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On 12 April 1861, General Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard, an 1838

United States Military Academy (USMA) graduate and former Superintendent of

the Academy, fired upon Major Robert Anderson, an 1825 USMA graduate and

Beauregard’s former artillery instructor at the Academy, who was commanding

Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. This event not only signified

the beginning of the American Civil War, but it also symbolized the division that

would occur throughout the country. West Point was not spared this division, as

both cadets and graduates alike fought against each other during the war. In all,

299 graduates of West Point served in the Confederate armies.1 Although the

Civil War officially ended in April 1865, by 1869 Northern and Southem graduates

remained divided. Postwar political reconstruction in the South, coupled with

congressional legislation in 1866 prohibiting the commissioning of any former

Confederate who held any military or civilian position in the Confederate States of

America, greatly contributed to the animosity between the graduates.2

Several historians have given the Association of Graduates of the United

States Military Academy credit for reuniting the Northern and Southern graduates

of the Academy after the American Civil War. Sidney Forman, in his book, West

Point:. A History of the United States Military Academy, says that "the Association

of Graduates of the United States Military Academy gave great impetus to bringing

together the military officers of both sections." 3 Stephen E. Ambrose, in his book,

Duty, Honor, Counffy: A History of West Point, says that after the Association of

Graduates was formed,"    Yankees and Rebels got together and talked of old

times" at the annual meetings.4 Even Thomas J. Fleming, in his book, West

Point:. The Men and Times of fhe United States Military Academy, says that an

original motive for forming the Association of Graduates was" the wish to heal

wounds and to preserve the spirit of Appomattox .... ,,5 in analyzing the views of

these historians, one must question whether they are correct in their assessment
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of the role and influence of the Association of Graduates. Was the Association

formed with the specific intent to reunite the Academy’s Northern and Southem

graduates after the Civil War and, if so, did the Association succeed in its charter?

Walter Scott Dillard, in his dissertation, The United States Military Academy,

1865-1900: The Uncertain Year~, disagrees with other historians who think so.

He statesthat =the Association of Graduates must be discounted, therefore, as a

significant force in the healing of the bitterness remaining alter the Civil War

between the loyal Union West Pointers and their Confederate counterparts.-6

A close analysis will reveal that the Association was founded with its

pdmary mission being one of reunification. From 1869-1902, the Association

played a significant role in the reunification process by bringing beth Northern and

Southern graduates back to the Academy for annual reunions that promoted

"social intercourse and fraternal fellowship." Throughout this period there ware

significant events that clearly illustrate the significant role the Association of

Graduatas played in healing the wounds caused by the Civil War.

Ironically, on 28 January 1869, Major Robert Anderson, in a letter to

Sylvanus Thayer, recommended the formation of an Association of Graduates of

the United States Military Academy. Anderson wrote that the aim or purpose of

the Association would be "to see what should be done to perfect and perpetuate

this truly national institution, our venerable Alma Mater."7 Anderson invited

Thayer to. preside over the first meeting of the proposed association, which was to

be held on 22 February 1869 at the College of the City of New York. In his return

letter to Anderson, Thayer, because of very poor health, declined the invitation but

approved .fully of the idea to form an association of graduates. Like Anderson,

Thayer foresaw such an association playing a major part in making changes and

improvements at the Academy. In fact, Thayer listed three propositions that the

Association of Graduates should focus on to improve the Academy. First, he.
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recommended changing the method of appointment to West Point to a competitive

exam. Second, Thayer recommended a permanent Board of Improvement, and

third, he recommended an Inspector of Studies.8

From the language used in the correspondence between Robert Anderson

and Sylvanus Thayer, both agreed that the object of an association of graduates

should be to promote the welfare of the Academy. Fortunately, neither Anderson

nor Thayer was able to attend the organizational meeting that took place in the

office of Dr. Horace Webster, USMA Class of 1818 and President of the College of

the City of New York on 22 February 1869. Present at the meeting were Dr.

Webster, Alexander S. Webb (Class of 1855), Abraham Van Buren (Class of

1827), Francis Vinton (Class of 1830), and Thomas J. Leslie (Class of 1815).

These five graduates saw a different object for the Association of Graduates than

that proposed by Anderson and Thayer. Although no official minutes of this

¯ meeting exist, it appears that three significant outcomes resulted from this

meeting.9

The first, and perhaps the most significant outcome of the meeting, was the

Association’s Constitution and By-Laws (see Appendix 1). Ignoring the orIginal

object of the Association posed by Anderson and Thayer, this document restricted

¯ the Association to a purely social role. Article II of the Constitution reads: "The

object of this Association shall be to chedsh the memories of our Alma Mater, and

to promote the social intercourse and fraternal fellowship of its graduates."1o

Clearly, the Association’s founding fathers envisioned both Northern and Southern

graduates coming back to the Academy to renew old friendships tom apart by the

Civil War. To insure that the object of the Association was enforced, the framers

wrote Article IV of the ConstYmtion to read: "Political, or any other discussions

foreign to the purposes of the Association, as set forth in this Constitution, or any

proceedings of such tendency, are declared inimical to the purposes of this
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organization, and are prohibited."11 With these official ground rules, the

Association could begin its reunification effort.
~k

The second significant outcome of the meeting was the decision to name

Sylvanus Thayer as the first President of the Association, a position he would hold

until his death in 1872. This is significant because Thayer, who was in severely

bed health, would not be able to attend any annual meetings of the Association.

Thayer’s absence allowed Professor Chades Davies, the next senior member of

the Association, to be unanimously elected permanent chairman of the

Association and preside over five of the first six annual meatings.12 Like Thayer,

Robert Anderson also never attended a meeting of the Association because of his

poor health. Anderson died on 26 October 1871, never having seen the fruits of

his 1869 idea. Thus, in Thayer and Anderson’s absence the Association could

focus on its object.

The third significant outcome of the original meeting in 1869 was the

decision to send letters to all living graduates of the Academy requesting their

membership in the Association. As a result, the Secretary of the Association sent

letters to all living graduates, North and South alike. Enclosed in each letter was a

copy of the Association’s Constitution and By-Laws. Interestingly enough,

Northem and Southern graduates responded both positively and negatively to the

Secretary’s request. Southern graduates such as Simon B. Buckner (Class of

1844), William H. Chase (Class of 1815), and Moses H. Wright (Class of 1859)

sent letters declining to join the Association. Buckner’s response to the

Association’s Secretary, C. C. Parsons, dated 12 June, reflected the animosity
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that still existed between the graduates in 1870. Buckner wrote:

These objects are as dear to me as they can be to any who have received its
diploma .... Fraternal fellowship can exist only in the light of an
acknowledged equality. This equality is denounced by the legislation of the
central government which extends its fostering care to our class of graduates
of our Alma Mater and at the same time prescribes the other. To mingle these
two elements in an Association formed in the shadow of such legislation is, in
my estimation, a recognition by those who consent to become its numbers, of
the justice of such a marked discrimination and is, therefore, an
acknowledgement of the inequality which renders agreeable social
intercourse impossible.13

Other Southern graduates such as James Longstreet (Class of 1842),

Benjamin S. Ewe, (Class of 1832), William J. Hardee (Class of 1838), and

Nathaniel R. Chambliss (Class of 1861) responded favorably to the Secretary’s

request. Ewell’s letter to C. C. Parsons, dated 16 August 1869, perhaps best

reflected the strong desire of the Academy’s Southern graduates who wanted to

reunite with their Northern comrades. He wrote:

~ With peculiar pleasure I receivedyour communication of the 31st and beg
you to inform the Executive Committee of the Association of the Graduates of
the United States Military Academy that I rejoice to have the opportunity of
becoming a member of it. I cannot think that any graduate of the Academy
would, unless blinded by prejudices, decline to aid in the work of reuniting
what was stated by the late Professor Bathe to be the strongest general bond
we knew; a bond broken asunder by civil discord and war.14

These two examples clearly illustrate that the Southern graduates generally

possessed a strong desire to reunite the broken bond ~ their fellow graduates

from the North. However, the principles of some Southern graduates, such as

Simon B. Buckner, would not allow reunification to happen very easily. It was

clear to Benjamin S. Ewe, that the object of the Association was one of

reunification, as the framers of the Association’s Constitution had intended.

Although this object was not the one envisioned by Robert Anderson and

Sylvanus Thayer, it proved to be the right prescription to help significantly in
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healing the wounds caused by the Civil War. The annual reunions of the

Association facilitated the healing process.

The annual reunions of the Association of Graduates during the period of

1869 through 1902 were social gatherings. The reunions occurred once a year in

June, usually in the Chapel at West Point, although four took place in the

Academic Building and one in the Superintendent’s office. The conduct of the

annual meetings was very similar. Each usually began with a roll call of the

members, followed by an address by the president of the Association or, in his’

absence, the presiding officer or another distinguished graduate. After the

address, the secretary would read the necrology of graduates who had died since

the last reunion. Then, the members would attend to a small amount of business,

followed by the announcement of the following year’s officers of the Association.

The meeting would then be adjoumed. Immediately following the meeting, the

members would usually meet with the Superintendent. That evening, all

members and guests would attend the annual dinner that took place in the West

Point Hotel or later in the Cadet Mess Hall. During this pedod, the Association

was a relatively poor organization, maintaining no more than $2000 in its account

from 1869 through 1892. In 1892, the Association’s account increased by

$10,000 as a resuR of George W. Cullum’s bequest.15 .

The Association’s first annual reunion was held in the Chapel at West Point

on 17 June 1870. Of the 128 paid members of the Association, only forty-three

were present at the reunion. Only three of the 128 members were Southem

graduates who had taken part in the Confederacy, and none of them attended the

reunion. These first three Southern members were Ewell, Longstreet, and

Chambliss. The first reunion was very significant because it opened the door for

Southern graduates to return to the Academy. The organizational structure of the

@
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Association, as designed by the framers of its Constitution, would be the impetus

that opened the door.

The Association of Graduates’ organizational structure consisted of only

eight officers during this period. These officers were the president, secretary,

treasurer, and an executive committee comprising five members. The president of

the Association was merely an honorary position given to the senior living member

of the Association. Old age and the illnesses that usually accompanied it

prevented most of the presidents dudng this period from actively participating or

playing a significant role in the Association. The executive committee made all

preparations for each annual reunion. The committee was also responsible for

transacting other business of the Association during the year between meetings.

The president of the Association selected a chairman of the executive committee

at each annual meeting. The treasurer was responsible for disbursing the cash of

the Association upon the order of the executive committee, verified by the

signature of the committee’s chairman. The secretary was responsible for

keeping records of all annual meetings, as well as the addresses and occupations

of all of the Association’s members,is Although no single position of the

Association was very "powerful," perhaps the most influential was that of the

.̄presiding officer. He was the senior member of the Association present at the.

annual meetings where the president was absent or was present but unable to

participate actively. The presiding officer chaired the annual meetings and made

the opening speech at the meetings.

Professor Charles Davies (Class of 1815) was the presiding officer at the

1870 annual meeting. Davies, living in retirement in Fishldll-on-the-Hudson, had

been a professor of mathematics at the Academy from 1816 to 1837 and later

closed his career as professor of mathematics at Columbia University.17 In his
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opening address to the meeting, Davies made it clear that he sew the purpose of

the Association to be exactly as it was written in the Constitution. Professor

Davies said:

We meet to revive cherished memories, to strengthen friendships which can
never die, and to renew, together, vows of perpetual allegiance to our country,
which has educated us, and whose children we are .... Here are deposited
the trophies of the sanguinary struggles of the Revolution, of the battles of the
war of 1812, of the conquest of Mexico in 1847, and the more recent and
more terrible conflict, whose fruits must be peace, fraternity, and national
unity.18

As the presiding officer of the meeting, Professor Davies set the tone not only for

the 1870 meeting, but also for many more that followed. He had made it clear

that the purpose of the meetings was one of reunification after the perils of the

Civil War had divided the Academy’s graduates. Charles Davies would prove to

be a significant force in the Association’s reunification effort.

The annual reunion of 1872 was also significant because it was the first

meeting to have present a Southem graduate who had joined the Confederacy.

Of the seven Southern graduates who were now members of the Association in

1872, only Major Eugene McLean (Class of 1842), chief quartermaster to

Generals J. E. Johnston, A. S. Johnston, and P. G. T. Beauregard during the Civil

War, was present. McLean’s presence at the meeting was symbolic because

Northern and Southern graduates were now sitting together "cherishing the

memories" of their Alma Mater and taking part in "social intercourse and fraternal

fellowship." His bold initiative opened the door that would allow other Southem

graduates in the years that followed not only to join the Association but also to

altend its annual reunions. For a Southern graduate to be present at an annual

reunion was especially significant because most of them lived in the far southern

United States and did not have the funds to travel the long distance to the

Academy.19 At the alumni dinner that followed the 1972 meeting, Professor Albert
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E. Church (Class of 1828) stood, raised his glass, and offered the following toast

to his fellow members of the Association: to "Our Annual Reunion-may the time

come soon when every living graduate will be with us in person and in spirit."

This toast reflected the genuine desire of the members of the Association to

reunite with all of their fellow graduates after the Civil War.20

As each year passed, the desire for reunification grew stronger. Several

USMA graduates met in St. Louis on 20 June 1873 to draft an address urging all

graduates of the Academy to join the Association of Graduates and to attend the

¯ June 1874 annual meeting at West Point. The address, authored by Richard C.

Tilghman ¯(Class of 1828), John H. Martindale (Class of 1635), and Robert M.

Renick (Class of 1835) and signed by twenty-two other graduates, appeared in

the 28 June 1873 issue of the Army and Navy Journal and read:

We, your fellow graduates, representing all sections of the United Slates,

earnestly invite you to join us at the next annual meeting at the West Point

Military Academy in June 1874. We will rekindle there the glow of our youthful

patriotism; will clasp hands which waged civil war without personal acdmony or

dishonor, and rejoice again over our common country strengthened and

expanded by her recent discipline and struggles.21

¯ Professor Davies was the presiding officer at all but One annual meeting of

the Association pdor to his death in 1876. At the annual meeting in 1874, Davies

led a campaign to get all graduates back to West Point for the 1875 meeting, in

fact, on 12 June 1874, the New York Times reported that at the annual meeting

held on 11 June 1874, resolutions were "enthusiastically adopted" inviting both

Northern and Southern graduates to the next annual meeting of the Association in

1875.22 Professor Davies took a special interest in many Southern graduates by

personally writing them letters of invitation to attend the meeting .23 Because of

Davies’ efforts, the total number of Southern members of the Association rose to
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twelve. Seven of the twelve members were present at the reunion in 1875. This

was the greatest number of Southern graduates ever to attend a reunion up to that

time. Attending were Francis H. Smith (Class of 1833), Robert Ransom (Class of

1850), James Longstreet (Class of 1842), Sewall L. Fremont (Class of 1841),

Joseph R. Anderson (Class of 1836), Eugene McLean (Class of 1842) and

Richard C. Tilghman (Class of 1828). As presiding officer at the meeting, Davies

addressed the 112 members of the Association who were present. This was also

the largest number of members ever to be assembled at an annual reunion in the

history of the Association. Davies said:

The Association of Graduates of the Military Academy, at their last annual
meeting, by a resolution passed unanimously, invited the graduates of all
classes and of all sections of the country, to meet here today, to celebrate the
centennial anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill .... In that spirit we have
come here today, to bury within the circuit of these mountains all recollections
which can separate us from each other, or from our common country. In that
spirit, I bid you a cordial welcome and say to all, for each, and to each for all,
that from this auspicious day, all the graduates of this Institution will recognize
each other as friends. Henceforth and forever, we have one flag-one country-
one destiny .... Having viewed our duties from different standpoints, we
have been separated. Viewing them together, on this spot, and on this
anniversary, we are united. We all agree that the allegiance of soldiers to
their country is among the safeguards of a nation and the crowning glory of
the military profession. It is our unshaken confidence in that allegiance, which
enables us all to meet here today. It is because the nati’on shares that
confidence, that it approve our doings and applaud our acts. It is because of
this confidence that we have again met as brothers-that we tum our eyes to
the past only for instruction, and our hearts to the future, full of hope, and full
of joy. In the meeting of today, the country will realize, that if the stream of
nationality which flows out of this institution, be occasionally interupted by
sandbars or dashed against the rocks, eddies will be formed, only temporarily;
and that the whirling, dizzy waters will soon retum to their deep and tranquil
channel .24

Professor Davies’ eloquent words sought to reunite the Academy’s graduates.

Davies was so dedicated to this end that he had Francis H. Smith stay as his

guest at his home while Smith was in town for the reunion. Smith later described
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the visit to Davies’ home and to West Point as "the bright hour in my existence."

Talking specifically about the 1875 reunion, Smith stated "my comrades, I need

not recall to you the emotion which that festive reunion awakened-the warmth of

the reception extended to me-aU the loving work of this dear old friend."25 This

atmosphere that Davies and the rest of the members of the Association created at

the 1875 reunion nurtured the reunification process.

Unfortunately, Professor Charles Davies died in 1876. His efforts as an

active member of the Association until his death were significant. He was a major

force in helping to reunite the Northern and Southern graduates after the Civil

War. Both in his words and in his actions, Davies ensured that the Association

remained clearly focused on its object. However, with Davies gone, George W.

Cullum (Class of 1833) took center stage.

Some historians have argued that the Association did not play a significant

role in the reunification of the Academy’s Northem and Southern graduates after

the Civil War and that it may have hindered the reunification. The main mason,

they argue, isbecause of General George W. Cullum’s strong influence in the

Association and his repugnance for Southern graduates who joined the

Confederacy. Dillard says that Cullum had a "fierce hatred of those graduates

who had served in the Confederacy..r.."26 Historians have exaggerated

Cullum’s influence in the Association and his antipathy toward Southem

graduates. As the chairman of the executive committee from 1878 to 1891,

Cullum was perhaps the most influential member of the Association of that time.

However, this influence was small. The records of the Association rarely show

anyone havingmuch influence in this organization.

Cuilum’s biographical registers from 1861, 1879, and 1891, clearly

suggest that he disapproved of Southern graduates "taking up arms against the

flag under which they were educated."27 His disapproval is further supported by



Pinder, D. 12

his refusal to acknowledge the Confederate service of those graduates. Some

historians have misinterpreted Cullum’s disapproval of the Southern graduates’

participation in the war against the Union as a "fierce hatred.’’28 Both Cuilum’s

influence in the Association of Graduates and his hatred of Southern graduates

must be called into question because of significant events that occurred during his

tenure as the Association’s executive committee chairman.

The reunion of 1879 was significant because it was the first time that a

Southern graduate delivered the opening address of the meeting. Francis H.

Smith, Supedntendent of the Virginia Military Institute and Cullum’s classmate,

delivered his address entitled, "West Point Fifty Years Ago," which D. Van

Nostrand of New York later published. The address ended with an emotional roll-

call of the twelve remaining living members of the Class of 1833 who ware all

present at the reunion. Cullum actively participated by responding "here" to

Smith’s roll-call. If Cullum was so influential in the Association and hated

Southern graduates so intensely, why then would he allow Smith to give such an

important address at the annual meeting? There are two possible answers to this

question. Either Cullum did not have much influence in the Association as its

Executive Committee chairman, or he too wished to reunite with his old

classmates and friends. Perhaps both answers are correct.- Cullum, although he

strongly disapproved of the Southem graduates’ participation against the Union in

the Civil War, as did most Northern graduates, was apparently ready and willing

to mend the bond that had broken.

AS each annual reunion passed, more Southern graduates became

members Of the Association. Those who attended the annual meetings actively

participated in the reunion activities with Northern graduates with no apparent

discrimination or animosity. At the dinner that followed the annual meeting held in

1883, Confederate General Robert Ransom (Class of 1850), who had

@
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commanded a division of the Army of Northern Virginia during the Battle of

Fredericksburg in 1863, was one of nine members who responded to the

traditional toasts ofthe evening. His toast ironically followed that toast responded

to by Ulysses S. Grant.29

At the annual reunion of 1884, Confederate General Isaac R. Trimble

(Class of 1822), who had commanded a division in Ewell’s 2nd Corps of the Army

of Northern Virginia, gave the opening address. Again, Cullum’s influence in the

Association, as the chairman of its executive committee, and his supposed hatred

of Southern graduates again must be called into question. In his address, Trimble

called for renewed friendships between the Northern and Southern graduates:

We have felt as brothers in early days. I know that unnatural strife for a few
years divided us, but we stand together on this venerated spot-in the eyes, as
it were, of "our kind mother=-with the "shade" of that illustrious man, Sylvanus
Thayer, who was the father if not the founder of West Point Academy,
seeming to hover over us; shall any of us wish to desecrate a place so
attractive to all that is beautiful in boyhood, and so sacred to maturer years, by

" any thought that would mar the harmony of earlyfdendships? Let us rather
strive to create-what no others can so well do as the men of the Army-
sentiments of good will and kindness towards each other; sentiments which
shall in time pervade the whole land, and cause all sections to emulate each
other only in advancing the happiness, the virtue, and the glory, of our
common country.3O

Trimble spoke of West ¯Point as a "sacred" ground where ill-will and animosity

must not exist. Trimble’s address was symbolic because it represented what the

Association of Graduates had been calling for since its formation in 1869.

Additionally, it was only the second address given by a Southem graduate at an

annual meeting. Ironically, both occurred while George W. Cullum was the

executive committee chairman. The executive committee, at this time, was

ultimately responsible for having Trimble speak at the meeting. Thus, Cullum

apparently approved of having the Southem graduate deliver the address.
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As time passed, Southem membership in the Association of Graduates

steadily increased. By 1885, the Southern membership grew to thirty-one

members and increased to forty in 1890, and forty-four in 1895. By the year

1902, of the forty-five living graduates who had served in the Confederate Army,

twenty-seven were members of the Association of Graduates. Among the many

Southern graduates present at the USMA Centennial celebration, James

Longstreet was the most prominent. Contrary to the beliefs of some historians, the

Centennial celebration was not the first time Northern and Southern graduates

met formally at the Academy. This had been occurring consistently in the

Association of Graduates since 1872. During the ceremonies of the Alumni Day

celebration, a Union and a Confederate General, who had each commanded in

the Civil War, gave addresses. Union General Thomas H. Ruger (Class of 1854)

spoke in support of the Confederate graduates who fought for their cause. He

stated: "Hypocrites do not combine for fighting. When the end came there was

found in their hearts an echo to the words ’Let us have peace.’. . It is gratifying

to meet manysuch graduates on this occasion for gratulation, and to further renew

the tie of good-fellowship ....So may it always be.~31

In Confederate General E.P. Alexander’s (Class of 1857) address, which

.immediately followed Ruger’s, he said that the American Civil War wasa

necessary war for the country. He said that "the firm bonds which today hold

together this great nation could never have been wrought by debates in Congress.

¯.. Such bonds must be forged, welded, and proved in the heat of battle and

must be cemented in blood. Peace congresses and arbitrations have never yet

given birth to a nation, and this one had to be born in nature’s way.-32 Both

addresses were symbolic in both their content and their interpretation. By 1902,

the Civil War was recognized as an inevitable event in the evolution of a unified

nation and the Northern graduates accepted the Confederate position. The

©
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Centennial publication even acknowledged this acceptance by stating: "Impartial

history will record that the Confederacy was surpassed by no previous efforts in

the gallantry with which it maintained the cause it espoused. The valor shown by

its armies, led by graduates, excited the admiration of soldiers everywhere."33

Representing all graduates from the North and South who had fought in the Civil

War, Ruger and Alexander came to the Centennial celebration with the message

of peace and understanding. Graduates had called a truce and the bond that was

"broken asunder by civil discord and war" finally reunited.

The foundersof the Association of Graduates of the United States Military

Academy saw the Association’s primary mission as one of reunification of the

Academy’s Northern and Southern graduates alter the Civil War. With its stated

object being "to cherish the memories of our Alma Mater and to promote social

intercourse and fraternal fellowship of its graduates," the Association never

strayed from this purpose from 1869-1902.34 The founding fathers’ intentions in

creating the Association on 22 February 1869 at theCollege of the City of New

York, were, in fact, sincere. The four years that had passed since the end of the

Civil War demonstrated to them the need for an organization that would help

mend the bond between Northern and Southem graduates that the war had

broken; Throughout this period the Association attempted to mend this broken

bond by nurturing an atmosphere that begged for reunification. The Association’s

efforts successfully culminated with the formal reunification at the Centennial

celebration of the Academy in 1902. Although there were graduates on both sides

who were reluctant to unify, the Association was successful in its charter. Some

will say that it is time that heals wounds. Yes, this may be true but, in this case,

the Association of Graduates expedited the healing process.
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Appendix 1 - Constitution and By-Laws of the Association (1889-1902)

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE GRAD-
.      UATES OF THE UNITED STATES ~ILITARY ACADF, I[Y.

CO.~STITUTIOH.

AnT. I.--TnE ASSOCIATION OF TIIE GRADUATE3 OF TrlE ~ITED STATE.~ ~IL-
ITARY ACADEMY shall include "all t]’~e ~raduatos : of that institution who shall ha~o
assented to the ConstituUon an.d By-Laws ....

ART. IL--Tha object of this Aasoclatlon shall be to cherish the" memories of our
Alma ~fatcr, and to promote the social intercourse and fraternal fellowship of its
graduates.

AnT. III.--Par. 1". The omcers of this Assneiation shall consist of a President, a :
Secretory,.a Treasurer, and an l~.xccutivo" Committee of five members.

Par. 2. Tbo oldest graduate belonging to the Association shall be the President ; i
and in his ab~nce the senior graduate present shall preside at the meetings of the
Association. Tlso Secretary and Treasurer, to be selected from tho officers of the
~ilitary ~cadsmy, shall be appointed by the Presiding Omcer, at each annual
meeting, for the ensuing’year.

.. ,:- JPur. 8..The Association shaU meet annually at ~’est Point, ~Tew York, on .the
~17th of Juno whenever that falls on Thursday, otherwise on the Thursday next pro-
ceding the 17th .... -

¯ AnT. rV’.--Politieal, or any other discussions foreign.to the purposes of the Asso-
olatlon, as set forth in this Constitut|onw or an). proceedings of such a tendency, are
declared inimical to the purposes of this organization, and’are prohibited.       "
- ART. Y.~rFn]s Constitution may be altered or amended at any re~]ar meot|ng of
the .a.~sociatiou, by a vote of ’three-fourths of the members present..            .-

.... , ]BY--LAWCL

1. Every grs.dunte desiring to become a member of this Assoclstion shall be Fd-
mlttod upon poylng an initiation fee of tea dollars.

i 2. At esch annual meeting, the ]~rssidlng Officer shall appoint an ~cecuth-e Cora-
l mittoo~of.fivo memberaj whoso duty itshall be to make all needful preparations and
i arrangements for the ensuing meeting, used transact such other business as may not

clovol.ve upon the other officers of the Association. -

¯ 8. The Treas~Lrer shall disburse all the moneys of the Association ui~.n the order
of the Se.xeeutive Committee, attested by th0 signature of its G°nai~’man, and shaU ~t

¯ ea~ annual meeting make a full report~of his receipts and dishur.smnents.
4. The Secretary shall eause a books of re~ords to be kept, exhibiting the address

and occupation of every member of the Association.

i~ i! li~ ~ao records of the Association shall be preserved at ~t’sst Point, N.Y., and
¯ shall be open to "the inspection of the members.    :.. -.
~;:.~"i:"6~:’~11 members of the Association, who m~’y be. prevented, by any eause, from
~onally u~tanding the annual meeting, are expected to notify the 5ec~tory, a,~d

i~ to i~ .’u~ ~formmon i. rer~ to ~emssl.ee. the~ ~*~ th;-~ p~o~, an~.
i~~y~i~:~.:i|n~t.,to their fellow, memben. :.;:i: ~. }..;~iii:i~i:~!::.¯.. i.:::~_.~i!:..i~ :i~i.i!:: :i .. ,=.: :~ :-.: : ; .
~ 7.~No~memberOf the Am~i~tion shall ~eak more¯ thaa once onany, enbjeot br .-

~:,.-~.~;~’.~:.;-.=.;.- ~. ~,...’~.    :. . .,..~.. ..... ..:,..: , .. . ..... : .... .    -, ~ . ..~    .... ¯ .. ..._.

I’ qu~_h’OnOf b~e~ and no longer ~ Svo mmute~ wsth0ut the c0nsentof the/-
[~ ~g ~.t.ob~tne~ =:~ ::~: :~: ~-~:~i ;: ~:~:~:::; i~i!~ i~ ,-~. i!!~--~:/~ ~:~:/,~ ~-~;: i:~:~:~’;,: :~i:~!:-i~:~ .:~ ::.:::: ~: ::,: i
I~~~’.qoteof all themembe~ p~tat any rear mee~g ,EeJ!. ~ .~"
l~q~q’ ~i~ 0r emeud the. By-~,. :/:~ :~/-:: ~:.~::~ ~¯ ~:~~;: ; ~-~!:i: ~:~ii~::i:i: ~:~ ~’~:i ":~:~

of ,. =eet   ..............

- ... .                 ".
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Appendix 2 -Presidents of the Association of Graduates (1869-1902)

Name and Class Term

Sylvanus Thayer, 1808

Simon Willard, 1815

Charles S. Merchant, 1814

Daniel Tyler, 1819

Joshua Baker, 1819

William C. Young, 1822

*George S. Greene, 1823

David S. Stanley, 1852

Egbert L. Viele, 1847

John M. Schofield, 1853

1870-1872

1872-1874

1874-1879

1879-1882

1882-1885

1885-1893

1893-1898

1898-1899

1899-1900

1900-1906

* Note: The first elected President of the Association was George S. Greene in

1897. Prior to this time the oldest living graduate who was a member of the

Association was the President.
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Appendix 3 - Chairmen of the Association’s Executive Committee

Name and Class Term

Thomas G. Pitcher, 1845

Dennis H. Mahan, 1824

Robert P. Parrott, 1824

George W. Cullum, 1833

John M. Wilson, 1860

Oswald H. Ernst, 1864

Albert L. Mills, 1879

1870-1871

1871-1872

1872-1878

1878-1892

1892-1893

1893-1898

1898-1902
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