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Anxvar REeunion, June 12, 1882.

MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING.

WEest Point, N. Y., Sune 12, 1882,

The Association met in the Chapel of the United States
Military Academy at 3 o’clock, P. M., and was called to order by
General George W. Cullum, Chairman of the Executive Com-

mittee.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. W. M. Postlethwaite, Chaplain

of the Military Academy.

The roll was then called by the Secretary.

"ROLL OF MEMBERS.

Thosepresent are indicated by a *, and those deceased in izalics.

CLASS. .
1808 Sylvanus - Thayer.
1814  Charles S. Merchant.

[ Szrzon Willard.

| Fames Monyoe.
1815 Thomas 5. Leslie.

L Charles Davies.

Horace Webster,
1818 < fHarvey Brown.
Hartman Bache.

( Edward D. Mansfield.
Henry Brewerion.
1819 { Henry A. Thompson.
9 | Josuua BAKER.
| *DANIEL TYLER.
| William H. Swift,

1820  Rawlins Lowndes.
1821 Seth M. Capron.
( WirLriam C. Youna.
1872)| Daviad H. Vintosn.
%1 Isaac R TRIMBLE.
\ Benjamin H. Wright.
182 ALFRED MORDECAL
231 *GEORGE S. GREENE,

CLASS.

182 (
1
(

1824+ 4

1825

1826

1827

1828

HanxiBaL Dav.
George H. Crosmann,
EpMUND B. ALEXANDER.

Dennzs H. Makan.
Lobert P, Parrvoll.

Joun K. FIxDLAY,

L*JOHN M. FESSENDEN.

WASHINGTON SEAWELL.
N. SAYRE HARRIS.

([ Wu. H. C. BARTWELL.

V' Samuel P. Heintzelman,

AUG'ST'S J. PLEASANTON.

| Edwin B, Babbitt,
Nathaniel C, Macrae.
Silas Casey.

Alexander F. Center.
NATHANIEL J. EATON.
| Abraram Van Buren,

( Alberi E. Church,

V' Rickard C. Zilghman.
YV Gustave S. Rousseau,
[ CraFrs J. WRIGHT.

|
L
( ERENEZER S. SIBLEY.
|
J
1
I
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CLASS,

( #CaTH. P. BUCKINGHAM.
*JOSEPH SMITH BRYCE.
SIDNEY BURBAXK.
WiLLiaM HOFFMAN.
*THOMAS SWORDS.
*ALBEMARLE CADY.
TromaSs A, DAVIES.
Caled C. Sibley.
James CLARK.
George R. F. Bowdoin.
*BENJAMIN W. BRICE.

L

g Francis Vinton.

1830 X Thomas L. Alexander.

l George W. Fatlen.
Henry E. Prentiss.
WiLLiaM A. NORTON,
Jacos AMMEN.

{ ANDREW A. HUMPHRIES.
WiLLiaMm H. EMORY.
WiLLIAM CHAPMAN.
CHARLES WHITTLESEY.

BenjaMIN S. EWELL. .
*GEORGE W. Cass.
Erasmus D. KEYES.
Joun N. MacoMs.
WARD B. BURNETT.
James H. S1MpsSox.
Alfred Brush.
RANDOLPH B. MARrcy.
ALBERT G. EDWARDS.

—

Fohn G. Rarnard.
*GEORGE W. CULLUM.
Rufus King.
Fraxcis H. SMITH.
William H. Sidell.
HENRY WALLER.
HENRY DU PONT.
BENJAMIN ALVORD,
Hexry W. WESSELLS.
HeNryY L. ScotT.

THomas A. MoORRIS.

*GEORGE W. MORELL.
HorackE BROOKS.

*HexrRy L. KENDRICK.
Alexander S. Macomb.

5 { HEeNRY PRINCE.

Isaac V. D. REEVE.
MaRSENA R. PATRICK.
*I'HoMAS B. ARDEN.
{ WiLriaM N. GRIER.

CLASS.

1836 J

1837

1838

1839

1840

1841

1842

[ *JosEPH R. ANDERSON.
*MARLB'GH CHURCHILL,
. James L. DONALDSON.
Thomas W. Sherman.
Alexander P. Crittenden.
PETER V. HAGNER.
GEORGE C. THOMAS.
qrthur B. Lansing.

[ HENRY W. BENHAM.
JoHN BRATT.
*IsSRAEL VOGDES,

! EpWARD D. TOWNSEND.

BenxerT H. HILL.
JosHuA H. BATES.
RoBeRT M. McLANE.

JouN T. METCALFE.
WiILLIAM B. BLAIR.
Wrelliam F. Barry.

4 -LAnGDON C. FASTON,

‘ IrvIN McDowELL,
Witliam: 3. Hardee.
[ *HaMIiLTON W. MERRILL.

GEORGE THOM.
Lucius H. ALLEN.
L James B. RICRETTS.
(

THOMAS HUNTON.

Charles P. Kingsbury.
*WILLIAM T. SHERMAN.
STEWART VAN VLIET.

GEORGE W, GETTY.

George H. 1homas.

PINCKNEY LUGENBEEL.
*QLIVER L. SHEPHERD.

ZEALOUS B. TOWER.
‘Fohn Love.

HARVEY A. ALLEN.
SEWALL L. FREMONT.

i
J
Vo Stmon S. Fahnestock.

RIcHARD P, HAMMOND.
JouN M. BRANNAN.
FraxkLin F. Frint.

JoHN NEWTON.

WILLIAM S. ROSECRANS.
TuroDORE T. 5. LAIDLEY,
Fames G, Benlon.

Jou~N HILLHOUSE.
ABNER DOUBLEDAY.

' JouN S. MCCALMONT.
George Sykes.

EuGeNE E. McLEAN.
Charles T. Baker.
SAMUEL B HAYMAN,
JaMES LONGSTREET.




CLASS.

1843 4

1844 J

1845 4

1846

1847 -

1848
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WiLLiaAM B. FRANKLIN.
GEORGE DESHON.
WiLLiAM F. RAYNOLDS.
Fohn F. Peck.

JoserH J. REYNOLDS.
CHRISTOPHER C.. AUGER.
ULYSSES S. GRANT.
CHARLES S. HAMILTON.
Rurus INGALLS.

Cave 7, Couls.

WiLriam G, PECK.
DaNIEL M. FROST.
Samuel Gill.

ALFRED PLEASANTON.
WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.

TroMmAs ]. Woob.
CHARLES P. STONE,
F1rz-JouN PORTER.
HENRY COPPEE.
Francis CoLLINS.
GEORGE P, ANDREWS.
DeLOS B. SACKETT.
Henry B. Crirz.
THoMAS G. PITCHER.

GEORGE B. McCLELLAN.
Fohn G. Foster.

Epm. L. F. HARDCASTLE,
Francts T. BrRyan.
Epwarp C. BoYNTON,
CHARLES C. GILBERT,
James OAKES.

InNIS N. PALMER.
PArRMENAS T. TURNLEY.
GEORGE H. GorboN.

Dr LANCEY FLOYD-JONES.
SAMUEL B. MAXEY.

JosEPH J. WooDbs.
JULIAN MCALLISTER.
*D. T. VAN BUREN.
ORLANDO B, WILLCOX.
Horario G. GiBson.
Ambrose E. Burnside.
Jou~N GiBBON.
ROMEYN B. AYRES.
TroMAS H. NEILL,
WiLLiaM W, BURNS.
*EGBERT L. VIELE.

WILLIAM P. TROWBRIDGE.

ROBERT S. WILLIAMSON.
Nathanie! Mickhler.
RicHARD I. DODGE.
WiLLiam N. R, BEALL.
Tromas D. Jonxs.

.CLASS.

1849 {

J 1850 -

1851

1852

1353

L
(
|
1854;1
lL

QUINCY A. GILLMORE.
JorN A. PARKE.
Mirron COGSWELL.
CHAUNCEY McKEEVER.
RUFUS SAXTON. )
Epwarp McK. Hupson.
*BEVERLY H. ROBERTSON.
SAMUEL B. HOLABIRD.
Fames P. Roy.

FrREDERICK E. PRIME.
GOUVERN'R K. WARREN.
S1r.as CRISPIN.
Oscar A. Mack.
RoOBERT RaNSOM.
“*EUGENE A. CARR.
Francis H. BaTEs.
Zetus S. Zearle.

*GEORGE L. ANDREWS.
ALEXANDER PIPER.

*CAaLEB HUSE.

1 ALEXANDER J. PERRY,

*Wirriam H. MORRIS.

*ROBERT E. PATTERSON.

[ *WiLLiaM D. WHIPPLE,

Tuaomas L. CASEY.
George W. Rose.
Henxry W. SLocum.
JaMES W. ROBINSON,
MiLo S. HascALL,
JouN MULLAN.
Zylvester Mowry.
MaRrsHALL T. PoLk.
ALEx. McD. McCook.
WiLLiam MYERS.
*Joun P. HAWKINS.

Wirriam P. CRAIGHILL.
WiLLiaM S. SMITH.
Joun M. SCHOFIELD.
‘THoMAS M. VINCENT.
Henry C. SyMoONDS.
GEORGE BELL.

Lowuis . Pelouze.

i LaRmETT L. LIVINGSTON.
l Robert O, Tyler

Puirip H. SHERIDAN.
ALEXANDER CHAMBERS.
WiLLiaM CRAIG.

G. W. CusTtis LeE.
HENRY . ABBOT.
THomMAS H. RUGER,
*OLIVER O. HOWARD.
JupsoN D. BINGHAM.
MIicHAEL R MORGAN.
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CLASS.

OrL1vER D. GREEXE,

1854 i George A. Gordon.

{ *CHARLES G. SAWTELLE.

[ Cvrus B. CoMSTOCK,
*GEORGE H. ELLIOT.
*JuN1Us B. WHEELER.
Fokn V. DubBots,
ALEXANDER S. WEBB.
JouN W, TURNER.
LEwis MERRILL.
Alfred 1. A. Torbert.
*WiLriaMm B. Hazen.
| *HeENrY M. LAZELLE,

1855 |

Davip C. HousTox.
HEeRBERT A. HAscALL,
Francis L. Vinton,
Lorenzo Lovain.
*JEREMIAH H. GILMAN.
GEORGE JACKSON.
WiLLiam B. HUGHES.
Fohn McL. Hilat.

E. PORTER ALEXANDER.
MANNING M. KIMMEL.
JoHN 5. MARMADUKE.
Josepu S. CoNraD.
ROBERT H. ANDERSON.

Wi, 7. L. Nicodemus.

{ *MoseEs H. WRIGHT.

’ *FRrancis L. GUENTHER.
1

|

1856

MARTIN D. HARDIN,
FraNCIS J. CRILLY.
CaLEs H. CArRLTON.
JosEPH WHEELER.

| Jomx J. UrHAM.

{ WALTER McFARLAND.
*HORACE PORTER.
James H. WILSON,

ALANSON M. RANDOL.
Joun M., WILSON.
EpwarD R. HopkiINs.
JaMES P. MARTIN.
SAMUEL T. CUSHING.
| RoserT H. HALL.

1860

HeNRY DuPONT.
OrvILLE E. BABCOCK.
ADEL. R. BUFFINGTON.
Emory Uplon.

NaTH. R. CHAMBLISS.
SamueL N. BENJAMIN.
JouN W. BARLOW.
FRANKLIN HARWOOD.

1861
’ May 3

JAMES M. WHITTEMORE.

CLASS.

1861
May

1861

June

1862

1863

1864

1865

—t— e —

GEORGE W. DRESSER.
CHARLES McK. LEOSER.
HeNRrRY C. HASBROUCK.
Francis A. DAvVIES,
EUGENE B. BEAUMONT.
CHARLES H. GIBSON.

WiLLiAM H. HARRIS,
ALFRED MORDECAL
Charles C. Parsons.
LAWRENCE S. BABBITT.
Foseph C. Audenvied.
PHI1LIP H. REMINGTON,
JAMES P. DROUILLARD.

*GEORGE L. GILLESPIE.
SAMUEL M. MANSFIELD.

*MORRIS SCHAFF.
Frank B, HAMILTON.
JamEs H. ROLLINS.
James H. Lorbp.

*PETER S. MICHIE.
JonN R. McGINNESS.
*GEORGE W. McKEE.
FrANK H. PHIPPS.
JaMEs W. REILLY.
WirLLiaM S BEEBE.
Joun G. BUTLER.
RoBerT CATLIN.
CHARLES H. LESTER.
JamEes M. J. SANNO.
James R, REID.

GARRETT J. LYDECKER.
Oswarp H. ErnsT.
Charles B. Fhillips.
CHARLES J. ALLEN.
Epwarp D, WHEELER.

CHARLES W. RAYMOND.
A. MacomB MILLER.
Davip W. PAYNE.
Tuomas H. HANDBURY.
James C. Post.
ALFRED E. BATES.
JoHN P. STORY.
J. HArRRISON HALL.
*APPLETON D. PALMER.
‘WM. H. MCLAUGHLIN.
Edward H. Totten.
JaMES M. MARSHALL.
WILLIAM S. STARRING.
EDpwARD HUNTER.
*SAMUEL M. MILLs.
Epcar C. BowEN.
WiLLiam D. O'TooLE.
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CLASS.

( ArRcHIBALD H. GOODLOE.
1863 % Cass DURHAM.
RoBERT B, WADE.
| P. ELMENDORF SLOAN.

*JAMES O'HaRraA.
Richard C. Churchill.
CHARLES KING.
1866 4 Isaac T. WEBSTER.

| Wirriam H. UpaaM.
*ELBRIDGE R. HiLLs.
*Francis L. HiLLs.
Jon~ F. STRETCH.

Joun C. MALLERY.
*CLINTON B. SEARS.
*WiLLiaM E. ROGERS.

FREDERICK A. MAHAN,

FREDERICK A, HINMAN.

William F. Reynolds.

CrosBY P. MILLER.
1867 THomas H. BARBER.

l‘ugeNE P. MURPHY.

Epwin S. CurTis.

GEORGE A. GARRETSON.
*LEANDER T. HowEs.

STANISLAUS REMAK.
*EDWARD S. GODFREY.
{ WiLLiam J. RoE.

Engar W. Bass.
Joserpr H. WILLARD.
HENRY METCALFE,
ROBERT FLETCHER.
Davip D. JoHNSON:

y  EuGenE O. FECHET.
Pawul Dallerven.
CHARLES W. WHIPPLE.

*DaAviDp S. DENNISON.

1868 4 *ALEXANDER L. MORTON.

WILLIAM ]. VOLKMAR.

James H. Jongs.

WiriiaMm C. FORBUSH.

Joun D. C. HoskIas.

Frank W, RUSSELL.

i THOMAS ]. MARCH.
*LoYALL FARRAGUT.

CHARLES F. ROE.

| DELANCEY A. KANE.

[ LeEoNarRD G. HUN.
l *SAMUEL E, TILLMAN.
PrIiLir M. PrICE.
1869 { DanieL M. TAYLOR.
l WiLriam P. DUvVALL.
RemeEMB. H. LINDSEY.
| *CHARLES BRADEN.

CLASS.
1869 { Wirriam F, SMITH.

WILLIAM GERHARD.

( Francis V. GREENE.
WINFIELD S. CHAPLIN,
EDpwARD G. STEVENS.
EpGar S. DUDLEY.
CLARENCE A. POSTLEY.
Breny. H. RANDOLPH.
RicHARD A. WILLIAMS.

*CHARLES W. LARNED,
Epmunp M, CoBB.
SaMUEL W. FOUNTAIN.
ROBERT E. COXE.

*DEXTER W. PARKER.
Benjamin H. Hodgson.
SEBREE SMITH.

Isartan H. McDoNALD.

*RoOBERT N, PRICE.

1870

ANDREW H. RUSSELL.
GEORGE S. ANDERSON.
*GEORGE E. BAacon.
THoS. M. WOODRUFF.
*JaMES N, ALLISON.
JaMES B. HICKEY.

ROGERS BIRNIE,
*STANHOPE E. BLUNT.
CHARLES D. PARKHURST.
Jacos R. RIBLETT.
*THOMAS C. WOODBURY.
WiLLiAM B. WETMORE.
THoMAs B. NICHOLS.
*HERBERT E. TUTHERLY,
WirLriam H. H. JaAMES.
*HENRY H. LANDON.

*Avucustus C. TYLER.
*SAMUEL N. HOoLMES.
Quincy O'M. GILLMORE.

{ RUSSELL THAYER.
{

1871

1872 4

1873

GEORGE R. CECIL.
WiILL1s WITTICH.

*JoHN R. WILLIAMS.

1874

| *ALEXANDER R. Bacon.
1876 { *HENRY H. LubLOW.
| LeEONARD A. LOVERING.
[ CHARLES L. HAMMOND.
[’ JouN J. HADEN.
1877 *HENRY J. GOLDMAN.
77 *JouN BIGELOW, JR.
Benl. Builer.
*JamEes L. Lusk.

FREDERICK V. ABBOT.
*CHARLES R, NOYES.

1878
1879
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CLASS. CLASS.
( CHARLESS. BURT. 1881 EDwIN ST. ]. GREBLE
GEORGE H. MORGAN. J. GresLe.
1880 { JaMEsS S. ROGERS. ORrRMOND M. LISSAK.
Francis J. A. DARR. 1882 CHARLES P. ELLIOTT.

[ CuARLES B. VOGDES. | ‘CHARLES ]. STEVENS.

NoTe,—There are 472 members upon the roll ; of these 75 were present, and 82 had died.

General Daniel Tyler, Class of 1819, was called upon to'pre-
side, and was conducted to the chair by General George 5.
Greene, of the Class of 1823, and Judge J. K. Findlay, of the Class
of 1824.

General Tyler omitted the usual address given by the Presid-
ing Officer, but welcomed the Graduates present in a few remarks
appropriate to the occasion, making mention of some of the
deceased Graduates of the past year.

He then presented Judge John K. Findlay, Class of 1324,
who related a number of incidents connected with his cadet days.



Necrology.

The Secretary then read the Necrology of Graduates for the
year ending June 12, 1382,

CHARLES B. PHILLIPS.
No. 2028.  Crass oF 1864.
Died June 14, 1881, at Norfolk, Va., aged 41.

CapTAaIN CHARLES BLANCHARD PHILLIPS was born in Marsh-
field, Mass., February 17, 1341.

From the General Order published by the Chief of Engineers
U. S. Army, announcing the death of Captain Phillips to the
brother officers of his corps, the following is quoted :

“ Captain Phillips was graduated from the Military Academy
on the 13th of June, 1864, when he was promoted to the rank of
First Lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers, and immediately
entered upon duty in the Army of the Potomac in the late civil
war. He was actively engaged in the field until the end of the
war, receiving, on the oth of April, 18635, the brevet rank of
Captain for ‘faithful and meritorious services during the opera-
tions resulting in the fall of Richmond, Va., and the surrender of
the insurgent army under General R. E. Lee” He was promoted
to be Captain, Corps of Engincers, March 7, 1867.

“ Since the war, Captain Phillips has served at the Engineer
School of Application at Willet's Point, New York Harbor; on
Engineer Recruiting Service, as Assistant Engineer on the defenses
of Hampton Roads, Va.; as Engineer Officer on the Staff of the
General Commanding the Department of the Missouri; as Assist-
ant Engineer in the Improvement of Rivers and Harbors in
Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, and the defenses of
Baltimore and Washington; and as a member of a commission
advisory to the Harbor Commissioners of Norfolk and Ports-
mouth.
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“When he was forced, a few weeks since, by rapidly failing
health, to apply for a leave of absence from duty, he had been
for nearly three years Superintending Engineer in charge of
important works of river and harbor improvements in Virginia,
North Carolina, and South Carolina, which he had carried on
with marked intelligence and skill; and he was also Advisory
Engineer to the National Board of Health, in the establishment of
a national quarantine station in Hampton Roads.

“ By the death of Captain Phillips the Corps of Engineers has
lost a most deserving and efficient officer ; always faithful in his
devotion to duty, and highly regarded by those who knew him
well.”

Captain Phillips belonged to a family one of the oldest in
Massachusetts, being a direct descendant from Peregrine White.
His remains were taken to his early home in Marshfield and
buried in the family tomb.

Knowing him well, appreciating his abilities, and loving his
friendship, we mourn his loss.

(W. S. S)

" EDWARD G. BECKWITH.
No. 1123. Crass or 1842.

Died June 22, 1881, at Clifton Springs, N. Y., aged 63 years.

Epwarp G. BeckwiTH, Major and Brevet Brig.-General,
was the son of Judge Barak Beckwith, of Cazenovia, New York.
He was graduated at the Military Academy at West Point, and
assigned. to the Third Artillery at Savannah, Ga. Among his
classmates who held high positions and participated in defense of
the Union were Henry L. Eustis, John Newton, William S. Rose-
crans, Barton S. Alexander, John Pope, Seth Williams, Abner
Doubleday, Napoleon J.T. Dana, George Sykes, and S. B. Hay-
man. Among those who distinguished themselves on the Con-
federate side were George W. Rains, G. W. Smith, Mansfield
Lovell, A. P. Stewart, D. H. Hill, R. H. Anderson, Lafayette
Mclaws, Earl Van Dorn, and James Longstreet.
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In September, 1843, he accompanied part of his regiment to
Mexico, and was stationed in Tampico. Colonel Gates, of the
Third Artillery, who commanded that department, selected young
Beckwith as his Assistant Adjutant-General, which was a high
compliment to his ability and military knowledge. As, however,
this service was of rather a passive character, Lieutenant Beck-
with applied to General Scott for permission to join his company
in the field,—a request that, to his great annoyance, was refused.
In July, 1847, he had the yellow fever ; and although he survived
the violence of the attack, his health was broken, and he was
sent home to recuperate. Unfortunately, in his desire to rejoin
his comrades at the front, he returned too soon. This brought
on an attack of pleurisy, from which he never entirely recovered.
He went to Mexico a man of powerful physique, and left it a
wreck. :

Having been recommended to make a trip to California across
the plains for the benefit of his health, he joined Lieutenant
Thorne, who had command of an escort designated to accompany
the civil officers of that territory to their destination. Lieuten-
ant Thorne was drowned on the way, and Lieutenant Beckwith
assumed command of the detachment, and conducted it through
hostile tribes to San Francisco, receiving the thanks of the
Department Commander for his skill and courage in executing
this duty, and in defeating the Apaches who beset him on the
way.

In June, 1850, soon after his return, he married Miss Cor-
nelia Williamson, of Savannah, Georgia.

After serving a detail on the recruiting service, he rejoined
his regiment, and remained with it until May, 1853, when he was
ordered by the War Department to assist Captain Gunnison, of
the United States Engineers, in making a reconnaissance to
ascertain the best route for the Pacific Railroad. Captain
Gunnison was killed by the Indians, and Lieutenant Beckwith
completed the survey. The locomotive now passes over this
route on its peaceful mission, and few remember the difficulties
and dangers attending these first explorations. As all the money
for the expedition was deposited in Captain Gunnison’s name,
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Lieutenant Beckwith found himself embarrassed for 'funds; but
our present Commander-in-chief, General Sherman, who was then
a banker in California, advanced him all the money he needed.

In 1833, Congress having added several new regiments to
the army, the Secretary of War sent for Lieutenant Beckwith and
tendered him a captaincy in one of them, with the complimen-
tary statement that he had fully earned it by his past record.
Lieutenant Beckwith, at this time, however, was suffering from
severe hemorrhages of the throat, and could not, therefore,
accept the proffered promotion, as he was not in a condition for
active service, and an Indian war was impending. '

In 1857, 1858, and 1859, he was assigned to duty in Kansas
and Nebraska. In June, 1859, he was prostrated by a conges-
tive chill, and obliged to give up his arduous duties on the frontier.

At the commencement of the Rebellion, he was, despite his ill
health, appointed to duty, at his own request, with Patterson's
column, then operating in the Shenandoah Valley. He was
appointed Chief Commissary, and held the same position under
General Banks, receiving the special thanks of the latter for his
services at the battle of Winchester.

When the Army of Virginia was organized in 1862, Captain
Beckwith was appointed Chief Commissary and aid to General -
Pope, with the rank of Colonel. - He was present in that capacity
at the battles of Cedar Mountain, the second Bull Run, and Chan-
tilly, and was again commended by his chief for the gallant and
efficient way in which his duties had been performed.

In the fall of 1862 he aided General Banks in fitting out his
expedition to Louisiana, and accompanied it as Chief Commissary
of the Department of the Gulf. He discharged this duty not only
under General Banks, but subsequently under Generals Hurlburt
and Canby. He was also Provost-Marshal of that department,
and from August 25, 1863, to June 16, 1864, was Commandant
of New Orleans and its defenses; more than a division of troops
stationed from Texas to the Mississippi and from the Gulf of
Mexico to Donaldsonville having been placed under his orders.
In this service he was again complimented in orders by his
Department Commander.
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Owing to high reputation for carefulness and. ability the
Commissary-General of the Army requested that he be assigned
to his office for the purpose of settling disputed claims,—a labor
requiring great intelligence, sound judgment, and strict integrity.
He remained there until March, 187¢, when he was retired on
account of ill health. He died on the 22d of June, 1881, at Clif-
ton Springs, N. Y., from an affection of the lungs.

His genial disposition and exemplary life will always endear
his memory to his comrades and to citizens who were brought
into familiar relations with him.

He leaves a widow and two daughters to mourn his loss.

(Abner Doubleday, Brevet Major-General, U. S. A.)

JOHN W. DAVIDSON.
No. 1257.  CrLass oF 1845.
Died June 26, 1881, at St. Paul, Minn., aged 59 years.

The subject of this brief memoir was born in the State of
Virginia, and was the son of Captain W. B. Davidson. Captain
Davidson entered the army in 1815, and, after a term of more
than a quarter of a century, died in the' service in 1840.

The son inherited the military tastes of the father. He
was appointed a cadet at large in February, 1841, and entered
the Military Academy July 1st of that year. The writer remem-
bers the appearance of Davidson at that time well. He arrived
at West Point and reported to the Superintendent, then Major
Delafield, a day or two before the arrival of the writer, and was
the first acquaintance made by the writer among those who were to
be his classmates for four years at the Academy, and his compan-
ions in the dangers of floodand field during many years afterwards.

Rather small for his age, Davidson was well formed, neat in
dress, handsome, and possessed of more of maturity of manner
and bearing than the average youth of his age. Albeit he was
precise in manners, Davidson was genial in temperament, fond of
_convivial amusements, and a favorite with his classmates, though,
at times, somewhat testy, and ever ready to take offense. His
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academic career was in no wise different from that of the average
cadet. He was neither a hard student nor a brilliant scholar.
Heacquired with facility, and with little effort, a sufficient acquaint-
ance with the prescribed curriculum to insure his graduation,
and this satisfied his aspiration for academic honors.

After the ordinary term of four years Davidson was gradu-
ated twenty-seventh in his class of forty-one members, in 1845.
Fond of physical exertion and horseback exercise, he applied for
the mounted service, and was appointed Brevet Second Lieuten-
ant in the old First Dragoons, General S. W. Kearney’s regi-
ment, July 1, 1843.

A detailed narrative of Davidson’s service with his regiment
would be but a repetition of the picture so familiar to all the offi-
cers of the army who served on the frontier at that period. A
presentation of it here in much detail would not be usefully
instructive, nor possess the charm of novelty.

Suffice it to say, he served not only faithfully, but with dis-
tinction, from Fort Crawford, in Wisconsin, to San Pasqual, in
California. Over this wide area of territory, embracing a period
of fifteen years of very active, almost continuous, service in the
field, Davidson was in many ‘‘ passages-at-arms” with the Mexi-
cans during the Mexican War, and subsequently with the Indians.
In all these he bore himself as “wun preux chevalier” ,

Passing up from the initiatory grade of Brevet Second Lieuten-
ant through Second and First Lieutenant, Davidson was promoted
Captain First Dragoons January 20, 1355.

During the six succeeding years, from 1855 to 1861, he was
on duty with his company, and served on the plains, in New
Mexico and California. In this preparatory service, Davidson,
like many of his military brethren, was acquiring the experience,
albeit on a limited field, and developing the character, which were
to be useful to the nation and to themselves, though so little sus-
pected at the time, in the very near future.

The philosophical historian, writing the history of the Uni1TED
- StaTEs oF AMEeRIcA during the first century of the nation’s ex-
istence, will undoubtedly signalize two grand and crucial epochs
in that century of national history—z776 and 7861, The former
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date was the epoch in which the people, through their chosen
representatives, declared the birth of a new NaTION, and pledged
their fortunes, their lives, yea, more, tkerr sacred honor, to the
maintenance of the declaration made on the nation’s honored
day—the Fourth of July, 1776.

The other crucial year—1861—was to test the vital question
whether the nation possessed the power to meet and deal suc-
cessfully with the greatest of all enemies of representative gov-
ernment—domestic insurrection.

The issue of the great contest from 1861 to 1865, a contest
in which the continued existence of a great nation’s life hung
trembling in the balance, has passed- into the domain of perma-
nent history. So far as this memoir is concerned, it is sufficient
to say the nation vindicated ifs #ight and its power to live,
though seventy times seventy tried in fiery furnace.

The duty of the writer is here to clearly indicate the position
taken by his quondam classmate and long-time associate, David-
son, in the crucial year of 1861.

Though born in the State of Virginia, and brought up at
the very feet of the Gamaliel of the heretical and disintegrating
dogma of States-rights, and the consequent right of peaceful seces-
sion, Davidson, when the hour of trial came, was not a bit
deluded by political sophistry, but boldly declared his adhesion
to the Union of the States, “one and inseparable, now and for-
ever.” He said the starry banner should be his flag as long as
his life endured.

No one notborn and reared in a slave-holding State, and not
an officer of the army in 1861, can appreciate the tremendous
pressure brought to bear on the army officers of Southern birth
in the great crisis of 1861, nor appreciate the great moral resist-
ance which such officers were called to make to such pressure.
Hence the writer, one of that class, deems it a sacred duty to dis-
tinctly signalize Davidson’s action at that time. His utterance
then had no doubtful sound, no uncertain meaning. He cast in
his lot, without reservation, for the Unidn of the States as a Nation.

Davidson’s services during the war were eminently useful
and distinguished, and embrace a wide field of operations.
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With distinction, he served in “the Army of the Potomac,”
in Arkansas and Mississippi and Louisiana and Missouri; and
in January, 1866, he was mustered out of the volunteer service.

In February, 1862, he was appointed Brigadier-General of
Volunteers ; and this rank he held to the close of the war, being,
as noted above, mustered out of the volunteer service January
15, 1866.

Four brevets in the regular army, and one in the volunteer
service, attest the Government’s appreciation of Davidson'’s faith-
ful, honorable, gallant service during the war for the suppression
of the “ Great Rebellion.”

From 1866 to 1881, a continuous period of fifteen years,
Davidson was on duty on the frontier, quietly and unobtrusively
serving his country, and doing his duty, like a good soldier and a
true man.

The minute details of this service it would avail no good to
present in this memoir.

At last, onthe twenty-sixth day “ of the bright, merry month of
June,” 1881, just forty years after his entrance into the Academy,
he ceased from his labors, and went to his rest. '

Reguiescat in pace. (Classmate.)

JAMES M. LAKE HENRY.
No. 1224. Crass oF 1844.
Died July 4, 1881, at Washington, D. C,, aged 61.

James M. Lake Henry (known as James M. Henry while
a cadet) was admitted to the United States Military Academy
September 1, 1839; graduated July 1, 1844, and was promoted
to Brevet Second Lieutenant Seventh Infantry July 1, 1844 ; became
Second Lieutenant Second Infantry June 18, 1846; was trans-
ferred to the Fourth Infantry September 30, 18,8, and resigned
July 13, 1852,

He served in garrison at Pensacola, Fla., 1844—45 ; in mili-
tary occupation of Texas, 1845-46; in the war with Mexico,
1847-48; in garrison on the Lakes, 184951 ; and at Fort
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Columbus, New York, 1852, After his resignation from the
army, he was United States Assistant Examiner of Patents at
Washington, D. C,, from October 1, 1852, to April 1, 1855 ; and
Principal Examiner from April 1, 1855, to July 7, 1861. Of his
subsequent career the Association has no record, except that he
was for a time engaged in farming in Prince George County,
Maryland. The above notice is taken from Cullum’s Register.

(Secretary of the Association.)

JOHN CLIFFORD PEMBERTON.
No. g17. Crass oF 1837.
Died July 13, 1881, at Penllyn, Pa.,, aged 67 years.

Jorn CrLirForD PEMBERTON, second son of John Pemberton
and Rebecca Clifford, his wife, was born in the city of Philadel-
phia, August 10, 1814.

In early life he enjoyed every advantage which the educa-
tional facilities of the time afforded. In addition to the usual
school attendance, his father employed private tutors for his better
instruction in the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages; and to
his proficiency in these, especially in the study of Latin authors,
he owed much of the literary enjoyment of his later years

On the 18th of January, 1848, he married Martha, daughter of
William Henry Thompson, of Norfolk, Virginia, who, with their
five children, survives him. »

He was, from earliest manhood until the close of his life, a
firm believer in the doctrine of State sovereignty, and was at no
time in harmony with the advocates of a “ paternal government.”

In the spring of 1833, being then in his nineteenth year, he
conceived the idea of entering the United States Army, and, un-
assisted by any outside influence, made application by letter to
General Jackson (then President) for a cadetship at West Point.
This he received almost by return mail, the prompt reply being
probably due to the friendship which General Jackson always
entertained for his father.

2
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Entering upon his new duties July 1, 1833, he remained at
the Military Academy through the required term, graduated
July 1, 1837, twenty-seventh in a class of fifty members, and was
appointed Second Lieutenant in the Fourth Regiment of Artillery.

He served in the Florida Indian wars of 1837-350, and was
engaged in the action of Tocha Hatchee, ]anuéry 24, 1838. In
1845—46, he was with the army in the military occupation of
Texas. During the war with Mexico he held the position of
-aid-de-camp on the staff of General Worth, and participated in
the battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, the siege of Vera
Cruz, Monterey, Cerro Gordo, Cherubusco, Molino del Rey, the
storming of Chapultepec, and the assault and capture of the city .
of Mexico. He was brevetted Captain, September 23, 1846, for
“ gallantry” in the several conflicts at Monterey ; and Major, Sep-
tember 8, 1847, for “gallant and meritorious conduct” in the
battle of Molino del Rey.

May 20, 1849, the Legislature of Pennsylvania passed a
series of “resolutions” expressive of “profound” regard and
admiration for the good conduct and heroic courage displayed by
certain officers of the army, natives or citizens of Pennsylvania,
which “resolutions” were, with the following letter from their Gov-
ernor, transmitted to the officers designated by that body.

““To MaJor J. C. PEMBERTON,
“ Fourth Regiment Artillery, U. S. Ariny.

“Sir: The Legislature of Pennsylvania, appreciating the
distinguished services rendered by you in the late war with Mexico,
and desirous of commemorating, by an appropriate and enduring .
memorial, the just estimate of a grateful people of your meritori-
ous conduct and heroic courage, unanimously passed the forego-
ing resolutions with a request that they should be transmitted to
you. In complying with the desire of the Legislature, I avail
myself of the occasion to unite with that department of the Gov-

ernment in the expression of my profound admiration of the
bravery and good conduct which signalized your services in sev-
eral sanguinary battles, and which, while conferring enviable dis-
tinction on yourself, merit your country’s warmest gratitude.

“T have the honor to remain,

“Truly your friend,
“WiLriam F. JornsTON.”
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Previous to the foregoing expression of thanks, the citizens

of Philadelphia had presented to him a sword, upon which was
engraved: '

“First Lieutenant John C. Pemberton, Fourth Regiment of
Acrtillery, United States Army.

“From his fellow-citizens of Philadelphia.
“Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, and Monterey.”

During the Canadian Border disturbances, he was on duty
on the line of the frontier involved, and in 1858 took part in the
Utah expedition. From that time until 1861 he continued in the
North-west, occupied chiefly with Indian affairs and in the close
study and practice of artillery.

When the war between the States had become inevitable, he
with other officers from Fort Ridgely, Minnesota, and-a small
body of troops under his command, was ordered to report at
Washington. Immediately upon his arrival there he tendered
his resignation from the United States Army April 24, 1861;
instead of receiving an immediate acceptance, he was requested to
call upon General Winfield Scott. ’

In the interview which resulted, that officer argued the case
with him, endeavoring to persuade him to remain with the North,
assuring him at last that, if he would consent to do so, he should
at once be promoted to the rank of Colonel.

To this, Pemberton replied that his sympathies were wholly
-with the South; that he was surprisedat the proposal of General
Scott, and at the delay and trouble the authorities, contrary to all
custom, were occasioning him.

Finally, after repeated solicitation, he demanded, as his right,
that his resignation should be at once accepted, and requested
that its acceptance should be addressed to him at Richmond,
Virginia, for which city he left Washington, April 26, 1861.

Arrived in Richmond he at once offered his services to
the State of Virginia, and learned that by the advice of General
Joseph E. Johnston (who had preceded him by seventy hours)
his rank as Lieutenant-Colonel, to date from April 28, and his
assignment to duty, had been arranged.
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To him was given the responsible work of organizing the
artillery and cavalry of the State, with headquarters at Norfolk.

May 8, 1861, he was made Colonel, Provisional Army of
the State, continuing in the same duties; June 15, Major Corps
Artillery, Confederate States Army; June 17, Brigadier-General
Provisional Army, Confederate States, headquarters Smithfield,
Virginia. February 13, 1862, Major-General Provisional Army,
Confederate States (to rank January 14), and at the request of
General R. E. Lee, whom he succeeded, he was appointed to
command the department embracing South Carolina,. Georgia,
and Florida. Headquarters, Charleston.

During his regime, the harbor defenses already existing
were strengthened; new forts (notably Wagner and Battery B)
were by him planned and begun, and the planting of submarine
obstructions to navigation expedited to the full extent of the
facilities obtainable.

It may not be inappropriate to present here the opinion of a
gentleman thoroughly conversant with the state of affairs now
under notice, as by the subjoined extract from his letter it will
be seen he was.

“ HEADQUARTERS, CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, l
James IsLanp, S. C,, -
September 17, 1863.5

“ * & % Tt has been my pleasant duty to pay a tribute

to truth and justice, by meeting the numerous attacks made on
you among péople you strove so hard and so unpopularly to
defend. TFort Sumter, the dismantling of which you have been
accused to have counseled, is utterly and completely dismantled
and laid in ruins by the enemy, and still Charleston is not his;
and it is not his because of Wagner, which you cénstructed, as
you did Battery B, the obstructions and the works of the inner
harbor, now stronger because (in a great measure) of the guns
taken from Sumter, of which ten ten-inch Columbiads, due to
your personal endeavors in Richmond, contributed so largely to
the repulse of April 7th, and are contributing now to hold the
enemy at bay. Although a friend of General Beauregard, whose
merit I recognize, I am still more the friend of truth, and hope
that these lines, even from so humble an individual as myself
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(though, nevertheless, better acquainted with the defense of this
department since the day of secession than any one else), may

prove to you that malignity and slander, if public, are not
universal.

“A. J. GONZALES,
‘“Colonel and Chief of Artillery,
“ Commanding Infantry on James Island and Main."”

October 13, 1862, he was promoted Lieutenant-General (to
rank from 10th instant), ranking seventh in that grade in the
Confederate Army, and assigned to command the department
comprehending Mississippi, Tennessee, and East Louisiana ; head-
quarters, Jackson, Mississippi. '

In this position he continued until the -evacuation of Vicks-
burg, July 4, 1863, being, however, for some time previous to,
and at that date, subordinate to General Joseph E. Johnston. As
soon as was practicable after that occurrence, he repaired to Rich-
mond, remaining there until duly exchanged. Then, being ecager
for active service, and finding no command commensurate with
his rank, he resigned the rank of Licutenant-General against the
advice of the President and of officers of high position, applied
for orders, and was appointed Inspector of Ordnance, with rank
of Colonel, in which capacity he devoted his energies until the
cessation of hostilities. ‘

As at the time he was looked upon with disfavor by the
people of Mississippi, being almost unknown to them, and, above
all, by birth a Northern man, the following excerpt from a letter
over the signature of T. J. Wharton, Attorney-General of the
State, “at the time and for several years before, and during the
war,” may not be altogether without interest, even at this late
day. ‘

The letter appeared in the New York Herald, August 17,
1881, and is dated :—

Jackson, Miss., August 12, 1832.
“He (meaning President Davis) said he entertained a high
opinion’ of General Pemberton’s capacity, but was careful not to
act upon his own judgment without consulting with others. e
consulted distinguished officers who had belonged to the United
States service long before the war, and in his anxiety to have
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their unbiased judgment, withheld any expression of opinion as
to the proper man for the place. I recollect, distinctly, that he said
he asked General Lee and General Cooper to recommend some
one who they considered most suitable for the position; that he
consulted them separately, neither knowing that he had spoken to
the other on the subject, and the reply of each was, that General
Pemberton was the man to command at that point (Vicksburg).
He mentioned others whom he had consulted, but whose names
I do not now recollect. Such was almost literally the interview
Mr. Davis had with me on the subject.”

The war ended, General Pemberton retired to a farm near War-
renton, Virginia; to the affection of his mother he was indebted
for this home, which afforded a welcome retreat from the harass-
ments of the unsettled state of public affairs at the time, and a
maintenance for his family. IHere he remained for several years,
returning in 1876 to Philadelphia, the home of his brothers and
sisters.

In the spring of 1881, his health, which until now had been
good beyond that of most men, began to fail, and, ¢ontinuing to
decline he removed to Penllyn, near Philadelphia, hoping to find
in the pure air of a high country renewed strength. In this hope,
his family, more than himself, were disappointed; the disease
(acute inflammation of the bladder) proved to be beyond the reach
of medical science. He first recognized this, and expressed
regret only at leaving his wife and children, saying that other-
wise he “ wasnot sorry that his time had come.”

At eleven minutes after five o’clock, on the afternoon of
Wednesday, July 13, 1881, at Penllyn, he breathed out his life
without a struggle ; he is interred by the side of his mother, in
Laurel Hill Cemietery, Philadelphia. : -

His family have marked his last resting-place by a plain
- marble, on which are recorded only his name, the date of his
birth, and that of his death. ~
(F. C. Pemberton, 5r.)
NEW YORK, May 9, 1882.
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NATHANIEL MICHLER.
No. 1375. Crass oF 1848.
Died July 17, 1881, at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., aged 54.

NaToanieL MICHLER was born in Pennsylvania, and was
appointed a Cadet in the United States Military Academy at
West Point from that State July 1, 1844, and graduated four
years afterwards, the seventh ina class of thirty-eight. He was
at once made a Brevet Second Lieutenant of Topographical
Engineers, and assigned to duty in making surveys and recon-
naissances in Texas and New Mexico. He afterwards served on
the Mexican Boundary Survey. In 1857 he was given charge
of surveys for an inter-oceanic ship canal from the Gulf of Darien
to the Pacific Coast. Upon the completion of this arduous duty
he was engaged in making a survey of the boundary line between
Maryland and Virginia. In 1860 he was sent to the Pacific Coast
as Engineer of the Twelfth Light-house District. Shortly after
his assignment to that duty the War of the Rebellion commenced,
and he was recalled from the Pacific Coast and “assigned to duty
as Topographical Engineer of the Department of the Cumber-
land, and took an active part in the important operations of our
army in the Westup to June, 1863. During the latter part of that
month he was captured by the Rebels while on his way to join the
Army of the Potomac, but was afterwards paroled. From the
latter part of September, 1863, until the capitulation of the rebel
army under General Lee at Appomattox Court House, April 9,
1865, in which he took an active part, his gallant services in the
field in the battles of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court House,
Tolopotomy, Cold Harbor, the siege and battles about Peters-
burg, and at Sailor’s Creek, were rewarded by several brevets: first
as Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel, August 4, 1864 ; second, as Brevet
Colonel, April 2,1865; and third, as Brevet Brigadier-General
United States Army April 2, 1865, After the close of the War
of the Rebellion, and up to August, 1871, he was engaged on duty

_appropriate to his corps and rank, in making surveys and military
maps of the operations and battle-fields of the Armies of the
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Potomac and the James. He was afterwards assigned to duty in
Washington as Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds.
In August, 1871, he was assigned to duty on the Pacific coast,
and served as Chief Engineer on the staff of the general com-
manding the Division of the Pacific; as Engineer of the Twelfth
Light-house District; in charge of river and harbor improve-
ments in California; as Engineer of the Thirteenth Light-house
District, and in charge of fortifications and river and harbor
improvements in Oregon, Washington Territory, and in Idaho.
In 1876 he was placed in charge of river and harbor improve-
ments on Lake Erie, at Monroc, Michigan, and at Toledo, Port
Clinton, Sandusky, Huron, Vermillion and Black Rivers, Ohio.
Subsequently he was sent to Europe to observe certain engineer-
ing works there. After completing those duties he returned to
the United States, and was assigned to duty in charge of river and
harbor improvements in Vermont, New York, and New Jersey,
on which duty he remained up to the time of his death.

General Michler's life, from graduating at West Point up to
the time of his death, was actively and energetically devoted to
the service of his country. His earnest devotion to duty, his
courageous bearing in battle, his chivalrous and gentle disposi-
tion, and his generous, warm-hearted friendship, will be long and
affectionately remembered by his brother officers, as well as by
all who knew him. In General Michler’s death the army lost
the services of a hrave, patriotic, and faithful soldier; his corps,’
one of its brightest ornaments; his friends, a devoted, true-
hearted companion; and his country, an upright. and loyal citizen.

(R. S. Williamson, Lieut.-Col. U.S. Engineers, Class of '48.)
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OVERTON CARR, Jr.
No. 2412. Crass oF 1872,

Died July 24, 1881, at Philadelphia, Pa., aged 30.

OvEerToN CARR, JR., was born August 11, 1850, at Homewood,
near Pittsburg, Pa., the residence of his grandfather, Hon. William
Wilkins, Secretary of War. His father, Captain Overton Carr,
United States Navy, being stationed in Philadelphia, his education
began in the public and high schools of that city; and to the
admirable training received in them he owed much of his love for
study, and the habit of undivided attention to the task before him.

Having received a Cadet appointment at large, he spent a
year of preparation at the Chester Academy, and entered the
United States Military Academy July 1, 1868, where he soon
stood at the head of his class, and was graduated second in a
class of fifty-seven members, June, 1872.

During these four years he gained the esteem of both officers
and cadets by his thorough manliness, amiable disposition, con-
scientious discharge of his duties, and strict adherence to truth.
Circumstances forced him, in a few months, to resign his com-
mission; but he always retained a deep affection: for his class-
mates and hig Alma Mater. '

Two years afterwards he entered the service of the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad Company. One of its officers thus writes of him:
“Tn 1873, Mr. Carr was appointed supervisor of part of the road
under my charge, remaining in that position until March 1, 1378,
when he was promoted to the position of Assistant Engineer of
the Eastern division, with headquarters at Williamsport. From
there he was transferred to the Cumberland Valley Railroad as
assistant to the Chief Engineer, which position he held until
his declining health made it necessary for him to relinquish it.
1 can say for him that he was a faithful and competent man
in the discharge of all the duties to which he was assigned, and
was a general favorite with the officers as well as the men over
whom he was placed. He was a very promising young man, and
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- had his life been spared, I have no doubt he would have made
his mark in the profession which he had chosen.”

A short trip across the Atlantic, in the spring of 1880, prov-
ing of little service to his health, he left home early in November
to spend the winter at the South for the benefit of change of scene
and climate. While in St. Louis he passed much of his time with
the young officers stationed there, and at San Antonio was fortu-
nate in meeting a classmate going to Fort Davis, who easily per-
suaded him to share his tent and mess. This return to army life,
and the few weeks spent at the fort, were both agreeable and bene-
ficial ; but a severe illness at New Orleans caused him to return to
Phlladelphla where he died suddenly July 24, 1881.

He was strictly temperate in his habits and honorable in all
his dealings. He always showed a tender kindness to little chil-
dren, or those claiming his sympathy; and possessed a peculiar
charm of manner, which will long be affectionately rememberéd
by many friends who lament his early death. (R. M)

JAMES G. BENTON.
No. 1121. Crass orF 1842.
Died August 23, 1881, at Springfield, Mass., aged 61.

In the death of CorLoNeL BENTON the army at large loses an
officer whose services can ill be spared, while the Ordnance Corps
-sustains one of the greatest losses it has experienced since the
death of the lamented Rodman. To scientific attainments far
beyond the average, Colonel Benton added a mind naturally
clear and penetrating. He was practical and direct in methods
of thought, and resembled General Rodman in uniting, with an
ability to analyze and a faculty for research, the power to origi-
nate and create. During his almost forty years of continuous
service, Colonel Benton occupied some of the most responsible
positions in the Ordnance Department. His duties were per-
formed with an ability and fidelity which found fitting acknowl-
edgment in the report of the Chief of Ordnance to the Secretary
of War: “ The operations at the Springfield Armory have been
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conducted in the admirable and satisfactory manner which always
characterizes the performance of every duty by Colonel J. G.
Benton, commanding. The reputation of the work there done
has never stood higher than now, and it can safely rest on the
deserved excellence of its arms, known and recognized every-
where.” Indeed, it may be safely said that among his profes-
sional brethren in all arms there was an almost universal feeling
that whatever Colonel Benton undertook to do would be done
well. ‘

To his recent appointment as a member of the Board on
Heavy Ordnance there was but one objection,, namely : That his
services in other quarters could not well be spared, or, if spared,
that he was entitled to needed recreation. It was, therefore,only .
the great importance of the position and the urgent issues at
stake which led to his being assigned to this duty. Colonel
Benton’s health had been delicate for several years, his complaint
being a complication of heart and stomach troubles, and his
labors at the session of the Board during the recent heated spell
in New York induced a prostration which, however, up to the
day before his death, it was quite confidently hoped might prove
temporary only. k

Colonel Benton was graduated from the Military Academy
July 1, 1842, with Newton, Kurtz, Rosecrans, Laidley, Beckwith,
Pope,; Stewart,Kilburn, Seth Williams, Doubleday, Sykes, L.ong-
street, and many other distinguished officers; and was at once
appointed a Brevet Second Lieutenant of Ordnance, and assigned
to duty at Watervliet Arsenal, where he remained until 1848. He
was promoted First Lieutenant March 25 of that year. Thence he
went to duty in the Ordnance Bureau, assisting in the preparation
of a system ‘of artillery for the land service of the Ordnance
manual. From 1849 to 1857 he served at various arsenals, and
at Washington engaged in making experiments to determine the
model of a new rifle musket; and from 1857 to 1861 he served
as instructor of ordnance and gunnery at the Military Academy.
He was promoted to be Captain July 1, 1856. During the War of
the Rebellion he réndered important assistance in the Ordnance
Bureau at Washington as principal assistant to the Chief of
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Ordnance, and as commander of the Washington Arsenal, until
June 14, 1866, when he was assigned to the important charge of
the National Armory at Springfield, in which position he remained
until his death. He was promoted to be Major September 13,
1863 ; Lieutenant-Colonel, June 23, 1874 ; and Colonel, May 29,
1879; and he received the brevets of Lieutenant-Colonel and
Colonel March 13, 1865, for faithful and meritorious services in the
Ordnance Department. Of his eminent and thorough work at the
National Armory the nation at large may know but little ; but it
was a work of large scope, and requiring more than ordinary
attainments. These Colonel Benton possessed, and well fulfilled
his task, and enjoyed the full confidence of his associates and of
his superiors. The National Armory will scarce find a more
fitting head.

Colonel Benton’s social and personal qualities endeared him
to a very large circle of friends, who mourn his death and extend
their warmest sympathy to his bereaved family. The funeral ser-
vices occurred on Thursday morning, at Springfield. Thence the
remains were conveyed by the pall-bearers to New York, and
there remained on Thursday night in charge of a guard of honor,
detailed by Major-General Hancock. On Friday they were taken
to West Point, and laid at rest near the scene of some of his most
useful and creditable labors.

(Army and Novy Journal.)

BENISRAEL BUTLER.
No. 26g4. Crass oF 1877.
Died September 1, 1881, at Bayview, Mass., aged 26.

BexIsRAEL BUTLER, the youngest son of Hon. Benjamin F.
Butler, was born June 6, 1855.- He was appointed to the Mili-
tary Academy in May, 1873, and graduated in 1877.

After one year's service with the Ninth Regiment of Cavalry
he left the army and studied law at the Columbia Law School,
in New York City. In the winter of 1881, his father desired his
company on a yachting cruise to the West Indies. Wishing to
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finish his work before leaving it, he studied hard, passed his
examination, and was admitted to the New York Bar five months
before his class graduated. Upon his return he was admitted to
the Bar of Massachusetts.

On the 15t of July he went to Bayview, in the vicinity of Bos-
ton, to spend the summer with his sister and brother-in-law,
intending to begin the practice of law in his father’s office in the
fall. Two weeks before his death, as he was raising the sail of a
small yacht in the harbor to take what proved to be his last
pleasure trip, his class-ring slipped from his finger (an evil omen)
and is now buried under the sand and tide.

The many good and noble qualities of Ben Butler, or Little
Ben, as he was often called in the Corps, need not be depicted
here. Those who have not known him do not care to know his
merits; those who have, cannot think of him without them.

(Classmate.)

GABRIEL J. RAINS.
No. 482. Crass oF 1827.
Died September 6, 1881, at Aiken, S. C., aged 78.

GaBRIEL J. RaINs was born in Craven County, North Caro-
lina, and early displaying a military taste, was prepared for and
entered the Military Academy at West Point in 1823, and was
graduated in 1827, and hence was a cadet with Jefferson Davis,
who graduated one year later. IHe was assigned to the First
Infantry, U. S. A, as Brevet Second Lieutenant. Shortly after-
wards he was promoted to the Seventh Infantry and sent on
frontier duty. Whilst on duty with this regiment he married a
grand-daughter of old Governor Sevier, of Tennessee, and a
daughter of Major McClellan, U. S. A.  This estimable lady still
survives, notwithstanding the many years of hardship and trial
incident at that period to a wife of an army,ofﬁcei‘. They have
six surviving children,—two married to officers of the army, and
oné a doctor by profession. They had one irreparable loss in
the death of a son, Lieutenant Sevier Rains, of the United States
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Cavalry, who was killed in battle with the Indians on the West-
ern frontier, regretted by all as one of the most promising young
~officers of the army, and esteemed at West Point and in the army
for his many estimable traits. _

Soon after General Rains’ marriage, and after his promotion
to Captain, his regiment was ordered to Florida, to engage in
the war against the Seminoles. He was immediately placed on
active service, and soon was engaged in a severe action with a
largely superior force of the Indians, near Fort King. In this
engagement he routed the enemy, but was desperately wounded
in two places, one being through the right lung. It was the
breaking out of these old wounds, after so many years, that ter-
minated his life. The wound through the lung was considered
mortal by the army surgeon at the time, and his obituary was
published in more than one paper. After his recovery from his
wounds he went again on active ‘duty, and had much frontier ser-
vice, until the breaking -out of the Mexican War, when he was
among the first sent to the scene of action. He was with those
gallant men that were left as a