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SUBJECT: ANNUAL REPORT.

TO: THE ADJUTANT GENERAL,
WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

1. There is submitted below my report covering the operation of the United
States Military Academy for the period 1 July 1943 to 30 June 1944.

During the year the three Classes at the Military Academy pursued the
3-year course of instruction approved by the War Department for the duration
of the war.

2. APPOINTMENTS AND ADMVISSIONS.

This year's entering Class was the second to be admitted with the increased
numbers provided for in the Act of June 3, 1942. It was even larger than the
preceding Class and therefore the largest in the history of the Military Acad-
emy. A total of 1075 new cadets were admitted, of whom 15 were appointed
by the Secretary of War under the provisions of Section II of the above mnen-
tioned act. With the customary losses during: the summer and the addition of
cadets turned back from previous Classes, the new Class started the academic
year on 1 September with 1098 members.

The candidaites for this year's Class in the Army competitive group had been
found completely unprepared for the entrance examinations. Assuming that
this was due to war conditions such as the closing of the Army's West Point
preparatory schools and lack of time for study, the War Department instituted
for the next incoming Class a U. S. M. A. preparatory branch of the Army
Specialized Training Program in certain of the civilian colleges. Appointees
who were in the military service were transferred to these units where .they
pursued courses of study in preparation for the entrance examinations. The
result was a return to approximately the same proportion of successful Army
candidates as had prevailed in the years before the war.

Changes in the admission requirements which had been under study for some
time were adopted and placed in effect during the year. It had long been felt
that candidates with approved college certificates should be subjected to some
kind of entrance examination which would substantiate such certificates but
would at the same time not require college students to take time out to prepare
for a test; at the high school level. Such an examination was introduced this
year under the name of the West Point Aptitude Test. It was a one hour ex-
amination, half of the time being given to mathematics and the other half to
a language test. The result is that all certificates are now substantiated at



examination time, high school certificates by the Validating Examination or the
College Entrance Examination Board's Scholastic Aptitude Test, and college
certificates by the West Point Aptitude Test.

Another important change was in the history tests. History was eliminated
from the Regular Examination for the competitive groups as well as for con-
gressional appointees, but a special examination in United States History was
provided and those candidates whose educational records did not show successful
study of that subject were required to takte it. The results were used for quali-
fying purposes only, not for competitive purposes. The effect of this change
was to eliminate the now little studied ancient history from the history com-
ponent of the old Regular Examination. It left the United States History ex-
amination, but only for those candidates who had not already qualified in that
subject in school or college.

The other important change was in the form of the Regular and Validating
examinations. The old form for the Validating examination, consisting of
Part I, made up of "short-answer" questions and Part II, made up of questions
of the essay type, was adopted as the form for both the Validating and the
Regular examinations. Candidates subject to the Validating examinations were
required to take Part I only while those designated for the Regular examina-
tion had to take both parts. This new form proved to have numerous advan-
tages over the old.

For admission by certificate a few ~changes were made in the credits pre-
scribed. Among the required subjects 1 unit of United States History was
substituted for 2 units of Ancient, European, English or American History.
Among the- optional subjects the social sciences were extended so as to include
Problems of American Democracy. Physical geography was replaced by geog-
raphy of any nature and foreign languages were made to include all foreign
tongues.

There was a considerable drop this year in the number of candidates electing
to substantiate their secondary school certificates by means of the College En-
trance Examination Board's Scholastic Aptitude Test. The number choosing
that method last year was 80, while this year there were only 33. It is probable
~that the drop was due in large measure to war conditions.

The vacancies set aside for sons of veterans of the first World War continue
unfi~lled. This year there were 39 such vacancies and only 4 of them were
filled at the March examination.

3. ACADEMIC INSTRUljCTION.

a. Department of Military Topography and Graphics.
During the year the* Department of Military Topography and Graphics con-

ducted courses as follows:
Third Class (885 cadets)

1 September to 4 February--Topography
7 February to 1 June --Graphics

Fourth Class (1088 cadets)
1 September to 22 December--Graphics

29 December to 4 February--Topography
7 February to 1. June- --Surveying



Attendance for the Third Class was in the afternoon, one-quarter each day,
Monday to Friday inclusive, the maximum number of attendances for Ground
cadets being 48 and for Air cadets 38.

Attendance for the Fourth Class was on alternate days, two-sixths of the
class each morning and one-sixth each afternoon, Monday to Friday inclusive,
the maximum number of attendances per cadet being 97.

Instruction in Graphics remained essentially the same in scope and nature as
last year, the time allotted under the three year curriculum being: insufficient
to cover more than the basic fundamentals of the subject.

At the request of the Tactical Department the course in Topography was
divided so that instruction in elementary map reading would be given to the
Fourth Class as preparation preliminary to practical map problems and field
exercises in the Tactical Department. The balance of the instruction in Topog-
raphy remained in the Third Class course. In view of the war situation, special
emphasis was placed on familiarizing cadets with foreign maps and in, particu-
lar with those used by our troops in the active war theaters. Special attention
was given to the most recent methods of obtaining topographzic information by
air photographs and to the uses of specialized maps, mosaics and relief models
by task forces in amphibious operations.

Due to general overcrowding of all academic facilities, section rooms were
not' available for the course in Surveying. This situation was met by increasing
the number of practical exercises given in the Field House and reducing the
number of class-room lessons. Satisfactory coverage of theory in the reduced
time was made possible by more extended use of improved visual aids.

Under a reassignment of space in Washington Hall, as a result of the removal
from the building of the Cadet Mess attendants, the Department received, just
prior to the opening of the academic year, an additional drafting room with
4500 square feet of, floor space. This made it possible for th~e* Department to
handle satisfactorily the large Third andi Fourth Classes. The fluorescent
lighting in the new room has proven very effective.

This year for the first time the Department prepared and conducted a special
qualification course in Map Reading for officers to meet the requirements of
Training Circular No. 6, War Department, 1944. Twenty-nine officers from
various departments and detachments at the Military Academy pursued the
course during April and May and all qualified successfully.

Educational trips taken during the year by personnel of the Department in-
cluded the following:

Colonel R. G. Alexander--Sperry Gyroscope Company, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Lt. Col W. J. Regan --Army 1Map Service, Washington, D. C.

Technical Mapping Conferences, Chicago, Ill.
Lt. Col. G, N. Irish -Technical Mapping Conferences, Chicago, Ill.
Lt. Col. H. W. Ebel -Army Mlap Service, Washington, D. C.
Major M. S. Dickson --Technical Mapping Conferences, Chicago, Ill.

Engineering Board, Officer Candidate and En-
listed Specialist Schools, Ft. Belvoir, Va.

Major A. M. Smith -10lth Service Staff Course, Ft. Leavenworth, Kan.
Throughout the year two officers of the Department have served on the

Planning Board for the proposed expansion of the Military Academy, and one
additional officer has served as assistant. The extensive and detailed work
performed by them has been in addition to their regular duties.



b. Department of Mathematics.

The peak load for this department under the present authorized strength
occurred this year, with 1980 cadets under instruction in mathematics on 1
September 1943. The maximum number of officers on duty with the depart-
ment at any time was 48. Limitations of space and personnel required that
Fourth Class instructors continue to teach three sections each morning. The
following changes were made in the Fourth Class course:

The order in which the various sub-courses were taken up was modified so
that algebra and plane trigonometry were studied in the first term, followed in
order in the second term by solid geometry and the slide rule, spherical trigo-
nometry and analytic geometry.

A new text book was adopted for solid geometry, MacCormack's "Solid Geom-
etry". The number of lessons in this subject was slightly reduced and there
was some shift of emphasis from formal demonstration to computation.

Instruction in the theory and use of the slide rule was given for the first
time to the Fourth Class in order to prepare the cadets for slide rule work in
the Third Class courses in mathematics, physics, c~hemistry and mechanics.
Nine recitation periods were devoted exclusively to the slide rule and slide rule
computations were required throughout most of the second term.

The change in the date of graduation from 1 June to 6 June provided time for
additional instruction in applications of spherical trigonometry to terrestrial
and celestial measurements which are the foundation of long range aerial
navigation.

In the Third Class course, there were no major changes in content or methods.
The separation of the class into upper and lower divisions was resumed, the
upper sections taking longer lessons and completing the year with a short course
in statistics. Ground and Air cadets took identical work until 12 April 1944
when the Air cadets departed for flying training. Air cadets in upper sections
completed the calculus course but did not take statistics. Air cadets in lower
sectio~ns missed instruction in differential equations and had no general re-
views. Air cadets who reverted to ground status and returned individually
to West Point before the end of the term were not held responsible for the work
which they had missed.

c. Department of Modern Languages.
Foreign language instruction continued throughout the year according to

the temporarily curtailed war-time program. It had been decided that the
reduced two-year period allowed for foreign language study would be devoted
entirely to one language by each cadet and that about 40 per cent of the cadets
would be assigned to study Spanish and 20 per cent to each of the other three
languages, French, German and Portuguese.

The assignment of cadets to ·language groups was based as far as possible
on their own choice but in some cases it proved necessary to assign them ac-
cording to second choice because the language elected as first choice was over-
subscribed. Spanish,· fdr example, was very popular and a number of cadets
w~ho expressed* a preference for it had to be marked for the laniguage put down
as- second choice. There were, ·accordingly, four beginning language courses
in the· Fourth Class and~ four advanced courses -in the Third Class. This year
thie Third Class comzpleted a 2-year course in Spanish but only 18 months i'n
each of the other languages due to changes made at the time of the unusual



mid-year graduation the preceding year. However, the transition to the new
program has now been completed and for the remainder of the war there will
be four 2-year courses, one in Spanish, one in French, one in German and one
in Portuguese.

The teaching: staff organized to meet the requirements of the war emergency
proved entirely adequate. The temporary officers have carried on the work of
the Department in a very creditable fashion. A large number of them are
language teachers by profession and some have risen in their former careers
in the colleges as high as the position of full professor. From their long ex-
perience they have brought us new ideas and have in general provided that
desirable contact with ·college methods and procedures that was obtainable
formerly only by the visits to the colleges made from time to time by the head
of the Department.

This Department now has four native civilians, one for each of the languages,
a native of France, one of Spain, one of Germany, and one of Brazil, the latter
to teach~ Portuguese. The practice of furnishing for each class room an officer
instructor to teach~ mainly the structure of the foreign language and at the
same time providing for visits by a native civilian to instruct in and demon-
strate the spok'en language has been an important and successful feature of
·the Department's courses since 1904. During the present war much has been
written in the newspapers and magazines about the Army's modern and quick
method of teaching languages in the colleges by the use of a linguist to teach
the structure of the language and at the same time a native to give practice in
speaking it. The method is called new and so it is interesting to note that it
has been used in this Department, at least as far as this basic principle is con-
cerned, for 40 years.

The practice of sending officers detailed as language instructors for a pre-
liminary year of study and practice abroad has been discontinued for the dura-
tion of the war. Advantage is taken of the summer suspension of academic
work, however, to afford advanced stu~dy of the languages during: that period
to all instructors who can be spared for such duty. Most of them are sent to
the special language schools at Middlebury, Vermont, but for those teaching
Portuguese there are no suitable courses at Middlebury or any other place in
this country and accordingly they spend the summer studying and practicing
the Portuguese language in Brazil. Two officers were sent there for such
study last summer and three others have already been sent there for a similar
period and purpose this year.

This summer study combined with daily instructor classes throughout the
year keep the teaching staff at a high peak of* efficiency and the effect during
the year has been to provide entirely satisfactory language instruction, to the
cadets.

d. Department of Chemistry and Electricity.

Chemistry
Air Cadets (485)--This has been the first year of the 3-year course author-

ized for the duration of the present war. Chemistry was taught to the Air
cadets of the Third Class from 1 September 1943 to 22 ~December 1943, during
which time there were 40 periods of 1 hour 20 minutes each devoted to lecture
and section room work and 7 periods of 2 houzrs each devoted to laboratory work.



No cadet of this Class was permitted to choose air training unless he was pro-
ficient in Chemistry on 22 December 1943. No general reviews were given to
the Air cadets.

Ground Cadets (399)--The course for Ground cadets extended from 1 Sep-
tember 1943 to 19 January 1944. After the Air cadets finished their course
on 22 December 1943, 'there were 7 sections of Ground cadets left. Sections
1-4, the upper sections, devoted 49 periods of 1 hour 20 minutes each to lecture
and section room work and 7 periods of 2 hours each to laboratory work. This
part of the Class took no general reviews. Sections 5-7, the lower sections,
devoted 49 periods of 1 hour 20 minutes each to lecture and section room work,
including 5 general reviews and 7 periods of 2 hours each to laboratory work.

The text of the course used was the same as that used for the past several
years, "Smith's College Chemistry" (Kendall), Third Revised Edition. Both
Air and Ground cadets covered this text to include radioactivity and atomic
structure. Many omissions were made and fewer partial reviews than usual
were given. The lower sections of the Ground cadets were the only ones to be
given any general reviews. The course was too short to produce satisfactory
results but sufficient ground was covered to make it 'worthwhile.

A lecture on Chemical Warfare has been given in past years by distinguished
Chemical Warfare officers, usually from the Office of the Chief of Chemical
Warfare but this year Major B. R. Bierer, C. W. S., Res., an instructor in this
Department, gave the best lecture we have ever had on this subject.

Six cadets were deficient at the end of the course and were required to take
the final examination. One cadet failed this examination and was discharged.
Electricity

Air Cadets (18~)--The course for Air cadets of the First Class extended
from 1 September 1943 to 12 M/ay 1944. During: this time 84 periods of 1 hour
20 minutes each were devoted to lecture and section room work and 23 periods
of 2 hours each were devoted to laboratory work. No general reviews were
given to this group, neither were they divided into upper and lower sections.

Ground Cadets (295)--The course for Ground cadets extended from 1 Sep-
tember 1943 to 1 June 1944. After the Air cadets left on 12 May 1944, there
were 7 sections of Ground cadets. Sections 1-3, upper sections, devoted 91
periods of 1 hour 20 minutes each to lecture and section room work and 24
periods of 2 hours each to laboratory work. These sections took no general re-
view written recitations. Sections 4-7, lower sections, devoted 92 periods of
1 hour 20 minutes each to lecture and section room work, including 5 general
review written recitations and 23 periods of 2 hours each to laboratory work.

The cou~rse in Basic Electricity consisted of 8 periods, using as texts Volumes
I and II, Dawes' "Electrical Engineering", 77 periods of which were devoted'
to lecture and section room work and 21 periods to laborator~y work.

Electrical Communication consisted of 17 periods, using as texts Chapter
XIV, Dawes' Volume II, department pamphlet on "LRadio and Vacuum Tube
Theory", other pamphlets prepared in the department, and Signal Corps pam-
phlets on Telephone and Telegraph.

On 25 April 1944, Major Edwin H. Armstrong, Professor of Electrical En-
gineering, Columbia University, lectured to the cadets on Frequency Modula-
tion. On 30 May 1944, Doctor K. B. McEachron, who is in charge of the Gen-
eral Electric Laboratories at Pittsfield, Massachusetts, gave a lecture ,to the
cadets on Lightning.



All cadets were proficient on the entire course and no cadets were required
to take the final examination.

The Electro-Physics Laboratory has been completely reequipped for the in-
struction of cadets in the basic principles of electronics and commiunications.
The laboratory comprises a new switchboard for distribution to cadet positions
of both low frequency and high frequency power. The cadet positions have
been increased from' 80 to 140. There has been substituted for the single pair
of terminals with an open knife switch, a multiplicity of jacks and switches
controlled and fed from the main switchboard by a complex net of wires and
cables, all concealed from view. In addition to the electrical power furnished
by the power plant, specialized equipment, much of it. furnished· by the Signal
Corps, provides high frequency current of such a nature that it must be con-
fined by special coaxial type conductors for its distribution. The entire installa-
tion is of the most modern exterior design, is extraordinarily attractive anid
will provide an added incentive for cadiets to master these difficult new subjects.

Two of the most modern 35 mm. sound projectors have been installed in the
lecture room.

Eight instructors were sent to Columbia University to take a six weeks'
summer course in Chemistry, preparatory to teaching in this department. The
course was not satisfactory and this year all instruction will be given in the
department during the summer for both Electricity and Chemistry instructors.

Members of the department made trips to 10 large laboratories for the specific
purpose of obtaining information which would be of benefit in the development
of the department laboratories or in the instruction of cadets.

e. Department of English.
During the academic year 1943-44, the Department of English gave two

courses: one to the Fourth Class and one to the First Class. The Fourth
Classmen were given a year's course in the fundamentals of grammar, punctua-
tion, diction, sentence structure, expository writing, and public speaking. The
objective of the Fourth Class course was to equip the cadet to meet the demands
which will be made upon him as an officer for clear, logical, and forceful self-
expression, both oral and written. The First Classmen, one quarter of the
class at a time, were given a new course in Military Instructor Training: based
on War De~partment publications FM 21-5 and TM 21~-250. T'his course included
also a series of lessons in Military Correspondence. The objective of the First
Class course in English was to develop in the cadet, through practical work.
the personal and professional qualifications of a good military instructor.

f. Department of Mechanics.
Class of 1944--During the summer Air cadets of the Class of 1944 and "wash-

outs" who had missed the course in Strength of Materials in -the spring of 1943,
because of- their absence on flying training, were given this course in order to
enable them to start even with the Ground cadets in September and avoid the
necessity for running separate courses for Air and Ground cadets. The in-
struction for Air cadets was carried on at Stewart Field and the instruction
for "wash-outs" was carried on at West Point in the evening.

During the regular academic year the Ground cadets received a total of 140
periods of instruction covering 12 periods to complete Strength of Materials,
29 periods of Analytical Mechanics (Kinetics), 30 periods of Thermodynamics
including 9 periods in the laboratory, and 39 periods of Fluid Mechanics. The



instruction of the Air cadets was the same with the exception that they had
only 33 periods of Fluid Mechanics, the reduction being accomplished by chang-
ing the course at the end to omit certain topics which were considered of least
importance for Air Cadets, such as pumps, turbines, and hydraulic machinery
in general. The Thermodynamic Laboratory work was conducted in the same
manner as in the old 4-year course except that it covered only gasoline engines,
Diesel engines and air compressors with 3 periods on each. There was no labo-
ratory work in Fluid Mechanics but a series of demonstrations was given in
the Hydraulics Laboratory and in the Wind Tunnel which constituted a fair
substitute for the regular experimental work.

Class of 1945--The Class of 1945 divided the academic year between Chem-
istry and Mechanics in the same manner as the Class of 1944. The Air cadets
attended Mechanics from 29 December 1943 to 11 April 1944, inclusive, when
they left for elementary flying training. During this time they recc ived 21
periods of instruction in Analytical Mechanics (Statics) and 24 periods of
instruction in Resistanee of Materials, a total of 45 periods.

The Ground cadets attended from 19 January to 1 June 1944,. inclusive, a
total of 58 periods including 22 periods of Analytical Mechanics (Statics), 24
periods of Resistance of Materials, and 12 periods of Analytical Mechanics
(Kinematics).

It is planned to give the Air cadets the course in Kinematics during the
summer at Stewart Field and the "wash-outs" in evenings at West Point in
the same manner as Strength of Materials was given to the Air cadets and
"wash-outs" of the Class of 1944.

General Reviews were reestablished for this class and it is planned to give
them more laboratory work than the Class of 1944 received. This class is the
first class to have received the fully integrated 3-year course.

The program for procurement of projectors and screens for section room use
has been completed and more and more slides are being prepared to be used
as visual aids for instruction and to add interest to the various courses.

g. Department of Ordnance.
The course in Ordnance was given to two halves of the Class of 1944 sepa-

rately. Cadets of one half attended every other recitation day from 1 Septem-
ber 1943 to 15 January 1944, inclusive, Cadets of the other half attended every
other recitation day from 17 January 1944 to 30 May 1944, except the Air cadets
who stopped academic instruction on 13 May and moved to Stewart Field for
concentrated flying training.

Cadets who attended during the first half of the academic year received 55
periods of instruction, including a lecture by Colonel G. K. Heiss, Office Chief
of Ordnance, on Ordnance Field Service and one by Colonel D. J. Martin, Office
Chief of Ordnance, on Modern Ordnance Materiel. Ground cadets of the second
half of the class received 58 periods of instruction including lectures by Lieut.
Colonel G. B. Jarrett, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, on Captured Axis
Materiel; Colonel W. E. House, President of the Ordnance Department Board,
on Ordnance Field Service, and Colonel D. J. Martin, Office Chief of Ordnance,
on The Industrial Phase of Ordnance. Air cadets of the second half received
51 periods of instruction and did not attend the last two lectures mentioned
above.



All Ground cadets of the class spent the entire day of 31 May and the morning
of 1 June at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, where they witnessed an
outstanding demonstration of all types of Ordnance materiel, including cap-
tured enemy weapons and vehicles. The Air cadets of the class were unable
to attend this demonstration because of the necessity for flying training: on
those days.

Throughout the course the maximum use was made of instructional aides
such as models, slides, motion pictures, and sectionalized weapons and ammuni-
tion. Emphasis was placed on principles and fundamentals rather than details.

h. Department of Military Art and Engineering.
Under the 3-year course, as placed in effect for the first time during the aca-

demic year 1943-44, the department was allotted 138 recitation periods. Forty-
seven of these periods were devoted to the military engineering course, the sub-
courses being as follows: Military bridges, field fortifications, roads, antitank
obstacles, camouflage, demolitions. Every effort was made to take advantage
of the lessons learned during the present war as applied to military engineering.

Ninety-one periods were devoted to military history. With these periods
available, the department was able to give fairly good coverage to the cam-
paigns of past wars (Napoleon's campaigns, the American Civil War, and the
First World War)~ and at the same time to allot a generous number of periods
to the campaigns of the present war. In the study of the latter, ten pamphlets
prepared by the department were used as tex~ts.

Under the 3-year course it has been necessary to eliminate the subject of civil
engineering as such. However, some of the material has been incorporated in
the course in military engineering in order to providie the foundation for the sub-
course in military bridges.

i. Department of Physics.
The time allotted to this department under the 3-year course is practically

the same as under the regular 4-year course; accordingly, the physics course
has remained as formerly a basic course in general physics at the collegiate
level, covering the fields of mechanics, sound, heat, light, and electricity, and
including appropriate laboratory exercises. At the end of the first term the
upper 25%/ of the class was given an introduction to vector mechanics while
the remainder of the class took the general reviews. The departure of the
Third Class Air cadets on 12 A~pril for flying training necessitated their mniss-
ing some laboratory work and all of the general reviews of the spring term.
The Air cadets did, however, complete all the advanced lessons of the basic
course. The Ground cadets completed all th~e laboratory work. Following the
precedent -established in 1943, the upper 60%J of the Ground cadets then were
given a course in modern physics, instead of the general reviews. The lower
40% of the Ground cadets were given an abbreviated course of six lessons in
modern physics, followed by the customary general reviews.

j. Department of Economics, Government and History.
The reduction in time available for the courses of this department necessi-

tated the elimination of several subcourses, hitherto considered vital features
of the cadet's academic training, and a reduction of the courses which con-
tinued in the schedule.



First Class

The course for the. Class of 1944 was completed in 47 periods of 1 hour each.
The course extended over the entire year, with cadets attending 11/4 times per
week. The principal difference in subjects covered between this course and that
given to the classes of January 1943 and June 1943 was the transference of the
course in Government from First Class year to Third Class year. The 47
periods included:

1. Five written general reviews.
2. Two motion pictures: "War Department Report" and "Japan: the

Land, the People, the Empire".
3. Two lectures: Mr. Albert L. Meyers who spoke on "Some Aspects of

Agricultural and Labor Problems", and Colonel Herman Beukema
who spoke on "Some Problems of the Peace".

Textbooks used were:.
M~odern Economics, Elements and Problems-Mn(eyers
Economics of W~ar-MR/endershausen
Modern World Politics-Kalij arvi and Associates
Strategic and Critical Raw Materials--Dept. of Economics, Government

and History
Geographic Foundations of National Power-SF Manual MI 103-1
Atlas of World Maps-ASF Manual MI 101

The type of instruction closely followed that of past years with the following
except~ions which were necessitated by the reduction of a number of periods and
by the shortening of the period from 70 minutes to 60 minutes:

Reduction in number of lectures, both by members of the Department and
by visiting personnel.

Elimination of oral reports by cadets on special topics related to the
daily lesson.

Increased emphasis on World geography. Geographic and economic
forces which motivate or condition international relations were the
basic feature of that course.

Use of slides. In the latter part of the course, slides were used on a
trial basis to augment the section room instruction.

No distinction was made between Air and Ground cadets in section assign-
ments or course of instruction given. Movement of Air cadets to Stewart Field
resulted in their losing from two to four lessons in International Relations.
Third Class

The course in History under the 3-year plan resulted in a slightly increased
amount of. time devoted to the two segments of the course which were given
alike to ~Ground and Air cadets. The work consisted of 92 periods of 1 hour
and 10 minutes each and extended up to 12 April 1944, the date of departure
of the Third Class Air cadets for flight training. Cadets attended three times
weekly. The following indicates the break-down of the above time:

Modern European History-63________.______ .periods
American Government-18______________ periods
Governments of the Major Foreign Powers _.__-__11 periods

The course in Fa~r Eastern History for Ground cadets consisted of 22 periods,
thus making a total of 114 periods for cadets who worked under the department
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for the entire year. A special and supplementary course in Far Eastern His-
tory was given for transferred Air cadets who were eliminated from flight
training after 14 May 1944. For this purpose an arrangement was made with
the Mechanics Department which permitted this department to instruct these
cadets daily instead of every other day. This special course was conducted as
a seminar discussion and research report group.

Textbooks used were:
A Political and Cultural History of Mlodern Europe, Vol I and Il-Hayes
The American Problem of Government-M·naxey
Governments of the Major Foreign Powers-1-944 Edition
A History of the Far East in Modern Times-Vinacke

The type of instruction resembled that of previous years. Written general
reviews were given at periodic intervals throughout each subcourse. The use
of motion pictures was introduced in instruction.

Lectures and conferences were reduced in number. The following distin-
guished educators lectured to the class: Professor Walter C. Langsam of Union
College; Professor Nathaniel Peffer of Columbia University; Doctor David P.
Barrows, former president of the University of California.

S~pecial Projects-For an increased emphasis upon Geography, a complete
and uniform set of maps (Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America) was installed
in each of sixteen section rooms; also a new disc type map stand with a uniform
set of 25 maps covering the courses taught; display boards for 15 section rooms
for use in mounting newsmaps, special maps, etc., and 12" Airways globes.

Post graduate work at Columbia University for officers of the department
was continued on an augmented scale. Eighteen officers pursued a total of
forty graduate courses. Five officers completed the University requirements
of thirty tuition points for degree, and of these two officers have complied with
all other requirements and have received the degree of Master of Arts in
History.

Liaison was established with the schools of Military Government and Inter-
national Relations conducted by the Army and Navy respectively. Four officers
of the department visited these schools as observers, and in addition observed
the Provost Marshal General School at Camp Custer, Michigan.

kc. Department of Law.

First Class

Academic Work--T-he course of instruction in, Law was -substantially the
same for both Ground and Air cadets. It consisted primarily of the subcourse
in Military Law, including the related subjects of Criminal Law and Evidence,
the purpose of which is to equip the potential junior officers to perform any
dutyT connected with the administration of military justice to which they may
be assigned. In addition, abbreviated sub-courses in Elementary and Constitu-
tional Law were conducted with a view to providing a general background of
the more fundamental legal and constitutional principles, particularly those
governing the military establishmen't.

Practices--The instructional methods pursued were in general similar to
those employed in years past except that almost unrestricted classroom use of
the Manual for Courts-Martial was permitted in connection with the solution
of Military Law problems, it being: felt that such use would develop greater



familiarity with the contents of the Manual. The demonstration moot court
conducted by the officers of the Department of Law during the previous aca-
demic year was supplanted by the showing of the subsequently released War
Department training film "'Administration of Military Justice and Courts-
Martial". The training film "Articles of War" was also shown for the first
time to supplement the study of the punitive articles. In addition to the men-
tioned training and moot court instruction in which the cadets themselves ]per-
formed all functions incident to the .trial, further opportunity was afforded
them to become familiar with courts-martial procedure by attendance as spec-
tators at actual trials of military personnel.

1. Military Hygiene.
The course in Military Hygiene was conducted by Colonel W. B. Meister, the

Commanding Officer of the Station Hospital. The textbook used was the Basic
Field Manual 21-10 "Military Sanitation and First Aid." A twelve period
course was given the First Class Ground cadets and a nine period course was
given the First Class Air cadets. The cadets of the Fourth Class received in-
struction in Personal Hygiene, First Aid, and Field Sanitation.

4. TACTICAL DEPARTMENT.

a. Administration.

One cadet was tried by general court-martial and found "g~uilty" of the charge
brought against him.

b. Mlilitary Instruction.
General--During the period 1 July 1943 to 30 June 1944, the program of

cadet military instruction, conformed, with a few modifications, to that pre-
scribed by the Three-Year Program adopted in the fall of 1942.

Training· Hours--The loss in training hours which the adoption of the three-
year course entailed has been partly compensated for through sharp reductions
in cadet leave and holidays and by increasing the number of hours in the sum-
mer training day. A total of 2178 hours is now devoted to the military instruc-
tion (by the Department of Tactics) of Ground cadets, as compared with 2544
hours under a four-year program. Air cadets receive approximately 1434 hours
of military instruction other thun flying training. The time. allotted to cere-
monies and close order drill has been greatly reduced and greater emphasis is
placed upon practical field training and physical training than at any previous
time. From September through May cadets attend from~ two to five afternoon
periods of Military Tactics or Weapons instruction and at least two afternoon
periods of ~Physical Training each week. Fourth Classmen also attend from
three to four morning periods of physical training per week.

Tacticacl Training an~d Firing Cen~ter (Popolopen Lake Vicinity)--The facili-
ties of Camp Popolopen proper and of the firing ranges and training courses
in its vicinity have been further developed during the past year. An improved
mock village has been completed which gives more realism to~ the combat-in-
cities course and a new field firing range has been constructed for instruction
given between completion of landscape target firing and practice on the combat
-firing range. Acquisition in May 1944 of additional land will provide an area
suitable for tactical problems for small armored units in future instruction.
In addition ranges have been improved to provide for more extensive armored
force gunnery courses.



Trainzing Aids--The quality and quantity of locally produced training aids
have been improved by expansion of the Training Aids Section of the Depart-
ment of Tactics. Installation of new film projectors and sound-screens has been
completed in all large conference rooms used for military instruction.

Annual Field Training Period and Maneuvers for the Corps of Cadets--The
entire Corps, less Air cadets of the First Class, was transported by motor con-
voy to Pine Camp, New York for small unit training of the Infantry and rein-
forcing arms, and field exercises involving combined arms, during the period
9 August to 27 August 1943. Four days were devoted to combat team versus
combat team problems, with the Corps divided into two opposed reinforced bat-
talions. For the~ last three days cadets were assigned to units of the 5th Ar-
mored Division and participated in a problem staged by units of that division.

Training of the First Class (Class of 1944).
Summer (1943S)-During July and the first week of August 1943, Ground

cadets of this class received three weeks of training as instructors of the Third
Class and the Fourth Class and ten days of duty as instructors of enlisted
trainees at selected Replacement Training Cent~ers. The Air cadets, upon their
return from primary flying schools early in July, received further flying train-
ing at Stewart Field, New York, until the end of August.

Academic Year (1943-1,944)-The military training of the Ground cadets
from September through M~ay comprised thorough courses in advanc~ed tactical
subjects, unit administration and leadership. In April each cadet received
special branch training in the tactics and technique of the branch tentatively
selected by class standing as of January 1944. Practical work as assistant in-
structors of underclassmen was required, of all First Class Ground cadets. This
was in addition to a theoretical course in training management and instruc-
tional methods. A new sub-course in the tactics and weapons of foreign armies
was also introduced. Air cadets of this class received separate courses in unit
administration, physical training and leadership. Their course in Tactics of
the Combined Arms w~as necessarily limited to only eight periods of one and one
quarter hours.

Training of the Third Class (Class~of 1945).
Summer (1943)--During July and the first week of August the Third Class

was quartered at Camp Popolopen and received training in practical military
engineering, tactics of small units of Infantry and reinforcing arms, and
weapons firing with almost all weapons of the Ground Forces, (to include those
of the Armored Force and Antiaircraft Artillery).

Academic Year (194·3-1944)-This training was the same as that prescribed
for the Third Class by the approved three-year program of military training.
Cadets' of this class who chose flying training, and were physically qualified and
proficient in all academic subjects,· departed from West Point on 13 April 1944,
for primary flying schools in the Gulf Coast Training Center. Those eliminated
from flying training reverted to Ground cadet status at once· and were returned
direct to the Academy.

Training of the Fourth Class (Class of 1946).
Summer (1943)--The largest class which has ever entered the Academy, with

a maximum strength 'of 1098 cadets, was admitted on 1 July 1943. The new
Fourth Class training program, adopted in 1942, which is a modification of



the basic program prescribed for trainees at Infantry Replacement Training
Centers, was successfully carried out through 10 August. On 11 August, the
Fourth Class moved to Pine Camp, New York, and joined the upper classes for
combined field training.

Academic Year (1943-1944)--The military training of the Fourth Class from
September through May was marked by a greatly improved course in motor
maintenance which was conducted by the Post Ordnance Officer. This instruc-
tion, involving both essential theory and practical work on motors, is considered
to be extremely valuable training for all cadets.

Summer (1944) Training of the New First Class (Class of 1945).
On 7 June 1944, the day following graduation of the Class of 1944, Ground

cadets of the new First Class departed from West Point on a training trip as
f~ollows :

7-18 June--Fort Benning, ·Georgia-Combined Arms Training.
19-23 June--Camp Davis, North Carolina-Antiaircraft Training.

At ~each of the above stations these cadets actively participated in field train-
ing, with a minimum of time being allotted to demonstrations or lectures. This
training was exceedingly valuable, as unsurpassed facilities exist at both places
for such training. During the last week of June the Ground cadets werle given
a special course of instructor training at West Point in preparation for their
duties as assistant instructors of the new Third Class and Fourth Class during
July and August. On 29 June, one half of these First Classmen departed from
West Point for a twelve day period of duty at the replacement training centers
indicated below. Their tentative choice of branch (subject to quotas estab-
lished) determined the station to which they were sent for temporary duty.
They were attached, on a junior officer status, to units undergoing basic train-
ing and functioned as platoon leaders over enlisted trainees.

Infantry-Camp______________ Croft, South Carolina
Engineers-F____________________ort Belvoir, Virginia
Coast Artillery (AA) -Camp________________Cm Stewart, Georgia
Field Artillery-Fort_____________ Bragg, North Carolina

Upon completion of this period of duty they will be granted a leave of one week
at the end of which this half of the Ground cadets will return to West Point
and take over the conduct of summer training of the under classes while the
other half departs on a similar ·trip, to be followed by a week of leave.

The Air cadets of this class returned to Stewart Field, New York on 30 June
1944, after completion of their primary flying training at schools in the Gulf
Coast Training Center. They had a week's le~ave enroute~ back to West Point,
and will continue with their flying training throughout July and August.

Summer ~(1944) Training of the New Third Class (Class of 1946).
On 7 June 1944, the day following: graduation, this class began a two week

period of traiuring· at West Point in the following subjects:
Air Observer Training--conducted at Stewart Field.
Signal Communications-conducted at West Point; additional instructors

and equipment were supplied by the Signal School, Fort Monmouth,
New Jersey.

Motor Vehicle Maintenance
Motor Vehicle Operation
Practical Field Engineering

On 17 June the class depar-ted from West Point, on a ~two-wee~k le~ave.
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Preparations for Summer (1944) Training of the Class of 1947.
On 1 July 1944, the Class of 1947 will enter the Academy. During the month

of June 1944 all arrangements for the reception and training of the new Fourth
Class were completed. This year the Cadet Instructor Detail was composed of
First Classmen only. It is contemplated that this class will accompany the
Corps on its annual maneuvers at Pine Camp during August.

Training of Officer Instructors.
The Department of Tactics has continued the policy of sending its officer

instructors to the various branch and staff school courses to keep them abreast
of the latest in training doctrine and methods of instruction. In order to better
prepare them for their summer duties as instructors of cadets in tactics and
weapons, all academic officers attached to the Tactical Department for the sum-
mer received instructor training at West Point during June. Fifteen were
also sent to Fort. Benning for a special course of instructor training, and three
were sent to Fort Knox for this purpose.

c. Supply.
All cadet field equipment has been exchanged for Class A equipment, thereby

bringing supplies up to the latest standards.
The stock of training aids has been increased and improved to meet changing,

training requirements. A training aids storeroom has. been established for
the proper storage, issue and maintenance of these training aids.

d. Physical Training and Athletics.
The Physical Training Program as presented during the fiscal year, 1943

and 1944 is outlined in the attached chart (Annex A) entitled "Physical Train-
ing Curriculum, U. S. M. A." This program differs from that reported for the
previous year in the following respects:

An additional forty hours of instruction for the Third Class.
A fifty-six hour program o~f instruction for the First Class Air cadets, devoted

largely to team sports that provide relaxation and light exercise.
The introduction of the following new courses:

MILITARY SKIING: Six hours of instruction for each First and
Third Classman in appropriate weather
in lieu of other afternoon sports.

MOUNTAIN CLIMBING:' Three hours for each cadet of each class.
PARACHUTE TUM~BLING: Two hours for each cadet of Third Class

and each First Class Air cadet.
BOAT SAFETY: One hour for each Fourth Classman.

"CREW": Whaleboat racing, offered as an additional
intramural sport.

ADVANCED YMNASIUM Six hours in each subject of advanced in-
struction for each Third Classman, con-

ADVANCED SW7IMMING tinuing instruction begun in FourthJClass. Year.
INDIVIDUAL SPORTS: Six hours ~of instruction for each Third

Classman in sports which can be played
after graduation, as handball, squash
and badminton.



COACHING TECHNIQUES: Two hours of instructor training for'each
Third Classman in each of the following
activities: football, basketball, calis-
thenics and crew.

Changes in the Annual Physical Efficiency Test to include:
Running a strenuous obstacle course for time.
Swimming maximum distance in a given time.
A rating in posture.

All cadets are now graded in Physical Efficiency, class standings are posted
and a number of points are allotted for graduation standing each year on the
basis of a cadet's physical development and skill.

e. Recreation and WTelfare.
Due to the war and consequent shortened course of instruction, all leaves and

holidays for cadets continue to be greatly curtailed. A six-day Christmas leave
was given to the two upper classes, and academics were suspended for the Fourth
Class during this period. Members of the First Class were given a five-day leave
during the summer. The Third Class was given two weeks' furlough at the be-
ginning of the Third Class Year, from 17 June to 1 July. The only holiday
observed besides Christmas was Thanksgiving. Week-end leaves were increased
from six to nine for those members of the First Class qualified to receive the
additional leaves.

The following changes were made in extra-curricular activities: two new ac-
tivities were authorized during the year, Polo and Golf Clubs. The latter dis-
tinguished itself by winning the Intercollegiate Championship at Princeton, New
Jersey, on 20 1May.

There was no curtailment in either hops or motion picture showings for cadets
during the academic year. Hops, however, during the summer were greatly cur-
tailed due to the more intensive summer training instituted with the three-year
course. A second cadet reception room, supervised by an assistant. cadet hostess,
located in Cullum Hall, has proved to be very popular with the cadets and their
guests. A new class club, occupying Mahan Hall, was opened for the Third Class
in October. This provides a club for each of the three classes now at the Acad-
emy. A second cadet restaurant was opened in January, located in the U. S.
Hotel Thayer. Hours were specified for members of the Fourth Class to use this
restaurant, a noteworthy change in the traditional Fourth Class Customs. A
number of entertainments were provided for cadets during: the year. The Cadet
Lecture Committee sponsored eleven lectures and similar entertainments. There
were eighteen band concerts and six organ reci~tals. Six theatrical productions,
including the annual cadet 100th Night Show, were given for the enjoyment of
the cadets and the garrison. Cadet publications reached their highest circulation
with approximately 4,000 copies sold of both Bugle Notes and the Howitzer.
The Pointer reached an all-time high in paid subscriptions. A larger number of
cadets than heretofore participated in acting as hosts and escorts to visiting
athletic teams and special visitors. Over three hundred cadets availed them-
selves of this opportunity.

Cadet recreation at Camp Popolopen was organized during the year along the
lines followed in cadet extra-curricular activities. Cadet committees were
formed to promote and supervise, under the direction of the Special Service
Office, all aspects of camp recreation.



The housing of cadet guests was given considerable attention during the year.
During June Week, male guests of cadets were housed in both Washington Hall
and in New North Barracks, greatly relieving the crowded conditions at the hotel
and in the surrounding villages. Allocation of space during June Week, at the
U. S. Thaye~r Ho~tel, was successful, eliminating complaints from cadets not
securing hotel space. Considerable study was given to the problem of securing
space for cadet guests in surrounding villages.

5. 'INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS.

Participation~ and Comp~etition--More than 900 different cadets participated in
at least one intercollegiate sport. Intercollegiate teams engaged in over 300
contests in 16 sports. Athletic schedules brought over 4000 young men to West
Point on visiting teams to meet the cadet teams in athletic competition. The
cadet teams made 47 trips to the Naval Academy, the Coast Guard Academy and
civilian institutions.

Trips--Due to transportation difficulties there were no games involving: long
team trips.

The Corps of Cadets made two trips by chartered river boat to New York City
in order to witness Army football games. The cadets made no train trips for
this purpose.

Results--The football team lost to the U. S. Naval Academy and the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame. The basketball and lacrosse teams both won national cham-
pionships. The boxing team won the Eastern Intercollegiate Championship.
The track team won the I. C. 4A., Indoor Championships and the Heptagonal
Meet. The baseball team lost only one game.

It is felt that the intercollegiate program contributed importantly in its fol-
lowing phases:

Physical training and conditioning.
Development of leadership and competitive spirit.
Development of future coaches and officials for soldier athletics.
Recreation-BEoth for participants and spectators.
Opportunity for association between cadets and young men of the same

age from other Service Academies and civilian institutions.
Fcinzances-The 1943 Army-Navy football game was played in Michie Stadium,

West Point, before 12,000 spectators as compared to the attendance of 1_05,000
when the game was played in Municipal Stadium, Philadelphia. `This has re-
sulted in materially reduced income. The budget for this fiscal year was $170,000
under the budget for fiscal year 1941-42, (most recent normal year). This econ-
omy was ~accomplished principally by the following:

U1se of inventories of athletic goods and equipment, etc., rather than pur-
chase of additional items.

Use of officers and enlisted men as coaches in addition to their other duties
instead of civilian coaches.

Loss of civilian employees due to Selective Service and war industry with
consequent curtailment of our payroll.

Performing minimum maintenance on plant and equipment consistent
with pre~servation and continued use.

Deferment of building projects.



6. HEALTH AND SANITATION.
The officer strength at the hospital, exclusive of Stewart Field, has been

eighteen (18) medical officers, eight (8) dental officers, two (2) medical adminis-
trative officers, one (1) veterinary officer, and one (1) warrant officer. The
nurse corps has been decreased to twenty-two (22) nurses, and there is one (1)
physical therapy aide and one (1) dietician. The USMA Medical Detachment
has been decreased in strength to 156 men. The work of the detachment has
been entirely satisfactory.

The general health of the command has been excellent.
The time lost by cadets on account of sickness was as follows:

Total Number on Total Days Lost Monthly Non.
Sick Report on Sick Report Effective Rate

per 1000
1943
July . ... 401 2404 32.2
August ... 183 2356 31.4
September . . 183 1948 26.5
October . . . 246 2120 28.1
November .. 250 1622 22.3
December .. 475 2869 38.3
1944
January . .. 393 2552 34.2
February .. 298 2186 31.7
March . .. 301 2040 27.8
April ... 245 1820 25.8
May . . .250 1768 24.4
June . ... 82 566 9.7

3307 24251 27.7

Admissions of reportable communicable diseases were as follows:
Diseases Total No. usco Only

Common respiratory. . . 943 693
MIeasles, German ... ... . 6 2
Mumps .. .8 2
Pneumonia, primary. . .30 14
Pneumonia, secondary . .1 1
Gonorrhea (new). . .411
Gonorrhea (old). . .32 0
Common diarrheas.. . .625 506
Poliomyelitis, acute. .. 0
Tuberculosis . . .1 0
Meningitis, type undetermined 1 1
Malaria . . . .· · · · · 3 0
Malaria acquired outside U. S.. . .3 0
Syphilis (new) .. .9 0
Chancroid (new). . .1 0
Influenza .... . .. . . 516 279
Chickenpox . .. 0
Scarlet Fever. .. 1
Meningitis, Meningococcic. .. 1 0

2225 1500
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Transfers to General Hospitals during the fiscal year were as follows:
Officers .10
Cadets.53
Enlisted Men.50

Retirements and discharges for physical disability were as follows:
Offiicers .0
Cadets.20
Enlisted Men.39

Deaths occurring during the fiscal year were as follows:
Officers

Aortic Stenosis.1.
Cadets

Natural causes .1
Suicide due to strangulation1

Enlisted IMen
Peritonitis.1
Coronary insufficiency .1
Vegatative endocarditis.1
Carbon monoxide poisoning1
Fracture of skull.1

Hospital Construction--The hospital construction reported in the last annual
report has been entirely completed. Plans have been drawn up and approved
for the enlarging of the X-Ray Department and the Eye Clinic.

Scope of M~edical Service Provided~-Besides serving the military reservation
of West Point with the U. S. Military Academy and its various detachments,
this hospital accepts military patients from an: area including Greene, Columbia,
Sullivan, Ulster, Dutchess, and Orange Counties.

7. Q~UARTERMASTER.
The activities of the Post Quartermaster organization, in general, decreased

slightly during Fiscal Year 1944 due to shortage of labor, restrictions imposed
on operations in order to conserve critical material and labor, restrictions im-
posed on sales to individuals, rationing restrictions, and reduction in the amount
of funds made available. The total funds allotted to the Quartermaster during
the Fiscal Year 1944 was $2,665,190.00 as compared to~ $4,023,090.00 allotted
during the Fiscal Year 1943. Considerable difficulty was experienced during
the Fiscal Year 194~4 in maintaining sufficien~t personnel for regular operations,
and it was necessary to curtail some scheduled work due to the lack of sufficient
personnel.

A general reorganization of the Quartermaster activities was initiated during
the Fiscal Year 1944 in order to conform in general to the organizational re-
quirements of the Army Service Forces. This reorganization was effected
gradually and is expected to be completed during -the early part of the Fiscal
Year 1945. In general, this reorganization involved the consolidation of all
activities normally performed by Post Engineers, the consolidation of store-
rooms and the segregation of repair and utility material from the C. & E. and
Q. M. supplies, the establishment of a Cost Branch, and the consolidation of all
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accounting activities applicable to the repair and utility activities. This change
also required the physical moving of all repair and utility materials to central
storerooms and the corresponding alterations to buildings, storage facilities, etc.

In addition to the routine maintenance work performed by the various de-
partments, the following major projects were initiated and completed, or will
be completed within the near future:

A new low-pressure steam distribution system was constructed for Grant
Hall, the Post Hospital and Central Apartments in order to utilize
the exhaust steam from the turbines.

The high-pressure steam distribution system was extended to p~rovide
central heat to Quarters 28 to 35, inclusive.

A new tunnel was constructed between the Laundry and Dry Cleaning
Buildings and new piping installed, in order to replace old piping,
for steam, water and air.

A new addition was constructed for the Dry Cleaning Plant building in
order to provide additional operating space.

The new hangar, Building No. 781, was completed during the year and
used for storage of Cadet property and miscellaneous supplies.

Utilities, including water, sewer, electric, steam and gas lines, were com-
pleted for the new housing areas for the Infantry, Armored, and
Coast Artillery.

Rehabilitation of the basement of the Enlisted Mlen's Club was completed
to provide additional recreation facilities for enlisted personnel.

The new million-gallon tank for additional clear-well storage was com-
pleted and the connecting water main installed.

A new 12" water main was installed bnetween the million-gallon tank and
the existing: main in the vicinity of Grant ~Hall in order to provide
more flexibility in the water distribution system and for additional
water for fire protection.

A new public address system was installed in the Central Area and Cadet
Barracks.

A number of changes, alterations and major repairs were made to roads
on the Post.

Major repairs were required to Quarters 105 which was seriously dam-
aged by fire.

A comprehensive study and report covering water and sewer facilities at
West Point was completed during the year. This report was pre-
pared by consulting engineers in order to provide a broad program
for improvements and additions to these utilities as requi~red by the
continued expansion of the Post and the resulting increase in demand
for these facilities. Near the end of the Fiscal Year an acute short-
age of water developed due to a droughit season and the need for
additional capacity in the Filtration Plant and raw water storage
facilities was emphasized. These additions have been included in a
long range program.

In addition to· regular landscaping work, new landscaping was completed
in the following areas: on north and south sides of Post Hospital,
along tb~e new road in the vicinity of the Cavalry Barracks, in the
area occupied by the new housing facilities for Infantry, Armored
and Coast Atrtillery, around the new Post Chapel, on moving target
range No. 1. to reduce erosion, improvements to bank along Merritt
Road, and major repairs to shade trees throughout the Post.



The following projects were initiated in the latter part of Fiscal Year
1944 and will be completed in the early part of Fiscal Year 1945:
installation of acoustic tile in the ceiling: of West Gymnasium, instal-
lation of new roof on Smith Rink, construction of high level pumping
station and pertinent~ utilities, construction of additions to Cadet
Laundry, construction of additional building space for storage and
salvage activities, installation of new water systems for several
buildings on the outlying section of the Reservation including drill-
ing wells, installatidn of pumps, etc., and a thorough inspection and
necessary repairs to all elevators on the Post.

The following major projects were completed in the training area in
the vicinity of Camp Popolopen: improvements to Ranges Nos. 2, 3,
4, 6, 8, 13, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22 and 24 including clearing: areas, removal
of rock, construction of control towers, the installation of communi-
cation systems, the construction of pits, seeding: and sodding slopes,
construction of latrines, construction and alterations to targets, etc.,
the purchase and erection of new portable bleachers, improvements
to bridge over Popolopen Creek, the installation of street lighting
system in Popolopen Camp, improvements to sewage disposal plant
at Camp Popolopen, alterations to increase capacity of electric sub-
station, alterations to headquarter's building: at Camp Popolopen,
the construction of an ammunition loading building and a chemical
ammunition magazine, alterations to mess hall, construction of an
incinerator, additions to the Popolopen ~Camp garage to provide
quarters for enlisted men, the construction of an outdoor laundry,
alterations and additions to the bathhouse, the construction of a
storage building for athletic equipment, repairs and alterations to
buildings and wharves on W~hite Oak Island, completion of tennis
courts and~ recreation areas, miscellaneous improvements to roads,
grounds, parking areas and walks in the vicinity of Camp Popolopen,
and the construction of a semi-permanent base camp for enlisted de-
tachments near Popolopen Lake including the construction of a mess
hall, a latrine with showers, a sewage disposal plant, water supply
and electric facilities.

The following additional construction projects were initiated or completed
during the Fiscal Year 1944 under the jurisdiction of the District Engineer:

Seven (7) new buildings at Popolopen Camp including four (4) new bar-
racks for enlisted men and civilian employees, one (1) two-story
building. for Camp Headquarters, a new supply building and con-
ference building.

Rehabilitation of Post Hospital.
New Housing and Training Facilities for Infantry, Armored, and Coast

Artillery Detachments including barracks, mess halls, recreation
buildings, administration buildings and weapons buildings.

New Moving Ts~rget Range, including grading, landscaping, car shed,
control tower, electric railway, cars, generators, etc.

New Post Chapel.
Rehabilitation of Hotel Thayer.
New Engineer Equipment and Shop Building.
Alterations to Field Artillery Stables.
Reconstruction of Wilson Road.



New Ordnance Building.
New Training area and rehabilitation of Lacrosse Field.
Rehabilitation of Lighting System in Cadet Barracks.

Salvage activities increased during the year due to the intensification of the
conservation program which resulted in a drive for the collection and sale of
all critical material. The total sales for salvage during: the Fiscal Year 1944
was $34,395.28 as compared to $22,031.80 for the previous Fiscal Year.

The Purchasing and Contracting Division activities increased during the year
due to the addition of one new requisitioning agency--the Department of Ath-
letics.

The activities in the Post Commissary decreased to a minor extent during the
Fiscal Year due to the extension of the Rationing System and the reduction in
the number of persons authorized to purchase. The total number of Garrison
Rations furnished during the year was 706,394 as compared to 785,491 furnished
during the previous year. The total number of customer accounts during the
Fiscal Year was 1,296 as compared to 1,431 for the previous year.

The Property Division activities increased during the year due to the estab-
lishment of new stock control procedures. Most items of Quartermaster stock
are reported monthly and all items are reported at least quarterly. Quarter-
master stock was greatly reduced during the year under the new stock control
system. A new Property Turn-in Section was established in the Property Divi-
sion during the latter part of the Fiscal Year. This section receives, classifies
and disposes of unserviceable items of Quartermaster and Military Academy
property by delivery of items to the Salvage Officer or by shipping items to
Quartermaster Repair Depots in accordance with ASF policies.

8. STEWART FIELD.

Installations.
During the year most of the major construction work was accomplished at

Stewart Field. Sixteen buildings were completed, consisting of two WAC bar-
racks, a WAC Administration Building, Service Club, Library, Bomb Trainer,
Gunnery Trainer, Reclamation, Gas Instruction, Radio Range, Hypochlorinator,
Hospital Garage, Hospital Ward, Beacon Tower, Utilities Warehouse, and a
Motor Repair Shop for third echelon motor maintenance. The Air Corps gasoline
system was installed and roads, walks and steps in the building area were coni-
pleted.. Additional construction work remains to be accomplished on the flying
field.

U.S.MT.A. Cadet Instruction.
On 1 July 1943 the 222 Air cadets of the Class of 1944 started basic flying

training at Stewart Field, having completed primary training at other fields.
Advanced single-engine and twin-engine training; followed. One hundred sev-
enty of these cadets graduated with wings from the Academy on 6 June 1944.
Of the total number of this class who started primary flying training, 67%J
were graduated with wings.

In addition to obtaining: an average of 210 hours in the air, e~ach cadet re-
ceived approximately 190 hours of Ground School instruction. The following
courses were covered: Navigation, Weather, Radio Communication, Radio Code,
Aircraft Recognition, Instruments, Bombing, Naval Craft Recognition, Pilots'
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Information File. Each cadet accomplished an average of 30 hours in the Link
Trainer. In addition, fighter students accomplished an average of 2 hours in
the Gunairstructor, while bomber students acco~mplished 3 hours in the Bomb
Trainer.

In June 1944 an Observers' Course was conducted for the 930 members of
the new Third Class. The purpose of this course was to familiarize the cadets
with some of the problems, capabilities, and limitations of aircraft operating
on observation missions. Three air missions were scheduled to total approx-
imately 6 hours~ of flying time together with appropriate -pre-flight briefs and
post flight critiques.

Aviation Cadet Instruction.

In order to better utilize personnel and facilities at Stewart Field during a
part of the time when Air cadets were using Stewart Field only on a part-time
basis, a program of advanced flying training: (twin engine) for Aviation Cadets
assigned to this Field by the Eastern Flying Training Command was arranged.
Between 7 December 1943 and 15 April 1944, three such classes of 75 Aviation
Cadets each were conducted.

Meanwhile, 467 ~Air cadets of the Class of 1945 had departed on 17 April
1944 for primary flying training at other schools. A total of 348 completed this
training and returned to Stewart Field to start basic training on 3 July 1944.

General Activities.
On 1 September 1943 the WAC Detachment was activated with a cadre of

31. This has since been increased· to a strength of 136.
On 1 January 1944 the 301st Sub-Depot was incorporated into the station or-

ganization by orders from Headquarters, Army Air Forces.
Under orders from the Training Command, the entire station underwent a

major reorganization program as of 1 May 1944, dividing the station into its
present setup of Administration and Services, Training and Operations, Supply
and Maintenance, and the Air Inspector. The troops for each activity are
under the direct control of the head of each of the above sections, to be known
as Deputies. The unit is known as the 2002d AAF Base Unit (Pilot School,
Basic-Advanced), exclusive of Arms and Services personnel who constitute de-
tachments of their respective arms and service.

Action on transfer of ASF personnel assigned this station to ASWAAF, in-
stituted on 20 April 1944, has not been completed.

Personnel.
Authorized strength of enlisted personnel was reduced from 1857 to 1691.

Authorized officer personnel was raised from 167 to 243.
In Sepitember 1943 a Classification Officer was appointed and the mal-assign-

ments of personnel have been reduced to approximately 2% of the command.
Transfers from this station to technical schools throughout the fiscal year

have averaged 14 enlisted men per month. Shipments to overseas replacement
depots were made about bi-monthly, with as many as 51 in a single group.

Air Inspection System.
During the year a new Air Inspection system was set up at this Field, con-

sisting of the Air Inspector and his assistants, Air Inspector Administra~tive,
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Technical, and Training, who provide constant inspections of all activities of
Stewart Field in order to meet the high standards required by USMA, and who
also act in an advisory capacity to the Commanding Officer with reference to
pertinent and current Inspection Manuals, War Department, AAF, and Post
Regulations and Directives.

9. TREASURER.

Cadet Mless.

Approximately 2500 cadets have been served throughout the year in the Mess
Hall. Seating arrangements were too crowded for satisfactory service.

1100 cadets and camp personnel were served by the Cadet Mess at Popolopen
Camp during the summer of 1943 and hot meals were served cadets of the
Fourth Class in the field during: their preliminary training period.

Exhaustive analyses of costs of operation of the Cadet Mess were made dur-
ing the year and a policy was established whereby the cost of the mess to cadets
will not exceed the amount of the ration allowances. The amount charged
cadets sick in hospital for mess was correspondingly reduced from $1.00 per
day, the amount formerly authorized, to $.85 per day, the current value of the
cadet ration allowance.

In spite of numerous restrictions and shortage of labor due to war conditions,
the Cadet Mess met every demand placed upon it.

Cadet Laundry.
Just prior to the beginning of the Fiscal Year, an officer with practical laundry

operating experience was detailed as Officer in Charge of the Cadet Laundry.
Under his direction the Laundry was reorganized; unsatisfactory conditions
experienced during the previous year were overcome; the Laundry was placed
on a profitable basis; and laundry charges were reduced. Laundry service has
been adequate and satisfactory.

Cadet Dry Cleaning Plant.
The amount of work processed at the Cadet Dry Cleaning Plant has shown

a considerable increase during: the year. Service has been satisfactory, but more
space is urgently needed for efficient operation. Steps are being taken to pro-
vide increased floor space for this activity.

Cadet Barber Shop.
The Cadet Barber Shop provided barber service for cadets in cadet barracks,

at Popolopen Camp, and for Air Cadets while undergoing flying instruction at
Stewart Field.

Cadet Store.
The Cadet Store has successfully adapted itself to war conditions. It has sub-

stantially reduced the time required for issue of initial equipment and supplies
to cadets of incoming classes, thus adding appreciably to the time available for
basic training.

U. S. Hotel Thayer.
:Rehabilitation of the hotel property was completed during the year and it is

now in first class condition as contemplated when taken over by the Government.



25

Moderate rates for rooms, meals and other services have been established, and
the hotel is now fulfilling the need for suitable accommodations for the relatives
and friends of cadets and officers stationed on the Post.

General.
The finances of the Treasurer have become stabilized and the amount of work-

ing capital available dturing the current year has been adequate without recourse
to loans fromn commercial banks. All official, semi-official and fiduciary funds
have been wholly secured in accordance with the provisions of the Act of 11. June
1.942 by the deposit of U. S. Treasury Bonds with the Treasury Department by
all depositaries.

10. TH~E LIBRA1RY.

During the past year the library accessioned 2,604 books and bound volumes
of periodicals, bringing the total to 120,338 on hand as of 30 June 1944. The
circulation increased from 29,601 the previous year to 41,796.

A plan has been worked out with the Stewart Field Librarian whereby the
personnel of that Post can avail themselves of the resources of this Library.

A special selection of a thousand books of general and military interest, chosen
from recent accessions, was sent to Camp Popolopen for the use of the cadets.
Members of the staff of this Library made weekly visits there to keep the collec-
tion in order and provide additional volumes. This arrangement is very promis-
ing as a means of supplementing the limited time available for outside reading
during the academic year, and will be continued.

MSuch of the increased circulation was due to the greater use of the Library
made by the Department of Eng~lish and the Department of Economics, G~overn-
ment and History in assigning research topics to cadets.

The presence of instructors from other institutions has lead to a larger use of
the Library by members of the academic departments--not only for depart-
mental work but also for the preparation of theses and papers for publication.

The history of West Point, now in preparation by a member of the library staff,
will soon be completed. It should prove of great value to the Academy for ref-
erence as well as of interest to readers. An important byproduct of its prepara-
tion has been the discovery of new original sources and the improved accessibility
of the manuscript collection.

Assistance has been extended to several historians and biographers who have
visited the Library and material has been furnished to others who have made
their requests by mail.

The volume and variety of inquiries directed to the Library continues large.
Aside from the tremendous number coming from cadets there is a flood of them
from all over the country. In this respect the service of thie Library is nation-
wide. A considerable amount of research work is constantly in progress in order
to furnish facts and data required by the various offices and departments of the
Academy.

The efficient work of the library staff continues to emphasize the wisdom of
the decision, which was made some years ago, to employ qualified civilian li-
brarians rather than enlisted men.



11. REAL ESTATE PROJECTS.

At West Point, 15 tracts containing 691 acres were acquired during the fiscal
year ended 30 June 1944. These acquisitions brought the cumulative total of
lands acquired under the peacetime project, authorized by Act of Congress ap-
proved 3 March 1931, to 163 tracts containing 10,520 acres. Additionally, under
War Department authority dated 13 April 1944, possession was obtained of 7
tracts containing 1,270 acres on 31 May 1944, in time for the summer training
of the Corps of Cadets. On 30 June 1944, a directive was issued for the reloca-
tion of the West Shore Railroad at Target Hill, which will make available an
additional area of about 34 acres. The total area now available at West Point
is 15,085 acres, or 23.57 square miles.

At Stewart Field, 17 tracts containing 396 acres were acquired during the fiscal
year ended 30 June 1944, increasing the total holdings to 45 tracts containing
1,674 acres acquired in fee at a cost of $249,561.00. Also, there was acquired
during the fiscal year a drainage ditch easement over 1 tract of 0.344 acre.

At Montgomery Auxiliary Field, there were acquired, during the fiscal year
ended 30 June 1944, avig~ation easements for the free and unobstructed passage
of aircraft across the air space above 3 tracts containing 119 acres, at a cost of
$2,450.00. Also, permits were obtained during the fiscal year for the removal of
flight hazards from 22 tracts surrounding: the field, at a cost of $7,945.00. The
field itself consists of 4 tracts containing 349 acres previously acquired in fee at
a cost of $63,050.00.

At Wallkill Auxiliary Field, there were acquired, during the fiscal year ended
30 June 1944, avigation easements for the free and unobstructed passage of air-.
craft across the air space above 2 tracts containing 311 acres, at a cost of
$1,200.00. Also, permits were obtained during the fiscal year for the removal of
flight hazards from 16 tracts surrounding the field, at a cost of $4,210.00. The
field itself consists of 9 tracts containing 628 acres previously acquired in fee,
plus an easement over 8 acres, at an aggregate cost of $89,100.00 for the land
and easement.

At New Hackensack Auxiliary Field, 9 tracts containing 333 acres were ac-
quired during the fiscal year ended 30 June 1944. These acquisitions brought
the cumulative total of lands acquired in fee at this field to 14 tracts containing
495 acres. Also, there were obtained during the fiscal year an obstruction light
easement over 0.011 acre at a cost of $250.00, and permits for an obstruction
light affecting 2 other tracts containing 0.033 acre, at no cost to the Government.
Additionally, during the fiscal year, permits were obtained for the removal of
flight hazards from 23 tracts surrounding the field, at a cost of $10,775.00, and
authority was requested for the acquisition of a permanent easement for an
access road over 1 tract containing 0.2 acre, at an estimated cost of $400.00.

12. STRENGTH REPORT.

As of 1 June 1944, the strength of the U. S. CI. C. was as follows:
1st Class . 477
3rd Class.,885
4th Class . ·. 1088

2450
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OFFICERS
With reference to the commissioned personnel of this command, it is recorded

that in the carrying out of War, Department policy, I have continued the prac-
tice of releasing as many Regular Army officers as possible for active field duty,
wherever their release could be effe~cted without serious detriment to the mission
of the Military Academy. As in the previous war-time years the positions held
by Regular Army officers released have been filled with qualified retired officers,
reserve officers, officers for limited service, National Guard officers, and o~fficers
from the Army of the United States. A progressive recapitulation follows:

West Point--On 1 January 1942, 87%i/ of the 274 officers on duty at the
Military Academy were Regular officers. On 30 June 1942, 50%J of the 330
officers on duty at the Military Academy were Regular officers. On 30 June
1943, 34%0 of the 349 officers on duty at West Point were officers of the Regular
establishment. On 30 June 1944, 30% of the 364 officers then on duty at West
Point were Regular Army officers.

Stewart Field--On 1 January 1942, Stewart Field had not been activated and
there were but 13 Air Corps officers stationed at West Point. On 30 June 1942,
39 officers were stationed at Stewart Field, of whom 13 (33.3%) were Regular
Army officers. On 30 June 1943, 157 officers were assigned to Stewart Field,
of whom 10 (6.4%) were Regular officers. On 30 June 1944, there was a total
of 234 officers on duty at the Field, of whom but 3 (1.2%~) were Regular officers.

ENLISTED PERSONNEL
West Poinzt--Records show that on 1 January 1942, 1578 enlisted men were

stationed at West Point; on 30 June 1942, 1662; on 30 June 1943, 1929, and on
30 June 1944 a total of 2317.

Stewoart Fielcd-On 1 January 1942, Stewart Field had not been activated and
there were 54 Air Corps enlisted men on duty at West Point. On 30 June 1942,
there were 149 enlisted men on duty at Stewart Field. On 30 June 1943, the
enlisted strength of Stewart Field was 1501, and on 30 June 1944 it was 1655,
exclusive of personnel attached for temporary duty at the Field.

As to the enlisted strength of this command, the foregoing totals include
many men overage for general service or otherwise classified for limited service
only. These totals also include replacements, principally from overseas, and
men on transfer lists awaiting assignment to duty~ in the field. As to personnel
on duty at- Stewart Field, the enlisted strength for 1943 and 1944 includes a
substantial number of enlisted women, members of the Women's Army Corps.
Consistent with requirements. for the practical training of cadets, the policy
of releasing as many able-bodied men as possible for duty in the field is being
carried out at the Military Academy.

CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES
West Point--On 1 January 1942, 888 civilians were employed at the Military

Academy; on 30 June 1942, 1269; on 30 June 1943. 1490; and on 30 June 1944
a total of 1222, or 18%l less than the total number employed in 1943.

Stewart Field-There were no government employees at the sub-post of Stew-
art Field on 1. January 1942 or on 30 J~une of that year.. On 30 June 1943 there
were~ 632 civilian employees at the Field and on 30 June 1944 a total of 600.



There is in effect a continuing policy for the holding at a minimum level the
number of civilians essential to the operation, maintenance and administration
of the Military Academy, and of the Basic-Advanced Flying School at Stewart
Field. The conservation of manpower, both cf~vil and military, is at all times
a primary consideration.

13. DISTINGUISHED VISITORS.

Distinguished United States visitors, in chronological order, to the Military
Academy were: Honorable Leverett Saltonstall, Governor of Massachusetts,
20-21 November 1943; the following members of the House Board of Visitors:
Honorable J. Buell Snydler, Honorable D. Lane Powers, and Honorable Albert
J. Engle, 8 May 1944; the following members of the Senate Board of ·Visitors:
Honorable Harley M. Kilgore, Honorable Chapman Revercomb, and Honorable
George A. Wilson, 26-27 May 1944; Honorable J. E. Sheridan, House of Repre-
sentatives, Major General R. M. Danford, Major General H. C. Ingles and
MI~ajor General James G. Harbord, 6 June 1944.

Distinguished foreign visitors, in chronological order, included: Air Com-
modore A. C. H. Sharp, R. A. F., Deputy Chief of Staff, 8th Air Force, and party,
18 August 1943; His Excellency Major General Eurico Gaspar Dutra, Minister
of War of Brazil, and party, 15 September 1943; Colonel L. Wansbrough-Jones,
British Army Staff, 17-18 September 1943; Brigadier General Vasquez Bena-
vides, Superintendent Peruvian Military Academy, and party, 1-9 November
1943; Honorable Sir Frederick C. Bovenschen, British Government, Under Sec-
retary of State for War, 15 January 1944; Colonel Wralton Ojeda, Commandant,
Cavalry School in Chile, and party, 4-5 February 1944; Brigadier F. A. V.
Copland-Griffiths, British Army, 21-23 February 1944; Major General Phillips
and Major General Butler, British Army, and party, 24 March 1944; His Ex-
cellency General Alberto Romero, Ecuadorean M~linister of National Defense,
and party, 20 April 1944; Major General A. M. B. de Saint Didier, Chief of the
French Military Mission, and party, 12 May 1944; Doctor H. L. Guy, member
British Air Commission, and party, 29 May 1944; Brigadier General Milton de
F. Almeida, Brazilian Army, and party, 30 May 1944.

1_4. GRAlDUATION EXERCISES.

The graduation exercises for the Class of June 1944 were held on Tuesday,
6 June 1944, in the Field House. Lieutenant General Brehon B. Somervell,
Commanding General, Army Service Forces, delivered the address and pre-
sented the diplomas to 474 graduates and commissions to 472 graduates. At a
special ceremony held at Battle Monument, Major General R. W. Harper, Asst.
Chief of the Air Staff, Training, addressed 171 cadets being commissioned in
the Air Corps who received their pilot diplomas and "wings".

1 mdc. Major General,
Annex "A"--Physical Training Superinztendent.

Curriculum-U. S. MJ. A.
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