
FROM Charles Gratiot* o .~
Engineer Department / 4 ,

Washington 27 Jany 1829

Sir,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

22 Instant, with the meritrolls, shewingthe result of the

General examination, of the Cadets at the Military Academy,

held during the present month. Also, yours of the same date

enclosing a paper signed by the Profs & officers at-West

Point recommending Doct (Charles So) Tripler (?)*, which

has been submitted to the Secy of War (Peter B. Porter)

And am Sir, very respectfully Yr. Ob. Serv. C GRATIOT

Col of Egr & Insp M A

L-Col. S. Thayer Supt the Military Acady. West Point N. Y.
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FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department

Washington 14th Feby 1829

Sir,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 9th instant, enclosing the resignation of Lieutenant

(Edward H.) Courtenay*, which has been transmitted to the

Adjutant General. Also your letter of the same date, en-

closing a communication fromr Lt. Z. J. D. Kinsley*,

Instructor of Arty, at the Military Academy, the subject

of which is before the Secretary of War (Peter B. Porter).

I am Sir, very respectfully Yr. Ob. Serv: C GRATIOT

Col of Eg & Ins M A

Lt. Col, S. Thayer Supt of the Mil. Acady. West Point -New York
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TO Joseph G. Swift*

Military Academy West Point

March 4th 1829

My dear General

Next to the.pleasure of a visit from you nothing could

have been more gratifying than such a letter -as you wrote
to me from Philadelphia. I had been very anxious to hear

from you especially since the failure of the rail road Bill

& was on the point of-writing when your son informed me that

you had been in Newyork but had just left there on your re-

turn to Baltimore -The Bill I suppose was defeated thro' the

influence of- the members from Philadelphia butit is -a
policy which reflects equal discredit on her intelligence &
liberality. Were Newyork to follow her example she would

loose the immense trade which is destined to flow thro the

channels which should connect-the Susquehannah Allegany etc

with the western waters of this State, Most ardently do I

hope that your object in visiting Washington will be

accomplished &(. that the change of administration which takes
effect -this day will at least be a fortunate one for yourself.

All that you need ask or desire is thqt bare justice shall

be meted out to you & that Twenty five years of faithful &

honorable .services shall not be imputed to you as a crime.

My motives for wishing to change my situation -were not such
as you supposed. I am not conscious of having ____ the

"powers that be" & besides have not the vanity to think myself

a person of so much importance as to be worthy of.proscription

The wish was induced purely by a sense of filial duty but I

will.,not now trouble you with the particulars. After all I

have not formed any settled determination on the subject & am

aware that a military officer has not the priviledge of

selecting the service which he will perform. For your -advice
I am truly thankful proceding as it did from that -warm frier.d-

ship & affection which I have expressed on so many occasions.

Trusting that I shall hear from you soon I remain as ever
your affectionate friend S, THAYER

Genl. J. GoSwift
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FROM Nathaniel Niles*

Paris (19)March 1829

Dear Sir.

I send you, by the Charlemagn a tin Box0 containing a

Medal & Print of Kosciusko. For the medal I paid 3 francs -

for the print 8 ,francs0 an exorbitant sum, charged on account

of its being taken separately from the (series) of portraits

of which it is one.

The good General sent to La Grange for his print in

order to compare the Medal & portrait-with it. Both .of them

are good likenesses, in his opinion, & I trust they:will.

serve the purpose for which you (wish) them. The tin case al-

so contains a drawing, the croquis of which I sent you some

time ago. If I am rightly informed this represents the

manner in which the English gun carriages were constructed

a t hetime of the late invasion. A new System has recently

been .adopted by the french government, based on the English

Method, drawings of which I have not yet been able to procure.

Several guns are mounted at -Vincennes on the New plan & I

think I shall soon be able to get exact drawing of them.

The workman who gave me the drawing I now send you will ex-

ecute models of any convenient size and of any known discrip-

tion for 220 francs, two hundred & twenty francs, & for

nothing less than that -sum

Should you wish models made of any discription, drawings of

which exist in any french work, you have only to indicate

the work & the plates. I suppose that the most improved

method of constructing gun carriages is so desirable that :I

shall employ the artist to construct.a model on the new plan

as.soon as I can procure exact drawings, but shall not pre-

sume to order others without instructions from you. You will

also receive in the tin case a prospectus of a new- Institution

for practical instruction0, which cannot fail to interest you

as illustrating the Spirit of the times. This is the age for

the appropriation of Knowledge to useful purposes.

I yesterday drew on you at 2d (day sight for) 700$ being abol,-

the amount-advanced (on) my last draft. I have got the

(francs) _for the _in Plaster & shall probably

send them by the tenth next month with other (matters) which

I hope will please you. With the most -respectful (consider-

ation) I have the honour to be your obt st N NILES

Col S Thayer
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FROM Alfred Mordecai*

Engr Dept. Washington,

April 21st 1899.
Private.

To Lieut. Col. S. Thayer

Dear Sir

You will perceive by Genl. (Charles)Gratiot's* Letter

of this date that the Secretary of War (John H. Eaton) has

declined giving his sanction to the very useful arrangement

proposed by you & Capt (Ethan Allen)Hitchcock* ; he has an

idea, I believe0 that expediency is not to be taken into

consideration at all0 but only the obvious & positive

provisions of law - but this is not m business, nor-what

I wished to speak of -

In looking over the register of "letters received",

this morning, I observed several communications from you,

(some of them too on subjects of importance), that have

not been acted on, & I think it but justice to the Dept. to

say that the delay does not occur here- The proper direction

is forthwith given to all business that cannot be transacted

here, & it is not forgotten to jog the memory, now & then,

of those who ought to be interested in it, but not always

with success - This much I have thought proper to say, to

shew you that your letters have been received and are not

forgotten -
I presume that under the Secy's decision, (Capt. William

A.)Thornton* will be still more anxious to be relieved from

duty at the Acady; he can readily be detailed for ord.

service; indeed Colo (George)Bomford* desires it - If he can

be spared will you make official application for him?

The Genl. contemplates visiting you during the Exam-

ination - I was just suggesting to him the expediency of

your drawing up together a project of a Law or a memorandum

of its principal provisions, with a view to try & do some-

thing by legislation during the next session of congress to

remove the impediments in the way of the progress of the

acady to a more perfect state - what think you of it? Yrs

with esteem A. MORDECAI

*See Index



FROM AEneas Mackay*
Military Academy West oint
15 May 1829

Sir0

At your desire that I would make a report to you of the
different contracts and -Engagements remaining unsettled in
the Department of the Academy which is under my charge, and
which it is necessary I should settle or close before my de-
parture and which wd. detain me much longer than under.ordinary
circumstances an officer wd. be expected to be occupied in
transferring a department to another- I have the honor to State,
That a contract is now going on for the erection of a building
for a Hospital at this Post,. upon which it has been found
necessary to make advances in money and in some cases-to pur-
chase materials, for which the receipts of individuals are
held until a settlement can be had with the builder. .These ad-
vances having been made by your authority but not in such a
manner as wdo credit me for the Expenditures at the department,
or that I could transfer, until the completion of the building.

The Contract for Cadets shoes is held by a person in
Massachusetts, to settle with whom it will be necessary to hold
a correspondence by mail, a tedious means with apersons of that
description. Besides as the shoes are issued at this place by
a third .person, with whom I also have an account, and the pay-
ment is made for- them by stoppages from .the cadets, it wd. be
much more desirable to settle on the day they are mustered for
payment 

A similar case -exists with the tailor and the contractor
for- the cadets uniform .cloth.
There are also settlements to be made on Bills of Excha n ge paid
for -importation fm. England & France of Instruments 0 Models,
Books etc for the use of the Academy,- The ·Library & The Borck
Fund of the .Cadets.

The settlement for the Book Fund .property and the adjust
ment of the individual accounts of the -Cadets for-that dept.
is a very arduous task and one which will require a much loac ---
time than any -person not -intimately acquainted with the bus.in
wd. imagine.

Finally the numerous and varied expenditures made by the.
Q.Mr. of this institution being entirely peculiar to this place
most generally wd, require his presence at the Academy to be
able to explain or rectify any errors or supposed errors which
might cause a suspension of -hs accounts in their examination
by the auditors. This is an advantage who was possessed by
the :two individuals preceding me in my office and one I think,
which should be given to every QroMro who is to be relieved in
the duties athe e Mily Acady, as long as they remain of the
nature of those I have performed0 especially as all the expend-
itures at this Institution are m ade under a special appron. for
the purpose and by the order or approval of the Superintendent.

Having been very closely confined to- a pretty arduous
office at this Post constantly for five years 0 I had it in con-
templation to have asked the indul&gence fr om .the QroMr.Gen. of
a furlough for a few months, a favor which has never yet been
recorded aginst me during my service in the army0 but I consider
the above statement as presenting reasons sufficiently strong,
why, if absent from my station by such permission,. I shd- be
still actually on duty for a great part of the time and in the
event .of such an application being. unsuccessful, that it might



result in injury to myself and disadvantage to the service.
I am Sir with great respect Your Mo Obt Servant AENEAS MACKAY

Q Mr Mily Acady
Lto Col. So Thayer Sup. Mily Acady West Point
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FROM :Henry Vethake*

Carlisle, May 16th 1829.
Dear Sir,

My friend, Judge Reed, of this place is about setting

out for West -Point-accompanied by his son (James G. Reed)*,

whose aim it is to become a member of the corps of cadets.

Mr Reed will spend a few days at the point, which, from my
own experience a year ago, I have promised him will be

pleasantly spent. Any attentions to him during his visit
will be acknowledged by Your obt. servt. HENRY VETHAKE

Col. Thayer
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FROM .James Monroe
Oak hill May 26 1829

Dear Sir
I have recieved a letter from Mr, (Thomas)Sully* inform-

ing me, that he will be sin Washington .either today or to-
morrow, & proceed here, in a few days, if convenient for me
to recieve himo I have written- to him, at the city, and
assured him, that I shall recieve him.with pleasure, when
ever he may arrive, but that -I think that my health will be
more completely restored, about -the second week, of the
approaching month, at which timre, I concluded that he will
be here. I ride out daily, aand improve in strength, &
health, so that -I think, that I shall be in as suitable a
state, for such an object, as a person my age, who has under-
gone the labour and troubles, to which I have been exposed,
well can be. Our university near Charlottesville' has
recommenced its duties and under favorable .circumstances,0 so
that I trust, that it, will form, one of those useful props,
to our free (political) system, on which its, success de-
pends. The aid which it has derived from others, &
particularly that at Wo Point, under your care, has been
great, That it may continue to be equally successful, for
its own credit, for yours & the advantage of our country, is
an object of my unceasing and ardent desire,. with sincere
regard & respect I am- Dear sir Yours JAMES MONROE
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FROM .Charles Gratiot*

Engineer -Department
Washington 13 August 1829

Lt Col. -S Thayer

Supt of the Mil. Academy, West Point 

Sir,

Your communication of the 1st Instant requesting that

Capt (AEneas)Mackay* should be permitted to remain t. West

Point until the 30 of September next; that of the 10th instant

enclosing Lt Kingsleys(Zebina Jo Do Kinsley)* communication in

relation to the enlistment of non-commissioned officers for

the detachment authorized to be enlisted by ordes of the 28th

of April last; and that of the 10th enclosing a letter from

Lieut Kinsley, relating to the work on artillery 0 compiled by

Lieut (Daniel) Tyler*0 have been duly receivedo The first was

submitted to the Quarter, Master General, the second has been

submitted to Major General (Alexander) Macomb*; and in reply

to the last, as it relates to the work on Artillery compiled

by Lt Tyler, three copies of which, you request, may be trans-

mitted to you, for the use of the Military Academy, I have to

inform you, that the work is still considered as the private

property of Lieut. Tyler, and therefore cannot be issued on a

requisition. I have seen-Col. (Roger)Jones* on the subject,

who has promised to furnish the number of copies you required,

to be returned in case you do not wish to purchase them for the

use of the Academyo I am Sir, very respectfully yro ob. Serv.
C G6RAIOT B G Engrs
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FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department
Washington- Aug-18. 1829

To Lt. Col. So Thayer

Supt. M. A.

Sir,

In answer to your letter of the 15th on the subject of

your requisition to have Charles Mason* & other graduates

of the Military Academy detailed for service .thereat, I have
to state, that immediately after the Secretary of War 0 (John

H. Eaton) had acted on the recommendation of the Academic

Board in relation to the first Class, a request was made to

have such of those gentlemen who were not under the control

of this Dept ordered to report to you - Mr. Mason received

his orders directly from this Dept. and copies of the several
orders on this subject were transmitted to you on the 6th

instant. I am very respectfully Sir your most Ob' Svt

C GRATIOT B G Engrs
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FROM Frederick L. Griffith*, USMA Adjutant

U.S. Military Academy

6 Nov. 1829,

Special Order No. 29

1. All the workmen -whether artificers or labourers belonging

to the Military Academy Detachment are hereby placed under

the immediate charge and direction of Lieuto Knowlton*
o

2. It shall be the duty of the officer in charge to receive

and cause to be executed the orders of the Quartermaster

relative to all ordinary repairs and such other -work as shall

have been authorized by the Superintendent.

3. He shall have charge of the tools and materials used by

the workmen and will be held responsible for the Same.

4. He will keep a register of all work performed according

to such forms as shall be prescribed to him.

5. Sergeant Martin is detailed as an assistant to the officer

in charge.

6. All orders or directions whether given personally by the

officer in charge, or thro' the assistant will be promptly

obeyed by the workmen.

7. The Carpenters will obey the orders of Serg. Kelly.

80 The men employed in the Blacksmith' s shop will obey the

directions of Artificer Folsamo

9. No workman will absent himself from his work but by per-

mission of the officer in charge unless he shall have been

regularly excused by the Surgeon in consequence of indis-

position.

10. No workman shall absent himself from the post at anytime,

without a written permit signed by the officer in charge and

countersigned by the Superintendent.

11. All leaves of absence granted to workmen for a longer

time than a part of a day will be reported by the officer in

charge to the Commandant of the Detachment

12. It is expected that the workmen will regularly attend

divine Service on Sundays in the afternoon

By order of Lt Col. Thayer (Signed) F GRIFFITH Adjt.
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FROM -Simon Bernard*
Washington City, November 13th 1.829,

Dear Colone l 

My friend General *Plaush,. well known for his gallant

conduct at New Orleans under the command of General Jackson,

has requested me to procure for him the registers of the

officers and .Cadets of the U. SO .Academy for the years: 18220

-23,-24,-25,-260-270
Being unable to procure here these registers,. I take

the liberty of soliciting them from you: it would confer-a

great favor on General Plaushe as also on your respectful

and obedient servantt BERNARD Brigo Gnl.

To Colonel -S Thayer Superintendent and Commandant of the

US. Military Academyo West -Point
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FROM Charles Gratiot*
Engineer Department Washington
Dec 5 1829

Sir
I have to acknowledge the receipt of Pay Master (Thomas)

Leslie's* receipt for $28.40/100, being the amount of your
assessment for the Portraits of Genls(Joseph G,)Swift*,
(Walker Ko) Armistead* & (Alexander) Macomb*.

Signed, C GRATIOT Bt Genl & Chf of Engr
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FROM Joseph Vance*

Washington Jano 29- 1830
SirO

Certain individuals here have been promulgating certain
reports relative to your administration of the institution
over which you preside.

Such as retaining the pay of the cadets - being in
partnership with the Store Keeper - educating foreigners at
the expense of the of the governmentr etco etc. My own opinion
is that Capt. (Alden) Partridge* is one of the-persons that is
engaged in this business. I hope it is not necessary for me
to say that I have no doubt of the falshood of the whole matter,
Indeed - I told the members of our Committee two of whom has
been listening to these reports that I would undertake to say
as your friend and acquaintance that you would court an en-
quiry into this business at any time it was thought necessary.
Col. Drayton also stated that he joined with me in this
opinion of the correctness of your administration and he had no
doubt of your willingness to submit your conduct to any scrutiny
the government might think proper to demardas to your conduct
in every particular of administration over the Institution --
Anything necessary to your defence may be forwarded to Col.
(William)Drayton* or myself either of which will make use of it
as you may wish or prudence dictate. Your friend, JOSEPH .VANCE
Lieut Col., S. Thayer
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FROM Joseph Vance*
Washington February the 8th - 1830

My dear Sir
Your favor of the 4th Inst is received and I hasten to

answer - On consultation with Col. (William)Drayton* we both
concur on opinion that for the present this matter rests
where it now is. Indeed Genl (James) Blair* of South Carolina
whOisa highly honorable man has become completely disgusted
with (Alden)Partridge* and expresses his opinion openly that
he believes he is a vindictive and disappointed man. If any-
thing further in this matter should be agitated in committee
Col. Drayton or myself will ask them to put it in an official
form and advises you of the result. Under the present state
of parties it would not be advisable for my name to appear as
your personal friend either before the-War Dept or elsewhere.
I enclose for your amusement a pamphlet circulated by
Partridge amongst the members of Congress, it will do you
nor the institution harmo Your friend JOSEPH VANCE
Col. Thayer
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FROM....Charlees Gratiot*
11 February 1830

My dear Colonel0
Yours of the 6th is this moment received and .I avail

myself of a leisure moment to reply to it. Since the
appearance of (Alden)Partridge's* Pamphlet I do not per-
ceive that his object has had the least success - it is
spoken of by none but-such as entertain a lively interest
in all matters which concern you. The Publication is treated,
as far as -I can ascertain, with disgust; and the motive of
the writer seems to be well understood by the-Community at
large, in or out of-Congress. Your -friends concur in the
belief that the allegations set forth in the .Pamphlet .are
not-worthy your notice and that they should pass by unregard-
ed - your-administration of the affairs of the Academy being
too well known, to require vindication.in the least degree.

As to the motive of Partridge, tho well .known to many,
still as he has it in his power to poison the mind of the
many who can not be acquainted with his interested motives,
would it not be well, think you, to collect now, such
evidence.as are extant, to be used on any future occasions
if required. The files of the office can furnish a great
deal that would go far to distroy hims particularly as
respects these points of-his accusations relating to expend-
itures, unlawful punishments, etc., copies of.which can be
handed to you, for your amusement, if wanted. I have:written
to Mrs oSwift to furnish .me with copies of certain letters
to her husband, in which is expressed a fixed determination
to persecute as long as his revengeful feeling.are not fully
glutted-sSome of those I.perused .some years ago, and if used
must develope.the spirit by which he is now actuated.

I have to write in -much haste being.at this moment
surrounded by persons making enquiries on various official
matters. This fact-will account for the carelessness with
which this note is written. Yours truly, C. GRATIOT
Col. Thayer

*See Index



FROM Joseph Vance*
Washington March 9th 1830

My Dear Sir
Your favor of the 3rd inst is received and I hasten to

answer.

As Mro (George)McDuffie* and myself do notspeak,, except
on business0 and the ordinary civilities of formal intercourse,
I took the liberty of handing your letter to our mutual friend
Col. (William) - Drayton* who after reading it had a conversation
with Mr. McD, .relative to the debate you mention.

Col. Drayton informs me that Mro McDo says the debate as
reported is substantially correct that the object of his
motion and observations were to get the subject from before
the House and at the same time do it in a way that was best
calculated to soothe the feelings of the mover. He also told
Col. D. that he did believe there were abuses, but, that they
were confined exclusively to the appointing power in the besto-
well of the patronage, and not in the administration of the
Institution. On the contrary he spoke in the highest terms of
yourself and associates, and his entire confidence in the
faithful and able manner in which you discharged your respec-
tive duties. I do not believe that the hostile feeling towards
the Institution is either general or serious. There are to be

sure several members opposed to it, but this has always been
the case and will continue to be so under any state of things,
but under all the influence of retrenchment and demagoguism,
of the present time, I have no doubt that a large majority of
the House of Representatives are decidedly in favor of cherish-
ing and sustaining the military academy, the-Army - & the Navy,
as well as all :other necessary department of the government.

In conclusion give me leave to assure you, that no member
of Congress of either political party having the least knowl-
edge of yourself or associates entertains towards you, or - em,
any other feeling, than those of great respect and entire cor:-

fidence. Your friend JOSEPH .VANCE

P.S. My decided opinion is that no steps are necessary to be

taken by you to remove any suspicions- that exist relative to
the correct administration of the Institution, but as

Mr. McDuffie-has spoken in the highest terms of his confiden.ce
in you and the other officers would it not be well to address
him a letter on the subject.
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FROM Thomas Aspinwall* to Martin Van Buren*

Copy Consulate of the United Stattes
London 13th March 1830

Sir,

I have the honor-to enclose the copy of a correspondence
which has taken place relative to certain models of fortifi-
cations and -instruments , which have been made in part0, and
.the remainder is now in: progress, in the Ordnance-Department
at-Woolwich. They were contracted for, whether regularly
or irregularly, by our government, who are virtually re-

sponsible for the cost of them, and my object in laying the

statement before you is, that an appropriation may be made
this session to meet the paymento

I received a letter dated 27th of October 1828 from
Lt. Col. Thayer, Superintendent of the Military Academy at
West Point,, requesting me, as will be seen by the.extract
annexed, to have these models made. As I could not meet with

any makers of Military models, and as Colo Thayer had suggest-

ed that they might be done at Woolwich, I applied to Lord

Beresford, Master General of the Ordnance,.'who very courteously
gave the permission asked for, but desired that the request
should be made by our Minister here Mro (James) Barbour*
accordingly, on my explaining the business, made the necessary
application. and the models were ordered to be prepared.

In-December last I was informed by the-Secretary of the
Ordnance, that-part of them .was ready, and that orders were

given to deliver the articles-to my order. That the cost was

173,, 17,,7 which sum.1 was requested to pay to the-Treasurer
of the Ordnance. I delayed sending for these models for some
time,, in the hope.of receiving a remittance from..Col. Thayer,
but having been applied to in February last to know when I
should be ready to settle the account, I felt that-I could r.ot
in delicacy delay it any longer. I therefore paid for ther0
and sent them to New York in the ship Brighton. I contrived
to raise the money for a short time, and when I had ascertained
the amount of shipping and other charges I drew on-Colo Thayer
for $953,75 at thirty days sighto

The remainder of the models as you will see by the corrLes-
pondence, will be.ready by the end of the present year, and
the cost will be about four hundred pounds.

Not supposing that there-would be any want of.funds fox,
reimbursing. the British Government, I was exceedingly dis-
appointed at receiving from...Clo Thayer a letter dated the 7th

February last, in which he informs me that there are no public
funds which can be applied to that object, nor will there-be
any for a year to come~ that he will be unprepared and.without
means to honor my draft0 which must be of course protested.

I had intimated to him that there was a possibility of the
British Government not intending to make.any charge, because .I
had known of instances of this kind® But it was not a question
which I could ask® I was therefore obliged to wait until -I
received a communication from .the Ordnance® -The permission to
have them made at all is an act of great courtesy, more could
not be expected, and I had given .it as my opinion -that if no
demand .should be made, still theparties concerned in construct-
ing, planning and superintending the model, should be remuner-
ated by some -testimonial o f.our sense of .their services.



I trust that our Government will see the necessity of

making an appropriation to reimburse what has already been
expended, and to meet the payment of the remainder of wh.:3t

was contracted for. The models are not only useful, but
actually indispensable to a National Military Academy, and

it will no doubt be thought advisable that in orounrtry
where- so much is expended.on fortifications, the officers

should be instructed in the art of constructing them .properly
and in the -most economical mannero I have-the honor-etc.

THOS A.SPINWALL

*See Index



U-S Military Academy

West Point March 2 6 th 1830

To Lt -Col S Thayer

Sir 0

The Order -No 9 from .the -Engineer Office dated March 17th

1830,. communicating the :remarks of the Hono Secretary of War
(John -H. Eaton) upon the -proceeding of a General Court Martial
lately held at this place contains such strictures upon the
opinions of the court and such .principles with regard to

rules of evidence, that I feel called upon to offer some-ex-

planation of the grounds which may be presumed to have in-

'fluenced the members of the- Court in adapting those decissions
to which -the Hon. Secretary has taken -exception.-- This course

seems due to the Hon. Secretary labouring as he appears to do

under such impression as I am convinced rmust have rendered the

task of censure a painful duty, for I am pursuaded a reference

to a few authorities will satisfy h i m t hat the Court endeavour-
ed to proceed upon legal principles in making up their opinions
upon questions which I presume to say would have been attended

with some difficulty had the jurors been Lawyers instead of

Soldiers.
I take the liberty of addressing my explanations to your-

self with a respectful request that you will-present-their sub-

stance to the Hon. Secretary for the purpose above expressed.
.The Hon. Secretary objects, that the Court ought not to

have admitted upon the record the testimony of Lt. Smith de-
tailing the statements made to him by the coloured persons

Martin and his wife. The-Secretary will in justice remember

that -thepropriety of its being admitted was made a question

before the Court.
The grounds of the decission were such probably as may not

at first be apparent, but which I apprehend may easily be -
plained. It is not to be.supposed that the members of-the
Court were ignorant of the rules governing the reception of

hearsay evidence .Why then was the evidence of Lieut-Sxrmit
admitted in the case of Cadet(John .N)Drake*? Perhaps upon
the following considerations and under the following aut.h.or.-

ities.- 

All -Civil .Courts and British Military Courts have power to
compel the attendance of witnesses, whether in a civil or
military capacity. It seems plain therefore that the rules of
evidence presuppose that the personal attendance of witnesses
may always be had, hence, a rule excludes heresay evidence ex-

cept under certain circumstances after the death of a witness,

and, where it is introduced to establish the currency of a

rumour bearing indirectly and consequentially upon the facts
at issue. - In the present case, to wit0 the trial .of Cadet

-Drake, the witnesses, though not dead 0 .were beyond the reach

of the--Court; for it was made apparent by the testimony of

Lieut. Smith that they could not be .produced upon -his notice
to them, and it must be observed, the.Court had no compulsary

power over them. This want .ofpower made a peculiar-case for
the .Court to decide, a case wlhich could not-have .occurred and

therefore could not have been decided by precedent in Civil

Courts or British Military Courtso Some authorities however
seemed to bear upon the :point and with these and an .appeal to
the "conscience and understanding" a decision was made -The

authorities are the following



It is a general rule that in .all cases, the best .evidence
of which the matter is capable shall be resorted to , aprovided

that evidence can be brought. If that be impossible, th .
Court will require the best -evidence that can be had "Macomb
page 100.

"The attestation of.a witness must be only to what he
actually knows from his own observation of the facts in issue,
He is not to be examined as to what he has heard, or been in-

formed of by others; for his testimony being in that case-a
reference to the information of another who is not upon oath,
is no evidence at all. Yet a witness may swear to-a report,
as, that so and so, other personshave said (for it may be
material to prove that there was such a report) though-he-can
give no evidence to the truth of the matter reported" Macomb
page 133. Kennedy page 98.

-"It is to be observed that,. whenever recourse must be had
to presumptive evidence, the rule of law that no evidence shall
be admitted, except to the very facts in issue necessarily be-
comes relaxed, and it is then held that circumstances, which

have not an immediate and direct tendency to prove the very
facts in issue, but which may have an indirect and consequen-
tial tendency to that effect, shall be admitted by the Court,
provided the party who urges them shall make their consequence
apparent" Kennedy page 12 3

In -the case under consideration it was shown that the
best evidence could not be had.. The prosecuting party there-
fore claimed to enter into circumstantial proof and among the
circumstances, of more or less weight, he offered the rumor
circulated by the persons whose attendance before the.Court

could not be had. In the views of the authorities and con-
siderations enumerated the-Court decided to admit the testimony
of Lieut Smith upon the record, although it is against all

reason to suppose that much weight.was given to the rumour 't
detailed. In itself, unsustained by other evidence, it wouiL

have been consdered .entirely without authority; for it-was s-
considered by the Judge Advocate, as may be inferred from. .t-,.
fact, that in the case .ofCadet George B.), Crittenden* it *'wa .

not .even offered to the Court, But when -Cadet (Edward)Deas*
testified directly to some.of the allegations and indirectli.- r:
others, and -Cadet (Humphrey)Marshall* testified to the admissior
by the accused of the truth.of the remaining matter of charge,
then the verbal statement of the coloured persons, though the
least part of the whole evidence, which as a body of testimony
was held conclusive, became of some slight though very slight
importance .as having an indirect and consequential -bearing
upon the facts in issueo .Whether the .Court was right.or .not,
it would not become me to giv.e-an opinion, but-that -the
members had .an appearance of authority for their determination
must I think be evident from the preceeding details.

I will here subm.it a passage from .McArthur on -Court ,Martial,
introduced .int his examination of the doctrine of heresay
evidence o "'When our first Lawyers and- Statesmen have -differed
.in opinion on .a legal point .of-so much importance it is not
surprising that members of Court Martial -should be puzzled in
their decissions an similar occurrences$

The Hon, - Secy next excepts to the question ..which the Court
decided to be proper and which -Cadet Marshall, in the trial of
Cadet..Crittenden , refused to answer. It is observed by the -Hon.
Secretary that facts known to a ..Cadet "through ..private



correspondence or confidence reposed should not be the sub-
ject of disclosureo" On this point-I submit the followirg
authorities Kennedy on Court Martial after pointing o0. .

the protection of the laws to husbands and wifes " exc4pt in
case of treason" proceeds to say, page 79, that "Council
and Attorney or solicitors cannot in any case, be called
upon to give evidence which may disclose the private business
or secrets of their client- or to produce papers which may
have been delivered to them by their client, as evidence
against them. But this priviledge is strictly confined to
attorneys or council acting in the cause, and cannot be ex-
tended to others, though professionally and confidentially
imployed.

This rule of professional secrecy (continues Kennedy)
extends only to the case of facts stated to a legal
practitioner for the purpose of enabling him to conduct a
cause: and therefore a confession to a clergyman or priest
for the purpose of easing the culprits conscience, a state-
ment of a man to his private friends, or of a patient to his
physician are not-within the protection of the laws. It
would certainly be thought that the friend or physician, who
voluntarily violated the confidence reposed in him acted
dishonorably, but he cannot withhold the fact if called
upon by a Court of justice"

The same general doctrine is stated by Tytler-page 278,
and by McArthur 2d vol pages 123, and no rule of evidence
opposed to this doctrine is believed to have been known or
ever heard of by the members of the-Court Martial. This
principle of evidence, being universal, and founded upon
the necessity of the administration of justice to the safety
of society, it is not easily seen how the Court could have
anticipated a new rule on the question 

It is to be remarked, with deference, that the principe
to which the Hon-Secretary refers, that the. public safety in
case of -reason is to be reguarded before the sanctity of
private friendship, is not the rule dispensing with con-
fidential -engagemeents betwen friends which are not permitted
to have place either in trials for treason as in those of a
less criminal matter, but it i s the more sacred tie between
husband and wife which, under the circumstances stated in
the order, must be set asideo -- "In the case of high treason,
says McArthur 2d vol. page 80, the wife is admitted as
evidence against her husband, because this if for the public
safety which is to be preferred before the interest or peace
of private families: and the ties of allegiance are more
obligatory than any relation whatever" 

These principles with the remarks connected with them
will explain the grounds of procedure in deciding upon the
propriety of the question to which Cadet Marshall was required
to respond.

It is stated in the order that Cadet Marshall -"rightfully
refused to answer the question- It-has been :a rule, and so
far as my information extends, never before questioned, that
the decissions of Court Martial are imperative upon witnesses,
and the doctrines of the Hono Secretary that witnesses may
rightfully exercise the power to pronounce upon what questions
they will and what they will not answer, and by their negative
trample upon the authority the dignity and usefulness of
Courts Martial could by no possibility have been foreseen by
the Court.-=



I indulge the hope that the above explanations if hcnor-
ed with attenrti.on 0 mlay have the effect .to satisfy the ,Ri,.Inr
Secretary of .War. that -the members of the Court -Martial a <are
not runmindful of the high respor.nisblity dunder ,which t.:-, were

bound to decide° (in cases not expressly, proviLded for ,oy. law)
according to their conscience the best.of their understanding
and the customr .of War in like cases, and if they erred .in
their opinon onquetions of.law confes sedly attended wi th
difficulty among the soun de ilawyers and statesmen" I cannot
but hope that a small share of liberal feeling.will consede
that those errors do not necessarily imply- a want of prin-
ciple as men-- I have the honor to be very respectfully your
obedt .Servt

*See Index



TO Callender .Irvine

Military Academy West Point

April 22d 1830

Sir

In reply to the enquiry contained in your letter of the

14th inst to Genl. (Charles)Gratiot* I have the honor-to in-

form you that Flyes will be required with the Wall .Tents for

which a requisition was made by me a few days ago & am very

respectfully your most obed sert S.s THAYER

Lt Col Supt Mil Acady

C. Irvine Esqr. Commissary General of Purchases

*See Index



FROM Daniel Donelson*
Nashville May 7th 1830

Dear Sir

Allow me to introduce to your acquaintance my young

Friend Mr. (Reuben , P. Pryor) Prior* of this place, who has

lately received a warrant to the Military Academy at W.

Point. He is considered by all who know him as a young man

of the first order of talents. I have no doubt of his

qualifications for admission, though embarassment may, as

he is young, go to his prejudlice to this I beg leave to

draw your attention - with regard to his moral character it

is altogether unexceptionableo If admitted he will adhere

strictly to the regulations; and acquire a high standing in

his classo Any attention by you will be gratefully re-

ceived by Mr Prior, and gratifying to myself. I am with

respect Truly yours DANL S. DONELSON

*See Index



FROM Andrew Jackson*

Washington May 24th 1830
Dear Sir,

I take the liberty of sending a line to bespeak your
kind attention for the bearer-Cadet Wnm. S..Reed* who is the
son of my old Aid de Camp in the southern campaigns of the
last war. His father was a most intelligent0 brave and use-
ful officer, and as is too often the fate-of such men left a
very dependent family to :hi$: country. This young Gentleman
I hope will see the importance of the education which is
placed within his reach at West Point, and turn to the best
account the advice which he may occasionally need under your
superintendence and care. I am with great respect Yr. obt.
servant ANDREW JACKSON
Col. S. Thayer

*See Index



FROM George P. MacCulloch*

(West Point June 8, 1830)
Sir

I have the honor to inform you that the Gentlemen in-
vited by the Secretary of War (John H. Eaton) as Visitors
of this Institution, have met & organized themselves as a
Board - General M(ountfort) Stokes* of North Carolina has
been elected President Pro Tern in the absence of the Hon.
Go M. Bibb* who, it is understood, has been appointed by the
Secretary of War, & G eorge) Po McCulloch of N Jersey,
Secretary -

Agreeable to a resolution of the Board, I am directed
to inform you that any communication you may deem necessary
to make in relation to the present state of the institution
& its future interests, will be received with pleasure -

I have the honor to be with great respect Sir Your
most obed hble Servt GEO P MACCULLOCH Secretary
Col. Thayer etc etc etc West Point 8 June 1830

*See Index



FROM Andrew Jackson*
16th June 1830

Dear Sir
I cannot allow the two young Gentlemen who will hand you

this, to proceed to West Point without soliciting in their
behalf your kind attention and usual good offices to thos-e

Who are about to be connected with the institution. They are
the sons of Mr. (William Bo) Giles* late Gov, of Virginia,

the younger of.whom (Thomas P. Giles)* has been-recently

appointed a Cadet and will report himself for examination.

On -account of the high claims of his Father to the favor of

the country I feel a deep interest in the success of this

young Gentleman, and shall be greatly obliged to you for the

aid which he may receive from your friendly counsel.

With great respect Yr. Svt ANDREW JACKSON

Col. So Thayer Sup. of the Military Acad.

*See i.ndex



FROM John Reed*
Carlisle July 31. 1830

Dear Sir.
Prtfes;sot Clevelard of DlCkinrson College will hand you

this. He is a literary gerntleman. of higqh sta.dl:ngand

character. I beg leave to introduce him to your attention
Very respectfully Your obdt Svt JOHN REED

Col, Thayer

*See Index



FROM John L. Gardner* to Thomas S. Jesup*

West Point 8 Augto :18830
Genera 

On -referring to my letter of yesterdays date0 I find I

omitted a remark which is necessary to render it entirely

intelligible - and have perhaps not been sufficiently ex-

plicit on its principal subject.

The point on which I questioned the power of the super-

intendent0 in-Decr, last, was that of auditing - or in other

words that of giving or refusing his "approval" to each of

my vouchers. This proceedure on his part 0, acquiesced .in,

and as I have reason to believe deemed conclusive by the

accounting officers of the Treasury0 would place me completely

at his mercy, and be utterly incompatible with my right

(before and since exercised) under the 982d para. to throw

the responsibility of disbursements "not authorized by

regulations or by law" on his own hands. I did not object

to the examination of and remark upon them, when the accounts

should have reached the office of the Inspector of the

Academy, on their way to the Treasury, for this was necessary

there as in your own office to the purposesof administration

but I insisted that the -"approval" of the -Superinterdent was

not essential to their validity, and should be regarded0 so

far as he was not himself interested in them."in the light of

the most highly respectable testimony" This view was sub-

stantially concurred in, by the -Chief -Engineer, with whom I

remonstrated on the subject. As to other points of official

differences between the Supt and myself, on which I have

supposed it possible the propriety of my conduct may have been

called into question before you- I have now further to say,
that they are one and all (referrible) to my refusal to be

made instrumental in concealing from the accounting offices

of the Treasury, the money of a public character which under

his orders (sanctioned I was told, by the war dept) I might

collect and disburse for the Hotel, built without the

sanction of law, and for other purposes.

It belonged as little to my humble rank & station as it

would have been comported with a just prudence to oppose the

will of the dept. or the-Supt. in these matters and as you

will have observed in my last letter, so far from. having pre-

sumed to do so, I distinctly declared the obligation I felt

under to obey his orders in regard to these and all other

receipts & disbursements provided I was left at liberty to

report the facts to the Treasury. But for this reservation

I should have been liable to a disgraceful dismission (or

sentence at least) by a sworn Court Martial for .presenting

fictitious accounts to the Treasury - for a violation of the

36 Art: of War, and as I conceived .of the certificate on

honor required on my quarterly accounts current. These

consequences I verily believe were not -considered 0 nor perhaps

even foreseen -by either of.them, yet in connexion with them,

you will readily perceive the alternative which I have felt

obliged to force upon the Superintendent - either to forego

the benifit of- those funds0 which are yet requisite to meet

his engagements - or by the only means in -his power (the con-

currence of the war department) to get rid of a quarter

master entertaining such views of public duty- In adopting

the latter course0 he justly assumes the heavy responsibility



incurred voluntarily by himself, and relieves the quarter
master who has heretofore been unjustly burthened with it -

This much in general terms I have thought myself con-
strained by due regard to my own official character to say
to you - I have no desire to add another word, except to
give my testimony to the usefulness of the Buildings which
have been by these means erected5 and to the honor and in-
tegrity of the Superintendent's management of them - I have
the honor to be with the highest respect Yr obed -Srt

JNO. Le GARDNER Qapt & Asst QM
Maj Gen Th. S. Jesup QMr. Genl.

*See Index



Abstract of Extra Pay due the Men of the Military Academy
Detachment employed on Extra duty from the 1 3 th of July 1829,
to the 1 st January 1831.

-0N- - | o | |1 Days
No Name of on Amount $ Amount Remarks

Days omt-
4 omit- -'-i

Pi $ ct ted ' $t cti

1 Astley John 167 15: 25 05 143 21 45 Discharged 6 th

2 Avery Samuel 478 15 71 70 410 61 50 January 1830
3 Boswell .

Benjamin 533 15 79 95 457 60 55
4 rewster Dyer 466 15 69 90 402 60 30
5 Brewer Phillip 346 15 51 90 302 45 30
6 Carpenter 

John S 44 15 6 660 37 5 55 ischarged 2 7 th

April 1830
7 ~ox Thomas 497 15 74 55 432 64 80
8 "oyle Edward 470 15 70 50 408 61 20
9 "olher Peter 221 15 33 15 189 28 35

10 E1is John A. 102 15 15 30 87 13 05 Discharged 1 7 th
June 1830

11 Force Henry 322 15 48 30 280 42 00

12 orce Abraham L 244 5 36 60 218 32 70
13 3ould Joseph 319 15 47 85 276 41 40
14 Harron Thomas 516 15 77 40 448 67 20
15- .inault Adam 438 15 65 70 380 57 00
16 Harron James 147 15 22 05 125 18 75 Discharged 2 4 th

.March 1830
17 Jones Josiah 444 15 66 60 383 57 45
18____ 176 15 26 40 148 22 20
19 Kelly Thomas 411 15 61 65 358 53 70
20 Lynch Michael 250 15 37 50 216 32 40 Discharged 2 4 th

March 1830
21 Lynch Patrick 507 5 76 05 439 65 85
22 Laroy James 356 15 53 40 309 46 35
23 Lockwood Major

Anoon 355 15 53 25 309 46 35
24 Lozier Peter 365 15 54 75 319 47 85
25 Lamoreux- J.ames 319 15 47 85 279 41 85
26 Lamoreux

Cornelius 1330 15 49 50 290 43 50
27 aroy Peter 217 15 32 55 190 28 50
28 Millar James 466 15 69 90 398 59 70 ischarged 1 st

November 1830
29 .artin Jahial 234 15 35 10 205 30 75
30 i.ast William 184 15 27 60 158 23 70
31 Dwens Silvestex 343 15 51 45 301 45 15
32 Parum David H 432 5 64 80 375 56 25
33 Poortermans

John C. 122 15 18 30 105 15 75
34 iose William 210 L5 31 50 186 27 90
35 3mith Thomas J 173 L5 25 95 148 22 20 Discharged 24

March 1830

36 'Shelton Robert 221 15 33 15 188 28 20 Discharged 11

May 1830
37 3kehan Michael 478 15 71 70 410 61 50
38 3mith Thomas 115 1 17 25 105 15 75~~~.!.:



39 Town Thomas - 453 15 67 95 385 57 75 Discharged st

November 1830
40 Travis

Richard 443 15 66 45 386 57 90
41 Unyarar Jacol 458 1 68 70 398 59 70
42 Wallace Eli F 168 1 25 20 142 21 30 Discharged 2 7 th

April 1830
43 Ward Bryan 396 1 59 40 340 51 00

Tota 1 3936 " 2090 40 1206 180Q 60



FROM Edgar Allan Poe*

New York March 10th, 1831
Sir:

Having no 'longer any ties which can bind me to my native
country - no prospects - nor any friends - I intend by the
first opportunity to proceed to Paris with the view of obtain-
ing, thro' the interest of the Marquis de LaFayette*, an
appointment, (if possible) in the Pplish Army. In the event
of the interference of France in behalf of Poland this may
easily be effected -- at all events it will be my only
feasible plan of procedure.

The object of this letter is respectfully to request
that you will give me such assistance as may lie in your
power in furtherance of my views.

A certificate of "standing" in my class is all that I
have any right to expect.

Any thing farther -- a letter to a friend in Paris - or
to the Marquis - would be a kindness which I should never for-
get. Most respectfully Yr. Obt St. EDGAR A. POE
Col. Thayer Supt U. S. M. A.

*See Index



FROM John Quincy Adams*

Washington 14-April 1831

Col. S. Thayer - Superintendent of the Military Academy
at West Point

Dear Col

Your Letter of the 1st inst. with an enclosure from
Mr. Gimbrede, and his engraving of Stewart's last Portrait
of my father have been received for which I pray you to
accept and tender to him my thanks. The engraving, with the
exception of a slight defect (perhaps in the shading) about
the Mouth, equals the high expectations I had formed of the
work from its being in the hands of Mr Gimbrede - I should
be glad to subscribe for twelve copies of the Print, of
which I beg you to have the goodness to inform him; and that
they should be forwarded to me at Quincy. I expect to leave
this City to return thither the next week. I am, with great
Respect, Dear Col Your obdt servt J. Q. ADAMS

*See Index



FROM John Nelson*
West Point (June 13, 1831)

The following committees have been appointed, by the

President of the Board of Visitors (Winfield Scott)*, in

pursuance of a Resolution, adopted on Thursday, the 9th of

June 1831.
1st on Engineering, Drawing, Artillery and Infantry

tactics - Messrs(Simon)Cameron*, (John A.) Dix*,

(Frederick) Hambright* and (Henry) Leavenworth*.

2d on Natural Philosophy and Mathematics - Messrs

(John) Page*, Dix and (Josiah) Everett*

3d on Ethics, National and Constitutional Law and

Languages - Messrs (John) Farnham)* (John)

Brockenbrough* & (Walter S.) Franklin*

4th on Chemistry and Natural History - Messrs Everett,

(William B.) Ewing* and (L. I.) Sharp* -
5th on Police, Discipline, Fiscal concerns and General

Economy of the Institution - Messrs (Charles E.)

Dudley*, (Pierre) VanCourtland* and Franklin.
JNO. NELSON

June 13, 1831 Secy B. V.

*See Index



FROM James Scott to Nathaniel Dougherty*

Philadelphia 26th of July 1831

Dear Friend

I have the pain to relate to you that your brother ar-

rived here a few days ago and was taken very ill and wishes

to see you. it is his request that you will come as soon as

possible and I think you had better attend as soon as you

can after you: receive this letter & I remain your Friend &

Brother JAMES SCOTT

*See Index



TO War Department

Aug. 1 1831

Lt Col, S. Thayer enclosing a communication from Capt

Hitchcock, presenting facts etc from which it appears neces-

sary to order a court martial to try Cadet (Nathaniel)

Dougherty*- and requests one may be ordered accordingly or

his resignation accepted

(Cdt D's resignation referred to was not enclosed)

*See Index



FROM Ethan Allen Hitchcock* to Nathaniel Dougherty*

(1 August 1831)

Cadet Dougherty has a leave of absence from the first until
the seventh

1st of August 1831

*See Index



FROM Ethan A. Hitchcock*
West Point August 1. 1831

Sir

I have the honor to enclose certain papers relating to

Cadet (Nathaniel)Dougherty* & regret to be compelled to make

the following statement and reflections with regard to them.

Cadet Dougherty called at my hut this morning & applied for

a leave of absence to visit a sick brother (as stated by him)

& left with me the accompanying papers; - one, a letter pro-

fessing to have been written by a Mr. Scott of Phila. to

inform Cadet Dougherty of the arrival at that place of a sick

brother of Cadet Dos & requesting in the name of the brother

that Cadet D. Would visit Phila. - another paper, intended I

presume to supercede the necessity of showing the letter

being a statement by Cadet Dougherty of the contents of the

letter; a third, a prepared leave of absence, ready for the

signature of the authority for his complying with the re-

quest of his brother.

The papers were left with me at my request, it being my

custom in such cases to consider the applications of Cadets

with the grounds of the applications before me. Cadet

Dougherty no sooner left my hut than the exterior of the

letter attracted my attention as not having the usual stamp

upon it from the Post Office at Phila.,' it being written with

a pen upon the letter the word "Philao" with the figure "26"

and no month stated. The mark for postage also is written in

black ink, when all the letters I have seen from Phila, are

post marked with red ink for postage. I have examined some

at the Post office this morning. I next compared the writing

of the letter to the writing of the other two pieces of paper

and it appeared to have been written by the same hand. The

name Dougherty on the superscription & the same name upon the

prepared leave of absence are precisely alike. The figure 3.

in the date of the letter (1831) is the same in style upon

each of the papers & being peculiar appears to have been

traced by the same hand. - The words "a few days ago" occur

in the letter & in one of the other papers and are subject to

the same remark. The letter (I.) occurs four times in the

letter & twice in the other papers & are liable also to the

same remark. Other letters & perhaps whole words afford

evidence of the same purport. After observing these partic-

ulars I sent for Cadet Dougherty & he informed me that he took

the letter in question from the Post office on Saturday morn-

ing, another circumstance of suspicion, the letters of Cadets

being daily sent to camp & delivered from the Quarter Masters

tents to Cadetso I then saw the Post Master, who asserts that
no cadet has in person received a letter from the Post office,
within his recollection, since the commencement of the encamp-
ment and is positive that none was delivered on Saturday to
Cadet Dougherty. He further states that Cadets do not pay for
their letters in person & that Cadet Do has had no letter

charged to him & you will perceive that the accompanying

letter does not profess to have been paid in Phila. In fine,

the Post master will make oath that the letter, addressed to

Cadet Dougherty, did not pass through his office.

Under these circumstances I am compelled to believe that

Cadet Dougherty has resorted to a dishonorable & disgraceful

attempt at deception, for the purpose of procuring a leave of

absence & therefore request that the requisite measures be taken



to purge the Corps of Cadets of so unworthy a member.

I have endorsed upon the letter & other papers the

present date - the day they were received by myself. I have

the honor to be Very Respectfully Yr. Obt Servt

E. A. HITCHCOCK

Capt. Comg Corps of Cadets

Lt. Col. S. Thayer Sup. U. S, M. A.

P. S. Another circumstance0 which ought to be observed0 is0

that the letter is written upon such paper as our Storekeeper

furnishes to cadets, as will appear, upon holding it to the

light, from the ___ stamp upon it. Respy. EAH.

*See Index



TO Charles Gratiot*

Military Academy
West Point August 1st 1831

Sir

I transmit with extreme regret a communication from
Captain (Ethan Allen)Hitchcock* representing facts and cir-
cumstances which render it highly probable that...Cadet
(Nathaniel) Dougherty* has been guilty of dishonorable &
disgraceful conduct. I have therefore to request that a
General Court Martial be ordered for his trial or that his
resignation (herewith transmitted) be accepted. I am very
respectfully your obed svt S. THAYER Lt Col Sup Mil Acady
Brign. Genl. Charles Gratiot Inspector of the Mil Academy

*See Index



FROM John (?)Delafield*

New York 14 Sept 1831
Dear Sir

I pray you will accept my thanks for your attention to
my Request in Relation to a list of the apparatus belonging
to the West Point Acady.

It has been this day forwarded to the University of
Alabama - where it will be duly appreciated. Very respect-
fully yours J. DELAFIELD

Major Thayer West Point

*See :Index



FROM J. Molinard*

West Point September the 17th 1831.
Dear Sir,

Mr. (Nicolas) Albert Jumel* accepts the offer which I
have made to him, in your name, of the Situation of Sword
Master in the military Academy, according to the conditions
we both agreed upon.

Mr. Jumel will come up to join his thanks to those I
address you for the kindness you have shown to me in this
affair. I am with respect, Colonel, your humble and obedient
servant J. MOLINARD
Lieut: Col: S Thayer. Supt: etc etc

*See Index



FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department

Washington, Oct. 23, 1831
To Lieut Col. So Thayer
Supt of the Mily Acad.

Sir,

I am instructed by the Secretary of War (Lewis Cass)
to inform you, that he will be ready, at any time, after
the 10th promisimo, to take up the revised regulations for
the Government of the Military Academy transmitted with
your communication of the 7th inst: and as you are more in-
timately acquainted with their nature and with their ex-
pected operation, he wishes you to assist personally at this
examination, in order to give such explanations as may be
required. - The period of your coming on for the purpose is
left entirely to your discretion. I am respectfully Sir
Your most Obdt svt C. GRATIOT

*See Index



FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department

Washington, Jany. 17. 1832
To Lieut. Col. S. Thayer
Supt. U. S. Mily. Acady.
West Point N. Y.

Sir

In replying to a letter from Col. (William) Drayton*,
relative to the organization of the Mily. Acady., ( a copy
of which is enclosed) I am desirous of being aided by your
knowledge & experience on the subject, & have therefore to
request that you will favour me, as soon as you can, with
a statement of your views of the general principles which
ought to regulate the proposed re-organization, so as to
accomplish a reduction with the least possible injury to
the Academy - respectfully your obedient servant C GRATIOT

*See Index



TO Charles Gratiot*

Military Academy

West Point, Jany 3 1st 1832

Sir:

I have the honor to enclose herewith "a Bill for the

better organization of the Military Academy", in order that

it may0 if you think proper, be substituted in lieu of that

which was transmitted with my communication of the 27.th

This differs from the other only in containing two additional

sections, (8th & 9th) introduced in conformity to a suggestion

in Lieut (Alfred) Mordecai's* letter reed this morning. I
entirely concur in the propriety of abolishing the office of

paymaster to the Corps of Engineers nor do'I think it im-

portant that a treasurer to the Academy shall be provided for

by law; if the present treasurer can be appointed one of the

paymasters in the Army & continue to be stationed at West
Point.

It will of course be understood that the 2d Section of

the Bill & so much of the 1 St & 6 th as provides for a

professor of Geog: History &c & an Asst prof; of Moral &

political philosophy were introduced in the supposition that

the Executive would think proper to extend the term of study

to 5 years. They will of course be stricken out should such

an extension not be contemplated. I am very respectfully Your

obedt servt S. THAYER

Super MilY AcadY

Brig General Charles Gratiot

Inspector of the MilY AcadY
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FROM Thomas Sully*

Philadelphia Feby 16th 1832

My Dear Sir

I have at length forwarded your portrait to West Point

through the medium of Mr. Carvill of New York, to whom I

yesterday sent the bill of lading.

The whole expense of portrait 0 Frame, & etc is one

hundred dollars.

I have made considerable progress with the whole length

portrait of Ex Pr. Monroe and shall complete it by the end of

the coming spring.

It would be well enough to have the frame ordered as it

will harden properly by the time it is required = it will be

proper for me to mention that its cost would b e from Eighty

to One hundred dollars, according to the kinds of moulding.

With sincere esteem Respect and affection Your Obt Svt.

THOS. SULLY

Col. Thayer
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FROM William H. C. Bartlett*

New Port R. Island Feby 21. 1832
Dear Sir,

I have just received your letter of the 16th inst:
Stating that a report had been in circulation at West Point
for 'several months past, the tendency of which was injurious
to your character; this report, you further observe, charges
you with duplicity towards me on the occasion of my applying
for the Professorship of Engineering, and you ask me if you
stand acquitted in my judgement of this Charge. I answer
this by an unqualified affirmative. - Having answer'd your
inquiry, the cause of which has given me great pain, you
will allow me to add, as I do with the most unaffected
sincerity, that I extremely regret the occurrence of any
circumstance connected with myself that could give you a
moments concern, or that could have any tendency to change
those feelings which many acts of kindness towards me have
induced me to believe were those of friendship. With great
respect & regard Your Obt: Servant WM. H. C. BARTLETT
Col. S. Thayer U. S. Engineers, etc etc
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TO Joseph G. Swift*
West Point Feby 29th 1832

Dear General

I hasten to say, in reply to your Note of the 2 7 t
h just

recd. relative to your nephew Cadet Julius Adams*, that nothing

can be done for him by the authorities of the Academy. The

regulation was established after mature consideration by the

late Secretary of War (John H. Eaton) & again approved by the

present Secretary(Lewis Cass) & so far as it may depend on him

& on the Academic Board will doubtless be carried into effect

in every instance. The only source of hope is in the President

(Andrew Jackson) who is in the habit of dispensing with the

most important regulations of the Academy in favor of his

friends in spite of the Academic Authorities & the Secretary

of War himself. I do not see why he will not be as likely to

yield to any solicitations from the friends of Cadet Adams as

to those of others in behalf of their relations The chances

of success would, in my opinion, be as 3 to 1

I anticipate with much pleasure your promised visit & hope

it will not be long defered. Kemble is in the City but will

be at home on Monday or Tuesday. As ever very faithfully your

friend S. THAYER

Genl. Joseph G. Swift
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TO "Judge" Crane

Military Academy

West Point May 13 1832

Dear Sir

I have but this moment rec. your letter of the 10lth

pressing doubts & propounding certain questions relative to

the late trial of your son Cadet W C. Co Cane*. I will pro-

ceed to answer those questions altho' you must excuse me for

being very brief in consideration of the pressure of my
official duties at this time. You say "on reading my sons

case I was irresistibly led to ask the question could not Col.
Thayer the Superintendent have given a different direction

to the affair?", Cadet Crane was arrested for disobeying a

legal & proper order & persisted in the disobedience noth-

withstanding the instructions & friendly advice of Colo Thayero

Will Judge Crane have the goodness to state what he thinks

Col T. should have done in the case in order.... (letter in-

complete)
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TO Judge Crane*
West Point May 13 1832

Dear Sir

I have but this moment recd . your letter of the I0 t h .

asking various questions relative to the late trial of your

son (William C. Crane) which I will proceed to answer altho'

you must excuse me for being brief in consideration of the

pressure of my official duties: You say "on reading my sons

case I was irresistably led to ask the question could not

Col Thayer the Superintendent have given a different direc-

tion to the affair" Cadet Crane was arrested for disobeying

a legal & proper order & persevered in the disobedience in

opposition to the friendly advice which he recd, from the

Superintendent on the occasion. What does Judge C suppose

Col. T. would have done which he did not do? Was he to

premit the authorities of the Academy to be trampled under

foot? If not what "other direction" could he have given to

the affair? "I have rested contented in the confidence,

that altho' my son was young, he would have had the aid of

judicious council" I have already stated that your son had

the aid of the best council I could give him on the occasion

& the only regret, I should suppose, would be, that your son

was not disposed to hearken to it "How can a parent rest

satisfied when his son is liable to be dismissed & disgraced

by reason of a construction of a military regulation, about

which there seems to be some difference of opinion" Col T.

can assure Judge C that no Cadet is liable to be dismissed

from any such cause." "Why was the order when disobeyed so

often renewed"? Because it was supposed each time that cool

reflection & the advice & admonitions of the Superintendent

might have changed your sons mind in which case he would

have been let off with a reprimand instead of being tried by

a Ct Martial "Was it (the removal of the order) to force

him to recant, to operate on his mind like the terrors of

the Inquisition? Was it because Lt. Bassinger (William G.

Basinger) had doubts of the legality of this order? or was

it to increase the enormity of the offense"? The answer to

the preceeding question shows how utterly unjust & unfounded

were all those various imputations or suspicions. "I have

endeavored to recommend to my son to cultivate the pliancy

of the willow rather than the stubborness of the oak & had

he recd your advice on the occasion & gone contrary to it

I should have been sorely displeased & mortified." From a

foregoing remark you will perceive that your son did receive

my advice & went contrary to it. I will only add that your

son possesses talents & might do well but he is & has been

from the beginning exceedingly intractable & insubordinate

Instead of countenancing this disposition by listening to
his complaints against the officers would you not better con-

sult his welfare by exerting a parents influence to instill

into his mind submissions to the regulations & a respectfull

obedience to those
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TO Callender Irvine*

Military Academy
West Point June 5th 1832

Sir

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 31st ultimo advising me that the Tents
for which you have recd. my requisition will be forwarded by
the 1st of July at latest. The Cadets will go into Camp
about the 20th of this month & I would be glad to have the
Tents with poles by that time if practicable I remain with
great respect Your most obedt. Servant S. THAYER

Lt. Col Supn Milo Acady
Callendex Irvine Esqo, Commissary General
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FROM Alexander Macomb*
Washington. 26 June 1832

My dear Colonel.

I have to regret that circumstances obliged me to return

to Washington without again seeing you at West Point as I had

intended. especially as I desired to assure you personally of

the great satisfaction, I experienced in my visit to the

Military Academy. Every thing was in an improved condition

from the Sword Masters Department to "the highest branch of

Military _" as the Law says. The Members of the Board

all expressed themselves equally satisfied but none could

have (enjoy) the same gratification that I did. The personal

appearance of the Cadets, their Military Exercises their

general deportment all seemed greatly improved. I think that

the quarters and buildings require reformations - I mean the

quarters of the Cadets and the Building used for instruction

appointments. There is a want of room and adaptation, which

is very evident. Even the more so now as every other part of

the Institution get up since I last visited West Point is so

superior. Your assiduity did not escape the notice of the

Members of the Board - they have all gone away impressed with

a correct Idea of your dilligence, intelligence, perserverance

& ability to fulfil the duties assigned you in a superior

manner - without flattery, I am able to assure you that your

character stands if possible higher than ever - a character

the most amiable of any one in the Army & equal to that of any

out of it. I have considered one thing at West Point that

might be improved. it is in regard to the manner of the cadets

cleaning their rooms - I would suggest to you the advantage

of dry rubbing the floors instead of scrubbing them - the

former has this advantage it cleans them equally well, without

rendering the wood damp, which must be unwholesome, especially

as the cadets must sleep on them in the same evening that they-

are scrubbed - besides the water used in scrubbing must become

foul and in that State enter the pores of the wood leave a

disagreeable effluvia - that effluvia was (remarked by) the

board but to remedy it, it was proposed to ventilate the halls

by more windows, the Board attributing the smell to the close-

ness of the rooms rather than to the washing, of which however

they were not aware, nor did I inform themr The duke of

(Saxe Weimar) made the (same) remark, I make here.

As it regards my Son Alexander (Saranac Macomb)* I wish

distinctly to understand that I wish him to be treated strictly

according to his merits - to grant him no indulgences that

are not granted to others and to punish him if he deserves it -

I was pleased with his appearance as it regards his person

and soldierlike attitude - I am sure he is somewhat lazy0 but

I hope he will be obedient and respectful -His capacity is

rather mediocre but with industry I am in hopes, he may get

along. I shall be glad0 Colonel, if when you visit Washington

you would do me the favour take of your quarters with me - I

shall always have a room at your disposal. When you see my

friend Mr. Kemblee* make my kindest regards & respects to him.

Accept the assurance of my certain respect & esteem Yours truly

A. MACOMB
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FROM John C. Montgomery* to George Howard*

New York - June 28. 1832.
My dear Sir,

Should my friend Col. Thayer, the superintendent of
the Military Academy at West Point, have it in his power to
pass a day in Baltimore, on his return from Washington, he
will do himself the pleasure of presenting to you this
letter and it affords me a high degree of gratification to
have it in my power to make you acquainted with so accomplish-
ed an officer, and with a gentleman who is universally esteem-
ed and respected -

Have the goodness to present my kindest regards to Mrs.
Howard and your family, and believe me to be, with sincere
regard, very faithfully, yr friend, JOHN C. MONTGOMERY
To George Howard Esqr. Baltimore

*See Index



FROM Charles Gratiot* to Lewis Cass*

Engineer Department

Washington July 6. 1832
Hon. L. Cass

Secretary of War

Sir:

In consideration of the length of time during which the
present Superintendent of the Military Academy (Sylvanus
Thayer) has discharged the important and difficult duties
of his station; the highly satisfactory manner in which
those duties have been performed; and the present prosperous

state of the Institution, attributable chiefly to the in-
dustry, zeal and talents of the Superintendent, in whose
favour testimony has been repeatedly borne at every inspec-
tion of the Academy by the Boards of Visitors, or other
authorized Inspectors. I am of opinion that the acknowle

edged merits of the Superintendent constitute a fair claim to
the exercise in his favor of the power granted to the

Executive to confer Brevet rank on such officers as shall

distinguish themselves by meritorious conduct; and I there-
fore consider it but an act of justice to suggest the con-
ferring of the rank of Colonel by Brevet to Lt. Col. S,
Thayer.

Should you concur with me the justice and propriety of
this Suggestion, I beg that you will recommend it to the
favorable consideration of the President of the United States
(Andrew Jackson). I am etco etc. (signed) Co GRATIOT Brig Gen.
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TO Charles Gratiot*

Military Academy

West Point July 29th. 1832.
Sir:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communications of the 10th. and 26th. instant advising me
that the leaves of absence granted by the Superintendent of
the Military Academy to Cadets(Henry)Waller*, J(ohn) F. Lee*
& Edwin Robinson* had been extended by the Secretary of War
(Lewis Cass). I consider it due not less to the interests
of the Military Academy than to the office confided to me
by the Government to present a respectfuil but earnesr
remonstrance against these instances of interference by the
Department with the proper duties of the Superintendent of
the Military Academyo In the first place I beg leave to re-
mark that all communications from Cadets to the War Dept.
are required, by the 145 Par. of the Academy Regulations,
to be passed thro' the Superintendent.

I would also represent that the rules which govern in
the granting of furloughs & leaves of absence were framed
with the particular view to reward and encourage meritorious
conduct & cannot be departed from without prejudice to the
Institution. I am Sir, very respectfully yr. obedient
servant (signed) S. THAYER Lto Col. Supdt. Mily Acady
Brig. General Charles Gratiot Inspector of the Military Academy
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TO Callender Irvine*

Military Academy

West Point Augto 13 1832

Sir

I take the liberty to advise you that I have just trans-

mitted to the Secy of War(Lewis Cass) for his sanction a

Requisition for Fifty Wall Tents with flies poles etc. com-

plete, to be delivered at West Point by the 1st of Sept. if

practicable. The Requisition has been made under a conviction

that it will be deemed necessary to keep the Cadets encamped

for some time after the commencement of the studies on the

1st of Sept. in which event the number of additional tents

required will be indispensably necessary. I can entertain no

doubt that you will receive the Requisition in the course of

the present week & you would add another to the many favors

for which this Institution is already indebted to you if you

would cause the tents to be forwarded to us with the least

possible delay. I remain with the highest respect etc Yr.

obedt. Servant Se THAYER

Callender Irvine Esquire Commissary General of Purchases
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TO Callender Irvine*

West Point August 24 1832
Sir

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication
of the 18th from which I am led to hope that you will be
able to forward a considerable portion of the tents required
so as to reach West Point by the 2d or 3d of September &
that the remainder will be forthcoming within a few days
thereafter. There is a sloop which sails regularly from New
York to this place every Saturday afternoon. I would thank
you to send as many tents as can be got ready by that time
early enough to be shipped on board the said sloop on Satur-
day the 1st of Sept. It is stated in your letter that you
have in store some wall tents not of approved form & dimen-
sions. Will you have the goodness to inform me by return of
mail how many such tents you have & in what respects they
differ from the approved patterno Very respectfully & truly
yours S. THAYER
C. Irvine Esq. Commissary General (of Purchases, Philadelphia)
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FROM John J. Abert*
(September 16, 1832)

Dear Thayer.

You have no doubt observed the Severity of the cholera

with us. You cannot judge of it by our papers, it is much

worse than they represent.

The great Security, as paddy would Say is not to get it.

And it can be avoided to a moral certainty by attention to

diet and a proper treatment of the premonitory Symptoms -

Avoid the peach as you. would Arsenick, where the cholera in-

fluence prevails, it has scarce ever with us failed to pro-

duce death. After Sickness from other fruits recoveries have

been made, but I believe never after the peach with us. i- e

when Sickness followed it. Cabbage is also particularly bad.

Our diet is meat, beef or mutton, mealy potatoes & rice - no

other vegetables & no fruit of any kind or in any way, cooked,

preserved, or crude. -

I send you a pamphlet for yourself and your doctor -
and a prescription for the premonitory disordered bowels sent

to me by a friend & a distinguished Physician of Phila. He

says "it has prevented hundreds of cases of cholera in our

City (Phila), I used it by gallons in my hospital and the

vicinity."

three drachms prepared oyster shells

two drachms pulv. gum. Arab.

two drachms white Sugar. Rub these in a mortar with

four drops of oil of cinnamon. Then add:

half oz. Elix. Par.

One drachm. Lavender Comp.

four oz. of water

Dose. Table Spoon full at a time, every hour or so according

to the symptoms."

Shake the mixture well before using it. It will not keep over.

a few days in hot weather -

Let me beseech you to avoid all gastric purges and

particularly on the premonitory stages.

We are all well - Truly Yours J. J. ABERT

Sept. 16. 1832

Col Thayer
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TO Callender Irvine*

Military Academy

West Point Sept. 29 1832

Sir

I have submitted for the sanction of the Secy of War
(Lewis Cass) certain alterations in the uniform of the Band
attached to this Institution & hope soon to receive a favor-

able decission. On the reception of the decission of the

Department I will loose no time in addressing you in reply to

the very oblidging offer contained in your communication of

the 30th ultimo. I remain very respectfully & truly your

most obedt Servant S. THAYER

Calender Irvine Esquire Commissary general of Purchase
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FROM William Augustus Muhlenberg*

(November 8, 1832)
Cole Thayer,

Dr Sir,

On no account would I ask Mr. Wharton to leave you
under the circumstances you mention - Accordingly I shall
not expect him at Flushing within a fortnight - In haste,
with great regard your Obed Servt -WM. AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG
Flushing L. I. - ·Novr 8th 1832
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TO Lewis Cass*

Military Academy

West Point Nov. 26 1832
Sir

I am aware that a direct & unofficial communication to
the Secretary of War (Lewis Cass) on a public matter is in-
formal & unusual but trust that the peculiar circumstances
of the case will plead my apology. From what has occurred
during the present year & especially from the nature of
certain recent orders to which I need not allude more partic-
ularly I am led to believe that there is something at this
Institution which does not altogether meet with the
Presidents approbation, but I am at a loss to conjecture
whether the dissatisfaction, if such really exists, relates
to persons or things. If it be the former I need not point
out the proper remedy & have only to say that I have nothing
to ask or to deprecate with respect to myself. Fourteen
successive annual Board of Visitors have been sent to attend
the general examination & to inquire into the administration
of the Institution, Many of the members of these Boards
were known to come here with strong prepossessions against
the Institution. Others were also known to be confidential
friends of President Jackson. All will, I am sure, do me
the justice to acknowledge that I afforded every possible
facility for these investigations & that they had access to
all sources of information on the spot. Besides these
annual visitations frequent Inspections e€-~he-AeaLemy-&
theBe-e€iee@-e©-Geve f met- have been made by the freqeent
Inspector of the Acdy & other high officers of Government.
¥aeses-e~fRpeevfeas Has a single abuse or act of mal-
administration during these fourteen years been presented to
the notice of the Government by either of the Authorities

I have named? If so I am utterly ignorant of it. I am
certain that the President is too just and generous to pass
sentence of condemnation on anyone without a hearing or to
have formed unfavorable opinions respecting the administration
of the Academy from information derived from interested or
prejudiced sources. My mind is therefore at ease on that
score. Some persons, I am told, are of opinion that the
Regulations are too rigid. I can indeed conceive that many
if not most persons might arrive at that opinion by a bare
perusal of the Regulations & by considering them in the ab-
stract but I flatter myself that that the opinion is con-
fined principally to those who have not witnessed their
operation & the spirit & manner in which they are administered,
However that may be it is not now my objects to defend the
present system so far as it subject$ cadets tQ trial by courts
martial it is ws t ' the teBs IE ± r~nal;e re trrwre oose

.e^-em-Ryae-wae-e-adeS~$ed-a -so gesGess0 Nevve.the~ess it
has been long establishedo Experience has not decidedly con-
demned it, & I most s incerelvylbeeve that while Cadets co-:
tinue subject to be tried byAcourtB Mle~FGs a code of
Regulations not materially different from that now established
is indispensably necessary. Still if the President cannot be
convinced that it is otherwise than wrong it is undoubtedly
his duty to change it pbut not I hope until after the most
mature consideration I would then respectfully propose as a
preliminary step thatSv'a -- -- less than 3) discreet



persons having the entire confidence of the President be sent
to West Point to examine & discuss the whole matter and re-
port their opinions. At this Board the Superintendent would,
I suppose, be allowed a seat but not a vote. If this or any
similar measure be adopted I intrust that it may be so with-
out delay. You know better than I can tell you that any
Regulations however perfect in themselves & however well
administered by the Authorities here are incapable of pro-
ducing the desired result so long as the impression continues
(& I assure you that the impression is deep & general) that
they do not meet with the full approbation of the Executive
or while it is believed that a dismissed Cadet can get re-
instated whether by the influence of powerful friends or by
direct & personal application to the President. Wtea-seme-
$heeg eg-Bee-de-$9-eesftteeae3ete-#he-e^Pweess Me-wheehoE his@
alibied i- Iwh-eh-Be-kBewS- -e©-e-deep & geR@A;-ei~esi-eei@@ 8
ieeh-meeh-easqiaetede-em I remain with the highest respect Your
obedt. Servant S. THAYER
Hon'ble Lewis Cass
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FROM Frederick A. Smith* to Lewis Cass* 

West Point, Decr 9th 1832
Sir,

In accordance with an act of the regulations of the
Military Academy whereby cadets who consider themselves
aggrieved, are authorised to appeal to the War Department,
I appeal to you for redress of a grievance I consider myself
to have suffered. - It is with a feeling of great regret that
I do this, for the situation of a complainant against con-
stituted authorities is at no time an agreeable one to me,
but a sense of the justice due to myself & the impossibility
of otherwise obtaining it compel me to an appeal.

The facts are these, - Upon the 17th of October last, a
report was recorded against me, for being "Absent from
quarters after taps." _There being no ground whatever for
the report as I was not absent a moment & as the offence

charged is here considered by the penalty attached one of the

most serious of the lesser offences, I should have contented
myself with merely denying it, supposing that it arose from
some mistake, if circumstances had not shown me that the report

had been made on unjust & unreasonable grounds. On the night
of the 17th, a serenade had been given by three cadets to a
lady residing then upon the point at the house of the report-
ing officer, and a few days afterwards, a report was read out
against six of the Corps, who had as it afterwards appeared,

a reputation for musical talent & four of whom were no more

conscious than myself of having given occasion for such a
report : - this fact with the circumstance of most of us

having at times belonged to a musical club, plainly indicating
the manner in which the report had been given, that it was
without good grounds for even suspicion, and that, in order
to discover the guilty in a particular case, a serious offence
had been charged without a shadow of reason on many of us, I
thought I could not consistently with the feelings of a gentle-

man, content myself with a simple denial of the charge, but de-
manded that it should be withdrawn, on the sole ground of its
being unjust & unauthorised.--My excuse to this effect, was
given to the Comt of Cadets in the prescribed form, but no
notice taken of it. - I then laid the case before the Super-
intendent - I was told by him that I had no right to the in-
ference I had drawn, respecting the circumstances & that he
could do nothing more in the case. I then obtained permission
to speak to the reporting officer (who before this, had not

been known) to ascertain from himself the reasons of the re-
port. - The Commandant of Cadets informed me that the report

had been made upon his responsibility - his reasons were, he
said, that it was known that there had been music upon several
nights previous without permission, which it was necessary to
stop; & that on this occasion, altho' he had not heard the
music himself, it had been mentioned to him the next morning,
& he had taken upon himself to report those on whom he thought

the report might attach with "considerable certainty" - my-
self among the number, as it was known that lastear I was
one of a musical club. - With respect to the "considerable

certainty", it may be judged from the circumstances that of
the six reported, two only had comitted the offense & they of
course were known no more than the others.

So that it appears from the confession of this officer



himself5 that the question you are to determine is - whether

the officers of this institution are to be allowed to charge

all those whom they see fit - with offences, in order to

discover the guilty. Whatever may be the decision, I am con-

fident among men of any honour, the system will fail of its

object, - and the only result will be that those who cannot

stoop to the denial of a charge so made, will suffer rather

the penalty of the offence, than the loss of their own self-

respect - thus reversing a principle I have never before

known disputed by virtually asserting it better that the

innocent be punished than that the guilty should escape.

If the case had been one of extreme necessity, this

virtual court of inquiry might have some excuse; but it was

not considered an offence of a deep dye to Serenade a lady,

especially as being at the house of the Commandant himself 

the act showed in itself, that it was not considered possible

that a report could ensue - from that quarter at least -

moreover permissions have been frequently granted by the

Superintendent himself on special occasions, for this very

purpose.

I have one thing more to mention which I would gladly

omit as it implies a charge against the Commandant of Cadets

(Capt. Ethan A. Hitchcock)* which I should be unwilling to

make against any officer or gentleman. --but it is necessary

in order to show his own opinion of his own conduct.--He was

asked after the reports were generally known, by a friend of

his, if he had been the reporting officer, and replied that

"The Cadets knew him too well to think him capable of it" --

This was repeated to me & several other cadets , by the person

to whom it was told, as a vindication of Capt. Hitchcock

against what were then asserted to be the unjust suspicions

of the corps - the report having been generally attributed to

him.

From this statement, you may perceive0 Siro my reasons

for complaint, & I feel bound to charge Capt. Hitchcock with

unjust & unwarrantable conduct & to demand that justice of

you which I am denied here.

With respect to the penalty of the offence, it being a

few marks opposite our name, the charge may appear to you

made upon trivial grounds - but when you reflect that those

marks materially affect our character abroad & our place in

the class here, they will perhaps appear sufficiently im-

portant to justify our using all honorable means to cancel

them - especially when unjustly given.

If upon any point, the information is not sufficiently

full, so that you might be induced to suspend your decision

at so great a distance I would respectfully request that the

affair may be investigated by the court martial now sitting

here, as I feel that I am wronged while the report remains

against meo I am.Sir Yr. most obedt Servto F. A. S(mith)

Cadet-USMA

Hon Lewis Casso Secy at War

(notation on back of Dec 9, 1832 letter to Cass from F. A, SO)

West Point Dec 9th 1832

Sir,

I send you enclosed my appeal to the Secy of War (Lewis

Cass)E on the subject of my late reporto You will perceive

that my statement contains an implied charge against Capt.

Hitchcock 0 which I sincerely regret being obliged to make



against any officer of this institution even in my own defence.

I should be happy therefore to have my letter shown to himr
that he may have the opportunity of making such remarks as

he thinks proper.

As my letter is to be accompanied with remarks by yourself

I should be glad, if you have no objection0 to be favoured

with a copy of them. I am Sir etc

To Col. So Thayer Supt. U. S. M. A.
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TO Charles Gratiot*

Military Academy
West Point Dec 11 th 1832

Brig Gnl Co Gratiot

Inspector of the M Academy

Sir,

Enclosed herewith is an appeal by Cadet Fo(rederick) A.

Smith* from my decision in relation to a report made against

him by an officer of the Institution. When the fact or facts

specified in a Report against a Cadet are denied they are

investigated or the report is cancelled. If the facts are

not denied the report is considered correct and entered in

the Register accordingly. This has been an invariable rule.

If I still deem it a just one I must continue to adhere to

it in every case. I am respectfully your obt servt

Signed S THAYER

*See Index



FROM Lewis Cass*
Washington Deer. 27, 1832

Lieut. Colonel S. Thayer

Military Academy,

West Point, New York

Dear Sir:

I have not had time before now to answer your letter

nor indeed have I much at the present moment at my disposal,

I must therefore be brief, but I trust I shall be satisfactory.
There is not in the mind of the President(Andrew Jackson)

the slightest shade of unkindly feeling towards you. I speak

to you with the utmost candor, and I say, that I do know. He

has great respect for you, and he has expressed it to me

many times. His ideas concerning some of the principles of

the government of the institution are known to you but they

impute no blame to yourself. These principles are founded

upon the regulations, and I presume their operation may be

traced to the earlier period of the liberty of the Academy.

I did in fact and yet entertain notions though probably not to

the same extent. Though I must confess to you that within a

short time and in consequence of conversations with persons,

in whose judgment and views I placed much confidence and

particularly General Eaton, my impressions have been somewhat

weakened. But these impressions> when strongest, were not

associated with the least doubt of your conduct and capacity,

and in justice to myself I may add of your peculiar fitness

for the very arduous and responsible office you hold. I need

not tell you what I have always thought and said of your

qualifications and course. My public reports are correct

evidences of my opinion upon that subject.

I will deal with you with all frankness. The state of

affairs at the Academy is good. The temporary difficulties

have disappeared and I imagine when they existed they were

greatly overrated. Dismiss the whole sub-ject from your mind.

You shall hear from me unofficially if any circumstances should
arise, of which I have not the least expectation, to change

these views of the matter. I am, Dear Sir, Truly Yours

LEW CASS

*See Index



FROM Lewis Cass*
War Department Dec 28th 1832

I have examined the appeal of F, Ao Smith* of the

M. Academy, from the decision recently made against him at

that Institution, and am satisfied the proceedings in re-

lation to him have been erroneous, It is therefore reversed,

and the charges of delinquency against him on this account

will be expunged from the Academic roll.

The object of the report is by the infliction of the

appropriate punishment, to carry into operation the laws of

the Institution: Its effect is either to attach to the

accused the prescribed penalty, or to require him to dis-

avow the act Certainly before the former should be done,

there ought to be some probability of his quilt. A prob-

ability, founded, not on constitutionai attachments or

antipathes, but on some facts, either direct or circumstan-

tial, Reports, if mere conjectures are to be received,

would be useless Such conjectures could as well be made by

the Superior as by the Inferior Officer, and in either case

would be unworthy of attention. They ought to be followed

neither by rewards nor punishments Still less should they

be deemed sufficient to put the accused party upon his trial

whether that trial is to be determined by an investigation

of the facts, or by his acknowledgement or denial of their

truth. The operation of such a principle would subject the

M Academy to a species of inquisition, incompatible with

the feelings of our Countrymen. A reporting officer might

conjecture in any case, that every member of the Academy was

a participator in an improper act, the authors of which

could not otherwise be discovered, and all the Cadets in the

Institution might be called in succession to protest their

innocence or to avow their guilt. It would be far better,
at once to establish such a course of proceeding, by

positive & public regulation, than in this indirect yet in-
evitable way, to compel these Young Men to disclose all

their youthful indiscretions, as well as their more serious

offences: And it is better that many of these should go un-

discovered or unpunished, than that such a practice should

become established. Signed L CASS

*See Index



TO Thomas Aspinwall* (?)

(1833)

Philosophical Apparatus to be procured in England.

A working model of the Centrifugal Pump 4 10 0

DoDo o Barker's Mill 1 18 0

Do Do Persian Wheel 2 00 0
Do Do Chain Pump 3 10 0
Do Do De la Hire's Pump 6 00 0

Do Do Bramah's Hydrostatic Press 17 00 0

Ferguson's compound Engine in which the different

mechanical powers work together 4 15 0

Hydrostatic Bellows, 18 0

A set of glass balls for specific gravities of

fluids 1 10 0

A small still, with worm, tub0 & lamp. for

supplying distilled water 2 10 0

A copper bottle, beam & stand for accurately

weighing air. 3 3 0

Six breaking squares case and cap for external

pressure of the Atmosphere 10 6
A copper air-fountain, with syringe & various jets 7 00 0
Apparatus for exhibiting the loss of weight sus-

tained by a body when immersed in a fluid

(bucket and cylinder). 1 2 0

An altitude and azimuth circle, divided on

silvers each circle being fifteen inches

in diameter0 with reading micrometers........1430 00 0

A Dollond's double-image dynameter for deter-

mining the magnifying powers of telescopes. 5 00 0

The articles enumerated above are required to be of the best

construction - The prices affixed to be considered as limits.

to the first cost of the several articles exclusive of the

charges thereon. An altitude & azimuth circle of Troughton's

manufacture would be preferred.

*See Index



(1833)
CATALOGUE

of

INSTRUMENTS

Made by

TROUGHTON AND SIMMS$
136 Fleet Street

London

Printed by Ellerton and Henderson, Gough Square.

CATALOGUE.

Spectacles in Gold, Silvero Tortoiseshell, and Steel Hand
Spectacles, Opera and Reading Glasses, in various mountings.

One-foot Portable Telescope . .. . .o ' ...... ~ o 1 15 0
Eighteen-inch ditto.. ,,,. 0a .e... . . .. ........ 2 12 6
Two-feet dtt O O o e o . 3 13 6
Thirty-inch ditto ................................... 5 5 0Thi% rty irnch ditto , m o \e o . o o a e a cD o, e o o e o e . o e o e o.o o 5 5 0
Three-feet ditto o o ,... o e o o o .o e . . e . o 6 6 0
Military Case and Sling ... e ... .. O o .. . 0 10 6

Portable Brass Stand, for any of the above Tele-
scopes.... . ... .. . ... ,. 21S. to 1 15 0

Two-feet Navy Telescope.,..............e , e o..,.. 2 12 6
Three-feet ditt,.O.e .o . .. o o o e o o . . a 5 5 0
Day or Night Telescopes ., .. ..... .. 4 4 0
Large Night Glass ................ ... .eo... o o 3 3 0
Thirty-inch Achromatic Telescope, mounted on

Pillar-and-claw Stand, with Terrestrial
and Astronomical Eye-pieces, in a Mahogany
Case ......... o e o . . . e e a e ............. 10 10 0

Ditto, with Vertidal Rack Motion. ... ,.......... 12 12 0
Forty-five-inch Achromatic Telescope, 23/4 inches

aperture, on Stand, with Terrestrial and

.Astronomical Eye-pieces ... ,,,, ... o ... 23 2 0
Ditto- with Vertical Rack Motion and Finder.e. . 26 5 0

Ditto0, with Horizontal Rack and Steadying Rods .... 31 10 0
Ditto0 3¼ inch aperture, with Rack-Work .Motions,

Finder, 1 Terrestrial0 and 3 Astronomical
Eye-pieces, in Mahogany Box,......, o ,.... 42 0 O0

Ditto, 3 3/4 inch aperture .Mounted as aboveo..... 68 5 0

Universal Equatorial 0 instead of Pillar and Claw
Stand to the above Telescopes, 15 Guineas
extra 

Telescopes, from 5 to 7 feet, variously Mounted

from 1OOt to 280 0 0

One-foot Reflecting Telescope ..... ... . ...... O O e 7 7 0
Eighteen-inch dittoo ,,e.. ,.....o o o ,,,.,,,, o 14 14 0
Two-feet ditto, with .Rack Work. o . OO o O o 0, o o o 21 0 0
Three-feet ditto e .......... o o o e o o o o o ... 29 8 0



Solar Microscopes .. .e o .o . from 6( .10s. to 21 0 0

Compound Microscopes o o from 1. is. to 24 0 0

Botanic, Cloth0 &c. Microscopes 0 Diagonal Print

Machines, Black Mirrors for Landscapes,

Claude Glasses 0 Magic Lanterns, &c.

Cabin and Binnacle Compasses ....... .from lt.5s.to 5 0 0

Azimuth Compasses ... ... .... ... from 4/.14s.6d.to 15 15 0

Pocket Compasses .. . .. o ........ . froma ·3s. 6d.to 4 14 6
Ebony Quadrant 0 with Tangent Screw ............... 3 13 6
Best ditto, with Telescope...... . ............. 4 4 0
Ebony Sextant, with Telescopes...o.....8e .8s.and 9 9 0
Optical Square .... o . o .......... oe o o 1 1 0
Box .Sextant ...... o o o.o e .. D . o e s. 3i .13s. 6d .to 5 5 0

Metal Sextant, six-inch Radius divided on Silver
to 20 seconds .o... .o ., o...,.,. .o 15 15 0

Ditto, seven-inch Radius, divided to 10 seconds... 16 16 0
Eight-inch improved ditto, with double Frames,

divided on -Silver' to 10 seconds.......... 18 18 0
Ditto, divided on Platina, o , .o. . ,. .. 21 0 0

Ditto, divided on Gold ...... ....... . . . o.. 23 2 0

Dip Sector... ...........e...... ............. 12 12 0
Troughton's Reflecting Circle .,.,.. ... ..... 23 2 0
Brass Stand for Circle or Sextant..... ......... , 4 14 6

Glass Plane, Artificial Horizons ... .. .. l.l.s.to 3 13 6

Best Mercurial ditto, o o . o ... ..... ..... . 4 14 6

Folding di tto o.... .. d...o.. o...o o..o ..... « 0...... 4 4 0

Pocket Levels o ...... o o e o o o o o o frCm, 10s. 6d to 2 2 0
Portable Leveling Instrument, with Telescope and

Comrpass ..es ..00a a e ..ooo<oeo 0o .........00s8 8 8 0

Fourteen-inch improved Level ..... 0 . s,. ....... 10 10 0

Twenty-inch ditto .,., O o . .o o e o e. o o e :. e e .. o e 12 12-0

Y Levels, twenty-inch Telescope .................. 15 15 0

Plane Tables .. .. , . .o . .. . ofrom 4 .4s. to 12 12 0

Circumferenters....... .,.. . .from 2Z, 12s.6d. to 5 15 6
Best Brass Miner's Compass ... 0 .. ....... O O .. 7 7 0

Prismatic Compasses . . .. .....0 . ... .. .. ..... 3 3 0
Commom -Theodolite.. o o o o 0 ......... o o .. .......... ....o .. 9 9 0
Four-inch Theodolite, with Telescope... .... .e . 12 12 0
Five-inch ditto . .. e o ; D ........ ...... ... o . 17 17 0

Five-inch ditto, best construction, Tangent-Screw
Motions, divided on Silver, . o ..... o . P .. 26 50

Six-inch ditto, divided to 20 seconds............. 29 8 0

Six-inch ditto, most improved 0 with two Telescopes 37 16 0
Seven-inch ditto o.... .... o ao ............. ....... 39 18 0
Twelve-inch ditto, for Horizontal Angles only...o. 42 0 0

(Larger Theodolites made to Order.)
Station Pointers' ... ..... .from 6%.16s.6d. to 18 18 0
Protractors . o o .. e . ... o .. ... .. from .2s.6d. to 5 15 6
Ebony Pentagrahs ... ..o.o......from 1ll11so6cd to 4 4 0

Eighteeneinch best Brass Pentagrapho .. o .. , o .... o 5 5 0

Two-feet .ditto o o o , a o o o o .. . o.. 6 6 0

Two-and-half-feet ditto. o o o .. .e o 7 7 0
Thrfe-feet ditto . .... ....o ...oo.ooooooo... 8 8 0

Three-and-half-feet ditto ............... ......... 9 9 0

Trochiameter- for counting the revolutions of n
Ca rriage-whee lo. ...... o .......... o ... o ...... 2 5 

Perambulators ..... O.. .... o ...... .. .... .o 9 9 0



Best ditto, with Metallic Wheel.... e . ........ 14 14 0
Common twelve-feet Leveling Staff .....e ......... 1 11 6
Improved portable ditto, with Level ,, ....... ,... .2 12 6
Tape Measures, in Boxes. o o. Do.. . from 5s.to 0 12 0
Gunter's Chain ..... ... ., ........ from 2s o 1 1 0
Standard Chain 50 or 66 feet................... 8 8 0
Ditto 100 feet .. .................................. 10 10 0
Plotting, Marquois, and Gunter's Scales, Gunner's

and other Rules.
Camera Lucida ... ....... .......... from !1.5s.to 2 12 6
Stand for ditto .......... ........... from l .Is.to 1 11 6
Cases of Drawing Instruments ...... ... from 1, .ls.to 26 5 0

Proportional CCompasses S., .o o . ...o. .. ........ a 1 11 6
Ditto, with adjusting Screw s o ........ o .... 2 2 0
Beam Compasses .......... ....... o e .ofrom 1e.10s.to 5 5 0

Horizontal, Universal, and Ring Dials,
Two-feet Trasnsit Instrument, with Iron Stand ,..,, 21 0 0
Ditto, with Portable Brass Stand .. ,,... o o . ..... 26 5 0
Two-and-half-feet ditto,: with .Iron -Stand ........ 42 0 0

Three-and-half-feet ditto, constructed for fixing
upon Stone Piers, with improved Counter-
poises, &co, complete .... .... ............ 84 0 0

Variation Transit, best construction..... ,,.. ........ , 63 0 0
Dipping Needle, ditto ... o. ........... ..........OO 26 5 0
Circular .Micrometer, with .Eye-piece . ... ....... 1 5 0

Parallel-wire ditto. o........... from .1 2 '.21 2 s. to 15 15 0
Twelve-inch improved Altitude and Azimuth In-

strument, divided on .Slver, the Azimuth
Circle reading by Verniers, and the Alti-
tude by Micrometers .. . ...... e .. ........ 105 0 0

Fifteen-inch ditto, both circles with Reading Mi-
crometers ........... e e. o .. , a .o e a. 130 0 .0

Ditto, the Altitude Circle 18, and Azimuth 15
inches, with Micrometers ... ...... .. ...... 150 0 0

Ditto, both Circles 18 inches .................. <. 210 0 0

Twelve-inch Repeating Circle (Borda 's) .. ... .. ,...... 84 0 0
Eighteen-inch ditto ............................ ,. 105 0 0

(Larger Circles to Order).

Marine Barometer completee .... , o o......... 7 17 6
Chamber ditto........ ... ..... o from 3 Z 3s. to 6 6 0
Best ditto, with Float Gauge.... .... 6 16 6
Wheel Barometer . ,... o o 4 4 0
Englefield Barometers ..... o e @. efrom 3Z. 15s. to 4 14 6
Leather CaSes for ditto o o .... o o o o from .15s to 1 1 0

Mountain Barometer, best .construction e ... e.e.,..* 12 12 0
Thermometers.. e e e . o o - .a o .. 0 ... .. O. .from 5s. to 1 11 6
Standard .Therometers ., o ...... o .. e ... e ..... . 2 12 6

Six's Registering Thermometer . ........from: 1.10soto 2 2 0

Horizontal Registering Thermometer e............... eo 0 15 0
Day or Night ditto, singly ,,, . .. o from 7s.6d.to 0 9 O0
Hygrometers . .. .e o.... e .o .c o . . . o . . . o ... . . .from 13s. to ©- 18 0
Wollaston's Goniometer. . e . e ,. . o . o o . . . ,,,, 3 3 0

Professor Leslie's Machine for making Ice...... ... 78 0 0
A ditto ditto, with one Plate , e .... ..... .. ... 48 0 0
A large Table Air-Pump, exclusive of Apparatus .... 14 14 0
Ditto, on a Stand, with Barometer Gauge. e..o .. .. 18 18 0



Middle size ditto . . ...... ..... . .. , ... ... 10 10 0
Small ditto .... ,..... o ............. ..... ,. 7 7 0
Single-barreled ditto ... o......... from .. lls, 6d.to 4 4 0

APPARATUS.

Guinea and Feather Experiment, Receiver included 2 15 0
A set of Windmills ..... .. , .... from 1/o15 s to 2 12 6
Apparatus for Freezing Water .......... o o o o .. . 1 4 0
A Bell for proving that without Air there can be

no Sound ................... from 10s.6d. to 1 11 6
Brass Hemispheres, to demonstrate external

pressure. . .. e .. o o o o o ....e ..o o .o e ef rom 20s. to 1 18 0
Model of a Water Pump .......,. o.... ....... ,.... 1 11 6
Double Transferrer . .. . o .. .. . .. o .. *...... 3 3 0
Single Transferrer, with Fountain Pipe. ...... o .. 1 5 0
Glass Vessel for Fountain in Vacuo ................ 0 7 0
Six Breaking Squares, Cage, and Cap ............... 0 18 0
Apparatus for striking Steel and Flint in Vacuo... 0 18 0
Copper Bottle, Beam, and Stand, for weighing Air, 3 3 0

and various other Experiments O oe...

Electrical Machines.,..o o.. ..... from 2 10s. to 21 0 0

APPARATUS.

An universal Discharger and Press ............... 1 16 0
Jointed Discharger with Glass Handles ..... o..... 0 12 6
Ditto plain ..e . ...... , o ..e . . .. from 4s .6d to 0 8 6
Exhausted Flasks for shewing the Aurora Borealis 0 8 6
Electrical Batteries of combined Jars .... from 26.

12s.6d. to 10 10 0
Cuthbertson's Improved Electrometer, with grain

weight. ........ e s o o oeX Oo e s. o e e 2 12 6
Bennett's Gold Leaf Electrometer .......... 0 18 0
Cavallo's Bottle Electrometer, for Atmospherical

purposes ........... ... o . o from 12s.to 4 14 6
Quadrant -Electrometer, with divided arch .......... 0 9 6
Luminous Conductors ... . e. o .. from 12s.to 1 0 0
Kinnersley's Electrical Air Thermometer. ,.,,.. , 1 1 0
A Thunder-House, for shewing the use of Conductors. 0 8 0
Ditto ditto, with Draw .. ... .. ....... ......... 0 9 6
A, Powder House for ditto ,,,e . ........... ..... 0 16 0
An Obelisk or Pyramid for dittoo .,, .......... 0 10 6
A Magic Picture for giving shocks.from 7s.6d. to 0 16 6
Spiral Tubes to illuminate by the spark efrom 8s.to 0 10 6
A Set of 5 Spiral Tubes on a Stand ....e...........o 1 16 0
Ditto with a Dome .o....o ........ eo.... ............ 2 8 0
Luminous Names or Words. ,.o,,,,,,,. ofrom 10s.6d. to 1 11 6
A Set of 3 Plain Bells.o O . .. o o o...., ... .,.,.e.., 0 10 6
A Set of 8 Bells containing the Gamut ..o ,.......,... 1 4 0
Diamond or Spotted Jars .. ,, ..... o from 8s. to 0 16 0
A Double Jar for explaining the Franklinian Theory

from l8s, o o1 8 0
An Electrical Cannon for discharging inflammable

air by a spark.o o ..........o o.. O. ...... 0 18 0
A Brass Pistol for the same purpose ..... e .... ..... 0 9 6

Copper Plates and Stand for Dancing. Images , e .. 0 10 6
A small Head with FHair. . . o. O o ., .. .. 0 8 0
An Artificial Spider .... ...... .,, .... o o.,,.,,.... 0 1 6



Medical and other Electrical Apparatus in great variety.
Magnets.. . o . . o I.........o ... o ... from lse 6d. to 1 10 0

Galvanic Batteries.
Hydrostatic Balances--Atwood9 s Machine--Whirling Tables,

Sets of Mechanical Powers, &c. &c.

Ellerton and Henderson, Printers,
Gough Square, London,



TO Joseph G. Swift*

(1833)
My dear friend

Your favor of the 16th came duly to hand & was perused
with those deep emotions & feelings which are not to be de-
scribed but which your own warm heart will enable you to
understand

It is true as you have heard that I am to bid adieu
to West Point immediately after the Examination in June. I
go to Boston to superintend the new works soon to be com-
menced at Georges Island Nantucket Head etc. The change,
altho' delayed some years too long, will, as I flatter my-

self, prove to be an advantageous one, as far at least as
regards my health, purse, & comfort. I shall expect to see
you soon & that you will come prepared to make as long a

visit as your public duties will permit. I would ask you to
engage friend Van de Venter to come with you did I not know
that he cannot leave his farm during the planting season

Present my best respects to Mrs Swift with my warm &
sincere good wishes for her health & happinesso Yr friend

So THAYER

General Joseph G. Swift

*See Index



TO Charles Gratiot*

(January 1833)
Private

My dear Sir:

About the beginning of the Examination just closed I

received a very friendly and satisfactory communication from

the Sec'y of War(Lewis Cass) in consequence of which I deter-

mined to request you to present my resignation without

further delay but my engagements during the examination were

such as prevented me from writing the letter with which I
had intended to accompany the act of resignation. That

letter is still unwritten & as it has become of little con-

sequence I shall omit writing it only requesting that you

will present the letter of resignation enclosed herewith in-

stead of that which I handed to you at West Point. This de-

lay may have led you to suspect that my mind was wavering

but I assure you it was not altho' the Secretary had the

goodness to request that I would "dismiss the whole subject

from my mind". I remain most respectfully & truly your

obdjt servt. (Signed) S. THAYER

Genl Gratiot

(Received 30 Jany)

*See Index



TO Charles Gratiot*

Military Academy

West Point Jany 1833o

Sir

I have the honor to tender my Resignation as Superin-

tendent of the Military Academy and to request that I may

be relieved with as little delay as practicable. I am

respectfully your obdt. Servant (signed) S. THAYER Lto Col.

Brig General Charles Gratiot Inspector of the Military Academy

*See Index



FROM Samuel F. B. Morse*

New York Janyo lo 1833

Col, Thayer,

My Dear Sir,

I find that my friend Mr. Dunlap is desirous of obtain-

ing the place at West Point vacated by the death of Mro

Gimbrede*, and I volunteered immediately to write you in his

behalf, for I know of no one who would fill the Office more

respectably than Mr. Dunlap, He is a gentleman in his manners,

of high literary character, and as it regards the essential

matter, that of competency to teach, he does not require my

commendation; Mr. Dunlap has been long known to the public as

an able artist, and should he be selected for the vacant

department, I am sure he would give entire satisfaction, and

your society at the Point would gain a valuable acquisition in

that of Mr. Dunlap and his worthy family. I have in view al-

so in most cordially recommending Mr. Dunlap, the benefit

of the Arts in our Country, as he has in contemplation, some

literary labors which will essentially aid their progress,

and which the literary means connected with the Institution,

will greatly contribute to assist. With great respect, dear

Sir,D Y. Mo. ob. hum. Serv. SAN :F:B:MORSE:

*See Index



FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department

Washington Jany 5th 1833
Lt Col S Thayer

Supt M A

West Point, N York

Sir

Your letter of the llth ulto, transmitting an appeal
by Cadet F(rederick) A. Smith*, from your decision, in
reference to report made against him by an officer of the
Academy has, together with the appeal, been laid before the
Secretary of War(Lewis Cass) who has returned the same,
with the accompanying remarks under date of 28th ulto,
which are transmitted for your information and Government.

As the Clerks in this Department are very much
occupied just at this time, the appeal of Cadet Smith is
returned without keeping a copy of it, & I, therefore,
have to request that you will be pleased to return the
original to this office I am etc etc Signed, C GRATIOT

Et Gl Ch Engineer

*See Index



TO Thomas Aspinwall*
(West Point Jany. 24th 1833)

My dear Sir,
I am desirous of obtaining with as little delay as

practicable the following books viz.
reatise on defilement by Captain McCaulay

&2 copies
Ceneral orders of the Duke of Wellington from

tl809 to 1815 compiled by Col. Garwood
(lans of the Attacks on Antwerp etc with
remarks by Lt. Col. Smyth
Journals of Sieges by Col. Jones 2 vols 8.
Landmann's construction of Fortifications with plates
1alorties' Treatise on the General Principles of
permanent fortification
Malorties Treatise on the Attack & Defense of

fortified places.
Mullers Treatise on the Attack & Defense of places
Pasleys (Course of Elementary Fortification - last edition
Pasleys (Complete Course of Practical Geometry

last edition
Please to make a separate draft on me for the amount.

Very respectfully etc S. THAYER
Col. Aspinwall
P.S. Also the latest Catalogue of Egerton.

*See Index



FROM ...Charles Gratiot*
Engineer Department

Washington. February 1st. 1833

Lt. Col. S. Thayer

Superintendent Military Academy.

West Point, N. Y.

Sir:

Your resignation of the Superintendency of the Military

Academy, which was received on the 30th ultimo, has been

submitted to the Secretary of War (Lewis Cass) who directs

me to say in reply, that it will be acted on at the proper

time, but that he cannot recognize the principle which

would seem to be advanced by your resignation that an

officer possesses the right to decline a service which con-

stitutes an integral part of his legitimate duties. I am,

&c. &c, (signed) C. GRATIOT B G.

*See Index



TO Thomas Aspinwall*

West Point Feby 10th 1833
Dear Colonel

A few days ago I forwarded a list of books which you
were desired to purchase for my private Library. Will you
be good enough to add to that list the following viz,

Nicholson's Treatise on Masonry & Stone Cutting 80
Nicholsons Architectural Dictionary 2 Vols. 40
Chambers Treatise on Civil Architecture
Robert Stuarts Dictionary of Architecture
Sylvesters Philosophy of Domestic or Arch-

itectural Economy as applied in
the Derbyshire Infirmary

I remain very respectfully & truly yrs. S. THAYER
Col. Aspinwall

*See Index



TO Charles Gratiot (?)
Military Academy

West Point Feby 18 1833

Sir

I take the liberty to return your communication of

Jany 7th & respectfully to request that the Secretary of

War (Lewis Cass) will please to reconsider his remarks on

Cadet C. F. (Frederick A.) Smiths* appeal. I do so from a

perfect conviction that the Secretary misunderstood the

decission from which Cadet Smith appealed. From the re-

marks one would be led to infer that the Superintendent

had decided that an officer was justifiable in reporting a

Cadet on mere suspicion. Now it will be found that such

was not the decission. It was indeed something very distinct

& different from this as will appear from my letter which

accompanied the "Appeal" A Cadet was reported for a vio-

lation of Regulations. Without denying the fact with which
he was charged he urged that the report must have been

founded on suspicion. The Superintendent refused to remove

the report on the grounds that he could not do so without

departing from a rule which he had prescribed for his (own)

government which he deemed just & necessary & to which he had

invariably adhered in all similar cases. The question then,

as I understand it is 0 whether that rule be a correct one &

if so whether the decission conformed to it in this partic-

ular case. 1t As to the rule. It is this: Every report

being made by a responsible officer is considered well

founded unless the contrary be made to appear or unless the

Cadet reported deny the fact with which he is charged. I

did suppose that a single statement of the rule would be

sufficient to convince everyone of its propriety & I am still

of opinion that no solid objection can be urged against it

on the ground of its being either unjust or inexpedient. If

however the rule be disapproved there would seem but one

other course left & that is for the Superintendent or some

other authority to investigate the grounds of every report;

to examine witnesses & to decide - judicially with the under-

standing that the party who might be dissatisfied with the

Superintendent's decission would be at liberty to appeal to

higher authority. Now grantingwhat may perhaps admit of a

doubt that the Superintendent is vested with ample powers

for this purpose it must be evident that such a course of

proceeding would be found exceedingly inconvenient if not

wholly impracticable considering the great number of cases to

be investigated. This however is the only alternative which

my mind can suggest.
id adopted

2 d Was the rulea/flrly applied in the case of Cadet Smith?

I believe it was. He neither denied the report or addressed
evidence to show that it was made without sufficient grounds.
He did indeed express his conviction that it was made on
suspicion but that conviction I would only regard as being

itself a mere suspicion.

In transmitting the appeal of Cadet Smith I was far from

supposing that it incriminated others besides myself; much
less that it would be made the foundation of censure upon
others & I owe it to myself to say by way of apology for sub-
mitting such a letter that I did so without having perused it.
In fact it has even been my practice to permit the young
gentlemen to state their grievances in their own way & have



seldom deemed it worth while even to read much less to comment
on their statements alwavs presuming that the Department would

bn. cons dexati -ofem t nenvouth &titnexper wlcebe disposeaAto make aue a±lowances for any lrmpropra tln of
language they might useo The circumstances of the present
case however admonish me of the necessity of using greater
caution for the future. It was only after sitting down to
write this communication that I perused for the first time the
letter of Cadet Smith & found to my arazement that it contains
at least one statement which from the known character of the
officer it implicates I do not hesitate to pronounce utterly
untrue not to say false. Before a Cadet permit himself to
charge an officer with this dishonorable or ungentlemanlike
conduct he should take care to be sure of his factso
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TO Thomas Aspinwall*

Military Academy

West Point Feby 23d. 1833

My dear Colonel,

I have recd. your favor of Jany 7th & now transmit for

signature duplicate receipted Accounts. I shall be in New-

york in the course of next week & will then pay to Messrs

Arthur Tappern & Co the ballance due you Viz )l17.14.3

I also enclose an Order authorizing you to continue to

furnish for the use of the Academy the volumes of the Phily.

Transactions & the United Service Journal I do not doubt

that your accounts for those books would be regularly paid

by my successor but as I do not hold myself personally re-

sponsible for the payment you will of course forward the

books or wait for new orders as you may think proper

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the friendly

sentiments you were so kind as to express on the occasion of

my resignation I have not yet recd a definitive reply to

my application to be relieved but that I shall soon obtain a

compliance with my wishes there can be no room for doubt. I

cannot however say when I shall finally leave West Point;

probably not earlier than May, perhaps not till Julyo Nothing

unpleasant is connected with this determination I have surely

no cause of complaint against the government. That is to say

none that relates to _individually.

Yet my object is to correct an evil which is of long standing,

which is daily increasing & which I have reason to think can-

not be otherwise remedied, I refer to the (practice) of the

government in dispensing with important rules of the Insti-

tution solely from political influence. If my successors

shall stick & act as I have done in this matter the evil

will be corrected, otherwise not, but then I shall have the

satisfaction of feeling at ease with myself. I remain dear

Sir very respectfully yr. friend & obedt. Servant S. THAYER

Col. Aspinwall
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FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department

Washington March 14th 1833
To Lieut. Col. S. Thayer

Supt. Mil: Acad,

West Point, New York

Sir,

I am directed by the Secretary of War (Lewis Cass) to
inform you that your desire, as signified in your letter of
resignation, under date of January 1833, to be relieved
from the duties of Superintendent of the Military Academy,
has been acceded to. You will, therefore, be relieved at
the close of the next General Annual examination.

The duties to which you will be assigned, are those of
superintending the Works of fortification, either in the
harbor of New York or Boston, as you may select; and those
of a member of the Board of Engineers. You will be pleased
to make known, as soon as possible, which of the stations
above named, has your preferanceo

In thus communicating to you the consent of the
Secretary of War to your separation from the Academy, I am
directed by him to say to you that the very able and
efficient manner in which you have discharged the arduous
duties of its superintendence, and conducted its affairs
generally, is duly appreciated, and meets with his appro-
bation: in which favorable sentiment, this Department most
fully concurs. I am very respectfully Your most obt Serv.

C GRATIOT
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FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department W. April 19, 1833

Sir,

Your letter of the 9 th instant, acknowledging the
receipt of Engineer order No. 1 of the present year, and
making certain suggestions in reference to the temporary
assignment of the duties with which you were charged by it,
has been received.

In wording that part of the order which refers to your-
self, the Department was actuated by the consideration that
nothing had as yet been done in Boston Harbour towards
effecting the system of defence contemplated by the Board of
Engineers- it was therefore deemed proper that the commences
ment should be made by you, as, in that case, you would be
able to adopt, without restraint' such a system of operations
as your judgement might approve. It is not at all probable
that the civil works within your district will require your
attention for some time to come, as Col.(Joseph) Totten* is
now on a tour of inspection which will embrace them. It will
only be necessary for you to direct Mr. Smith to prosecute
the construction of the Sea walls in the usual manner; and as
operations for the repairs of Fort Independence will neces-
sarily be directed, for some time, to taking down the old
wharf & scarP walls, it is believed that, with proper in-
structions from you, your assistant will be able to contract
for the delivery of the requisite materials and effect every
thing that that service will require till your arrival at
Boston - The arrangement suggested by you shall, however, be
made should you still deem it necessary.

Your not having noticed the communication of the Depart-
ment to you of the 2d instant induces the fear that it was not
received by you. I am &. (Signed) C. GRATIOT B. Genl
Lt. Col. S. Thayer Corps of Engs West Point, N. York
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FROM Cha r les Gratiot*

Engineer Department W. April 20, 1833
Sir,

Your letter of the 1 6 th instant, enclosing an estimate
of the cost of such instruments as you consider necessary for
the operations connected with your superintendence in the
harbour of Boston, has been received. The estimate has re-
ceived the sanction of the secretary of War (Lewis Cass), and
a requisition is made for the amount, $685., to be remitted
to you on account of the appropriation for contingencies of
fortifications. The Sextant and Box-compass, left at West
Point by Capt(David B.)Douglass*, you are authorized to take
with you, to be accounted for in your quarterly returns.
I am very &c. (Signed) C. GRATIOT BGenl.
Lt. Col. S. Thayer Corps of Engs. West Point, N. York
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FROM Frederick Harris* to David B. Harris*

Frederickshall April 21st 1833
My dear Son

Your letter of the 11 Inst is to hand, and I regret to
learn from its contents that the Military Academy at West
Point is certainly to be deprived 0 after the 1st July, of
the superintendency of Col. Thayero I fear his place cannot

be competently supplied. It is said in the New York papers,
that his resignation is consequence of the number of dismissed
cadets reinstated by the Administration, at the Military
Academy, as tending to produce insubordination --

The report of Cocke being about to marry Miss B. may
have originated from her being the ward of his father. If
he has any such intention it would be wise for him not to
place, for any length of time, a distance of 500 miles be-
tween his inamorata & himself.

We find from the Report from the War Department for

March, that in Engineering & the science of war instead 4th
as you stand in Jany. & Feby. that your No. was 18. We do

not in the least doubt your diligence and application,

particularly in relation to Engineering, but we apprehend
there may have been some mistake in the report, or that by

some unlucky mischance at the last monthly examination your
standing may have been reduced in those branches. Your

standing we find has been advanced in others.

I expect to meet with my friend Robinson at Richmond on

the 27th May on my way to West Point, with whom I am anxious

to have a personal interview relative to your future course

as an Engineer- On that day the stock-holders of the Banks
are to meet for the purpose of deciding upon the subscription

of $1.000.000 to the James River & Kanawha Canal Co. so that
I shall go on with correct information on that subject - I
expect to go alone, and to reach the Point on the 1st day of
June - If you need outside clothing, have it prepared as I
do not wish to be delayed for that purpose on our returno I
will furnish you funds to pay for them, when I arrive- We are
now all in good health and desire you to be assured of our

kindest wishes. Very sincerely Yro affectionate father

FRED HARRIS

P.So Juliana has prepared a guard of beads for a watch which
I expect to procure for you, either in going to or returning
from'West Point -- If you prefer selecting one yourself, I
can postpone it, until we reach New York on our return. F. H.
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FROM William Hanigan* to J. LeSouef*
(23 April 1833)

Sir,

The accompanying parcel is a case of Mathematical in-

struments which Master Aspinwall sent to be repaired a

little before his departure. They were delayed in conse-

quence of the illness of the Parties - you will oblige me

by letting me know the state of Master William's health,

which I hope is favourable

I have the honour to be Sir, yours respectfully
WILLIAM HANIGAN

J. LeSoeff Esq
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FROM William Do Frazer* to Reak Frazer

Uo So Military Academy

West Point- April 24th 1833

Dear Brother.

I received Ma's truly welcome letter, on Sunday morning,

when I went down stairs to go to breakfast, I looked at the

top of the list and was going away, when I happened to see my

name, it had been so long since I had received a letter that

I never examined the list closely. Ma says that she thinks

Pa and her will come to see me in the summer and that Pa will

come at all events, from that .I think that she has not made

up her mind to come yet, tell her that she must come if

possible, and not let anything prevent her, she can go from

home now a great deal easier than what she could before, she

has no family to attend to, and as there is so few persons

in the house it takes very little trouble to keep it clean,

I can not see what can keep her from coming, and besides it

will be a very pleasant change for her for a weeks, and I

have no doubt it would do her a great deal of good, and she

would see a splendid country, and when she does come I will do

all that lays in my power to make her stay pleasant to her,

and for Pa it could be nothing else than a pleasant visit,

for a man that is as well acquainted with the history of our

country as he is, would see here a great many interesting

sp6ts- when they come I wish that they would not come until

about the last of June or first of July, if they were here

during the examination I should not be able to study as much

as what I ought to do during that time, but after the

examination I will have nothing to do, and can go with them

and show them every place, and we will be in a camp at that

time, which is the most pleasant time of the year at this

place. You must have had a very pleasant time the last two

weeks during the stay of Mary and Mr Wilson I suppose little

Sue kept you all engaged, you especially, I would like to see

her and little Lizzy very much, I suppose by the time I come

home she will be a large girl.

I was. very much astonished when I saw the Death of Sarah Kerug

in my paper, I suppose it has broken the hearts of half a

dozen of the young fellows in town. I often wonder how Ma

passes away her time with nobody to keep her company, I suppose

she pets the nigger more than ever, since he is I suppose in

the room continually. I think it is time for you to be looking

out, if you dont take care they will soon have you on the old

Bachelor list, you ought to get a wife, if it was only to be
off the care of ma s hands.

We have finished our course for this year and are now re-

viewing, we went as far as Spherical Projections in Descrip-

tive Geometry, it is a study which is studied no other place
but here, its object is to represent all geometrickel Problems
on planes, the objects are given in space, we have to find the
Projections of them on planes, 'I drew yesterday the inter-
sections of two cylinders, I will send them to you just to

show you what it is like, may be Mro. Findley can explain it to

you. We will now review our whole years course for the June

examination, which embraces Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry

and Descriptive Geometry as far as spherical projectionsO I

am sorry to see in Ma's letter that you think I am not behaving

well because I have not wrote to you for some time,' I hope that



I have come to those years, that :I know the necessity of be-

having well, and of attending closely to my studies, I have

now 49 demerits and .Suppose you would think from that, that

I had been behaving very bad, but when I tell you there is

not one fourth of the corps got as little, and that it is

not the worst behaved that have got the most, I think that

you will change your opinion, and also if you notice that we

are reported for things which is no crime but only a little

carelessness and that the very slightest, for instance

suppose you are on post and a person visits on your post, you

do not like to order him to his quarters, and get the ill will

of a great many persons by it, if the Inspector comes round

and catches him visiting you get 8 demerits for allowing

visiting, but it is no excuse for me having what I have, I am

very careful and always intend to be so, Col Thayer considers

50 demerits very good conduct, I can tell you moreover that

I never was one half so steady at home, nor never studied

100th part as much.

I suppose you have seen by the papers that Col Thayer has re-

signed and that Major(Rene Eo)Durrusse (DeRussy)* is appointed

in his place. Lieut(Joseph)Ritner* was married about a week

ago to a Miss Kile he has taken her home and intends resign-

ing from the army, and accept a professorship in Washington

College which has been offered to him, he was lately appointed

a Lieut in the Dragoons for the brave manner in which he acted

last summer (mutilated, edo) Indian war, he had command of our

company here, and was (mutilated, edo) more than any officer

on the Point, you would hear some one always speaking of some

of the other officers, but you would never hear any one speak

bad of old Joe as he was called by the corps0 I believe now

I have told you all I can think of at present. Give my love

to Pa Ma Aunt Polly and the Nigger. Your affectionate brother

WILLIAM FRAZER

N. B. You must excuse the writing as I was in a hurry, and

the fires having been stopt it is very chilly.
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TO Thomas Aspinwa 1*
Military Academy

West Point April 27 1833

Dear Colonel,

The books forwarded with your letter dated Feby came

safely to hand & I hope soon to receive the others ordered

including McCauleys work on Defilement which I am sure has

been published as I have seen it announced in several

different periodicals. If you enquire of Major Mardy or

Captain B_ d th with whom I was formerly acquainted
or with any other officer of the Royal Engineers he can I

think inform you where the book may be procured.

I am authorised by the War Department to provide myself
with certain instruments for my professional use & have been
furnished with the requisite funds for the purpose. These

instruments which are described below you are requested to
procure for me either from Troughton or Thos. Jones of
C(hariq), Cross altho' I would prefer the former. I am told

that these gentlemen sometimes put their names on instruments

not made by themselves or under their immediate direction.

I entreat you to prevent if possible such being the case with
these instruments which must be of the most improved kind &

not inferior in quality to the best that have come from the

hands of those distinguished citizens. The instruments are

as follows. lt. A Seven Inch Theodolite graduated on silver

to 20 Seconds with two best telescopes, stand etc. with

Strengthening pieces for the Staff.

2d. A Spirit Level with a twenty four inch telescope, stand

etc. with a graduated scale by which to adjust the bubble.

This instrument as well as the Theodolite' to be of the most

improved construction & best workmanship

3d. A Seven Inch Compass mounted on Tripod with Ball &

Socket motion, (Vernier) etc.

4th a Case of Mathematical Instruments of the same description

as that which you procured for Col, (Joseph G,) Totten* some
two years ago.

On the reception of this I would thank you to let me know

from whom you shall procure the instruments, the probable cost

of each & at what time you will be able to ship them. I re-

main with great respect yr friend & obedt. Servt So THAYER
Col. Thomas Aspinwall

American Consul
London

P.S. The instruments when finished to be shipped in the first

vessel which sails for Boston or Newyork If forwarded to

the latter port to be addressed to the care of Major Henry
Stanton* Quarter Master New York
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FROM Charles Gratiot*

C:~~o~~py ~Engineer Department

Washington May 2. 1833

Lt. Col, So Thayer

Supt, Mo Ao

West Point, N. York

Sir0
All the papers relating to the case of Cadet Fred. A.

Smith*, submitted with your communication of the 11th

December last are herewith returned,

The subject has been attentively considered and after

taking into view the interests of the institution & the

particular nature of the case, the Secretary of War(Lewis

Cass) has decided to return the papers to you with this

direction:

That Capt. Hitchcock* is to be asked whether he made

the report which stands against Cadet Smith on good and

sufficient grounds. If Capt. Hitchcock says he did so,

Cadet Smith will be called on to make his defense of his

conduct; that is to deny or admit the facts. If Captain

Hitchcock reported Cadet Smith on vague report or on the

mere fact of his being fond of music, the report against

Cadet Smith will be cancelled without inquiry as to the

facts.

The Secretary cannot give his sanction to the prin-

ciple that in order to discover a delinquent a report must

be entered against some one on mere suspicion - Nothing

short of the strongest grounds should be admitted as

sufficient to authorize a report being made against a Cadet,

otherwise, on such a principle, every cadet may be brought

up and made to criminate himself or some other Cadet; or

in denying the allegations set forth from fear of the dis-

grace attending the consequence of their remaining on the

book of demerit against him, be guilty of a still greater

offence in a moral point of view, I am etc

signed C. GRATIOT

Brig Genl Cho..Eng.
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TO Thomas Aspinwall*

Military Academy

West Point May 16 1833
My dear Col.

Enclosed herewith is a List of some instruments &
Apparatus which will be required for the Philosophical
Department at this Institution. After making the necessary
enquiries as to their cost & the time it will require to
have them completed you are requested to address Major
DeRussey* who is to be my successor & who will doubtless
authorize you to purchase them.

You will have recd my letter of the 30th of April re-
questing you to procure for me a Theodolite, a Levelling
instrument, a Surveying Compass & a Magazine case of Drawing
instruments. I am not certain whether I mentioned a pair of
Levelling Staves with sliding vanes. Please to consider
them as included in the Order. I hope to hear from you on
the subject in the course of July. Send with the drawing
instruments 8 or 10 best steel pens extra & a standard foot

or yard measure metal, suitably divided

I have not yet reed. the books specified in my last
order. Yours very respectfully & Truly S. THAYER
Colo Aspinwall
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TO Thomas Aspinwall*

West Point May 30th 1833

My dear Sir

Should this reach you before the instruments previously

ordered shall have been forwarded I would thank you to in-

clude the following

lt. A Circular Protractor with double
(Rack) & Pinion of the very best construction

2d Pair of plain compasses 9 inches long

3d Pair of ditto 7 inches

4th Pair of hair Compasses 7 or 8 inches long

5th pair Compasses 9 inches long with moveable leg

ink point, dotting point & crayon point 9 inches

long

6th Pair of do 6½ or 7 inches long.
8th Pair of triangular Compasses 6 or 7 inches long

9th (A Sector of one foot radius (two feet when opened)
of the best kind

10th A plain Scale of two feet

I am very respectfully & truly yr obed sevt S. THAYER

Col. Aspinwall
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FROM Troughton and Simms to J. LeSouef*

Fleet Street, 19th June 1833

Sir

On carefully looking over the list of Philosophical etc

instruments we observe that while some of the prices quoted

are liberal, others hardly admit of the articles being man-

ufactured in the best possible manner. If, however Sir, an

order should be given we will undertake to supply the one

with the other & endeavor to execute it in a satisfactory

manner- We think the whole may be completed in six weeks

from the time we are favored with the order. Our price for

an Altitude & Azimuth Circle0 each circle being 15 inches

diameter0 divided on silver0 with Micrometer readings etc

complete, is as stated - 130.0.0
But a double image dynameter of the best make is-----44.14.6.
We remain Sir your most obedt Sts TROUGHTON & SIMMS
To the Vice Consul of the United States
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FROM W. Simms to J. LeSou4 f*

Fleet St 19th June 1833

Sir

You will perceive that the whole amount of our estimate

accords very nearly with that of the enclosed list, but we

have altered the prices so as to make, what appears to us to

be a fair distribution. I am Sir Your most obed Servant

W. SIMMS
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FROM Troughton & Simms to J. LeSouef*
(19 June 1833)

Estimate

Working Model of the Centrifugal pump ------- --- 4.10.0

Do -------- Barker ' sMill ---------------- 1.18.0

Do------- Prussian Wheel ------------- 2.10.0

Do------------.Chair Pump ------------------- 3.10.0

Do----------- De la Hire's Pump------------ 5.15.6

Do-----------Bramah's Hydrostatic Press--c 16.10.0

Fergusons compound .Engine, shewing all the Mec..

Powers --------------------------------- --4. 4.0

Hydrostatic Bellows .----------------------- i. 1.0

A set of Glass Balls for Specific Gravities

of Fluids -----s------------ . --------- 1. 5.0

A small Still with worm, tub & Lamp for

supplying distilled water---------------- 2.18.0

A copper Bottle, Beam & Stand for weighing

Air ...............................------ 3. 3.0

Six breaking squares, cage & cap for external
pressure of atmosphere------------------ 0.18.0

A Copper Air fountain with syringe & various
je s--.-16--.--6-----------------------61ets --------------... .6.16.6

Apparatus for exhibiting the loss of weight
sustained by a body when immersed in a
fluid (bucket & cylinder) -------------- 1. 5.0

An Altitude & Azimuth Instrument of the most
imprvd construction, each circle 15 inches
diameter, divided on silver with reading
Micrometer shewing single seconds
Packed in a mahogany case complete -- ---- 130. 0.0

A double image dynameter for determining the

magnifying powers of Telescopes ---------- 4.14.6

TROUGHTON & .SIMMS
136 Fleet Street

19th June 1833
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FROM J. W. & S. Jones to J. LeSoudf*
(June 20, 1833)

To the Vice Consul U. S. A. (London)
J. LeSouef Esq

Sir/
In reference to the favour of an enquiry respecting

the prices of several Philosophical and Astronomical Instru-
ments in a List handed to us We beg to make the following
remarks

The Hydraulic Apparatus are chiefly of a complex con-

struction, and cannot be executed to accurately effect the
purposes intended at the prices therein Stated, but will be
as follows L s d
Working Model of Centrifugal Pump ---------------- 4.10.0

---------- Barkers Mill .-- --- ----------- 3.3. -

P----- ----- e--Persian Wheel °--- - -- - 7.17.6

- ------------ C Chain Pump --------------- ------ 5.5. -

Dela Hires Pump --------------"-------------'-.----- 5.15.6
Bramah's Hydrostatic Press--- ---- ------------ 16.16.-
Ferguson's Compound Engine ---------------------- 4. 14 -. 6

Hydrostatic Bellows Glass & brass (tubes) --------- 2.12.6
Set of Glass Specific Gravity Bottles------------- 1.10.-
Small Still for distilled water ----------------- 2.10.-

Copper Bottle Beam and Stand & Weights------------- 3.3.-
6 Breaking Squares Cage & Cap---------------------- 10.6
Copper Air Fountain Syringe & Jets-------------- 7
Large Brass Bucket & Cylinder ---------------- 1.1

The 15 inch Altitude and Azimuth Circle
the division on Silver of the most
recent improved construction and ad-
justment- Microscopes, etc the whole
of the best workmanship and every
necessary apparatus will not exceed --------- 130--

The double Image Dynameter ---------- ----- 5.-

In the manufacture of the Apparatus described will require our
very particular attention in the construction0 as, they being
not common and familiar to our general workmen. Therefore they

could not be executed with sufficient attention and accurate
workmanship in less time than for the Hydraulic Apparatus with-

in 3 months, and the Astronomical Circle within 6 months from
the time we receive the order

Respecting Instruments circulated with our name and as

manufactured by us, we do not encourage or allow any person
whatever to supply instruments but those that are immediately

manufactured by ourselves. We are informed that there are
persons who get up from inferior makers various Philosophical 0

Optical and other instruments 0 who surreptitiousl y pass them
off as made by us and other respectable houses in the trade0 as
well as engraving the respective names on each to the great

injury of the reputation of those houses for good instruments
by thus deceiving the purchasers --

The only remedy against this imposition is by a direct
order to the House they are desired from or through their
particular correspondent in Londono
The Academy for which these Instruments are required may be
assured that the very best attention0 in favour of an order
being given to the accuracy of the Instruments by Sir Your
Obliged Servants J. W. & S. JONES
30 Halborn June 20. 1833
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FROM R. B. Bate* to J. LeSouef*
(26 June 1833)

Nett price
A working Model of the centrifugal Pump 4.10

of Barker's Mill_ 1.16-

~* ___ " __of the Persian Water Wheel
(second hand)--r---.-------- 5. -.-

___of the Chaim Pump 310 

___ of De la Hire's Pump __ 6.

* ____ " of Bramah's Hydrostatic
Press, for experiment in breaking
wood and Metals ------------ 30. -o

Ferguson's Compound Engine, in which the
different mechanic powers work
together .------ ----- ---.----- 4.15.-

*Hydrostatic Bellows_ 6..
A set of glass Balls for the Specific gravities

(consisting of 30) of liquids __ 1.10.-
A small Still with worm-tub and lamp

for distilling water etc-------- 2. 5.-
A copper Bottle, Beam & Stand for accurately

weighing air T----.--.-...--- 3, 3.-

Six breaking squares with case & cap for external
pressure of atmosphere ------- -. 10.6

A copper Air fountain with Syringe and various
jets --------- - 7

A Bucket & Cylinder for exhibiting(by means of
a balance) the loss of weight sustained by
a body when immersed in a liquid ----- r-- 1. 1 -

An Altitude and Azimuth Circle, divided on
silver, each circle 15 inches diamr. with
compound Magnifier reading to 5" of a

degree------.-.-- -.-.---- 130 .
A double-image dynameter, for determining the

magnifying powers of Telescopes and the
comparative magnitudes of objects ----.- 4, 4,-

The Instruments to be all of the best construction and
workmanship and executed in 3 or 4 months; the payment to
be prompt and exclusive of charges for Packing-cases and
shipping.
The set of glass balls will consist of thirty,

R. B. BATE, 21 Poultry
26 June 1833

J LeSouef Esqr etc etc
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FROM-R. B, Bate* to J. LeSouef*
21(Poultry) 26 June 1833

Sir,

I have adhered to the prices named where I see a

possibility of executing the Instruments well at those prices

without adhering to the prices where I can already execute

them at lower - The three Instrs marked in the margin cannot

be made to answer the purpose at lower prices and Bramah's

press is their own price as lately given to us. I am Sir

Your faithful & Obt Serv. R. B. BATE

J LeSouef Esqr etc etc
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FROM G. Dollond to J. Le Souef*
(June 26, 1833)

A Copper vase, air fountain & pan with Syringe & various
Jets---------------------------- ---------- 10 10

An altitude & azimuth circle, divided on Silver 15 inches
in diameter with reading Micrometers------- -- 157. 10

Double image dynameter for determining the magnifying
power of Telescopes ------.---------..---- . 4.4

Sir
As you have limitted me to those things which are

manufactured in my own premises; I beg to hand you the a-
bove estimate, although the other articles would be furnish-
ed at as low a charge and of equal quality with any other
House; few, if any of our Trade manufacture such Instruments
for themselves.
The first article, I have ready. It was made in a very
superior manner for a Customer who did not pay for it. I
have therefore put it down at a less price than it should
be charged, if immediately made to order. The original price
was X12.12 - The second Instrument will be made upon the
best principles, with three micrometer readings for the
Azimuth Circle, and two for the Vertical. It will take about
six months to complete it, after receiving the order.
The third article I always keep ready.
The-dieseeseHte 8p empfe-HpeBegfes e -aes3fe^me@fee wiHtee-sie
peceent. I am Sir Your Obedient Hu Svt G. DOLLOND
London June 26 1833

*See Index



FROM W. Simms to J. LeSoue f
Fleet Street. 9th July 1833

Sir

The instrument we have supplied is one of our largest
size Spirit Levels - the telescope is about 22 inches in
length, varying a little either way. to have made one of
precisely 24 inches would have been attended with this dis-
advantage. that the object glass etc having to be prepared
singly, would have been more expensive & the chances are
less perfecto than in the present case, where the number we
make of that & of an inferior size gives us the opportunity
of selecting in particular chases - Some observations rel-
ative to adjustment etc were enclosed with box, but this
circumstance was forgotten. I remn Sir Your most obedient
St W. SIMMS
J LeSouef Esqr

*See Irdex



FROM William H. C. Bartlett*

Engineer Department W. July 12, 1833

Sir0
In answer to your communication of the 3d instant, advis-

ing the Department of your readiness to commrence the duties

assigned to you in Boston Harbour, and requesting that an

Officer, of the Corps of Engineers 0 may be detailed as your

Assistant, I have the honour to enclose, herewith, for your

information a copy of a letter of this date addressed to

Col. (Joseph G.) Totten*.
Your letter of the It instant, in reference to a

commutation for fuel & quarters, has been received & will re-

ceive due consideration. With great &c By order:
/signed/ wmI H. C. BARTLETT

Lt & Asst. to Ch. Bngr.

Lte Col, S. Thayer Corps of Engr, Boston, Masso

*See Index



FROM William H. C. Bartlett*

Engineer Department W. July 13, 1833

Sir,

The Department has just been apprized that by an Order

from the Adjutant General's Office of this date N° 26, the

Garrison of Fort Independence has been withdrawn and that

post put under your control, the better to enable you to make

the repairs to that work, the Superintendence of which has

been committed to you - a copy of the order referred to has

been transmitted to you. Very respectfully &c

By order:/signed/ WTm H.C. BARTLETT

Lt. & Ass, to Cho Engr.

Lt Col. S. Thayer Corps of Engs. Boston, Masso

*See Index



TO Thomas Aspinwa l*

Boston August 8th 1833
Dear Colonel,

Since I last wrote to you it has occurred to me that I
may have committed an error with the respect to the name of
the Author of the Treatise on Defilement which, as you have
seen I was, as I still am, anxious to procure. Instead of
MacCauley it may be some other name. Certain I am I saw a
notice of the publication of a treatise on that subject
sometime within the last year. It is the only work on that
subject in the english language so that you can easily
ascertain its title by enquiring of some officer of the
Royal Engineers or perhaps of Egerton the Military Book-
seller at WhiteHall. Altho I have recd no letter of acknowl-
edgement I hope that my several communications relative to
Mathematical Instruments etc reached you in due course

I have to request that you will direct the future
numbers of the United Service Journal to me in this.City &
to discontinue the subscription on account of the Mily
Academy till you shall receive instructions from Major
De Russey* the present Superintendent of that Institution.
I remain with the highest regard yr frd. & obed Svt

S. THAYER
Col. Thomas Aspinwall London

*See Index



FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department W. August 30, 1833

Sir,

Your communication of the 20 th of June last, in which

you request that you may be relieved from all other duties

assigned to you, other than the Superintendence of the works

of fortification in Boston harbour; especially, from serving

as a member of the Board of Engineers, has been submitted to

the Secretary of War(Lewis Cass), for consideration, and I

am instructed by him to inform you that your request cannot

be acceded to. I am &c (Signed) C. GRATIOT, B. Genl.

Lt. Col. S. Thayer Corps of Engs. Boston, Mass.

*See Index



FROM Charles Gratiot*
Engineer Department W. Sept. 12, 1833

Sir,
Your communication of the 1st of July last, in which you

request that you may be allowed the same commutation for fuel
and quarters, as is allowed to an officer of the same grade at
New York, there being no public quarters at Boston of which you
can avail yourself, has been submwitted to the Secretary of War;
and I have to advise you that the request is not acceded to by
the Secretary: you will therefore have to make your requisitions
for Quarters & fuel, on the Quarter Master, in the manner pre-
scribed by the regulations. I amnSir &c.

(Signed) C. GRATIOT, B. Genl.
Lt. Colo S. Thayer Corps of Engs. Boston, Mass,

*See Index



FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department

W. September 26, 1833
Sir,

In answer to your communication of the l0 th instant,
covering a letter from M r Baldwin addressed to you on the
subject of models of the dry dock at Charlestown, I have
to inform you that the matter has been submitted to the
Secretary of the Navy(Levi Woodbury) who consents to these
models being made for the Academy provided the expenses be
met by the appropriation for the service of the War Depart-
ment.

Major (Rene E.) DeRussy* will be written to, and
authorized to procure them, if he have the means to pay for
them. Very respectly &c (Signed) C. GRATIOT BoGenl.
Lt. Col. S. Thayer Corps of Engs Boston Harbour, Mass.

*See Index



FROM William H. C. Bartlett*

Engineer Department W. October 18, 1833

Sir,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Report on the

operations under your direction at George's Island, Deer Island,

and Castle Island, in Boston harbour, to the 30th ultimo,

with an Estimate, founded on the present prices of materials

and labour, for the preservation of Castle Island, and repair

of fort Independence; accompanied by two contracts for building

sea wall at Castle Island, also, your letter of the 14 th

instant accompanied by the accounts for disbursements to the

3 0 th ultimo on account of "the preservation of Castle Island,
and repair of Fort Independence", and for a "Fort on George's

Island". And am Sir &c By order:/signed/ W m H. C. BARTLETT

Lt. & Asst to Ch. Engr.

Lt. Col. So Thayer Corps of Engr. Boston, Mass.

*See Sndex



FROM -Dennis Hart Mahan*

U. S. Military Academy Nov 3d 1833

My Dear Sir,

News from this place I know you dont expect, and as

nothing has transpired here which I thought it would be

gratifying to you to hear, I have used discretion, and have

forborne to trouble you with an idle letter, although I knew

that it would be productive of the pleasure of hearing directly

from yourself - We are going on here tant bien que mal, but I

am sorry to say with an over proportion of the latter, arising

mainly from the unfortunate obstinacy on one side, and want

of management on the other, with respect to their No 48,

Everything wears an unsettled aspect among Instructers and

Instructed, except a settled indifference in both parties.

Some of the officers have applied to be relieved, and of those

ordered to relieve them, no one seems to consider himself

bound to show by his conduct that a measure which is really

perDnicious can be made even tolerableo So far as the good

management of the Academy goes the consequences are inevitable,

and so far as its existence is concerned, I am fearful of the

worst of consequences, for it's enemries will not regard in

what way such a state was brought about, but will charge upon

the Institution the conduct of those of it's pupils who to

get rid of duties which are irksome to them, will not hesitate

to declare themselves incapable of performing them. For my

own part, whilst I shall not relax in my endeavors to do the

best, I shall look around me for the means of getting out of

a situation which promises neither pleasure, profit, nor a

fair fame.
The local concerns are about as you left them, your own

late domicile is gradually putting off it's bachelor habit, by

such additions as single gentlemen do not alwtys think of.
The Hotel has been excellent stock to Cozzens this year, Who-
ever may have cause to regret their connection with the
Academy, he at least will not be amongst the number, and on

some future day, when many a poor devil among us will only be

able to write himself El6ve of the School, he will have the

more solid satisfaction of signing himself el1ve by ito
I am now dividing my time between drawing up a more ex-

tensive series of notes for the Course of Military Engineering,

and in collecting material for a work to Supply the place of

Sganzin, I do not know that I shall be able to gather many new

or interesting facts from the practices of our own country,

which are not already known to me from my reading But as I

do not wish to lay myself open to the blame of neglecting any

Sources of information, I shall endeavour, through my acquaint-

ance with persons engaged in Civil Engineering, to obtain all

the facts possible respecting materials and constructions .

Should you my Dear Sir be able to procure for me, either

through your own observations, or from such intelligent Master

Workmen as you will have in your employ, anything which may

appear to you useful, I shall be very thankful for it. - I

wrote lately to Lieuto (Roswell?)Park* on this subject, trans-

mitting a series of questions for answers,- I have in my
possession a few detailed drawings of scarp, and counter-

scarp galleries, posterns, revetments, etc which, if you think

they would be of any Service to you, I could send on and leave

with you long enough to have copies traced from them. I would



have this done here, but I have not the time myself , and my

assistant has told me that one of his reasons for wishing to

come here was to get rid of drawing, so that I can't with

any face ask him to do anything - I Remain with great respect,

My Dear Sir, Truly, D. H. MAHAN

To Lieut. Colonel So Thayer U. S. Corps of Engrs.

*See Index



FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department Wo Nov. 6, 1833
Sir,

In your annual Report, dated the 14th ultimo, in refer-
ence to the Fort to be constructed on George's Island, you
observe that "the appropriation act contained a restriction
which prohibited the application of any part of the amount,
to the payment of labour, a restriction calculated to defeat
the object of the act, as without the erection of a wharf,
the materials necessary for the commencement of the work,
could not be received or collected". The Department differs
from you in construing the act referred to; the words of the
act are "for collecting materials and making the preliminary
arrangements for the construction of a Fort on George's
Island" which is understood to include all objects necessary
to accomplish the objects of the appropriation: viz: collect-
ing materials, and Making arrangements for commencing the
construction; and that therefore the erection of a wharf for
the reception of the materials, is a proper object, on which
to disburse the funds appropriated I am.Sir &c

(Signed) C, GRATIOT, B.Genl.
Lt. Col. S. Thayer Corps of Engs. Boston, Mass 
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FROM Charles Gratiot*

Engineer Department W. Nov. 26. 1833

Sir,

In answer to your communication of the 4th instant on the
subject of your allowance of transportation for your recent
trip to this place for the settlement of your accounts, I have
to enclose, herewith, a certificate which it is believed will
be sufficient for the passage of your accounts. I am Sir &c.

(Signed) C. GRATIOT B Genl.
I certify that the journey performed by Bt Lt. Col.

S. Thayer from Boston to this place and back to Boston was in
conformity to my verbal instructions to enable him to attend
to the settlement of his accountability while superintendent
of the Military Academy and other official matters.

(Signed) C. GRATIOT, B Genl.
Lt. Col. S. Thayer Corps of Engs Boston, Mass.

*See Index



TO J. LeSouef*

Boston Decr 17th '33 (1833)

Dear Sir

I duly recd. the instruments you forwarded to me in

July last & paid the amount of your bill to Messrs. Goodhue

& Co. agreeably to your request. In the Bill was a charge

for a Scale (2 ft) contained in a mahogany box. On operning

this box instead of a "scale" I found a plain brass plate a

little more than 2 ft. long without any lines or divisions

on it whatever. Whether it was sent thro' mistake or in con-

formity to my order you can best determine However that may

be I have to request that you will procure from Troughton &

Srnims & forward to me a two ft. Scale of the best material &

construction. My impression is that steel is the best

material. The objection to ivory is that the lines upon it
are easily effacedo Brass is in some degree liable to the
same objectiorn -Silver if pure would be too costly. There
may be however some other hard metal not liable to either of
those objections & preferable to steel. If so, then you will
order that it be used for the purpose. The divisions on one
side of the scale should be into 100, 90, 80, 70, 60, 50, 45,
40, 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, & 10 parts to the inch in the usial
manner On the other side the scale should be divided into
1/8, 1/4, 3/8, 1/2, 5/8, 3/4, 7/8, in. 1¼, 1½2, 1 3/4, 2 inches
& one of the equal divisions of each being divided into 12ths
gives a scale of 96,e 48, 32, 24 etc parts to the inch. Should
there be room on either side I would wish to have a diagonal
scale & any vacant spaces which cannot be better filled up

may contain lines of chords. The plate to be of such thick-
ness as not to be flexible. With this scale please send the

following instruments viz.
Beam aCompass for describing circles up to 2 ft radius

Best parallel ruler
Standard yard of brass divided into inches
(5 Steel triangles of same dimensions as those in Magazine Case

1 Ivory Scale 18 inches long chamfered on both edges on the
upper side. one chamfer to be divided into 50th & the other
into 25ths'of an inch
Rule of best Steel 4 ft. long from 21 to 3 inches wide &
thin enough to be somewhat flexible say from 1/15 to 1/10 in.

in thickness

2 Steel rules 2 ft. long & from 1/15 to 1/20 in thick
2 do 18 inches long & 1/20 in thick
2 do a foot long

I am very respectfully your most obed servt S. THAYER
J. LeSeouef Esquire

(Addressed to Col. Thomas Aspinwall, London, England))
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TO J. LeSouef*

Boston Decr 25th 1833
Dear Sir

My letter under date of the 17th instant contained an
order for some instruments one of which was a Beam Compass
to describe circles up to 2 ft. radius instead of which

please to send a beam compass precisely like the one con-
tained in the Magazine Case sent out last.Summer except as
to the length which should not be less than 30 inches

I have recd your letter of the 12th of October together
with the October number of the United Service Journal. I

regret that I have given you so much useless trouble re-

specting the work on "Defilement"o I am certain however
that I saw it announced in some publication or other. I
am not disposed to discuss at length the propriety of the
term with your friend the infantry officer but will merely
observe that "defiling" as applied to the manoevres of
Infantry is a very different thing from that comprehended
in the term Defilement in the Science of Fortification.
The Term is not-English but French. The science of Defile-
ment has never been treated of in English unless it be in
the work to which I referred. Nor has the word defilement
or any other noun of the same import been used as I be-
lieve by any English Author. The verb "to defilade" & the
participle defilading may however be found in the Pocket
Grammar & perhaps in some other English books. The term
Defilement together with the science itself has been borrow-
ed from the French & is the only term meaning the same thing

known in our service. I am very respectfully your obedt.
Servant S. THAYER
J. LeSouef Esquire Acting Consul of the United States London

*See Index



Note on Cover: "Official Remarks on conditions of Sea walls

of George Island, Boston Harbor Fort :Columbus & Castle Williams*,

Governors :Island N Y - Bayou Duprey-La-Bayou Bien Venue La 

Fort at Chef N r La.")

Remarks.

George Island Boston Harbour - The Sea wall for the pro-

tection of this Island is finished; but a line of stone should

be extended from the Southerly end of the wall to the Southerly

End of the Island. This seems indispensable to preserve that

part of the Island: The stone which will be needed for this

object will in future be used in the construction of the Forti-

fications of the Island, the walls of which will take the place

of the Breakwater proposed°

Fort .Columbus & Castle Williams Governor's Island New -

York. Both of these Works are important to the defense of the

City of -New-York: their condition is much delapidated and re-

quire extensive repairs which will cost for the first $86,450 

and for the 2d $35,250. The amount now asked is for t.he pur-

pose of collecting materials etc during the year 1831o

Bayou Dupre Louisiana - The object of the appropriation

asked is to construct a Battery in front of the Tower ere:cted

at that place during the present year, and which requires that

it should be enclosed with a view to its protection from in-

truders etc.

Bayou Bien- (venue) Louisiana; The Battery constructed at

this place has ceased (to settle); which fact, will now

authorise the Scarp walls to be raised to their intended height

above the high water mark; & allow the -Rampart to receive its

proper dimensions. The Sum asked will effect these objects.

Fort at Chef- (Mensuer)Louis: In consequence of the great

settling of the Casemate walls of this Fort the cement cover-

ing the arches has cracked and causes openings through which

the water finds a ready passage: it is proposed with the armount

asked to substitute a Lead which will effectually remedy the

actual defect and prevent further Leakage.

*See Index



(No date- Post 1833)

Some data Respecting the MMilo Academy -
Philosophy ---.---------------.. ... $1,723
Asst ----------------------- 180 $1 903

1530
Math --

Asst. 180 1 710
Engineering 1530

180 1710
Eth ics 1530 1, 530
Chemistry & 120 ,120
French 2 Teachers 18 94 1L 894
Drawing 1 Teacher 947 947
Sword Master 466 466
Cadets with their Acting
Teachers 85,460 85.460

Musicians 1,440 1 440

$97 ,180
Board of Visitors -- 2o000
Fuel, forage, stationery, transportation &

postage averages for 1832, 33 & 34 ------- 8.582

Repairs, Improvements & expenses of buildings
grounds, wharf & Boats
average as above -.-- 6.145
Adjt: Qr Mrs -Clerks '--- 0900

Increase & expense of Library - average for the
year as above 1- - lo338

Philosophical Aparatus average as above o792
Models for Dept of Engrg average as above .666
Models for Drawing Depto Repairs of Instruments
for Math: Dept & Dept of :Chemistry average as above .968

$118 371

Amount (aver) $1.18 8371
Miscellaneous items average as above 1623

$119 994

Average Noo Vacancies for the last Ten years 25
Average number graduates for the last ten years 38
Average No. of Resignations of :Bv 2d Lieuto for
the last Eight years 6 nearly

An account of the Mil0 Schools of Europe may be found in Dupin"s

Military View 2 Vol Library of Congress -& in Gen! Bernards
Report on Milo Acad for 1821o to be found in Engr. office -
written by LaConte



(No Date- Post 183 3)
Cadets Received into the Military Academy from its foundation, to
include those admitted in 1833.

No. Decline Adamitted Resigned Graduates In the Di:edDeserted
Appts Failed to or .Acady

Rept or Dismissed
Rejected

2577 511 2066 1044 752 243 26 1



(No date - Post 183,3)

Up to the year 1829. inclusive, it was the practice of Congress
to appropriate a gross amt for the service of the Military Academy
without specifying the exact amount to be applied to the various
items of expenditure, such as Fuel Stationery, aparatus e etc etc
In 1830 this practice was changed and a specific amount for each
item .was designated' in the law of appropriation. In the estimate
upon which the General appropriation for 1829 was based there was
an item of 6,000$ for the purchase of Philosophical aparatus and
in the law of appropriation for 1830, 1,956$ were provided for
the same object o An order -was- given in 1829 for the :construction
of the aparatus in Europe, which could not 
before the following spring. It became necessary to provide fuel
for consumption of the Acad in the fall of 1829. to be consumed in
the first quarter-of 1830 in consequence of the impossibility of
procuring that article at West Point after the Close of navigation
on the (north) river. The mToney that was remaining idle on 
of the PhilQsophical, though in the law was recognized as applica-
ble to the Service of the Academy generally was applied .to this
purpose with the intention to qpply the funds appropriated for
fuel in the first quarter of 1830 to meet the bill for the appara-
tus which was recd: that time. and if the appropriation
for 1830 had been made in the usual manner there would have been
no difficulty in the matter. But through inadvertance the vouch-
ers for the fuel which was taken in the latter part of 29. &
which properly belonged to the first quarter of 1830 were sent to
the accounting officers thereby intro.ducing an expenditure which
belonged to 1830 intp 182.9 thus transferring money from the appa-
ratus to the fuel & diminishing by its amount the appropriation
for 1829- leaving for the purchase of Pho aparatus only the
amount appropriated in 1830 $1,956$ and the balance of the
appr, of '29 for that object When the aparatus arrived from.
Europe it was paid for frorm the appropriation for fuel for 1st
Apr of 1830 & for aparatus for the same & preceding year. But
when the vouchers were forwarded for settlement, it appeared that
too much money had been expended on aparatus and not enough on
fuel, so that the vouchers in apparent excess on the one hand
were Suspended & the disbursing officer charged with the amount
of apparent deficiency on the other. It will be perceived, there-
fore, that the whole of the money approptiated for both years has
been peepegry expended in good faith - The appropriation here
asked 'for would not be drawn from the Treasury at all - it would
only be transferred from -one head of appropriation to anosther,
say from aparatus to fuel & thus the account would be closed,



(Note on cover: Pay of Officers at West Point
under law of 1802 4. 1803)

(No Date)

Minm.
1802 & 03

1 Engineer-Major 600 292 288 1,188
2 Asst -Engrs - Capts 960 584-- 1,544
2 Do Do 1st Lieut 720 584 --. 1,304
2 Do Do 2 Do 600 584 -- 1,184
10 Cadets --. 1,920 1,460 -- PI 3.380

4,800 3,504 288 $8,60Q
1803

Max -
1 Colonel 900 438 384 1,722
1 Lt. Colonel 720 365 288 1,373
2 Majors 1,200 584 576 2 360
4 .Captains 1,920 1,168 -- 3,088
4 1st. Lieuts. 1,440 1,168 r--- 2,608
4 2nd, Lieuts. 1,200 1,168 -- 2,368
4 Cadets 768 584 . -- , 352

8,148 5,475 1,248 14,871

1803
1 Teacher 480 292 -- 772

of French-Capt
1 Teacher of
Drawing - Capt 480 292 -r,-- 772

9,108 6,059 1248 $16,415
Servants

.Cols - 2 -- 350
Lt Cols - 2 -- 250
Major - 2 ---- 250
Capts - 1 ---- 175

1st Lts - 1 ---- 175

2d Lts - 1 ----- 175
Cadets - 0



THE

MILITARY ACADEMY,

AT

WEST POINT,

UNMASKED

OR

CORRUPTION

AND

MILITARY DESPOTISM

EXPOSED

BYA AMERICANUS

WASHINGTON,

SOLD AT THE BOOKSTORE OF J. ELLIOT, PENN. AVENUE

1830

TO THE

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS:

GENTLEMEN, I take the liberty of addressing you, as the

constitutional guardians of the rights and liberties of the

people, on a subject which appears to be fraught with the

most important consequences to the future destinies of our

(at present) free and happy republic. The military academy

at West Point has been so long the idol and pet of a certain

class of individuals in the United States, that even to

doubt its utility will probably be considered by them as

downright heresy, and to question the correctness of the

principles on which it is conducted and the purity of those

who are concerned in its management as arrogant and presump-

tuous. But believing, as I conscientiously do, that there

is not on the whole globe an establishment more monarchial,
corrupt, and corrupting than this, the very organization of
which is a palpable violation of the constitution and laws of

the country 0 and its direct tendency to introduce and build

up a privileged order of the very worst class--a military
aristocracy--in the United States, I should feel that I was
wanting in my duty to my country were I to remain longer
silent. The military academy was established by a law pass-
ed March 16, 18020 By the provisions of this law the

President of the United States was authorised to establish a
corps of Engineers, which corps was to consist of 16 officers
and 4 cadets. This corps was to be stationed at West Point

in the state of New York--was to constitute a military academy,
and its members were subject, at all times, to be ordered on

such duties and at such places as the President of the United



States should direct.--Thus it appears that the military academy
at its commencement was simply the corps of Engineers, which

corps is limited to 20 members. That this corps of Engineers

would constitute a very useful appendage to the military

establishment was very evident. They were intended to plan

and superintend the construction of the necessary fortifi-

cations, arsenals, magazines, &c. and when not engaged in any
professional duties they were to remain at West Point (their

legal head quarters,) and there improve themselves under the

direction of the senior officer present, by study and practical

exercises. On the 29th April, 1812, a law was passed, enti-

tled an act, making further provision for the corps of Engi-

neers. By the provisions of this act, an addition of several

officers was made to the corps of engineers, and of professors

and instructors to the military academy. The President of the

United States, was also authorized to appoint 250 cadets, who

might be attached, at the discretion of the President, as
students to the military academy, and who were to receive

sixteen dollars per month, and two rations per day. Having

made these preliminary remarks, I will next state as clearly

and precisely as possible, the objections to the institution,

under its present organization, and the consequences that must

inevitably result therefrom.

1st. The organization of the institution, and the regu-

lations of the War Department, growing out of them, are a

palpable violation of the principles of the constitution of

the United States. By the provisions of the law of the twenty-

ninth of April, 1812, no youth can be admitted into the

military academy, who is under fourteen, or above 21 years of

age; and by the established regulations, and the usage of the

War Department, no person can be commissioned in the military

establishment of the U. States, who has not been educated at

West Point. Consequently, every American citizen who has

attained the age of manhood, is absolutely precluded from hold-

ing a commission in the military service of his country, unless

he be one of the favored few who have been educated at this

national charity school, at the public expence. But it may be

said that none except those who are educated at this military

academy, are qualified for commissioned officers in our

military establishmento This however I deny, and assert there
are hundreds of young men at this time, in the U. States, who

have received a regular, practical and scientific military

education at their own expence, and who are in every respect

as well, yea, better qualified, to discharge the duties of any,

or all of the corps of the army, either in peace or in war,

than those educated at West Point; because, with equal, if not
superior military acquirements, their literary and practical
scientific education is far superior. But should one of
these apply for a military commission, he would be told there

is no room for him--that a chosen few have claims which he
cannot urge; that is, they have been supported four years at
the expence of the people, at West Point, which gives them a
paramount claim to fill all the offices, and thereby be thus
supported during the rest of their liveso I would now ask,
gentlemen, whether this be not a most flagrant violation of
the very first principles of our republican constitution, viz:
that offices of honor, trust and emolument shall be equally
opened to a 11



I think there can be but one answer to this question. And,

gentlemen, can you, consistent with your duties, as the guar-

dians of the people"s rights, allow this monstrous usurpation

of power, by an executive department, longer to exist? Will

you longer suffer the dearest rights of a vast majority of

your fellow citizens, to be thus invaded, yea, trampled upon,

and themselves as it were, thrown out of the pale of the

constitution? I cannot believe you will.

2nd. The military academy under its present organization,

has introduced a military aristocracy into our republic.

What is an aristocracy? I answer, ani orde r r class of

individuals in a community who claim and exercise privileges

and imrunities of which the great body of the people are

deprived- and is not this emphatically the case, -as it re-

spects those who are admitted as Cadets into the military

academy at West Point? Do they not by claiming and enjoying

the privilege of filling all the vacancies for officers that

occur in our military establishment, claim and enjoy privileges

and immrunities, of whicht the great body of the people are

deprived? And if so, do they not constitute in the strict

sense of the word, an aristocracy, and an aristocrocy of the

most dangerous kind, a military aristocracy? Can this be per-

mitted longer to exist?

3d, Some of the regulations for the government of the mil-

itary academy are in direct violation of the law. In the 3d

section of the law of the 29th April, 1812, it is declared,

that the cadets shall be encamped at least three months of

each year, and taught all the duties of a regular camp. By

the 46th article of the regulations for the government of the

academy, it is declared, there will be an encampment of the

cadets annually, to commence on the first day of July, and

end on the 31st of August next, ensuing. The law then, im-

peratively declares, that there shall be an encampment for

three months, and the regulation as imperatively declares it

shall be but for two months. Is not this a palpable violation

of law?

4th. In the 3d section of the law above quoted, it is

declared, that the cadets attached to the military academy,

shall be arranged into companies of non-commissioned officesrs

and privates, according to the direction of the commandant

of Engineers, and be officered from the same corps (corps of

Engineers) for the purpose of military instruction. From

the army register, it however appears, that the instructor of

tactics and commandant of the corps of cadets, is an officer

of infantry, and that all the other Instructors in the

military Department, are either officers of Artillery or In-
fantry, and that there is not a single officer of Engineers
attached to the corps, as a military Instructor. Is not this

a palpable violation of the law? And are not the cad!e!s ?,
this arrangement subjected to receive orders from officers
who have not legal -right to command them, and who, consequently,

exercise none but usurped authority over them? There can be

but one answer to this questiono But I am aware -t will be

urged by way of palliation, that officers of Engineers cannot

be spared from .their ordinary duties. Why, then, I would

ask, does not the SSuperintendent do the duties of a military

Instructor? His predecessor discharged all those duties

personally, besides discharging all the other duties of his

station, including those of a regular Professor, and required



the aid of no officers of Artillery or Infantry to exercise

illegal authority over his pupils. Why, I ask again, does

not the present Superintendent do the same? There is a very

ready answer to this inquiry--indolence and incompetency:

Yes, gentlemen much as it may surprise you, this Superinten-

dent who has been so much puffed by reports of boards of

visitors, &c. is totally incompetent to discharge the

duties of a practical military instructor to the cadets,

and thus Artillery and Infantry officers become necessary

to supply his deficiencies. He is incompetent to teach

practically the elementary duties of the soldier, has never

commanded a parade since he has had charge of the academy,

and cannot turn off a Corporal's guard correctly. Such are

the practical military acquirements of the present Superin-

tendent of the United States military academy. But more of

this gentleman hereafter.

5th. By the provisions of the law of April 29, 1812,

eight instructors are allowed to the military academy, viz:

one professor of natural and experimental philosophy, with

one assistant; one professor of mathematics, with one

assistant; one professor of engineering, with one assistant;

one teacher of the French language, and one teacher of

drawing. By reference to the army register, however, it

appears that instead of 8 instructors (the whole number

allowed by law) there are actually employed at the academy

about thirty, that is, upwards of twenty more than the law

allows. The whole amount of the pay and emoluments of these

additional instructors cannot be less than $20,000 per annum.

Now, I would inquire, by what means the money to pay these

additional instructors, finds its way out of the Treasury?

The constitution of the U. States declares that no money shall

be drawn from the treasury except in consequence of appropri-

ations made by law; but there could have been no appropriations

by law to pay these Instructors, because they themselves are

not recognized as Instructors by any law whatever. Still they

receive their pay, and the money to pay them is taken from

the public Treasury. Is not this a violation of both the

constitution and the law? I would also inquire how it is

possible that 30 instructors can be diligently and usefully

employed in teaching 250 youths? Such was not the case pre-

vious to the year 1818, when the present economical and improv-

ed system, as it is called in reports of boards of visitors,

&c, commenced. Previous to that time, all the duties of in-

struction were discharged by the instructors allowed by law,

with the assistance of the Superintendent, and of four or five

of the more advanced cadets, who received no extra compensation

for such instructionO when the average number of cadets, for

the preceding three years was very nearly, if not quite, as

great as the average number for any equal term of time since.

6th. By a regulation of the academy, several of the cadets

(I believe six) are selected to discharge the duties of

assistant Instructors, and are allowed $10 per month, in

addition to their pay and emoluments as cadets.

When this regulation was made, there was no law authorizing

such extra allowance; nor, to my knowledge, has any been pars-

ed since. I would ask then, is not this also a direct vio-

lation of the constitution and law?

7tho During the session of the last congress, an appropria-

tion was asked for by the military committee, of $6,000 to



erect a proper building for the cadets to exercise under,
during cold weather; the appropriation, however, was rejected;
but notwithstanding the rejection of the appropriation, the
building has been erected, and it is believed was erected at
the time the appropriation was asked for. Query--Out of what
funds were the expenses paid?

8th. A splendid public house, or tavern, has recently
been erected at West Point, on the site of the old barracks
which were burnt down. This tavern is kept by a private
citizen, who is said to pay rent for the same. Query--Has
congress made any appropriation from the public treasury for
defraying the expence of putting up this tavern, or public
house; and if not, from .what funds were the expenses defrayed,
and who receives the rent for the same?

9th. In the code of academic regulations we find the fol-
lowing article, viz:

"All publications relative to the military academy are
"strictly prohibited. Any professor, assistant professor,
"teacher, academic officer, or cadet, therefore, who shall
be "at all concerned in writing or publishing any article of
such "character, in any newspaper or pamphlet, or in writing
or "publishing any hand-bills, shall be dismissed the service,
or "otherwise severely punished"

The foregoing, gentlemen, is a literal copy of one of the
articles of the regulations established for the government of
the United States' military academy. What a commentary on
our boasted freedom of speech? Why declaim against the
tyranny of the alien and sedition laws, or against the censor-
ship of the press in despotic governments, while such an
article as the foregoing, ten-fold more tyrannical than all of
these, is suffered to disgrace the pages of that code, estab-
lished for the government of our national institution? Is
this article constitutional and legal? Or, rather, is it not
a libel both on the constitution and laws?

10th Under the present improved system adopted at the
military academy, the cadets have repeatedly been subjected
to the degradation of laboring at the wheel-barrow, as a
punishment. Yes, gentlemen, the sons of free-born Americans,
sent to the military academy to acquire an education to fit
them for stations of honor and trust in the military service
of their country, and where they ought to imbibe those refined
and noble sentiments, so intimately connected with the character
of a soldier, are there subjected to the same degrading
punishment (save the ball and chain) that is awarded to private
soldiers for the highest offences, as desertion, &c., or to
the convicts in Europe, who are sentenced to work on the
public highwayso And this, in our enlightened republic, is
dignified with the name of discipline. Suppose this mode of
punishment were adopted at our colleges and universities, would
it be submitted to? No. Both parents and pupils would revolt
at it. Whey then is it submitted to, at the military academy?
But one answer can be given--it is a mercenary disposition.
Parents can there get their sons educated at the public ex-
pense, and to accomplish that object, will allow them .t be
subjected to degradation. How much superior the situation of
that youth, who, while supporting himself by his own honest
industry, feels that he is free and independent, to such a state
of gawdy slaveryo

-llth.. The 91st article of the rules and articles of war,



imperatively prohibits courts of enquiry, in all cases, un-

less ordered by the President of the United States, or de-

manded by the party accused. The present Superintendent of

the military academy, has however, in direct violation of

this article, repeatedly ordered courts of inquiry to in-

vestigate the conduct of cadets, without such cadets demand-

ing them. These illegal tribunals have administered oaths,

and cadets have been obliged to testify before them under

oath, or be dismissed from the institution. What, I would

ask, are we to expect from a corps of martial youths, who

witness, almost daily, the violation of the laws of their

country, by those who are placed over them, and see the

solemn forms of justice turned into mockery? I leave the

answer to every candid and reflecting mind.

12th. During the year 1827, an individual, not subject

to martial law, was seized by military force at West Point,

and confined in the guard-house. It is believed that

several other instances of a similar kind, have occurred

there within the last ten years. For one of these high-

handed violations of the laws of his country, the Superin-

tendent of the academy was arrested and tried by the civil

authority, and sentenced to pay a fine. And here, I would

ask, why there should have been so much excitement and clamour

about tyranny and military despotism, because one or two

individuals were arrested and confined at New Orleans (as a

precautionary measure) when the public safety was threatened

by a powerful invading force, and an equal violation of the

laws, (by military force) at West Point in the time of pro-

found peace, when no necessity, arising from public danger,

could be urged in justification of such a measure, should

have been passed over in silence, by the constituted

authorities?

13th. The pay of the cadets has been repeatedly stopped

by the order of the Superintendent of the academy, under the

pretext of damages done to books, &c. This is a direct

violation of law, as the pay of no individual in military

service can be legally stopped, except by sentence of a court

martial. Query, what becomes of the money thus detained?

I will next proceed, gentlemen, to submit some remarks rel-

ative to the expenses of the military academy. By the official

report of the commandant of Engineers, submitted to Congress

in 1817, it appears, that $115-354 15, had then been expended

on the public buildings and their appurtenances. In this

report, however, is not included the east barracks, which

cost about $45,000, making therefore upwards of $160,000, up

to the close of the year 1817. If this be added to the
amount expended since that time, on additional buildings and
appurtenances, it is believed the whole will not Ibe less than

three hundred thousand dollars. Now I would ask, could

economy have been consulted, when $300,000 is expended in

preparing an establishment for the accommodationr of 250 young

men? I have known buildings to have been erected, at the ex-

pense of private individuals and under private direction,
which afforded ample accommodations for 250 pupils, with the
greater part of their instructors, were as permanent and
more elegant than those at West Point; and yet, with all
their appurtenances--including the grounds attached to them--
cost less than $40,000.

The foregoing will illustrate, in a small degree, the rigid



system of economy pursued at West Point, and about which so

many splendid reports have been made The whole annual ex-

pense of this institution to the country, is probably not

less than $200,000; the whole annual expense of supporting

a cadet there $500, (this it is believed, was the estimate of

a military committee several years ago) and consequently every

cadet who completes his term of 4 years costs his country

each $2,000. But as only about one half of those who are

appointed cadets, ever finish their education, and obtain

commissions, each officer obtained from this seminary really

costs the country about $4,000. In this economy? or is it

not rather "paying too dear for the whistle?" It is some-

times urged in favour of this institution, in order to make

it palatable to the people, that it is of great use in im-

proving the militia. This I deny. Those cadets who receive

commissions in the army, are confined to the regular service,

and consequently have no connection with thme militia. Those

that leave the institution without being commissioned, are

but partially instructed themselves, and are generally those

who are considered vicious or incompetent.

Now, as the militia claim and exercise the right of choos-

ing their own officers, it is not probable they will select

the refuse of the military academy for their commanders? It

is a reflectionon n them to assert it. The ideas of discipline

imbibed at that institution are also totally abhorrent to the

feelings of the great body of the militia and volunteer corps,

and would prove a powerful obstacle to their serving under

officers educated there, even in time of war. The truth is,

that comparatively, very few of those who have left West Point

have ever held any commissions in the militia, and if they

are never disciplined until it is done through the medium of

this institution, it will never be effected.

I have thus, gentlemen, endeavoured in a frank and candid

manner to pourtray to you some of the evils and abuses of the

military academy; I now seriously ask you, whether you can

reconcile it to your consciences, and to the duty you owe to

the people, to be annually voting away their hard earnings to

support so unconstitutional, so aristocratical, so corrupt,

and at the same time, so totally useless an institution as the

military academy at West Point, under its present organization.

There is not a single useful object can possibly be accom-

plished by it now, that cannot be better accomplished under a

different organization, which would be entirely free from all

the evils attending the present, including even the expense,

which, great as it is, I consider among the least of the evils

attendant upon it. I will therefore, take the liberty to sub-

mit to your consideration, the following plan for its re-organi-

zation, viz:

1st. Let the corps of Engineers remain, as fixed by the
laws of the 16th of March, 1802, and the 29th of April, 1812.

2nd. Let the whole system of cadets be entirely abolished.

3rd. Let the vacancies for offices, which occur annually

in every department of the military establishment, be filled

by candidates taken from the several states in proportion to

their representation in n Congress^--eserving a reasonable pro-

portion of such vacancies (say ;l-6) to be filled by meritorious
non-commissioned officers.

4th. Let all the newly appointed officers be ordered im-

mediately to repair to West Point, where they should be put



under such a course of instruction as would prepare them to
discharge efficiently, and correctly, the duties of their

respective stations in service. This instruction should com-

prise a course of practical mathematics, of field engineering
of infantry and artillery duty, and also the duties of light
troops--the duties of camp and garrison, and a complete course

of practical military tactics. Now the whole of this course

could be completed by men of ordinary capacity and intelli-
gence in six months, when they should be ordered to join their

companies, and would be found much better prepared to dis-

charge the duties of their respective stations, than the

cadets at the military academy are in 4 years, under the stiff

and pedantic system there adopted.
The vancancies occuring in the corps of engineers could be

filled by transfer of the most scientific and meritorious
officers in the army, or by such other candidates as from

their talents, scientific acquirements and other qualifications,

should be judged by the President of the United States, best

qualified to discharge the duties of engineers.
The members of this corps are, by law, considered learners

from the time they enter service, and when not on other duty,

they should remain at West Point, and attend to study. &c.

There need be very little, if any, additional expense attend-

ing this system of instruction, as all, or very nearly all,
of the instructors could be furnished from the army.

5th. Let such numbers of officers, non-commissioned
officers, and privates as can be spared from each regiment or

corps of the army, embracing all the recruits (at least) from
the northern department, be sent in rotation to West Point,

and constitute a school of practical instruction, let the non-

commissioned officers and privates be organized into a
brigade, to be officered by the officers on detachment, and by

those on new appointments, for the purpose of practical

military instruction. Under the present organization of the

army, one thousand non-commissioned officers and privates could

be detached constantly, including the recruits, for the pur-

pose of instruction, and still leave enough to do all the

necessary garrison duty. One third of the officers might also

be detached for this purpose, including those on new appoint-

ments, the whole would constitute a handsome brigade, and would
enable the officers to practice, and become well acquainted
with all the evolutions of the line. When one detachment shall

have completed its course of instruction, let it be followed

by another, and so on in rotation. By this means the whole

military establishment would in a short time, be practically
well versed in the higher branches of military tactics, and a
uniformity of system practically prevail throughout the army.

6th. At the head of this school of practice, let there be
placed an officer of experience, and of the first order of
talents and of military and scientific acquirements; who,
while he is able to explain principles, is also able to give
practical instruction. By adopting the foregoing organization,
about 200,000 dollars would be saved annually, the military
establishment better officered, and all the objections, evils,
and abuses, that have been pointed out in the foregoing,
avoided.



To the President of the United States

Sir,

Having in the preceding pages, endeavoured to exhibit to
the Representatives of the people, the unconstitionality,

as well as illegality, of many of the provisions in the

organization of the United States military academy, and al-
so to pourtray to them, some of the most prominent abuses

practised in the institution, I now take the liberty to
address to you as chief magistrate of the Union, some

further remarks on the same subject, and more especially,
in reference to some individuals who have been for several
years, and now are, employed about the seminary.

The first individual whom I shall notice,, is Lieut. Col.
Sylvanus Thayer, the superintendent of the academy. This

individual in consequence of his situation, has acquired a
fictitious importance and popularity, with a certain class
of persons, to which it is believed, neither his merits nor
his real consequenee- aside from circumstances, give him
.any claims He has been twice brevetted, this would of
course induce a belief that some very important public
services have been performed, but what they are, I believe
the public has never been informed. I know that repeated
efforts have been made, to impress the public with a belief
that the whole system of organization, discipline, and in-
deed every thing else connected with the military academy,
owes its origin to him. I know also, that the commrandant

of engineers declared in an official report, made several

years ago, in substance, that previous to the year 1818,

which was shortly after he took charge of the institution,

there was little or no organization or system in the

seminary--that the cadets were admitted into it, and com-

missioned from it without any examination &c &c. The 'as-
sertions contained in that report on this subject, I

positively deny, and assert that they are untrue in point of

fact. Previous to the re-organization of the academy, under

the law of the 29th of April 1812, a code of general and

internal regulations, and a course of studies suited to the

state of the institution at that time, had been drawn up by

the superintendent, the immediate predecessor of Lieut. Col.

Thayer, which were sanctioned by the proper authority. Under

this system, the cadets were regularly examined, previous to

being recommended for commissions; and it was under this

system that some of the most valuable and distinguished

officers, that have veeer gone from that institution (several

of whom were particularly distinguished in the last war) were
formedo During the war, the secretary of war would not allow
the cadets to remain -long enough at the academy to finish a

full course of education, but ordered that whenever they had
acquired a practical knowledge of military duty, &c. &co the
names of all such as were of proper age for commissions,

should be immediately forwarded to him for that purpose, as
their services were wanted in the fieldo Soon. after the close
of the. war, the e then superintendent, drew up a code of general

regulations for the government of the institution, under the

new organization, which was forwarded to the secretary of war,
and after considerable delay, was finally sanctioned by him,
in the month of March 1816.

In one of the articles of this code, it was declared that



the superintendent in conjuncion with the academic staff,

should compile a course of studies, embracing definitively,

all the branches of instruction to be pursued at the academy,

and which, when approved by the secretary of war, should be

considered as comprising a complete course of education at

the institution. The then superintendent drew up a course

of studies under this regulation, which was agreed to by

the academic staff, with but one trifling alteration: it

was immediately forwarded to the secretary of war, who

approved it (making but one slight alteration) on, or about

the 4th of July 1816.

In this course, provision was made for the regular examin-

ation of cadets, for admission into the seminary, and also

for commissions, and all candidates were regularly examined

from that time. As it respects the military discipline of

the cadets, it was, at least as perfect previous to the year

1818, as it has ever been since, and it should be observed,

that the greater part of the military instruction, which the

cadets have received since the year l118, was given by those

who were personally instructed by the superintendent previous

to that time.

The present military commandant of the corps, and instruc-

tor of infantry tactics, and also the instructor of Artillery,

are of that class. However well then the corps may have

been instructed in military duty, no credit whatever attaches

to the present superintendent, who has never instructed them

a moment, either in military duty or any thing else, since

he has had charge of the Institution.

It was previous to the year 1818, that a series of experi-

ments on the fire of infantry and artillery, in addition to

the regular courses of target practice with cannon and

mortars, was made under the personal direction of the then

superintendent. Has any thing of the kind been done under

the personal direction of the present superintendent? It was

previous to the year 1818, that the series of barometrical

and thermometrical observations, were carried on by the then

superintendent accompanied by the cadets, which resulted in

determining the altitudes of all the mountains and principal

eminences in the vicinity of West Point; and also of the

Catskill mountains, and the highlands of Neversink, above

tide-water.

How many mountains and eminences have been measured by the

present superintendent; and how much of that kind of practical

instruction, so necessary for military men, has he given his

pupils? It may be proper here to remark, that previous to

the year 1818 there were no' mutinies among the cadetsm-these

belong exclusively to the present improved system. It must

also be further remarked, that under the present improved

system, it requires the superintendent and seven others, whose

pay and emoluments, cannot be less than $12,000 per annumra, to

discharge the duties that were formerly discharged by the

superintendent alone, whose pay and emoluments never exceeded

those of a major. This is a practical illustration of the
present system of rigid economy practised in the institution.
It appears from the foregoing statements, and I challenge a
contradiction of them by the commandant of Engineers who made
the report above alluded to, that the cadets were examined
for admission into the military academy and also for commissions
as officers, long before the beginning of the year 1818, that



the institution was in a perfect state of organization, and

the corps of cadets in a high state of military discipline,

when the present superintendent took charge of it; and that

he consequently had, literally, nothing to do, except to go

on with what was already prepared to his hand. I now take

the liberty, sir, to submit to your consideration, the

following allegations, which I prefer against him, all of

which I believe can be clearly proved, viz: -

lst. For the repeated violation of theO9lst article of

war, by ordering courts of enquiry, directly contrary both

to the letter and spirit of the said article, and compelling

cadets, under the penalty of dismission, to testify, under

oath, before these illegal tribunals.

2d. For making a false report to the War Department,

relative to certain occurrences which took place at West

Point, on the 29th and 30th of August, 1817. The truth of

this allegation will be sustained, by comparing the state-

ments in this report, with his own testimony, and also the

testimony of several other witnesses, given before the

general courtmartial assembled at West Point, on, or about

the 20th of October, 1817l

3d. For charging double rations, as commanding officer at

West Point, and receiving pay for the same, for nearly three

weeks, in the months of August and September, 1817; he being

at the same time absent from the Post, (it is believed in

New York) and another officer actually in command, who

charged double rations, and received pay for the same, as

commanding officer, during the same time.

4th. For tyranical, unjust, and even barbarous treatment,

towards cadets Nathaniel H. Loring, Thomas Ragland, Wilson

M. C,.Fairfax, Charles.Ro Vining, and Charles R. Holmes, in

the month of November, 1818.

5th. For violation of law, by arbitrarily stopping the

pay of cadets in repeated instances.

6th. For violation of law, by confining, or causing to

be confined, in the guard house at West Point, one or more

persons not subject to martial law.

7th. For neglect of duty, in not attending, personally,

to give military and other instruction to the cadets, his

pupils, and also, in not attending, personally, to the in-

spection of their commons, quarters, &c.

8th. For inflicting degrading and unmilitary punishments

on the cadets, by putting them to work at the wheel-barrow,

&c.

9th. For authorizing or allowing corporeal punishment to

be inflicted on soldiers at West Point, in direct violation

of the law, which prohibits corporeal punishment in all
cases$ it is believed that one soldier received two or three

hundred lashes, in as many successive days.
The foregoing allegations are preferred against Lieutenant

Colonel Sylvanus Thayer, as superintendent of the military

academy at West Point, For further particulars respecting

him, I would beg leave to refer to the charges and specifi-

cations preferred against him, on or about the 5th of
December, 1817, which, it is presumed, are on file in the

War Department.

The next individual to whom I beg leave to call your atten-

tion, is Captain David B, Douglass, professor of Engineering,

in the military academy. The conduct of this individual, was



partially investigated by a court of enquiry, assembled at

West Point, on, or about the 21st of October, 1817-- when
he was found guilty of disobedience of orders, and of other
conduct, which amounted almost, if not quite, to exciting

mutiny-for the whole of which, see the proceedings of the
court above mentioned. But one of the principal charges

against him, the court, for reasons best known to its mem-

bers, decided they had no power to investigae. The sub-

stance of this charge was, that Captain Douglass, then

Lieutenant Douglass, defrauded the members of the company of

Bombardiers, Sappers, and Miners, of a part of their rations

while they were on their mrarch, under his command, from

West Point to Buffalo, in 1814,

As this charge was not investigated by the court of

Enquiry, I will take the liberty, summarily, to state the

facts, as they are contained in an affidavit of several of

the members of the company, including the first and second

Sergeants.

They state, that on their way to Albany, Captain Douglass

sold a barrel of pork belonging to the company for $10; that

on the march from Albany to Buffalo, he sold all the small-

parts of their rations, as candles, vinegar, soap, &c. promis-

ing them that they should receive an equivalent in something

else.

They also declare, that all they received for the parts

of their rations thus sold, including the barrel of pork,

was one small glass of brandy each, The whole number of non-

commissioned officers, artificers, musicians and privates in

the company, was about 70. It must have been very dear

brandy, if the cost of all they received, was more than one

third of the price for which the pork alone was sold.

They also state, that Captain Douglass, while on the march,

was guilty of beating and bruising in a most barbarous manner,

although corporeal punishment w.as prohibited by law, one of

the privates of the company, and then of tying him to a

baggage waggon, and marching him in that situation thro'

the village of Cannandaigua, and that the said private was

so much injured by the treatment received, as to be unable to

march for several days, but was carried in the baggage waggon.

They further state, that the mighty offence of which this

soldier was guilty, was, whistling in a room through which

Captain Douglass was passing. Is justice longer to slumber?

The foregoing facts can be fully proved by living witnesses.

The third and last personage I shall exhibit, is Claudius

Berard, Esq. teacher of the French language at the military

academy. This individual's conduct was investigated by the
court of Enquiry before mentioned, when he was found guilty
of disobedience of orders, and of having been engaged in

trafficking with the cadets, his pupils, without the kn.ol7..
edge of the Superintendent, by selling them very cheap watches

six or seven dollar watches--thereby getting away their money

for what was of no use to them, (for the watches were
generally good for nothing,) and also inducing them to

violate the regulations of the Institution, which imperatively

prohibited the cadets purchasing any articles without the

written permission of the Superintendent. Yes, sir, the man

filling the honourable station of an instructor in our boast-
ed National Institution, which has cost the people, since the
year 1818, nearly $3,000,0000 condescended to trafick with
his pupils, in-very cheap watchesj which, if any reliance



can be placed on common report, were a gross imposition on
their youth and inexperience.

I would now candidly ask you, sir, whether individuals

guilty of the acts contained in the foregoing allegations,

are the proper ones to hold important stations in the U,

States' Military Academy? Is it from men, such as these,

that a portion of the American youth, selected to fill

stations of honor and trust in the military service of

their country, are to imbibe those noble and refined

sentiments, those principles of honor, and that respect

for its laws, which ought to characterise every American

officer? I leave the answer to every honorable and candid

mind. I am well aware, however, that it will be said by

some, these allegations are not true. I answer, test their

truth by an impartial, but thorough investigation. Let

such an investigation be had, by a competent and impartial

tribunal, and I feel, I hazard little in asserting that

more, rather than less, will be proved than I have

alledged. I have made the foregoing statements, sir,

from a sense of duty, and have perfect confidence that all

abuses, so far as depends on the executive, have only to

be pointed out to be corrected.

To the people of the United States.

Fellow-Citizens:

I beg leave to call your particular and serious attention

to the contents of the preceeding pages, in which you have

a deep, a vital interest. You are called upon to pay annually,

about $200,000, for supporting the military academy at West

Point, And you certainly ought to know, whether the ad-

vantages resulting from this academy to the country, aside

from the unconstitutionality and illegality of its organi-

zation, are such as to authorise this great expense.

You are told by the advocates of this institution, that it

is absolutely necessary your military officers should be ed-

ucated-at your expense; otherwise they would be totally un-

able to discharge the duties of their stations. In answer

to this, I would ask, how much did you pay for the education

of your Washington, your Greene, your Putnam, your Warren,

your Sullivan., your Knox, your Lincoln, your Wayne, your

Starke, your Morgan, your Lee, your Moultrie, your Marion,

your Sumpter, your Pickens, your Shelby, your Laurens and a

host of other revolutionary worthies? How much did you pay

for the education of your Jackson, your Brown, your Pike,
your Gaines, your R'ipley, your Coffee, your Carroll, your
Harrison, and many others who distinguished themselves dur-
ing the late war? to all those enquiries, you readily answer,
nothing.

I ask, do you expect to obtain from the military academy,
officers more brave, more patriotic, or more skillful than
those who gained your independence, or fought the battles
of the late war? If you do, I must say, you greatly deceive
yourselves. The effeminate and pedantic system now prac-
tised at West Point, is, the last of all, calculated to form
efficient officers for active service.

Youths there learn a number of abstract mathematical
propositions, without ever reducing them to practice; this
they may do at almost every seminary in the United States.



They are also taught a few stiff and pedantic rules about

the arrangement of troops in battle, the planning of cam-

paigns0 &Co

Now the whole effect of this system qf reducing military

operations under particular rules, learned in the closet0
is to shackle the mind, and destroy the capacity of regulat-
ing all the particular arrangements, by the circumstances

of the case.

This practice of particular rules and plans, to regulate

all the operations of campaigns, has been the bane of the

military system of Austria; whereas, the French, in their

revolutionary struggle, by throwing off all these shackles

and following the dictates of reason and common sense,

laid the foundation of those splendid victories which

followed the campaign of 1793.
The Austrian commander, field marshal Mack, could doubt-

less recite morp rules than Napoleon; but what figure did

he make when opposed to him at Ulmr? This is all pedantry.
The truth is, Fellow-Citizens, that every part of ed-

ucation necessary to qualify a young man to discharge

correctly and efficiently all the duties of an officer, in
the line of the army, excepting the elementary instruction

of the soldier, the company, the battalion, (in nminature)
and something of guard and pplice duty, (all of which can

be learned by any person of ordinary activity and intel-

ligence after he joins his company or battalion, in one

month) can be just as well acquired at our colleges and
ordinary academies, as at West Point. The more scientific

duties of the military department ebelong to the corps of

Engineers, for whom provision has been made. -- There are

also, at this time, in the United States, young men enough,

who have received a regular scientific and practical

military education (at their own expense) as an appendage

to their civil education, to fill all the vacancies that

would occur in the military establishment for twenty years;

and there are also, at this time, four seminaries in the

United States, (under competent instructors) where
military science and duty constitute an appendage to the

civil education of the pupils, and where youth can be as well,

and I will venture to say, better qualified for military

service than they are at the United States Military Academy;

because the Whole course of literary and scientific instruc-

tion is more extensive and more practical. Let it also be

observed that these institutions are not supported from the

public treasury. The plea, therefore, so often urged in

favour of supporting this unconstitutional and aristocrat-
ical establishment, (by its advocates) that young men cannot

be prepared to discharge their military duties without it,
entirely falls to the ground.

I have said that the present system at West Point is effe-

rainate, and calculated to unfit, rather than to prepare
young men to encounter the fatigues and hardships of war.

Such, I again assert, is the effect of it. Are they not
there provided with the most comfortable quarters, and
furnished with all the: necessaries, and many of the luxuries
of life? To what hardships are they exposed, more than to
march a few times each day over the beautiful lawn in front
of their quarters, when the weather perimits; to occupy tents
pitched on the same beautiful lawn (and which are the most
comfortable habitations they could select) during a few weeks



of the warm season of the year? ! answer none. Does this
look like preparing youths to endure the hardships, fatigues,
and privations of war? Did not the military committee of
congress pass a practical commentary on the system, when they
gravely asked an appropriation of 6000 dollars, at the last
session, to erect a comfortable building, to shelter these
hardy young soldiers from the weather, while they were dis-
charging their ordinary duties? What would officers9 thus
educated, have done during your revolutionary struggle, when
captains could scarcely provide themselves with shoes, and
the march of your army over the frozen ground could be trac-
ed by the blood of their feet? Such a system will readily
transform young men into military dandies, but never into
soldiers,

But I had almost forgotten to tell you that these young
men are to be gentlemen soldiers, and consequently it may
not be deemed necessary, by the advocates of this institution,
that they should be enabled to endure hardships, or that
they should be exposed to the rude assaults of the weather,
which might injure their beauty. Yes, Fellow-Citizens, they
are intended for gentlemen soldiers-to sit high in authority,
and exercise command, while you and your sons, who pay $200,000
annually for their education, must approach them cap in hand,
and move at their nod. Yop and your gons are to march in the
ranks; to carry the musket and knapsack; to be the drudges,
yea, the mere pack-horses of military service. Are you pre-
pared for this? If not, then prostrate this unconstitutional
and aristocractical establishment, before the yoke is too
firmly fixed on your necks to be shaken off,

But you are told it is a national institution, and its
benefits impartially dispensed to all. Fellow citizens, be
no longer deceived by this lullaby song; it is a gross im-
position practiced on your honest and unsuspecting credulity..
The truth is, that far the greater portion of the vacancies
at West Point, are filled by sons of members of congress; of
persons holding offices of profit and emolument under the
general government; of governors of states, and of persons
holding offices of profit and emolument under the state
governments, and of the most wealthy class of private
citizens in the country.

I have, myself, known the sons of members of congress
appointed cadets, whose fathers were in very affluent cicum-
stances, out of the ordinary time of making such appointments;
and without recommendations, unless by their fathers; and at
the same time, the sons of honest, industrious , and useful
citizens, whose pecuniary circumstances did not permit of
their giving their sons a public education, put by, or entirely
rejected; although their recommendations were of the most
respectable and favorable character. I have also known pe:rsons
holding offices of profit and emolument under the general
government, who have had two sons at the military academy,
(such was the case with the l3ate head of one of the Executive
Departments0) and in many instances the sons of particular
individuals, some of whom were not of the proper age, have
been appointed in advance, thereby engrossing the vacancies

that might occur during the year, to the exclusion of others.

But one of the most flagrant instances of this kindf, I have
ever known, is the following, which I will take the liberty to
state more fully.



An individual, who, I believe, at this time, holds an

office of profit and emolument under the general government,

had both of his own sons educated at the military academy,

the younger of whom, was appointed before he was of the

legal age; and his eldest son at the time he was receiving

from the public treasury not less, it is believed than

$3,000 a year, had two of his own sons at the same institu-

tion; the younger one being appointed, as it is believed, a

year in advance, and before he had attained the legal age of

fourteen.

The foregoing, fellow citizens, will illustrate to you,

in some measure, the impartial system that has been pursued

in the appointment of cadets. Do not then allow yourselves

to be longer imposed upon in this matter, for rest assured,

the. great body of you, and especially the industrious farmers,

mechanics, &Co, have no lot or share in this institution, ex-

cept to pay for the greater portion of the expense for

supporting it. The decided opposition of a portion of the

members of congress, to any enquiry which would develope the

system that has been pursued in the appointment of cadets,

is strong evidence that they are aware all is not right.

A resolution was recently introduced, by an honourable

member from South Carolina, calling upon the secretary of war,

for information on this subject.

One of the clauses of this resolution, required him to

report how many of those appointed cadets, since the commence"

ment of the academy, were sons of members of congress, with

their names. The whole' resolution was well calculated, to

develope such information, and such only, as ought to be be-

fore the representatives of the people, and the people them-

selves. This resolution was met, however, by a decided op-

position from several members. One declared , that it had

all been communicated some ten or eleven years ago--the

benevolent feelings of others were much stirred up at the

idea of names being exhibited to the public--it was cruel to

do so. Sundry amendments were proposed, relative to striking

out parts of the resolution, and especially those parts where

names were to be embraced; but the unfeeling majority rejected

all the amendments, excepting one or two, which went to make

the enquiry more general, and were accepted by the mover.

There was evidently a large majority in favour of the reso-

lution, and the question was on the verge of being taken on

its passage, when up rose an honourable and benevolent member

from Massachusetts, and commenced a speech, secundum artem,

which he concluded by a motion to refer the resolution to the

military committee. The majority were apparently taken by
surprise, and the reference to the military committee was
carried.

It now becomes a subject of fair enquiry, what were the
motives of this honourable member for moving the reference
of this resolution to the military committee? Did he think
the information could better be obtained in that manner, than

by a direct call on the secretary of war? I for one do not
believe he did; I believe his intention was to defeat the

object of the resolution entirely, I have no doubt he
perfectly well knew, that at least two9 of the members of that
committee, have had, or now have, sons at the military
academy, and that a majority of it would be opposed to its
passage. The result then of the reference would naturally be,
either that the resolution would receive its quietus in the



committee, or if reported at all, it would be so amended,
as that the information obtained would be of no real impor-
tance. A few days however, will'determine whether the will
of a large majority of congress is to be thus thwarted, by
the management of a small minotity. It is an inauspicious
omen, fellow citizens, when your representatives, to whom you
have entrusted the guardianship of your rights, oppose a call
for mere information on any subject, and especially on one,
in which your interests are so immediately involved, as they
are in that of the military academy.

You are often told, by the advocates of this institution,
of its great popularity. I ask, would not all the seminaries

in the United States be popular, if they could furnish their
pupils with all the means of obtaining an education gratis,
and give them 28 dollars per month besides, with a promise
that they should be supported at public expence, after they
have graduated, during the rest of their lives. This,
Fellow Citizens, is the true secret of the popularity of the
military academy--which popularity however, is limited to
those who either have had, or expect to have their sons or
relatives educated there. I repeat, it is the 28 dollars per
month, and other emoluments and privileges therein enjoyed,
amounting to about 500 dollars per annum for each cadet, to-
gether with the prospect of being supported in luxury and
ease, at the public expense, that casts so many charms
around this Institution; divest it of all these privileges
and emoluments, and require that those who send their sons
there, should pay for their education, as they do at other
seminaries, and how many pupils under its present management
would it number? I boldly assert not one. The whole system

of discipline and government there, is totally abhorrent to
the ingenuous and honourable feelings of the American youth.
This is clearly proved by the general discontent, and
frequent out breakings and even mutinies amongst the cadets;
and also by the great numbers that resign, or otherwise

leave the institution every year.
In order that you may understand, in some measure, how the

cadets have been treated by the superintendent of the academy
and some of his subordinate officers, I beg leave to call
your attention to the statement of facts contained in the

annexed documents, marked (A.) You are there informed that a

cadet, the son of one of the most respectable citizens of the
state of Maryland, was treated with an indignity that would
not have been tolerated in any well regulated military service,
towards a private soldier, that his comrades, sensible of the

injustice, as well as indignity of such treatment to one of
their number, and considering also, (very properly) that such
conduct on the part of their military commandant was highly
improper and unmilitary, appointed five of their numbezr to make
a respectful representation of his conduct to the superinten.dent ,
and ask a redress of grievances--that the superintendent treated
this committee in a very haughty and supercilious manner, re-
fused to hear their complaints, ordered them from his quarters,
and then to leave the post in six hours--that they obeyed this
order, and retired to a public house in the vicinity to wait
the passing of the steam-boat--that they were ordered to leave
this place in one hour--that in obeying this order they were
exposed, almost destitute of necessary clothing, the greater
part of a day, to a severe storm, in the month of November,
which caused the serious indisposition of one or two of their



number., and is believed to have hastened, if not occasioned,

the death of one of them. I challenge the admirers of this

institution and of its superintendent, to produce from the

military annals of any civilized nation, however arbitrary
its form of government0 an instance of more tyrannical and

even barbarous treatment, than is here exhibited; and yet

this treatment has been dignified with the name of discipline

by many of the very refined and benevolent friends of the

military academy.

As to captain B.. I have nothing to say. Not being an

officer of the corps of Engineers, he had no legal right to

command the cadets at all, and they were not legally bound

to obey any of his orders. But for the superintendent, there

can be no justification or excuse; his conduct, by every

principle of correct military discipline, was unjust and

tyrannical and he ought to have been dismissed the service,

and would have been so, had those in authority over him, have

done their duty On what a proud eminence does the manly,

dignified and independent course pursued by this committee,

place them, in comparison with their tyrannical superindent?

Yes, fellow citizens, the names of Loring, Ragland, Fairfax,

Vining and Holmes, will long be respectfully remembered, and

their memories affectionately cherished, after that of their

relentless persecutor shall have sunk into oblivion, or if

remembered 0 remembered only to be detested.

I now candidly ask you, fellow citizens, whether you will

longer suffer 200,000 dollars to be drawn annually from your

hard earnings, to support this unconstitutional, illegal and

aristocratical establishment. Already have some of your num-

ber felt the effects of its tyranny, by being confined in

the guard-house at West Point. If such things are done in

the green tree, you may easily anticipate what will be done

in the dry. -Your only safety then is,. in abolishing it, the

evil can be effectually guarded against in no other way. If

you ask me how you can accomplish this, I readily answer--

tell your representatives in congress, in a language not to

be misunderstood, that it must be abolished; that you will no

longer support it: and if your mandate be not promptly obey-

ed, tell them, through the ballot box, that you have no fur-

ther need of their services, and elect those who will obey

your instructions .

If the money which is annually expended on this establish-

ment, were appropriated t6 the instruction and disciplining

of the militia, who are the-only constitutional defence of

the country, it would in the course of a few years0, prepare

them for the correct and efficient discharge of all the

duties of the fielde Would not this be a much more

beneficial appropriation, of it, than to apply it to building

up a military aristocracy in the :country?
I have thus, rfellow-citizens, candidly and frankly exhibited

tO you, some of the evils and abuses growing out of .the mili-
tary academy, under its present organization. If what I have
sdid should induce you to apply the proper correction, I shall

feel that I have rendered an important service to my country.

If, however, such shall not be the result, I shall, at least,

have the consolation of knowing that, I have honestly dis-

charged my duty. AMERICANUS.

NOTE. Americanus would beg leave to inform the cadets of the

military academy, that whenever he has found it necessary to



allude to them, in the preceeding pages, his remarks are to

be considered as intended to be limited strictly to them, as

connected with an institution9 the principles, organization,
and management of which, he highly disapproves; and that no

reflections whatever, are intended to be cast on them per-

sonally, or in their individual capacities. He has the

pleasure of a personal acquaintance with many of them, and

entertains towards them, personally, the highest respect and

esteemo

A.

IMemorandum] New York, Dec. 2d 1818.

On Monday the 23d day of :Nlov. 1818, the cadets of the

military academy of the United States, in consideration of

the indignities which they had received as a corps, from

John Bliss, Captain in the 6th regiment of the United States

infantry, and commandant of the corps of cadets, elected

(without a deliberative assembly, or any deviation from the

strict rules of discipline,) a committee9 consisting of

Charles Ro Holmes, Wilson M. C. Fairfax, Nath. H. Loring,

Charles R. Vining, and Thomas Ragland, to present to the

superintendent of the military academy, major Sylvanus Thayer,

of the corps of engineers, a statement of grievances, and to

take such other rmesures as might appear necessary, to remove

the growing evil--the committee in conformity to the senti-

ments of their fellow cadets, and adhering strictly to the

principles of common right, framed a memorial, to be delivered

to the superintendent, dictated by cool reflection, and ex-

pressed in the most respectful terms, noticing the most

prominent acts of unjustifiable violence in the commandant, and

shewing the effects on the minds of the cadets, at the same

time assuring him, of their reliance on his disposition to ad-

minister justice, This letter was at first intended to have

been delivered by the committee, (in person) to the superin-

tendent, but Mr. Ragland a member of the committee was re-

ceived (at the superintendent's request) as a private indi-

vidual; in his conference, he made known the object of the in-

tended visit of the committee; the superintendent, while he

approved the motives which actuated the cadets¢ requested

Mr. Ragland to inform the committee, that he could not receive

from the thei r memorial--in extenuation of the commandant's

conduct the superintendent observed, that although the in-

stances of impropriety which the committee had noted, had

occurred, there was no indication that the similar would here-

after take place.

The committee being apprized of these circumstances, and
perceiving from the unaccountable conduct of the superintendent,
that there remained but little hope of obtaining from that
source the redress which they were in justice entitled to. -x-

pect, resolved, rather than tamely submit to indignities as

vile, as they were degrading, to enjoy those privileges which
every citizen of a free country has a right to claim, the

members of the committee, as individuals, waited in the
evening on the superintendent, (by his permission) with a view

of tendering their resignations as members of the military

academy; these the superintendent peremptorily refused to

accept, on any considerations, and not even hearing the motives,
remarked, that had he known the business of the committee, he
would have refused them an audience; at the aame time giving



them in substance, an order to leave his quarters; the

committee obeyed, but resolved to frame charges predicated

on the facts in their possession, against Captain John Bliss.

The charge of ungentlemanlike and unofficerlike conduct, was

prepared against him, each specification being founded on the

surest and most undeniable evidence--cadets having certified

on honor, to each of the following facts--

That J. Bliss, the commandant, did seize by the collar,

shake and jerk in the most furious manner from the ranks, a

cadet, who was stunned by the shock; the said cadet enquir-

ed if that was the manner in which he was to be treated? or

words to that effect; the commandant answered--"Yes, God

damn you, and I'll ----. " The remainder of the sentence

was not distinctly remembered by the evidence.

That J. Bliss, the commandant, saw several cadets standing

together, and without any provocation threw stones at them.

That J. Bliss, the commandant, passed a cadet who was

sitting on the Barrack railings, and turning about, violently

threw the said cadet from the railings, without the shadow of

provocation.

That J. Bliss, the commandent, actuated by the most un-

governable rage, with menacing gestures, and in a provoking

manner, ordered a cadet from his quarters, and without allow-

ing time for obedience to his order, violently seized and

thrust the said cadet from his quarters.

As the superintendent had evinced his determination not to

receive the committee in a public capacity, the charge was

presented to him by Messrs. Fairfax and Ragland, in the

character of private individuals; after a few cursory remarks

on the discontent of the cadets, the superintendent thought

proper to receive the charge; observing, that if it contained

a statement of facts which were already known to him, the

committee had reason to expect they would be properly noticed

This charge was enclosed in a letter from the committee,

assuring the superintendent that this measure, though it might

be seemingly precipitate, proceeded from .the coolest and most

deliberate reflection- and proving by the fairest and most

candid exposition of their sentiments, that no part of their

conduct had been dictated by the effervescence of youthful

passion.

This letter, in addition, expressed the intention of the

committee (in case the superintendent deemed it inexpedient

to give them the redress, they had a right to require,) to

pursue the affair to the extreme of justice, and if necessary,

sacrifice their individual interest in the cause, in which

their duty as beings of reason and honor, had led them to em-

bark. This letter the superintendent received, (enclosing

the charge) from Messrs. Ragland and Fairfax as private

individua ls.

The subsequent morning (Friday, the 27th Nov.) the cadets

of the M. A. were assembled on the parade ground, where the

Post Adjutant published an order from the superintendent, in

which that officer took occasion to remark, that the conduct

of the cadets in the proceedings which are before stated in
this paper, could in some measure be palliated, by supposing

them impelled by the warmth of feeling natural to youth, but

for the comrxttee, no extenuation could be offered, they

(it was said) acted by design, they knew the consequences; were
aware of the impropriety of their proceedings, and it might be



supposed were instrumental in seducing the cadets from their

duty; the superintendent added, that the cadets would continue

in the regular performance of their duties, but the committee

would leave the post within six hours from the promulgation

of the order, and repair to their respective homes to remain

until further orders, while their conduct was reported to the

secretary of war.

The committee do not wish to commend on an order, as

singular as it was unexpected; but as it impeaches their con-

duct in so high a degree, it is deemed a duty, absolutely to

deny the correctness of two assertions. To charge the com-

mittee with swaying their fellow cadets, in an imputation on

the good sense of a large body of the first young men in the

country, and from that consideration, independent of all

others, cannot be confided in. But the committee are confi-

dent that such an allegation will be regarded by all who

know them, as incompatible with their characters. The as-

sertion, that the cadets were formed into a deliberative as-

sembly, can be disproved by the honorable attestation of two

hundred individuals.

The committee obeyed the order, by repairing within the

appointed time, to a house (without the limits of West Point)

occupied as an Inn; here they believed themselves authorized

to remain until the next day (Saturday) at 1 o'clock at night,
when the steam boat would pass for New York, as that was the

first regular conveyance: but on the next morning, another

order was served on them by the post adjutant, by which they

were forced to leave the vicinity of West Point within one

hour, being at the same time, to the knowledge of the

superintendent, destitute of necessary clothing, which could,

in part, be supplied by the evening. The barge was sent for

the committee and the whole of this extremely stormy and in-

clement day, was necessarily occupied in rowing about in the.

river and riding on the east side of the river to Peekskill,

from whence they crossed to the west side, ten miles below

West Point, in obedience to an order which has been productive

of no other consequence than the serious indisposition of one

or two of the committee, and the great inconvenience of the

whole N. HALL LORING,

CHARLES RUTLEDGE HOLMES,

C. VINING, for themselves & in behalf of

THOMAS RAGLAND, and

WILSON M. C. FAIRFAX.

Since this was written I have looked it over carefully, and

can vouch for the general and particular correctness of the

transactions, as herein above stated. Indeed they are of re-
cord in the War Office, contained in the proceedings of a court

of enquiry, and also a court martial held at West Point, in 1819,
relative to these transactions, where every possible light is
thrown on the subject, from the attestation of witnesses, most
of whom are living. I will add, that a member of the committee
of cadets, Charles R. Vining, at the time of being ordered off

from West Point in the hasty manner above alluded to, was then
in feeble health--that he died of pulmonary consumption the
following winter, 1818-19, and that it was the general opinion

of all who knew the circumstances, that his death, if not

occasioned by the harsh treatment of Colonel, (then Major Thayer,)

was, at least, much hastened by the same. WILSON M. C. FAIRFAX.


