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ANNUAL REUNION JUNE 12, 1879,

MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING.

West Point, N. Y., June 1z, 1879.

The Association met in the Chapel of the United States Military
Academy, and was called to order by General George W. Cullum,
Chairman of the Executive Committee.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. John Forsyth, Chaplain of

the Military Academy.

The roll was then called by the Secretary.

ROLL OF MEMBERS.
Those present are indicated by a * and those deceased 7z dtalics.

CLASS.
1808  Sylvanus Thayer.
1814 CuarLes S. MERCHANT,

Simon Willard.
James Monyoe.
Thomas J. Leslie.
Charles Davies.

(,
i Horace Webster.
|
[
]
l

1813

1818 < Harvey Brown.

Hartman Bache.

Epwarp D. MANSFIELD.

Henry Breweriton.

Henry A. THOMPSON.
*JosHUA BAKER.
*DANIEL TYLER.

William H. Swift.

Rawlins Lowndes.
Seth M. Capron.

Wirriam C. YoUNG.
David H. Vinton.
Benjamin H. WRIGHT.

1819

1820 |

1821

1822%

*ALFRED MORDECAL
1823

GEORGE S. GREENE.

HannNiBaL Dav.
Grorcr H. CrosMaN.
EpMuND B. ALEXANDER.

CLASS.
1823 g
Dennis H., Mahan.
1824 4 Robert P. Parrolt.
*Joun M. FESSENDEN,

Wa T
1825{ SHINGTON SEAWELL.

N. Sayre HARRIs.

Wwu. H. C. BARTLETT.
Sam’'L P. HEINTZELMAN.
Avuc’sT’s J. PLEASONTON.
Epwin B. BaesITT.
Nathaniel C. Macrae.

| *SiLas Casgv.

1826

EpENEZER S. SIBLEY.
ALEXANDER J. CENTER.
NATHANIEL J. EATON.
Abraham Van Buren.

Albert E. Church.

Rickard C. Tilghman.
Gustave S. Rousseau.
CrarTs J. WRIGHT.

*Catu. P. BUCKINGHAM.

1827

1828

U S

1829



CLASS.

( JosEpH SMITH BRYCE.
SipNEvy BURBANK.
Wirtriam HorrMan,
THOMAS SWORDS.
*ALBEMARLE CaDY.
Tromas A, Daviges.
Caleb C. Sibley.

James CrLark.

George R. ]. Bowdoin.
Benjamin W. Brice.

18294

-
820 Francis Vinton.
3 Tromas L. ALEXANDER.

( Henry E. Prentiss.
Wirriam A. NORTON.
Jacos AMMEN.
ANDREW A. IIUMPHREYS.
Wirriam H. Emory.
WrirLiam CHAPMAN,
CuarrLeEs WHITTLESEY.

1831

BenjaMmiN S. EWELL.
GrorceE W. Cass.
Erasmus D. Keves.
Joun N. Macowus.
Warp B. BURNETT.
James H. Simpson,
Alfred Brush.
Ranporrr B. Marcy.
ALBErRT G. EDWARDS.

1832

( JouN G. BARNARD.
*Grorge W. CuLLuwm.
Rufus King.
*Francis H. Smirm,
William H. Sidell.
Henry WaLLER.
Hexry Du Ponr.
BENJAMIN ALVORD.
Hexry L. ScorT.

1833

1834 Tromas A. MoRRris.
(*G—EORGE W. MORELL.
*Hexry L. KENDRICK.
3 Alexander S. Macomb.
18359 Henry Prince.
Isaac V. D. REEVE.
{ Marsena R. PaTrIck.
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CLASS.

18 *THOoMAS B. ARDEN,
35 *Wirriam N. GRIER.

[*JoserH R. ANDERSON,
Marrr’cy CHURCHILL.
James L. DoNALDSON.
Thomas W, Sherman
Alexander P. Crittenden.
Perer V. HAGNER.

*GrorcE C. THOMAS.

| ArTHUR B. LANSING.

1836

( Henry W. BEnuaw,

*JouN BRATT.

*IsrRARL VODGES.
Epwarp D. TOWNSEND.
BexnerT H. Hivt.

*Josgua H. BaTes,
RoserT M. McLANE.

( JouNx T. METCALFE.
WirLLiam F. BARRY.

*LanepoN C. EASTON.
IrviN McDowEgLL.
William J. Hardee.

 *HamirroNn W. MERRILL.

1837

1838

*GrorGgeE THOM.
James B. RICKETTS.
Tuomas HunTON.

1839 g
*CuaARrRLES P. KINGSBURY.
*Wirriam T. SHERMAN.
j STEWART VAN VLIET.
Grorce W. GrTTY.
George H. Thomas.

| PinckNEY LUGENBEEL,

(*Z. B. TowER.
Joux Love,
SEwarL L. FREMONT.
Stmon S. Falhnestock.
Ricmarp P. HaMMOND.
Joun M. BRANNAN,
Fravkrin F. FrinT,

1840

WirriaMm S. ROSECRANS,
Joun~ HILLHOUSE.
ABNER DoOUBLEDAY.

|
?L
[ Jous Newrox.
|



CLASS.

1842

— P ——

1843

1844

1845

1846

1847

ANNUAL REUNION, JUNE 12, 1879.

Joun S. McCALMONT.
GEORGE SYKES.
EvceEne E. McLEaN,
Cuarvres T. BAKER.
SamurL B, Havman.
James LONGSTREET.

Wirriam B. FrRaNKLIN,

GEORGE DESHON.

Wirtrtiam F. RavNoLbs.

John J. Peck.
Joserr J. REYNOLDS.

CuristoPHER C. AUGUR.

Urysses S. GRANT.

Cuarres S. HamiLton,

Rurus IncaLLs,
Cave J. Couts.

WirLiam G. Prck.
Samuel Gill.
ALFRED PLEASANTON,

WinrFiELD S. HawNcock,

TroMaAs J. Woob,
CuoarLes P. STONE.
Firz-JoHN PORTER.
Henrvy Corres.
Francis CoLLiNs.
GreOorRGE P. ANDREWS.
DrrLos B. SACKET.
Hexry B. Critz.
*Taomas G. PITCHER.

GEORGE B. McCLELLAN.

John G. Foster.

Epm. L. F. HARDCASTLE.

Epwarp C. BovynTON.
Cuarres C. GILBERT,
Innis N. ParmeRr.

ParmeENas T. TURNLEY.

GeorgeE H. GorDON,

*De Lancy FLovyp-JoNEs.

SAMUEL B. MAXEY.

Joserpn J. Woobs.

D. T. Vaxn BuUREN.
OrranDOo B. WiLcox.
HoraTio G. Gisson.
AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE.
Jour~ GieBoN.

CLASS.

(*ROMEYN B. Avres.
Tromas H. NrzILL.
Wirtrtiam W. Burns.
EcgperT L. VIELE.

Wwum. P. TROWBRIDGE.
RoseErRT S, WILLIAMSON.
NATHANIEL MICHLER.
Ricaarp 1. Donce.
Wirtrtiam N. R. Beatt.
Tuomas D. JoHNs.

Quincy A. GILLMORE.
Jorn G. PARKE.
Miton CoGsSwELL,
CuAUNCEY MCKEEVER.
*RUFUS SAXTON,

E. McK. Hubson.
*B. H. ROBERTSON,
SamueL B, HoLABIRD.
SJames P. Roy.

Freperick E. PRIME.
GoUVERN'R K, WARREN.
Sinas CRrISPIN.

Oscar A. Mack.
RoerT RANSOM.
*EuGeNE A. CARR.
Francis H. Batus.
Zetus S. Searle.

18471

1848

1849

1850+

.

N

[ *GEorGE L. ANDREWS.
| ALEXANDER PIPER.

1851

1852 4

1853+

*CarLes Husk.
ALEXANDER J. PERRY.
RoperT E. PATTERSON.
WirriamMm D. WHIPPLE,

(*Tuomas L. CASEY.
George W. Rose.
Hexry W. Srocuwm.
Joun MULLAN.
Sylvester Mowry.
ALEx. McD. McCook.
WiLriaM MYERS.
WirLiam P, CRAIGHILL.
WiLLiaM S. SMITH.

*JouN M. SCHOFIELD.
Toomas M. VINCENT.

*HeENRY C. SIMONDS.

N




CLASS,

1853

1854

1855

(

:

18564

1857
1858

|
{
%

1859ﬁ

1860

1861
May

L

~

%
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GEORGE BELL.

Louis H. Pelousze.
LaRuerT L.LIVINGSTON
Robert O. Tyler.

Puirip H. SHERIDAN.
A1LEX. CHAMBERS.
Wirriam Crailc.
*Henry L. ABBOT.
Tuomas S. RUGER.
*Jupson D. BiNcHAM.
MicuarL R, MoRrGAN.
George A. Gordon.
CuarLes G. SAWTELLE.
Gro. H. ELvior.
*Juntus B. WHEELER.
Jor~x V. D. Du Bors.
ALEXANDER S. WEBB.
LEwis S. MERRILL.
Avrrep T. A, TORBERT.

Davip C. HousTox.
*HererT A. HascarLr.
Francis L. VINTON.

LorENZO LLORAIN,
GEORGE JACKSON.
Wirtiam B. HucHEs.
Jokn McL. Hildt.

ManNine M. KiMMEL.
Josepr S. ConraAD.

Wimn. J. L. Nicodemus.

Francis L. GUENTHER.
Mar1iN D, HarDIN,
*Francis J. CRILLY.
Joun J. UpHaM.

WALTER MCFARLAND.
*HoraCE PORTER.
James H. WiLsoN.
*JamMEs M. WHITTEMORE.
*AransoN M. RanpoL.
*Joun M. WiLsoON.
Epwarp R. Hopxins.
Jamzrs P. MARTIN,
SamuerL T. CusHING.
Ropert H. HavpL.

Henry Du Pont.
OrviLLE E. Bascock.

CLASS.

1861
May

1861
June

1362

1863

1864

1865

1

Aprl R. BurrinGgronw.
Emory UpToON.

Natu. R. CuampLiss.
SAMUEL N. BENJAMIN,
FrankLin Harwoob.
Joun W. BaArLOW.
*GroRGE W. DRESSER.
*CuarLES McK. LEOSER.
Francis A. Davigs.
*EucENE B. BrauMmonT.

*Wirriam H. HARRs.
*ALFRED MORDECAL
Charles C. Parsons.
Joserr C. AUDENREID.
Puivir H. REMINGTON.
James P. DROUILLARD.

GrOrRGE L. GILLESPIE.
SAMUEL M. MANSFIELD.
MORRIS SCHAFF.
*Frank B, HamiLTon.
James H. RoLLins,

[ *James H. Lorp.

|
l

(*PETER S. MICHIE,

Joun R. McGINNESS.
Frank H. Priprps.
James W. RELLy.
WiLtriam S. BEEBE.
*JouN G. BUTLER.
RoserT CATLIN,
James M. J. Sanwo.

GARRETT J. LYDECKER.
OswarLp H. Ernsrt.
CuARLES B. PHILLIPS.
Cuarvies J. ALLEN,
Epwarp D. WHEELER.

*CuarrLes W. RAvMOND.
A, Macomp MILLER.
Davip W. PAvYNE.
Tuomas H. HaNDBURY.
James C. PostT.
ALFRED E. BATEs.
Joun P. SToRv.

J. Harrrson HavLL.
AppLETON D. PALMER.
Wwum, H. McLAUGHLIN,
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CLASS.

Edward H. Totten.
James M. MARSHALL.
WiLLiaM S. STARRING.
EpwaArRD HUNTER.
18654 *SamMUuEL M. MILLs.
Wirriam D. O'TooLE.

Ropt. B. WADE.
P. ELMENDORF SLOAN.

Ricuarp C. CHURCHILL.

(
| Crarres Kin.
1866 { Wirriam H. Urnawm.
Francis L. HiLcs,
l JorN F. StrETCH.
Joun C. MALLERY.
*CLINTON B. SEARS.
*WiLriam E. ROGERS.
FrEDERICK A. MAHAN.
William F. Reynolds.
Tuaomas H. BARBER.
Epwin S. CurrTis.

1367 4

Leanper T. Howes.
*STANISLAUS REMAK.
| Wiiriam J. RoE.

Josern H. WILLARD.
*HENRY METCALFE.
RoBERT FLETCHER,
*Davip D. JoHNSON.
Paul Daligren.
1868 4 *CHARLES W. WHIPPLE.
Davip S. DENNISON.
Wirriam J. VOLKMAR,
Joun D. C. Hoskixs.
Frank W. RUSSELL.
| ¥LovaLL FARRAGUT.

ArcHiBALD H.GOODLOE.

GEORGE A. GARRETSON.

*ALEXANDER L. MORTON.

CLASS.

Drrancey A. KANE.
Evceene O. FrcHET.
1868 4 Wwu. C. FORRUSH.
t Tromas J. March.

PriLip M. Price.
Danier M. TAvYLOR.
*WiLLiam P. Duvarr.
Remems. H. LiNDsEY.
CuaArLES BRADEN.
*WiLrLiam F. SmiTH.
WiLLiaM GERHARD.

1869

Francis V. GREENE.
WinFIELD S. CHAMPLIN.
Epwarp G. STEVENS.
Epcar S. DubpLEY.
*CLARENCE A. POSTLEY.
CHAS. W. LARNED.
SaMUEL W, FOUNTAIN.
*RoperT E. CoxE.
DEXTER W. PARKER.
Benjamin H. Hodgson.
Isaran H. McDonNaLD.
L *RoBerT N. PrICE.

1870 4

*Trnomas M. WOODRUFF.
James B. Hickey.

1871

*Stanuore E. BLUNT.
Cuas. D. PARKHURST.
Jacos R. RiBLETT.

*WriLrLiam B. WETMORE.

[ Hexrv H. Lanpon.

g *GEO. S. ANDERSON.
1872+
|

1873  Avucustus C. TyLER.

1874{
1846

*RusseL.L THAVER.
Wirris WITTICH.

*JouN R. WILLIAMS.

NotEe.--At the date of the Meeting there were 383 members upon the roll; of these 74 were pres-

ent, and 31 had died.

Gen. Daniel Tyler, Class of 1819, was called upon to preside,
and was conducted to the Chair by Judge Joshua Baker, of the
Class of 1819, and Maj. Alfred Mordecai, of the Class of 1823.

Gen. Tyler then delivered the following address:






Address,

FeELLow GRADUATES OF THE U. S. MILITARY ACADEMY:

Another year has passed and gone, and it becomes my privilege
again to welcome you to the embraces of our good old mother,
who, in the most important period of our lives, when we needed not
only education but discipline, gave us both without stint and in
full measure, and fitted us to fight the battle of life bravely and
successfully ; and whatever of success each of us has to boast of
in this great battle, we should come here with filial reverence
and love, and thank our good old mother who not only educated
us, but taught us that deats was preferable to dishonor, and that
our duty to our country was only subordinate to that we owed
our God.

I claim, my fellow graduates, in our common behalf, that on the
whole we have been faithful to the education conferred on us, that
we have discharged the various duties incumbent on the
positions we have filled with fidelity, and that we have done good
and faithful service to that country which educated us here, and
afterwards called us into its service; and I claim further, that the
Military Academy is no debtor to the National Treasury.

The Military Academy was a long time making its way into
public estimation. For years as her graduates came into society
they were called “ Kid-glove gentry.” I remember well——before
the Mexican war, how often the graduates were attacked through
the public press because they were educated gentlemen, and
some of them wore kid gloves, but the Mexican war settled that
matter, and the public saw that these West Point dandies could
fight as well as dance. The Mexican war put the Military
Academy on trial, and the verdict of the country was that of per-
fect approval. I cannot better express the results of that trial
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than by using the words of a graduate coming from Vera Cruz
after the capture of the city of Mexico, when he observed: ¢ Tyler,
we have at last vindicated West Point.” The Mexican war vin-
dicated West Point, and from that date the Institution has had
the confidence of the people of this country—and it deserves to
have it. Politicians may rail against it, because it offers but
limited patronage; they may threaten reduction in the number of
its pupils, but the people will come to its rescue, and, in my opin-
ion, the number will be increased rather than diminished. The
graduates of this year will not fill the existing vacancies in the
army, and it is worse than folly to talk about reducing the num-
ber of the cadets.

I would say a word of sympathy to my fellow graduates, who
are now in the army, as to the anomalous position in which party
politics have placed the army for the time being, but these annoy-
ances will occasionally exist in our form of government—but do
not fear starvation. The country is not ready to punish the suc-
cessors of that army, which, numbering less than swelve thousand
men, two-thirds of its officers being graduates of the United States
Military Academy, with the gallant old Scott at its head, brought
Mexico to the feet of the Republic in less than two years, and
accomplished what Louis Napoleon with #irsy thousand French-
men could not accomplish at all. Nor will the country forget the
army which carried the Union through the great rebellion, and
settled forever the fact that this is a Nazion and not a Confederacy.

Party politics may derange army matters for a.season, but when
the common sense of the country is aroused into action, justice
will always be done. Our people are not only just, but jealous
that our Government should be administered in accordance with
the Constitution established by our fathers, and the time has not
come quite yet when the servants elected by the people to carry
on the government of this great country, shall dare to withhold
for party purposes the appropriation necessary to carry on all and
every one of its constitutional departments, and to execute the
Laws. Ours is a constitutional government, a government of
Laws, and to attack either for mere party purposes is the worst
kind of treason,

In conclusion, my fellow-graduates, let me say that we are here
to-day to meet old and familiar faces—possibly not to be met
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again—we are here to take another look at the workings of the
Institution which we all love so well ; to note the progress it is
making in the great objects for which it was established. Nothing
in this busy world stands still ; there is always either progress or
decline, and in this case, under the wise and able Administration
now governing our old Alma Mater, we see the progress, and when
I look back sixty years and see the improvement in every branch
of education here, I am astonished and inclined to shout for joy.
When I look back and see how limited the course of study was—
how poor and miserable were the instrumentalities in use to com-
plete our education then—! young fellow-graduates of to-day I
must insist, that if the education we then acquired made us wseful
and respectable even in our day and generation, yox should be kings
and princes in the land; but remember my young friends, that
after all, the mass of science and learning you acquire here, if you
do not use it—if you let your armor rust, hanging uselessly on the -
wall—an empty show—you had better never been born into the
United States Military Academy. I know how strong the dispo-
sition is, after graduating, to stop study—throw away books and
exclaim, “I have had study enough!” Do not my young friends,
give way to such a hallucination as will be fatal to your success in
your profession. The education you haveacquired here constitutes
the capital you are to use in life, and if you “hide it in a napkin,”
you will be worse than the Unjust Steward, for this very education
has taught that it is to be wsed, and the fruits of this use will con-
stitute the legacy you will leave to your friends and your country.






NECROLOGY.

The Secretary then read the Necrology of Graduates for the
year ending June 12, 1879:

EDWARD H. TOTTEN.
No. z079. Crass or 1865.
Killed June 14th, 1878, near Cold Spring, N. Y., aged 33.

Epwarp Harris TorTeEN was born in Washington City, District
of Columbia, upon the 21st day of June, 1845. The days of his
childhood were passed in various sections of the country until
1837, when, upon the death of his father, a licutenant in the Navy,
which occurred in that year, his mother made her home in Mor-
ristown, N. J.

Edward H. Totten early evinced a taste for military life, and it
is not difficult to account for this predilection; for, almost from
the organization of our Army and Navy, the families of his father
and mother (the Tottens and Gambles) have had a distinguished
representation in both of these branches of the service.

In June of 1861 his wishes were realized in his appointment as
a cadet-at-large to the Military Academy, West Point. During
his course at the Academy he was noted for his high sense of
honor, which manifested itself in his whole intercourse both with
his instructors and fellow-cadets.

He was graduated June 23, 1865, and promoted in the Army as
a 2d Lieutenant, 16th Infantry, and obtained his 1st Lieutenancy
the same date. He served with his regiment at Sackett’s Harbor,
N. Y., Nashville, Tenn., and Livingston, Tenn., until September
21st, 1866, a portion of the time being Adjutant of the 3d Battal-
ion. Upon Sept. 21, 1866, he was transferred to the 34th Infantry,
and upon February 24th, 1867, appointed Regimental Adjutant.

In 1868 he was detailed upon signal duty, and in April of the
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following year was placed upon the unassigned list. In July,
1869, he was assigned to the 13th Infantry, and served with that
regiment until 1870,when he was ordered toWest Point as instructor
of drawing, and subsequently made Assistant Professor of that
branch. In January, 1871, he was transferred to the 1st Artillery,
but remained on duty at West Point until July of 1874, when he
was relieved and joined the regiment at Charleston, S. C. In
September of the same year he was appointed Regimental Quar-
termaster, and performed the duties as such until March, 1875,
when he was appointed Regimental Adjutant, which position he
held until July, 1874, when he resigned the position and was as-
signed to Light Battery K. While serving with this battery, he
was, upon June 12th, granted a four (4) days’ leave of absence,
for the purpose of attending the Ninth Annual Reunion of the
Association of Graduates of the U. S. Military Academy, and
upon this trip he met his death, having been accidentally killed
by being struck by the cars at Cold Spring, N. Y., on the morn-
ing of June 14, 1878.

During Lieut. Totten’s tour of duty at West Point he labored
for the success of the Association of Graduates, and, for several
years, filled the position of Secretary to the satisfaction of all.

As an officer Lieut. Totten was distinguished among his com-
rades for his devotion to the service in all its details, and for an
intelligent and conscientious discharge of his every official duty.

His social qualities were of a brilliant character, and united, as
they were, to a chivalrous spirit and high moral character, ren-
dered him a companion eagerly sought for and loved and re-
spected by all.

Lieut. J. M. K. Davis.

GEO. DOUGLAS RAMSAY, JR.
No. zorz. Crass or 1863.
Died July sth. 1878, at Washington, D. C. Aged 36.

Carr. GeorceE D. Ramsav was born at Washington, D. C,
Dec. 3d, 1841, and was the son and second child of Brig. Gen.
George D. and Eliza Gales Ramsay.
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At the age of 17 he entered West Point, where it was the
writer’s privilege to know him intimately for four years.

Graduating June 1r1th, 1863, he entered upon his career as an
officer, a synopsis of which is given in the following order of
the Chief of Ordnance, which order is also a graceful tribute to
Capt. Ramsay’s worth as an officer of the corps he loved so well.

ORDNANCE OFFICE,

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington, July 6, 1878.

It again becomes the painful duty of the Chief of Ordnance to announce to the
Department the death of one of its officers.  Captain George D. Ramsay died
in this city yesterday.

Captain RAMsAY entered the United States service as a cadet at the Military
Academy July 1, 1859, from which, upon graduation, he was appointed a second lieu-
tenant in the first Artillery, and with his company served in the Department of the
South during the operations around Charleston, S. C. Ile was transferred to the
Ordnance Departmemt and became a first lieutenant November 6, 1863, entering
upon his ordnance duties as assistant at the Washington Arsenal. e was stationed
subsequently at the Watertown, the Frankford and the Allegheny, from which last
arsenal he was taken, December 2, 1870, to command that at Charleston. Holding
this command until the arsenal was discontinued, he was sent to the National Armory
in October, 1873, at which station he remained until September, 1875. Ie served
at the Watervliet Arsenal from September, 1875, to October, 1876, when he was
ordered to duty at the Indianapolis Arsenal, at which post he was an assistant to the
time of his death. He was breveted a captain March 13, 1865,  for meritorious
services in the Ordnance Department during the Rebellion, and was promoted to a
captaincy of ordnance, June 23, 1874.

In the death of Captain Ramsay, the Department has sustained the loss of a faithful
officer and a Christian gentleman, Ever alive to the call of duty and its rigid require-
ments, he never forgot those amenities and courtesies that smooth the pathway of
life, and although cut off in the prime of manhood, the memory of his short career
can well be cherished by his friends and family.

The national flag will be displayed at half-staff at the Indianapolis Arsenal on the
day of his funeral, and the officers of the Ordnance Department will wear the usual
badge of mourning for thirty days.

ORDNANCE ORDERS
No. 40.

By COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL S. V. BENA&T,
Clief of Ordnance.
S. C. LYFORD,
Major of Ordnance.
On the zoth of April he married in Harrisburg, Penn., Miss

Katie Buehler, the youngest daughter of Wm. Buehler, Esq., of
that city.
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In his private life his disposition and deportment were in the
highest degree exemplary. He was an affectionate son, and a
devoted husband and brotherr The affability of his manners,
the amiability of his disposition, and the benevolence of his
character were ever conspicuous. He was sincere and ardent in
his friendship, and possessed of a nice sense of honor, and a manly
independence of spirit which disdained everything mean and
servile. An officer friend writing of him says: ¢ There was not
in the army one whom I loved so well. George joined us at
Beaufort, S. C., in 1863, if I remember correctly, and from the
first day we met, there has never been an unkind word, a mis-
understanding, or a doubt between us.

Of late years, though we met rarely, there has always seemed
to me a sense of rest in his friendship, and a confidence in his
estimate and opinions of me, that every year more strongly ce-
mented the friendship that his conduct and manner inspired
years ago in his first intercourse with me.”

Another officer under whom he served a few years before his
death, says of him : “I have been associated so much with him
officially and socially, that I had learned to like him very much.
I feel his death to be a loss from the circle of my friends. He
was one of the most amiable and gentlemanly of men; and I
never knew of an officer who did his duty more faithfully and
conscientiously. The only limit in this direction was his physi-
cal strength.” .

During the long and distressing illness which preceded his
death, the loveable traits of his character appeared in strong
light.

There was an utter absence of that irritability and selfish dis-
regard of others, which so tedious an illness is well calculated to
produce, but he bore his sufferings with patience and Christian-
like fortitude.

In his death, a host of friends share with his wife and family
his loss, and sympathize with them in their bereavement.

(Capt. Frank H. Phipps.)
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AUSTIN HENELY.
No. 2444. Crass oF 18yz.

Drowned, July 11th, 1878, at Camp Supply, Arizona, aged 3o.

Lt. HENELY was born at Galway, Ireland, in Sept., 1847. Before
entering the army he had been employed as a clerk, and when
only seventeen years old he enlisted, Sept. 14, 1864, at Alexandria,
Virginia, for three years, and was assigned Co. D., 1st. Battalion of
the 11th Infantry.

In April, 1866, he was appointed Corporal, in August of the
same year promoted to a Sergeantcy, and in December was ap-
pointed Company Quarter Master Sergeant.  He was discharged
at Camp Grant, near Richmond, Va, by expiration of service,
Sept. 13, 1867.

Through the influence of friends he procured an “At Large”
appointment to the Military Academy, which he entered in June,
1868, and graduated June 14, 1372.

He was. commissioned 2nd Lt. 6th Cavalry, and in 1876, pro-
moted 1st. Lieutenant to date from Nov. 15, 1876.

His first station was Ft. Hayes, Kansas, at which post and It.
Dodge, he remained, when not in the field, until late in the Fall
of 1874.

Henely, by his attention to duty, his energy and judgment, had
gained the confidence of his superior officers, and in the Spring of
1875 he was afforded an opportunity to gain distinction, which he
so well improved as to elicit from Gen. Pope the following warm
words of praise:

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, May 7, 1875.

No. 11.

It is with much gratification that the Department Commander announces to his
command the rapid pursuit of, and successful attack upon, a band of sixty hostile
Cheyenne Indians, by 2d Lieut. Austin Henely, with forty men of Co. ““H,” 6th
Cavalry, accompanied by 2d Lieut. C. C. Hewit, 1gth Infantry, and Acting Assistant
Surgeon F. H. Atkins, Sent from Fort Wallace to look for this party of Indians,
Lieut, Henely found their trail on Butte creek, and followed it with rapidity to Sappa

GENERAL ORDERS,}
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creek, in Northern Kansas, for over a hundred miles, where he came up with the
Indians at daylight on the morning of April 23d, 1875, and after a fight of some hours’
duration met with complete success.  The energy and enterprise displayed by this
command in the pursuit ; the skill and good judgment of Lieut. Henely in his man-
agement of the fight, as evinced by the results—nineteen warriors left dead on the
field, and only two of his own men killed ; the bright examples of courage exhibited
by all concerned, cannot be too highly praised.  The Department Commander feels
justified in saying that no better managed affair has occurred in this Department for
many years, -and he commends it to the emulation of all, as a brilliant example of in-
telligent enterprise, rare zeal, and sound judgment in the discharge of duty.

Lieut. HENELY was aided in the pursuit and during the fight by Messrs. Homer
Wheefer, Post Trader at Fort Wallace, Kansas, Henry Campbell, Charles Schroder
and Samuel B. Srack, citizens, to whom for their intelligent aid, as well as for the
courage displayed by them in the fight, entirely voluntary on their part, the thanks of
the Department Commander are specially due.

It is believed that the punishment inflicted upon this band of Cheyennes will go
far to deter the tribe from the commission of such atrocities in future as have charac-
terised it in the past.

By command of Brigadier General Pope:
’ R. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant Genzral.

After the transfer of the 6th Cavalry to Arizona in the Summer
of 1875, Henely’s service was entirely in that Territory until his
death.

In the Spring of 1878 he was relieved from duty as Inspector of
Indian Supplies at San Carlos Agency, and given command of a
company of Indian scouts. July of that year found him at Camp
Supply, Arizona, a post then but recently established near the
Mexican border and situated upon a small stream known as White
river. This little stream rarely contains water to the depth of an
inch, and during the greater part of the year is almost entirely
dry, with water standing at intervals in small pools. After a vio-
lent storm on the 11th of July, it began to rise suddenly, and be-
came, in an incredibly short time a furious torrent, sweeping every
obstacle before it.

Lieut. HenvLy had just returned from a thirty days scout, and
found at the post his old West Point class-mate, Rucker. For
years they had been devoted friends and comrades, both belonging
to the same company, but each had command at that time of a
company of Indian scouts.

They had ridden across the stream several times without acci-
dent, when, later in the afternoon, Lieut. Rucker saw some soldiers
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up to their waists in water endeavoring to save some forage, grain,
etc., which was in danger of being washed away, he proposed to
cross the river again to the sutler’s and get them some whisky.
He at once dashed into the river, and swam to the opposite bank
in safety. Lieut. Henely, seeing him, called out, “ Wait, Toney,
and I will go, too.” He spurred his horse into the angry water,
which was rising higher every moment. Just as he plunged into
the stream, a huge wave, a perfect wall of water, swept him from
his horse.

Nothing daunted, he swam out boldly down the stream, when
suddenly the rapid current dashed him with such violence against
a tree or stump in mid stream, that he rebounded like a ball, five
or six feet, and then apparently became unconscious, for he no
longer buffeted the waves or made any effort to save himself,
although ropes were thrown out to him by the terror-stricken
crowd upon the bank. The entire command of three companies
were witnesses to the terrible scene, without being able to render
any available assistance.

Lieut. Rucker, meantime, seeing his friend in such imminent
peril, galloped down the stream about a hundred yards, and in
spite of most earnest expostulations from every one, dashed into
the turbulent water. He was immediately thrown from his horse,
disappeared from sight, and was never seen again alive.

Both horses swam to the shore and were uninjured.

The water subsided as rapidly as it arose. Two hours later
there was but a muddy channel left to show where a pitiless flood
had so recently raged.

The whole command turned out to recover the bodies. The sun
had gone down, and it was still stormy and very dark, but by the
aid of lanterns the melancholy search began. About 1o o’clockin
the evening the moon struggled out from behind a cloud, and by
its ghastly light a party of Indians discovered Lieut. Rucker,
lying face upward, a slight wound just above his temple. ~They,
being too superstitious to touch a dead body, called to the soldiers,
who came and kindled a fire, and used every means of resuscitation,
but without effect.

The body of Lieut. Henely was found some hours later, lying
stretched across a log. His skull was fractured, evidently from
the blow received while trying to swim.
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Henrrvy was esteemed one of the bravest and most competent
officers in his regiment, and if his life had been spared would un-
doubtedly have obtained further honor himself, and continued to
reflect credit upon the service he had chosen.

(Lieut, S. E. Blunt.)

THOMAS GRIMKE RHETT.
No. 1236. Crass or 1845,
Died, July 28th, 1848, at Baltimore, Md., aged 58.

Major-GENERAL TrHoMAS GRIMKE RHETT, of the army of the
late Confederate States, was a native of South Carolina. His
ancestors were Huguenots, who sought protection in the New
World—making their home in what subsequently became the
“Palmetto State,” from the bloody and unrelenting religious per-
secutions of Catherine de Medicis and the “ Wars of the League.”

From their first settlement in South Carolina, down through
all the succeeding generations, to the outbreak of the late un-
happy civil war in 1861, the Rhett family occupied a high social
position in its native State, and various members of it were emi-
nent in the service and councils of that State, and in the councils
of the Nation.

The writer deems it proper to make this statement, because it
has an explanation bearing on an important slip in General
Rhett’s subsequent military career, namely, his resignation from
the National Army in 1861. _

Rhett was born and brought up in the strictest and most ex-
treme school of the doctrine of “ States’ Rights.” He had heard
this doctrine proclaimed and taught, from his earliest childhood,
by men in whom, from natural relation and their eminent,
social, and public position, he necessarily placed the highest con-
‘fidence, and to whom he yielded the greatest deference—Fvat
Justitia, ruat caclum. The moral sought to be taught in Charles
Reade’s admirable and most interesting novel “ Put Yourself in
His Place,” is, that no one is prepared or authorized to criticise
another till the critic has thoroughly studied and appreciated, at
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their true worth, all the influences and agencies, of whatever
character, to which the subject of the criticisms had been sub-
jected. It is an admirable moral, of which all men would do well
to take heed.

For the writer’s individual self, he distinctly avows he is willing
to be tried by it. However divergent and different his own
course . in that terrific and Titantic struggle for NVationa/ exist-
ence was from General Rhett’s, he accords to him the full
credit of intense sincerity in the honesty of his convictions as to
his duty in that momentous crisis of his life.

And this conclusion seems to be more fully warranted by the
consideration that Rhett has gone to that unknown and unknow-
able home, to which we are all hastening rapidly, and whence
comes back the dim and sombre echo: “de mortuis nil nisi bonum.”

Of General Rhett’s boyhood life and of his special preparation
before entering the National Military Academy, at West Point, N.
Y.—a spot sacred, dear, and historic in our national annals, the
writer regrets his inability to furnish any account. The writer’s
acquaintance with Rhett commenced on that most beautiful land-
locked and water-locked plain in the Highlands of the Hudson,
on which is located the military school of our great and beloved
Nation, in June, 1861.

Rhett was entered a Cadez in the United States Military Acade-
my, July 1st, 1841. He was graduated No. 6 in a distinguished
class of 41 members in 1845. Of his classmates several attained
high distinction, both in the army of the Nation and the Confed-
erate States army during the late civil strife.

On graduation Rhett was promoted Brevet Second Lieutenant
of the Ordnance Corps, and assigned to duty as assistant ord-
nance officer, at Washington Arsenal, D. C.

May 27th, 1846, Rhett was appointed Second Lieutenant of the
“Mounted Rifles,” a new regiment then added to the army on
account of the Mexican war, just then precipitated on the country.
His first service in Mexico was on the line of operations of the
old hero, “ Old Rough and Ready,” General Zachary Taylor, sub-
sequently President of the United States. Subsequently his regi-
ment was tranferred, with other regiments of the army, to the
southern line, or to General Scott’s zone of operations.

Rhett participated with his regiment in the siege of Vera
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Cruz, March gth-29th, 1847, and in the defence of the city of
Pueblo, September 13th—October 12th, 1847, and in commissary
duty, wherein his administrative talents had peculiar play, in
1847-48. He was breveted ¢ Captain, Oct. 12th, 1847, for gallant
and meritorious services in the defence of Pueblo, Mexico.”

After the conclusion of the Mexican war, Rhett’s service in
the Army of the United States varied from Dakota and Oregon
—the home of the spruce and pine, to Texas, the home of the
palm and the cactus. He was promoted, during all this varied
service, Captain of his regiment, September 16th, 1853. In all this
service, extending from 1849 to 1858, he was honorably and use-
fully engaged in scouting service with his regiment among that
wily and treacherous enemy—the North American Indian—a
service the perils and dangers of which no one knows who has
not been engaged in it. Dangers unseen, and often impossible
to provide against, attend the professional soldier engaged in it
on every hand, against which he has scarcely the power to protect
himself. But he must go forward and do his duty, under orders,
whatever may be the consequence, though his own life pay the
penalty. The Zulu war, in which the British Empire is at present
engaged, with all its atttendant horrid disasters, is a fine illustra-
tion of the dangers to which our soldiers—imen and oficers—are
constantly exposed in this species of warfare, waged for the
protection of our infant settlements, made for the extension of the
country’s authority over the wide Continent, whickh is the incvitable hevit-
age of American civilization.

During all the period just adverted to, from 1849 to 1858, Rhett
was stationed at many posts on the western frontier, of danger-
ous proximity to the hostile Indians; but the names of these many
posts it would be neither instructive nor useful to give in this
brief narrative.

April 7th, 1858, Rhett was appointed Paymaster, with the rank
of Major, in the United States Army. Subsequently he was sta-
tioned at Fort Bliss, Texas, being engaged in the payment of the
troops stationed in the surrounding country.

On the approach of the hostile conflict between the opposing
sections—Northern and Southern—of our country, in 1861, Rhett
resigned his commission in the army of the United States and cast
in his fortunes with the late Confederate States.
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On this action the writer is not impressed that he is called to
make any adverse criticism. He feels that he has, in the pre-
ceding portion of this sketch, very sufficiently expressed his con-
victions of duty in this matter; and he further feels hemay justly
say: ¢ Here let the mooted question stand, to be tried and set-
tled by the impartial muse of history.”

After leaving the service of the United States Rhett reported
to the Confederate Government, then assembled at Montgomery,
Ala., and not receiving the recognition from that provisional
government he believed himself entitled to, he proceeded to his
native State and reported for service to the Governor thereof, the
late Francis W. Pickens, and by him was commissioned a Major-
General in the service of the State.

But Rhett was not content to remain an idler in his native
State when the alarm of war was resounding throughout “the
wide borders of the land.”

Under the commission of Governor Pickens-—the validity of
which it is not here necessary to examine-—Rhett proceeded to
the Confederate army, then assembled in North-eastern Virginia.
On arriving there he was made the chief-of-staff of General J.
E. Johnston. General Rhett remained on General Johnston’s
staff, as his chief-of-staff, till the battles of May and June, 18062,
in General McClellan’s Peninsular campaign, when, General
Johnston being wounded, his staff was broken up, and the mem-
bers thereof sent to other fields of duty.

After the termination of the Peninsular campaign of 1862,
Rhett was ordered to the Trans-Mississippi Department of the
Confederate States; but, after a diligent search, the writer has
not been able to obtain such information of Rhett’s services
and career in that wide domain of activity as would make a
narrative of it instructive or interesting to his brother graduates.

After the conclusion of the civil war General Rhett, in con-
junction with officers both of the NaZional and Confederate
States army, sought service under the Khedive of Egypt. How
long he remained in the Khedive's service, what rank he at-
tained, or what were his duties, the writer has not been able to
learn satisfactorily.

The writer has sought information of the family and personal
friends and associates of the late General Rhett, with a view to
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making this narrative as full and complete as possible. To
those who have rendered the writer assistance, with material
pour sevoir, namely, Mrs. Rhett, a brother of General Rhett’s, and
to General C. W, Field, Doorkeeper of the House of Represent-
atives of the Congress, and who was in Egypt with Rhett, the
writer returns his thanks; but he regrets the scarcity of the
information furnished him.

While in the Khedive’s service General Rhett was subjected
to a stroke of paralysis. With a hope of relief from his malady,
he resigned his commission and visited Europe, spending sev-
eral years there; but all in vain. - He at last returned to his
native land to render that account to which we all will be called
“soon or late.” :

As stated in the caption of this sketch, Rhett died in Balti-
more, Md., July 28th, 1878, aged 58. As his decease occurred
at the residence of his brother, Mr. Charles H. Rhett, his depart-
ure from this life had doubtlessly all the attendance which
affection can bestow.

The writer is informed that Mrs. Rhett survives her husband,
and resides in New York city. Whether General Rhett left
any other family the writer is not informed.

(Brevet Major-General Wood, U, S. 4.)

AUGUSTUS L. ROUMFORT.
No. 161. Crass oF 1817,

Died August 2d, 1878, at Harrisburg, Pa., Aged 8z.

Brigadier-General AucusTtus L. RoumrorT was born December
10, 1796, in Paris, while all France was resounding with the praises
of General Bonaparte, then preparing for the final overthrow of
the Austrians at Rivoli, and there to end, in a blaze of glory, his
memorable Italian campaign.

Roumfort continued in the quaint old quarter of his native city
till after the establishment of the first Empire. In his after days
he took peculiar delight in vividly recalling his early impressions
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of the gorgeous civil and military pageant on the coronation, De-
cember 2, 1804, of the great Napoleon. Soon after this striking
event, his father emigrated to Philadelphia, Pa., where his young
son was soon sent to school and reared under the strictest disci-
pline. Before he was eighteen years old, September 26, 1814, he
was appointed a cadet of the U. S. Military Academy, from which
he was graduated April 15, 1817, and promoted to be a 2d Lieu-
tenant of Marines. After a short service at Washington and
Philadelphia in this corps, he resigned, August 18, 1818.

Upon entering civil life he devoted himself closely to the study
of the languages and the applied sciences, thus admirably fitting
himself for his new vocation, in 1824, of Professor of Mathematics
in Mount Airy Academy, at Germantown, Pa. Of this seminary
he became, in 1826, the principal, under its new name of the
American Classical and Military Lyceum, which became an ex-
cellent preparatory school for young men designing to enter the
West Point Military Academy. He conducted the institution
with great success till December 19, 1834.

While thus engaged in educational pursuits, Roumfort, who had
become a Colonel of Pennsylvania Militia, entered warmly into
the politics of the period, and was deeply interested with the lead-
ing Democrats of the day. "As he began, so he continued his par-
tisan adhesion, though, in the latter part of his life, he arrayed
himself fiercely and firmly against what he regarded as the cor-
rupt management of his party, and did not hesitate to denounce
men and measures he deemed objectionable.

General Jackson, of whom he was a great admirer, appointed
Colonel Roumfort, December 19, 1834, a Military Storekeeper of
Ordnance, in which capacity he served at Frankford Arsenal, near
Philadelphia, till April 14, 1841, when he resigned.

His active political tendencies soon again brought Roumfort to
the Democratic front as a candidate for the State Legislature,
and, after a very spirited contest, he was elected, in 1842, from
the County of Philadelphia, which he continued to represent till
1845. He bore a leading part in the proceedings of the House,
and was, in fact, his party’s leader. ‘“Keen in debate, careful in
statements and accurate in dealing with official affairs, he was
well adapted to engage in the higher work of a deliberative body,
and had the nerve to lead those around him. The country was,
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at that period, as now, suffering from financial depression. All
the State banks had suspended, and the Commonwealth was pay-
ing its domestic creditors in scrip, no money being had, and no
revenues could be collected beyond what was required to meet
the interest on the debt held abroad. For the first time a bill
was brought forward for abolishing imprisonment for debt, which,
while it had able advocates, none supported it more fearlessly or
more ably than General Roumfort, who was regarded, at the time,
as its champion. In all the debates of the period he was conspic-
uous; his speeches were models of elegant English; and his argu-
ments germane to the subject under discussion. The House
heard him with respect and attention, and the record he then
made gave him a reputation as a legislator beyond the limits of
the State he served.”

Roumfort’s natural taste and West Point education had im-
planted in him a strong military disposition; hence, in 1820, he
became a Captain of Pennsylvania Militia; in 1824, a Lieutenant-
Colonel; in 1826, a Colonel; and, in 1843, was elected to the com-
mand of the Second Brigade. Tlhe year after becoming a Briga-
dier-General he bore a conspicuous part in the operations for the
suppression of the native American riots in Philadelphia. His
prudence, promptitude and vigor on the scene of tumult, and his
wise counsels in devising means for crushing disorder, materially
 aided in restoring quiet, for which he received the warm com-
mendation of the State authorities.

When, two years later, Roumfort offered his services for the
Mexican War, though his military leadership had been so highly
appreciated, he failed to be elected Colonel of the Second Regi-
ment of Volunteers, and to accompany it to the halls of the Mon-
tezumas. His defeat, however, did not dampen the ardor of his
advocacy of every measure of the government to secure a success-
ful issue to the contest. l

Failing in his military aspirations, he accepted the position of
Harbor Master of the Port of Philadelphia, which he held till
1849, when he was appointed Superintendent of Motive Power on
the Philadelphia and Columbia Railroad, then owned and ope-
rated by the State of Pennsylvania. His admirable administra-
_ tion of the high trust committed to his care, and the business-like
qualities exhibited by him in the direction of the vast interests in
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his charge, caused the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, in 1850,
to unanimously appoint Roumfort the Superintendent of the di-
vision of that road, which terminated at Harrisburg. For the
twelve years during which he held this highly responsible posi-
tion, he devoted his undivided energies with such vigor and zeal
that he has left behind an enviable reputation for fidelity and
sterling integrity.

About the time he was completing his faithful stewardship on
the Pennsylvania Railroad, the Rebellion had commenced, but,
with all his military enthusiasm, he was too old to take the field.
However, his talents and services were not lost to the country,
for, in 1862, he was elected Mayor of Harrisburg, which high of-
fice he held during all the trying years of the civil war. Besides
the ordinary executive duties which devolve upon the chief magis-
trate of a large city in times of peace, Roumfort’s responsibilities
were enormously increased in 1863, when the Confederate army
invaded Pennsylvania and threatened its capital. Harrisburg was
then an important strategic position, a great depot of military
supplies, a central rendezvous for large bodies of troops, and be-
came, after the battle of Gettysburg, the asylum of thousands of
fugitives. Though his position called for the highest civil and
military knowledge, and the exercise of the most energetic ad-
ministrative qualities, Roumfort proved equal to the emergency.
As atrue West Pointer, he performed faithfully and fearlessly his
whole duty, adding a civic wreath to a soldier’s laurels, and won
the highest commendations of the city, state and military authori-
ties for hisefficiency in maintaining law and order in a trying crisis.

Soon after the close of the Rebellion Roumfort retired to pri-
vate life, when he devoted his leisure to literary pursuits, still,
however, continuing to be an interested observer of the political
chess-board.

General Roumfort had a magnificent physique, being over six
feet high, was well-proportioned, and, to the day of his death,
maintained his military bearing. He was peculiar in many
things; seemingly haughty, though always the polished gentle-
man; decided in his opinions of men and manners; honorable in
all his transactions; a faithful servant in all his varied trusts; and
has left an unsullied name after a well-spent life of eighty-two years:

(Brevet Major-General George W. Cullum.)
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MARTIN LUTHER POLAND.
No. 2036. Crass or 1864.
Died August zoth, 1378, Ft. Yuma, Cal. Aged 37.

Captain Martin L. Poranp, son of the Hon. Luke P. Poland,
of Vermont, was born in Morristown, Lamoille Co., Vermont, on
the ist of August, 1841. His earlier school life was spent at that
place, until about two years before entering West Point, when
he attended Philips’ Academy, Andover, Mass. He was admitted
a cadet July r, 1860, and was graduated June 13, 1864, when he
was appointed 2d Lieutenant of Ordnance. His first duty was at
Fort Monroe, Va., from which, however, he was temporarily de-
tached, serving in 1865 and 1866 at the Ordnance depots at
Richmond and Hilton Head. In September, 1868, he was as-
signed to duty at the Rock Island Arsenal, serving there until
July, 1871, when he took station at Frankford Arsenal, Phila-
delphia. .

During his tour at Frankford, which lasted until- December,
1874, he was for over a year on detached duty, mounting heavy
guns at many of the Southern forts, a duty for which his knowl-
edge of mechanical appliances made him particularly fitted.
From Frankford he was ordered to Watertown Arsenal, Mass.,
and a year later was assigned to duty as Chief Ordnance officer
of the Military Department of the Platte.

He only remained six months at Omaha, and was then ordered
to Benicia Arsenal, Cal. After two years’ service at that post he
was in July, 1878, assigned to the command of the Yuma
Ordnance Depot, and as Chief Ordnance officer of the Department
of Arizona; he had, however, hardly more than commenced his
duties at Yuma when death put an end to his career.

Captain PoLanD was promoted to a 1st Lieutenant of Ordnance,
December 13, 1867, and to a Captaincy, June 23, 1874.

He was successively breveted a 1st Lieutenant and Captain
“for faithful and meritorious services prior to December 14,
1865.”

(Secretary of the Association.)
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WILLIAM H. STORER.
No. 697. Crass or 1832.

Died August z1st, 1878, at Gorham, Maine. Aged 67.

WM. H. STOrRER was born in Maine, and appointed to the Mili-
tary Academy from New York, in 1828,

Upon his graduation in 1832, he was appointed Brevet 2d Licu-
tenant 1st Infantry, and served at Fort Crawford, Wis., and Fort
Snelling, Minn., until 1837. He was engaged in the Florida
War against the Seminole Indians, taking part in the battle of
Okee-cho-bee, Dec. 25, 1837.

He was. promoted 2nd Lieutenant 1st Infantry, June 30, 1835,
and 1st Lieutenant October 17, 1837, and resigned from the army
November 15, 1839,

After leaving the army Mr. Storer entered upon the occupation
of farmer at Gorham, Maine, where he remained until his death.

He never took any active part in political life, living very
quietly and winning the thorough respect of his acquaintances.

(Secretary of the Association.)

CHARLES C. PARSONS,
No. 1945. Crass oF 1861 (JUNE.)
Died Sept. 7th, 1878, at Memphis, Tenn., aged 4o.

Col. CaarLEs CARROLL Parsons was born in Elyria, Ohio, in
1838, his father and mother, Jonathan F. and Mary C. Parsons
having settled in Elyria as early as 1827. A few months after his
birth his father died, and from that time till he went to West
Point he was a member of the family of his mother’s brother, Dr.
Griswold of Elyria. He was educated at the public high school
in his native town, where his unusual mental capacity attracted
attention and is still remembered.

He was appointed a cadet, in 1857, by his cousin, Judge P. Bliss,
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then member of Congress from Ohio, and afterward Dean of Law
in the State University of Missouri, at Columbia, Mo. Heentered
the Military Academy in 1857, and graduated 13th in a large class
in June, 1861. ’

His character while a cadet is well remembered by many, and
was sufliciently marked to foreshadow and explain the remarkable
heroism of his after life. He was very affectionate to his friends;
kind and charitable to every one, particularly to any who had lost
the good will of their class: but very outspoken, and regardless
of public opinion, class or corps traditions and dictation, in his
uncompromising condemnation of whatever struck him as mean
or wrong.

An opportunity to render a service to any one, if it was spiced
with self-sacrifice, seemed to give him not pleasure only, but a
visible joy.

A further marked feature of his character was an occasional
peculiar exaltation of mind or spirit, connected with a romantic
enthusiasm for the profession of arms, which might make him
delight in leading or accompanying a forlorn hope, or doing any
act of great daring in a time of disaster or depression. He was
patient and persevering in his studies and work, nearly always
bright and happy, and beside other high mental endowments, had
rather remarkable literary abilities and attainments, much facility
of speech, and some power as an orator. '

Added to this he was witty, quick at repartee, and had a keen,
quick sense of theludicrous, which with his friendliness, and ster-
ling qualities, made him a welcome companion, and afavorite with
his class. ’

Many will remember the pleasure and amusement they have had
from Parsons’ speeches and other exercises, and how he sometimes
stirred deeper feelings by his oratory in the old Dialectic Society.

His character and heroism in after life, are a continuance and
development of his character while a cadet.

When he graduated, the war with the seceding States was already
begun ; all the cadets from the Southern States had already left
the Academy and gone to their homes ; the magnitude of the
coming struggle was evident to all, and so great was the demand
for officers, particularly for graduates of the Academy, that no
graduating leaves of absence were taken, and the whole class re-
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ported for duty in Washington the next morning after it was re-
lieved from West Point.

PArsoNs was commissioned Second Lieutenant in the Fourth
Artillery, June 24th, 1861 ; promoted to First Lieutenant on the
same day, and assigned to Battery “H.” He was engaged in
drilling volunteer troops in the vicinity of Washington until July
14th, when he joined the Army of West Virginia, and was actively
engaged with it till January 6th, 1862, when he was transferred to
the Army of the Ohio, took command of his Company (“H,”
Fourth Artillery) and served with the Army of the Ohio in the
campaigns in Tennessee and Mississippi till June 4th, 1862.

He was engaged in the movement to Nashville and Pittsburgh
Landing in Tennessee, during the months of February and April,
1862 ; in the battle of Shiloh, April yth, 1862 ; and in the advance
upon and siege of Corinth from April roth to May 3oth, 186z.

During this campaign his health broke down, and he was on
sick leave of absence from June 4th till July 15th, 1862. During
this term he was married to a very charming and beautiful young
lady—Miss Celia G. W. Lippett, of Brooklyn, N. Y., to whom he
had become engaged while a cadet.

Returning to duty, he arrived at Louisville, Ky., in July, 1362,
and found himself cut off from his command, which was at Nash-
ville, by the army of Gen. Bragg, then besieging Louisville. He
at once offered his services to the general commanding at Louis-
ville, and was engaged with the United States forces operating in
Kentucky, until October of that year, being in command of an
8-gun field battery manned by raw recruits from various Infantry
regiments of new levies of volunteers. In command of this bat-
tery he was engaged in the battle of Richmond, Ky., in the retreat
to Louisville in September, 1862, and in the battle of Perryville,
October 8th, 1862, and received the brevet of Captain for gallant
and meritorious services in the latter battle.

He rejoined, and took command of his battery (“M.,” Fourth
Artillery) at Nashville, October z1ist, 1862, and served with the
Armies of the Ohio and Cumberland till January roth, 1863.

He was engaged with his battery in the skirmishes at Stewart’s
Creek, and near Murfreesboro’, Tenn., December zgth and 3oth,
1862, and in the battle of Stone River, December 31st, 1862, to
January 2d, 1863.
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In the last battle he was in command of an 8-gun battery, made
up from his own (Battery “M ") and Battery “H,” Fourth Artil-
lery, both of which had been reduced by the hard fighting of the
previous few days, and he was breveted Major for gallant and
meritorious service in this battle.

His health broke down on these campaigns, and he was on sick
leave of absence from January roth to March 1oth, 1863, when,
being unable to return to dutyin the field, he was assigned to duty
as Principal Assistant Professor of Ethics and English studies at
the Military Academy, and remained on this duty till September,
1864. .

He was then in command of Battery “H,” Fourth Artillery
till May, 1865, on the staff of General Hazen, commanding 15th
Army Corps, until November, 1865.

He received the brevet of Lieutenant Colonel for gallant and
meritorious services during the war, and was promoted to be Cap-
tain in the Fourth Artillery July 28th, 1866.

After the war he served in command of his company at various
forts and posts in the Indian country and in the field, from No-
vember, 1866, till August, 1868, during which time he was on Gen.
Hancock’s Indian Expedition, as Chief of Artillery, March 22d to
May 15th, 1867. He returned to duty as Assistant Professor at
the Military Academy, August 18th, 1868, and remained on this
duty till he resigned his commission in the Army in 1870.

Of the many stories of Parsons’ gallant deeds during the war,
I have selected from record two, which not only illustrate his
character, but possess a kind of merit which should cause them
to be recorded as part of the history of the times to which they
belong.

When he arrived at Louisville in August, 1862, on his way to re-
join his battery at Nashville, he found the city besieged by the
Confederate General Bragg, and he could get no further. He at
once offered his services, and Gen. Terrill detailed zoo new recruits
from volunteer regiments of his brigade to report to Parsons.
With these men and his characteristic energy, he organized and
manned an 3-gun field battery, and in two weeks, with the little
drill and discipline he could give his men, took them into the bat-
tle of Perryville. Parsons’ deeds in this battle were told around
many fires, not only in our own, but in the enemy’s camps.
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The following account is taken from a letter from Major Hun-
tington, Fourth Artillery, who was cognizant of the facts:

“1It is hardly necessary to tell an artillery soldier that this bat-
tery, composed of infantrymen, and wholly wanting in drill of
any kind, being placed in a dangerous position, was lost. Called
upon to resist a furious charge of the enemy, in meeting which
Brig-Gen. Terrill, his brigade commander, and Brig-Gen. Jackson,
his division commander, were both killed almost at his side.
Parsons made an heroic defense. Forty of his men were killed
or wounded, and the rest driven back, leaving the guns unpro-
tected. Sword in hand, his face to the foe, Parsons stood by his
guns alone. The enemy was rapidly advancing upon him, but no
shot was fired at the one-man battery. At this moment his capture
seemed inevitable. Fortunately, Gen. McCook, who had observed
his conduct, which at first he could hardly comprehend, realized
that it was Parsons’ intention to stick to his guns to the end. So
soon as he had fully perceived this, Gen. McCook despatched a
huge cavalryman of approved strength and courage to the rescue,
and—absolutely dragged away in the arms of this giant, Parsons
left the field. Tam weaving no romance as I write this, for Gen.
McCook’s report distinctly says ‘that no blame should be attached
to Lieut. Parsons for the loss of his guns, which he onlyleft when
removed by force.””

The following account of the same incident is from one who
was in the enemy’s camp, and is taken from remarks made at a
meeting in Newark, N. J., upon a proposition to found a ‘“ Parsons
Scholarship at the University of the South.”

“Now, nearly twenty years ago, it was my fortune to follow the
column of General Bragg, who invaded Kentucky from the South.
One day, in the early Autumn, we met the army of General Buell
upon the field of Perryville. Fora whole day, the armies of the
North and South contended in vain for victory. That nightaswe
bivouacked in the neighborhood of Harrodsburgh, we told and
heard strange stories around the camp fires. Among others, was
an incident relative to the bravery and heroism of Col. Parsons,
of the United States Artillery.

“Parsons’ Battery had been well-known to us by hearsay; but
that day was the last of it. The story as related that night was,
that this officer held a position in the center of the line of battle,
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did fearful execution with his guns, and sustained fearful loss. As
the Confederate line, towards the close of the day, swept up to
the crest of the hill which his battery occupied, in a victorious
charge, he only, and one non-commissioned officer were left at the
guns. As though appreciating that there was no hope of life, the
point of his uplifted sword descended to the ground before the
levelled muskets of the enemy, and he came to the position of
‘parade rest’ beside one of his pieces, as if to say, it were the
same to him to die upon the field of Perryville, as to play soldier
upon the plain of West Point. His bravery was seen and appre-
ciated by a Captain in the Confederate ranks, and the muskets of
those who were ready to fire upon this single officer were struck
up by his sword, with the exclamation ¢ That man is too brave to
be killed.” In the confusion of a drawn battle, the Colonel and
his Sergeant made good their retreat.

¢ Little did I think that it would ever be my good fortune to
meet the man of whom I heard this story that night. But years
rolled on. Thethundersof war had ceased. Both of ushad been
ordained to the sacred ministry of Christ. Men of the North and
the South had begun to forget the bitterness of the past, and,
strange to tell, Col. Parsons and I were called to minister in
churches in the same Northern city. Often did we meet and talk
over these by-gone scenes of war and strife, and a feeling of
friendship and admiration for the man sprang up within me that
death only can efface. 1 soon learned that his bravery was far
surpassed by his genial courtesy, and Christian grace. Wherever
sorrow or sickness were felt, there was he a comforter, or even as
nurse. I have heard of his spending days with those laid low by
contagious fevers. I have heard of him in the pest-house of our
county institutions.”

Although Parsons’ captured guns were left on the field by the
Confederates, and were afterwards recovered by the Federal
troops, their loss on the battle-field so preyed upon his sensitive
nature that he longed for some opportunity to wipe out what he
thought was a disgrace. The fortune of war soon gave him this,
After Bragg’s retreat, Parsons rejoined his command, and in a
few weeks was in command of an 8-gun battery, made up from
Batteries “M " and “H,” of the Fourth Artillery, on the bloody and
stubbornly-contested battle-field of Stone River {(Murfreesboro).
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He was on the right of Palmer’s Division, which occupied the
Federal left, across the Nashville road and railroad. On the 31st
of December the enemy’s concentrated forces had gradually
forced back the Federal right, the long and stubborn resistance
of Sheridan and Negley in the center had been exhausted, and
this part of the line was forced back also, till towards 10 o’clock.
Parsons’ battery was at the apex of the bent or broken line in
the edge of the cedar wood; and against this angle came the
fierce attack of Polk’s fresh troops. Parsons was obliged to
withhold his fire until some retiring troops uncovered his guns,
and then met the enemy’s advancing lines with a simultaneous
discharge of shell from his whole eight guns at close range.
The enemy’s advance was stopped, and from that time till dark
Parsons fought his battery at this angle of the Union line, repel-
ling six distinct charges of the enemy’s troops, much of the time
under musketry fire, with prolonges fixed, determined to save his
guns from the disaster which had befallen them at Perryville,
and yet without falling back. So long as stories of the war are
told around American firesides, the terrible and gallant fighting
along the broken center of our line at Murfreesboro will receive
its need of praise. It won for Parsons the brevet of Major, and
the following notice from Gen. Rosencranz in his report:

“Lieutenant Parsons, commanding Companies ‘H’ and ‘M,
Fourth United States Artillery, in the battle of Stone River, has
always managed to get under the heaviest fire. He was in the
affair at Cotton Hill, in Western Virginia, and at Shiloh in Men-
derhall’s battery, which was specially mentioned in General Crit-
tenden’s report. At Perryville he behaved like a hero. His
battery was specially distinguished in the battle of Stone River,
on the day of the 31st of December, and on the morning of the
2d of January. He is respectfully recommended for a Major’s
brevet.”

A meager sketch has already been given of the remainder of
Parsons’ army life, till his resignation in 1870, when he became a
clergyman in the Episcopal Church. Noordinary motive could
have induced him to make so violent a change in his life, and
his conversations and letters at the time show how strong a love
he had for his comrades and army friends, and for his old pro-
fession. DBut there seems to have been no hesitation or struggle
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about giving up all he had gained and prized so highly. His let-
ters show that after much thought he concluded, fully and simply,
that it was his duty; and that he then made the change, quietly
resigning his commission, without any hesitation or holding
back, and that he entered upon his new profession with the
same contented hope and exultation of mind that had always
characterized his actions. He had met and formed a close friend-
ship with Bishop Quintard, of Tennessee, in 1868, and it is
known that the Bishop’s influence had much to do in causing him
to decide upon the change.

He was ordained as a deacon in the Episcopal Church in St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Memphis, Tenn., in 1870, and again as priest a
few months afterwards at the same place. Both offices were per-
formed by his friend Bishop Quintard. He was rector of the
Church of the Good Shepherd, in Memphis, a short time; then of
St. Mary’s, at Cold Spring, N. Y, for several years, and then of the
Stevens’ Memorial Church, in Hoboken, N. J. Hiswife died while
he was at Hoboken, and his grief led him to resign his charge
there, and go back to Memphis, where he remained as rector of
Grace Church until his death.

The terrible pestilence of 1878, when it reached Memphis, found
Parsons quietly at his work. Any one that had ever known him
would know very well what he would do at such a time. His let-
ters not only show that he had no thought of going away, no
thought of any merit in staying, or of the dangers he encount-
ered or the heroism he displayed, but that he took up the hard
work that had fallen to him with a kind of cheerful joy pecu-
liar to him; feeling it a privilege to be allowed to do good to
his fellowmen and bear hardship in doing it.

He had been married again about a year before to Miss Mag-
gie Britton, of Mississippi. IHe at once sent his young wife,
with his two children, to her old home, there to endure the, per-
haps, more painful service of those who watch and wait, while
he remained to live with a more remorseless foe than any he
had met in battle All through the long, weary months, in that
grief-stricken city, that so tried men’s love for their fellowmen
and their faith in their God, Parsons went on in a noble, uncon-
scious heroism, ministering both as clergyman and nurse to
strangers and friends alike, bearing in his sensitive nature the




ANNUAL REUNION, JUNE 1z, 1879. 37

sufferings of those he succored, until he met his death, cheerful
and happy in that also, as he had been in doing his work. A
few hours before, when he was first told that he had finished his
fight, his answer was he trusted he had done his duty.

His was certainly a noble life, and no part of it exhibited a
higher nobility than the last two months.

He died September 6th, 1878. He has left two sons, living
with his wife in Mississippi.

Reviewing all his endearing qualities of mind and heart, all
his heroism, and his labors, and sacrifices for his country and
his fellowmen, perhaps no better epitaph can be written to his
memory than

“HE DID HIS DUTY FOR DUTY’S SAKE.”

(D. W. Flagler, Brevet Col. U. S. 4.)

MONROE P. THORINGTON.
No. 2,673. Crass oF 1877.
Died, Sept. 1oth, 1878, at Ft. Keogh, M. T., aged 23.

Moxror P. THoOrRINGTON was born in Davenport, lowa, 17th
December, 1834, and was the eldest son of the Hon. James
Thorington, formerly a Member of Congress from that State,
and for a number of years past the U. S. Consul at Colon-
Aspinwall, South America.

Young Thorington entered the Military Academy in 1873,
was graduated in June, 1377, and commissioned Second Lieuten-
ant 5th Regiment of Infantry.

Having been selected as Assistant Instructor of Tactics at the
Military Academy immediately after his appointment in the
army, he only joined his regiment at Fort Keogh, Montana, a
few months prior to his death.

He was detailed for “engineer duty” and ordered to accom-
pany an expedition which was sent to the Little Missouri in
August of last year; while on this duty he was taken ill with
malarial fever, from which he died September roth, 1878.
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Lieutenant Thorington endeared himself to all with whom he
came in contact by his singularly pure life, his modest and gen-
tlemanly manners, and his noble principles.

(Maj. R. F. O Beirne.)

WILLIAM H. LEWIS.
No. 1,421. Crass OF 1849.

Died Sept. 28th, 1878, en route to Fort Wallace, Kan., of wounds
received in action with hostile Indians, aged 48.

Lt.-Col. WrLi1am H.LEWIs was born in Alabama,where his parents
then resided, in January, 1830. However, he was appointed a
cadet to the U. S. Military Academy from the State of New York,
whither his mother had removed after the death of his father.

When admitted to the Academy in 1845, young Lewis was but
fifteen years and six months old. He had a slender figure, gentle,
modest, retiring manners; and unobtrusively, quietly and success-
fully attended tohis many duties. He wasgraduated, July 1st, 1849,
standing fifteenth in a class of forty-three members.

Cadet Lewis was assigned to the 4th Infantry as a Brevet Second
Lieutenant, but in the October following he was promoted a Second
Lieutenant in the sth U.S. Infantry, then stationed in Texas. He
served upon that frontier until 1853, in which year he was detailed
as an Assistant Instructor of Tactics at the Military Academy.
In August, of the year following, having been selected as Adju-
tant of his regiment, he joined it and went to Florida, serving
there during an outbreak of the Seminole Indians. His next active
duty was with the “Utah -Expedition,” under Col. Albert Sidney
Johnson. The eventful year of 186o found Lieutenant Lewis
engaged in the “Navajoe Expedition.” He received his pro-
motion of Captain in the 5th Infantry in 1861, and was made
Major of the 18th Infantry in 1864. During the war of the
Rebellion, Col. Lewis was stationed in New Mexico. He was
breveted for gallant conduct at the battle of Peralta. In 1866
he was transferred to the 36th U. S. Infantry, and in 1869 to the 7th,
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and after that regiment was sent to Dakota, Major-General Han-
cock selected him as his Inspector-General, where he remained
until promoted to Lieut.-Col. of the 1gth, when, upon joining his
regiment, he was given command of a post in the Department of
the Missouri. “He was most highly esteemed by General Han-
cock "—in the language of a distinguished member of his staff—
“no officer in the army more so—as well for his sterling character
as an accomplished, intrepid, and rugged soldier, as for his genial
qualities as a comrade and gentleman, which endeared him to the
whole service.”

Col. Lewis was an officer of great frontier experience, and had
a varied knowledge of the best methods of the administration
and management of frontier posts, which rendered his services
peculiarly valuable in the position of Inspector, as well as in that
of Post Commander.

At the time of the recent outbreak of the Cheyennes he com-
manded Fort Dodge, and hastily took the field with a small
force in pursuit of the hostiles; being mortally wounded in a
skirmish with these Indians about ninety miles from Fort Wal-
lace while gallantly setting an example to the men of his com-
mand, by exposing his person on horseback to the direct fire of
the Indians in rifle-pits at easy range. He continued mounted
until just before he was struck by a bullet, which severed the
femoral artery and led to his death while being conveyed in an
ambulance to Fort Wallace on the following night, namely, the
28th of September, 1878.

Col. Lewis was in the prime of life; he had developed into a
man, physically of large stature, of pleasing address, of a genial
and happy nature. In the language of his Department Com-
mander “He was an officer of calm and deliberate judgment,
courteous and refined in bearing, active, firm, and upright in the
discharge of every duty.” He has given to his brother officers a
chivalric example of noble -conduct,

¢ Whom neither shape of danger can dismay
Nor thought of tender happiness betray,”

and to his country a valuable and unblemished life. It is very
difficult, indeed, to speak briefly and dispassionately of the death
of one so full of goodly promise and of all the powers of per-
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fected and glorious manhood—so suddenly stricken down in a
doubtful conflict, ¢ of the nature of a forlorn hope” (as the Lieut.-
Gen’l has strongly characterized it), in a battle with no * supports”
Jollowing, and no country’s gratitude to heap honor on her dead ;
but (if I may be permitted to speak for them) we, his classmates
of 49, will lay a laurel on the grave of Col. W. H. Lewis, and
willingly testify that not one more worthy to be honored has
been, or will be, thus sadly decorated by them for many a past
or coming year.

¢ Who, whether praise of him must walk the earth
Forever, and to noble deeds give birth ;
Or he must fall and sleep without his fame,
And leave a dead, unprofitable name ;
Tinds comfort in himself and in his cause;
And while the mortal mist is gathering, draws
His breath in confidence of Heaven’s applause—
This is the happy warrior, this is he,
Whom every man in arms should wish to be.”

(Gen. S. B. Holabird.)

JAMES GREEN MARTIN.
No. 1030. Crass or 1840.

Died at Ashville, N. C., October 4th, 1878, aged 59.

General JaMes GREEN MARTIN was born at Elizabeth City, North
Carolina, February 14th, 1809, entered the U. S. Military Academy
as cadetin 1836, graduated in 1840, and immediately thereafter was
commissioned by President Van Buren as Second Lieutenant, First
Artillery. Served with this rank until the outbreak of the Mexi-
can war, when, advanced one grade, he fought as First Lieu-
tenant of Light Battery “ K’ through the battles of Monterey,
Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Contreras and Churubusco, in which
last affair, August 2oth, 1847, he lost his sabre arm. Meantime,
he had been commissioned by President Polk (August 5th, 1847)
Captain of Staff and Assistant Quartermaster, and then, disabled
by his severe wound from further service in Mexico, was ordered
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to the Atlantic sea-board, receiving the brevet of Major for
‘““gallant and meritorious conduct in the battles of Contreras and
Churubusco.”

The outbreak of the great war of the rebellion found Major
Martin on duty as Quartermaster at the post of Fort Riley,
Kansas, and when the ordinance of secession was passed by the
legislature of North Carolina, he resigned his commission in the
army, and offered his services to his native state.

The fatal step which severed, once and for all, his connection
with the flag under which he had so gallantly fought, and whose
folds had o’ershadowed him during the best years of his life, was
taken with sad misgiving and reluctant mind. Few men in the
old army had firmer friends or more of them, few officers were
more thoroughly trusted by superiors, or respected by those below
them in rank, few soldiers had stronger ties to bind them to loyalty
to the General Government, or higher inducements to remain
staunch to their allegiance. The highest names in the Departments
of War and State bade him stand firm. But Martin’s own people
were Southern throughout ; his property was even then shrinking
under the baleful shadow of the banner of rebellion, and at the
last moment, influenced by we know not what further considera-
tion, he drifted into the whirlpool in which so many lives, names
and fortunes were engulfed, and took up arms against the govern-
ment he was pledged to support.

A soldier’s record of a soldier’s career can deny an enemy none
of the meed of praise his valor has won or his talents have
exacted. Martin’s vigorous performance of the duties of Adju-
tant-General of North Carolina, his superhuman exertions in
the labor of clothing and equipping the troops of hisimpoverished
State, and finally, the brilliant handling of his brigade, often
spoken of as the best disciplined of Lee’s army, have long been
matters of universal comment and unstinted praise where
North Carolina soldiers were gathered. “North Carolina,” said
General Lee, “will never know how much it owes to General
Martin.”

The close of the fierce struggle of the war found him command-
ing the district of Western North Carolina and South-western
Virginia, broken in health, politically and financially well nigh
ruined, with the whole battle of life to begin over again, a family
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to educate and support, and nothing in the world but idomitable
pluck and the unswerving devotion of a noble wife to assist him.
He had ever been a man of strong religious convictions; and faith
and prayer, as he put his shoulder to the wheel, were his standbys
now. He lost no time in studying law, and was rewarded by a
speedy call to the bar. Settling in the pretty town of Asheville,
among the mountains near the Tennessee line, he went sturdily
to work to rebuild his shattered fortunes; and to this period of
his stern life those who knew and honored him look with especial
pride. Little by little, peace, comfort and content were won
back to his modest homestead, and then, as the rugged soldier’s
frame began to yield to the long continued buffets of life, the
ceaseless pangs of his old wound, the dreary exposure of his
Virginia campaigns, and the sleepless study and exertion de-
manded in his advanced age, the faithful father saw his task
accomplished, and humbly laid his life’s record at the feet of Him
who had been his life’s reverence.

General Martin died on the 4th of October, 1878, at his home
in Asheville, N. C,, in the sixtieth year of his age. A man of
spotless honor ; a devoted husband and father; a stern disciplin-
arian and gallant soldier ; an unswerving christian. Wheresoever
it might please God to call him, throughout his life “he bore
without abuse the grand old name of gentleman.”

(Charles King, Capt. U. S. A.)

GEORGE A. GORDON.
No. 1660. Crass oF 1854.

Died October 26th, 1878, at Washington, D. C., aged 45.

~ Colonel GEorGE A. GorDON was born in Virginia A. D. 1833,
and graduated at the Military Academy in 1854. He was ap-
pointed to a Second Lieutenantcy, by brevet, in the artillery, and,
after promotion to a Second Lieutenant in the 2d Artillery, was
transferred, at his own request, to the 2d Dragoons, which regi-
ment he joined in 1855.
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He served with his regiment during the Kansas disturbances,
and in 1857-8 in the campaign against the Mormons. He re-
mained in Utah with his regiment, making scouts and conducting
marches in protection of immigrants, until August, 1861, when
the regiment returned to the States to take part in the war of
the Rebellion.

The following extract from the order of the commanding
officer of his regiment announcing Colonel Gordon’s death, gives
a succinct history of his military career during the civil war: “In
1861 he marched with his regiment from Fort Crittenden, Utah,
to Washington, to take part in the war of the Rebellion against
the seceding States, serving continuously in various positions of
trust, until the surrender of the Confederate army of Northern
Virginia, at Appomatox C. H. in 1865. He was promoted to a
Captaincy in 1861, and breveted a Major for ¢ gallant and merito-
rious services’ in the battle of New Bridge, Va., in 1862. He
took part, either as a regimental commander or staff officer, in
almost all the important battles of the Army of the Potomac, on
the Peninsula, and in the Maryland and Pennsylvania campaigns;
in all of which he received distinguished mention for gallant
conduct. He also served with the cavalry during the operations
under General Sheridan with the Army of the Potomac, and in the
valley of the Shenandoah, receiving the brevet of Lt.-Col. for
gallant conduct at the battle of Trevilian Station.

* After the surrender of Lee’s army, he was detailed for special
service with the cavalry expedition in the trans-Mississippi cam-
paign, receiving the appointment of Inspector General of the
cavalry in Texas. After the war he received his promotion as
Major of Cavalry, serving with credit at all his stations until a
short month before his untimely death.”

When the writer of this joined his regiment in Utah in 1860, he'
reported for duty in the company commanded by the subject of
this sketch. Gordon was then what he continued to be until his
fatal disease found him at his post of duty, a faithful, zealous,
thorough soldier. :

Those were the last of the “palmy days” of the “old Second
Dragoons.” Our regimental commander was General Philip St.
Geo. Cooke, who had gathered substantial honors as a soldier long
before, and added to them afterwards in the war. He com-
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manded the Department of Utah. Buford was our squadron
commander—that hero, whose purity and honor as a soldier, and
ability and bravery as a leader, will make his memory cherished
by the generations to come. Then there was Saunders, who
afterward fell, the hero of the day, at Knoxville and Villipigue,
who reluctantly went South, and finally died for the “lost cause.”
Also, John Green, now Major of the First Cavalry, and Beverly
Robertson, who rose to the position of Major-General in the
Southern cavalry. Battery “B,” of the Fourth Artillery, were
our near neighbors at Fort Crittenden, with the talented and
gallant Gibbon its Captain, and for Lieutenants, Stephen Weed
and Frank Beach, both of whom have since gone, young in years
but full of honors, to the other world.

And of all those close friendships, how dear to each of us was
that with Gordon? ¢ Jake’ Gordon, as his genial, jolly, reckless
adventures caused him to be called. His stories, songs and jokes
were the life of our circle. We never tired of them. His manner
of relating a reminiscence was irresistable. While he violated
the rule that a good story teller should never laugh at his own
jests, Gordon added to the zest of his by joining in and leading
the laugh. His merriment was infectious; his sense of the ridic-
ulous was irresistable, and he never grew dull or tedious.

Yet with all his disposition to levity and fun, Gordon was one
of the best officers in his command. He never neglected a duty.
Early and late, in my experience, I found him attending to his
work. FHe was an authority on any point in tactics, regulations
or military law. He made it a point to learn what he did not
know, to unravel what was mixed and intricate, and he was never
wrong on a mooted point, or ignorant on one of importance con-
nected with his profession. His popularity was a surprise to
strangers, for he made no effort to make friends ; but to those
who knew him well, the affection he elicited on every hand was
natural, and caused no remark save that it was universal.

During the war Gordon was among the most excellent cav-
alry officers. Born in the South and receiving his early education
under Southern auspices, in the times before the war, he natur-
ally leaned to Southern ideas and took Southern views in abstract
discussions of political questions. But when the first blow of the
war was struck he chose his side without hesitation, and adhered
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to it with a loyalty and warmth, which, if it was not confined to
our Southern-born officers, was certainly pre-eminent among
them, harrassed as they were, in most instances, by the importu-
nities of friends in the South who sought to win them to the
other side.

Our command was kept in Utah until August, 1861. I can
recall how all chafed at the delay in our orders for active service
against the rebellious States. But it was before the railways and
telegraph lines had reached those then distant frontiers, and the
mails were slow and uncertain. We reached Washington in
October, 1861, and at once commenced organizing and drilling
with the Army of the Potomac. Many a young cavalry officer
in the regular brigade can trace his early knowledge and skill
in his profession to the example, advice, and admonition of Gor-
don, who, at that time, was first squadron Captain present with
the 2d Dragoons.

Thus the great events of the war hurried on, so that in look-
ing back at them they seem a vast dream—bright and vivid in
parts, dark and indistinct in others—we see the brave young sol-
dier, up in the thick of the fight, on the dreary march or cheerless
bivouac, always resolute and in earnest, though cheerful and
light-hearted —the model cavalry soldier, who, if his character had
been supplemented by a strong constitution, would have gained
a solid world-wide glory, such as he had among his friends. But
after all, it is scarcely a question if his is not the better fortune.

«If He, who doth in secret see,
Approve our work, small need have we
Of earthly fame or culogy.”

Measured by the rule of the Great Master, Gordon’s works were,
no doubt, pronounced good. In all his stories there was nothing
low or demoralizing, in his many songs there was nothing ribald
or objectionable. In his social relations he was honest and faith-
ful; he never volunteered an unkind remark, nor did an ungener-
ous action toward any man.

During his entire life, after entering the army, he made
monthly contributions to the support of a widowed sister and
her little ones, whose husband and father had lost his life in an-
other branch of the service; and after his marriage, a few years
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since, to an estimable lady—the daughter of a naval officer—he
developed new virtues in the domestic circle, which served to
round out and complete the charm of a character which had so
few defects.

(Brevet Maj.-General Wesley Merritt.)

HORACE BLISS.
No. zgo. Crass oF 18zz.
Died, Nov. 7th, 1878, at Baltimore, Md., aged 76.

Horacr Buiss was born, May 24th, 1802, in the old town of
Haverhill, New Hampshire, which overlooks the upper Connecti-
cut valley, commanding a view of scenery very picturesque and
lovely. This early association, no doubt, formed his taste for
mountain scenery, which he loved all his life. Horace was the
youngest child, and spent his school-boy days at home until he
entered the Military Academy at West Point at the age of six-
teen, where he displayed great aptness for mathematical and
other scientific studies, and for military drill and tactics. Before
he graduated he was considered one of the best drill officers at
the post,and “ handled " the corps of cadets in battalion maneuvers
with an ease and skill which excited the admiration of all be-
holders. His personal bearing on drill was a model of grace and
military dignity.

Upon his graduation he was assigned to the 4th Artillery, and
-served in that regiment as Second and First Lieutenant until his
resignation June r1oth, 1836. His principal stations were St.
Augustine, Florida; Savannah, Ga.; Ft. Columbus, N. Y., and Ft.
McHenry, Md.; he was also twice on ordnance duty, once on
engineer duty, and for six months Assistant Instructor of Infantry
Tactics at the Military Academy.

After his resignation he became Assistant Engineer of the
Baltimore & Susquehanna R. R., and later was in the service of
the U. S. as Civil Engineer in 1838-39, and again in 1843.

He was Assistant Engineer of the Ohio R. R. in 1845, of the
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Columbia & Greenville (S. C.) R. R,, 1847-51, and Chief Engineer
of the Delaware R. R.in 1852.

In 1853 he went to South America as Engineer of the Govern-
ment of Chili, in charge of public works, and remained there
until 1857, when he returned to Baltimore, where he resided
until his death.

In every relation to society and in private life Mr. Bliss dis-
charged every duty with scrupulous fidelity. His extreme purity
of character was never tarnished by any spot or blemish of
equivocal dealing. He was ever just, generous, and kind to those
who appealed to his sympathies, and his friendships were strong
and lasting.

He died a sincere and practical Christian on the 7th November,
1878, in Baltimore, after having received the communion on his
sick bed, twice in one week, from Rev. A. M. Randolph; the last
time he expired in peace just as the prayers were ended.

(A West Point Classmate.)

ROBERT C. BUCHANAN.
No. 617. CrLass oF 1830.
Died, Nov. 2gth, 1878, at Washington, D. C., aged 67.

Roerrt C. BucEanaN, Colenel on the retired list and Brevet
Major-General* U. S. A., died at Washington, D. C., November
z9th, 1878, aged 67. He was a distinguished officer of high
character, and it is proper that some record should be made in
these pages of his career.

He graduated at West Point 1st July, 1830, appointed Brevet
Second Lieutenant in 4th Infantry, in which regiment he hap-
pened to remain until promoted through all the grades to Col-
onel of 1st Infantry, 8th February, 1864. He was First Lieuten-
ant, March 16th, 1836; Captain 4th Infantry, November 1st, 1838;
Major 4th Infantry, February 3d, 18s5; Lieut.-Colonel 4th In-
fantry, September gth, 1861.

In Indian wars he commanded the gunboats on the Wisconsin
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river, in the Black Hawk war, during the battle of Bad Axe river,
August 2d, 1832. In the Florida war he was in the skirmishes
at Camp Izard in Feb,, 1836 (Adjt. 4th Infantry); at the combat
at Oloklihaha, March 3ist, 1836; at battle of Okeechobee, Dec.
25th, 1838. He commanded in several scouts against the Rogue
River Indians, in Southern Oregon, in 1856, which terminated in
their successful removal to northern reservations west of the
Willamette valley.

His brevet commissions, all for gallant and meritorious serv-
ices, were as follows: Brevet Major, May gth, 1846, for battle of
Palo Alto and Resaca-de-la-Palma; Brevet Lieut.-Col., Sept. 8th,
1847, for Molino-del-Rey; Brevet Colonel, June 27th, 1862, for
battle of Gaines’ Mill, Va.; Brevet Brig.-General, March 13th,
1865, for battle of Malvern Hill; and Brevet Maj.-Gen., for bat.
tles of Manassas and Fredericksburg, This last brevet was for
gallant and distinguished services.

His volunteer commissions were as follows: After the battle
ot Mouterey, in which he was engaged with the 4th Infantry, he
was made Lieut.-Colonel Battalion of D. C. Volunteers, Nov.,
1346, Major W. H. Watson, the former commander, having been
killed in that battle; Brig.-General United States Volunteers,
November 2z9th, 1862,

He was with the Army of the Potomac throughout the penin-
sular campaign ; was in the battles of second Manassas and
Antietam. He never failed in any battle in whichhe was engaged;
and was ever distinguished for his coolness, skill, and gallantry.

General Buchanan had a very important command in New
Orleans, from the 2d of March, 1868, to the 31st March, 1869. He
was relieved Sept. 15th, 1868, by General Rousseau, as Command-
ing General of the Fifth Military District, he returning to the
command of the District of Louisiana.

He was in command there in very troublous times, when it was
extremely difficult, during the period of reconstruction, to pre-
serve the peace. Even after it was supposed that reconstruction
was entirely accomplished, the antagonistic and tangled elements
of discord and disaffection have often placed the military com-
mander in New Orleans in a very trying position,

Prior to the election of April 17th, 1868, threats of violence
and bloodshed were rife in New Orleans, and General Buchanan
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issued his orders of April 14th (see Appleton’s Annual for 1868,
page 433), stating that the sheriffs “are armed with ample
authority for the preservation of good order at the polls, and it
is expected that they will exercise it fully but kindly, and thus
secure a quiet election.”

Fortunately the precautions taken were successful, and the
election passed off without any serious disturbance. But on the
convening of the Legislature, on 1st July, a new complication
arose on the question of who should be admitted to seats, and
the whole community was convulsed and bloodshed threatened.

But, after the admission of the Democratic members (whom it
had been attempted to exclude by requiring a test oath), the 14th
Amendment to the Constitution was adopted, which paved the
way, under the Act of Congress of June 25th, 1868, for the restora-
tion of Louisiana to her place in the Union.

On the 13th of July, General Buchanan had the agreeable duty
to perform of announcing “to the people of the State and to the
troops under his command, that the provisions of the reconstruc-
tion acts of Congress cease to operate in Louisiana from this date.
Military authority will no longer be exercised under the recon-
struction acts in said State, and all officers commanding posts or
detachments are forbidden to interfere in civil affairs, unless upon
a proper application by the civil authorities to preserve the
peace, or under instructions duly received from the command-
ing general of the district. Military law no longer exists, the
civil law is supreme.”

Those who have known General Buchanan can well imagine
the great satisfaction with which he published this order. His
first station on graduating in 1830, at West Point, was at Baton
Rouge, La., and he was stationed in or near Louisiana for nearly
eighteen years. During the Florida and Mexican wars he was
often brought in contact with New Orleans, and had an intimate
knowledge of the people and of their wants.

It is easy to conceive the great satisfaction with which he
added to this order of July r3th, 1868, the following words:
“ Peace and quiet marked the late election, showing the softening
influences of mutual forbearance. Should such forbearance ani-
mate the councils of the State, the era of kind feeling will return,
and the highest prosperity of the people will be attained.
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“That this may be the result under the guidance of a merciful
Providence, is his devout and earnest prayer. May her restora-
tion to the benefits of our beloved Union mark the commence-
ment of a new era of prosperity and happiness for her people.”

General Buchanan had also the gratification of seeing the Presi-
dential election in November pass at New Orleans without any
disturbance. General Rousseau had, by that date, relieved him in
command of the Fifth Military District (including the States of
Louisiana and Texas), leaving him in command of the District of
Louisiana. General Rousseau, in his official reports, highly com-
mended the prudent and firm manner in which General Buchanan
had performed his duties. And a telegram was received by him
from the Headquarters of the Army, stating that his “action had
been entirely approved and was satisfactory.” This last fact is
communicated to me in a letter from Brevet Brig.-Gen. T. H.
Neill, of May 6th, 1879, who was an officer on General Buchanan’s
staff during his command in New Orleans.

Any impression of disapproval at Washington may have been
due to the fact of General Rousseau’s being sent to command
the Fifth Military District. But this doubtless grew out of the
necessity of giving Rousseau (a newly-appointed Brigadier-Gen-
eral) some command suitable to his rank, and not from any dis-
approval of the management of his predecessor.

General Neill uses very decided language of commendation of
the conduct of affairs in Louisiana by General Buchanan We
quote the following from his letter:

“As Asst. Adjutant-General of the Department, it was my
good fortune to be closely associated with General Buchanan dur-
ing the whole of the time he was in command at New Orleans,
La. His course was strongly characterized by wisdom, firmness,
and moderation, under the most trying and difficult circum-
stances by which a Department Commander has ever been placed
since the war.

“On the meeting of the Legislature, anticipating trouble
and bloodshed, by his strong and manly and prompt action, I
believe he saved the city of New Orleans from a massacre.

“I do not know any officer of the army whose personal and offi-
cial integrity, whose impartial discharge of the very delicate and
highly responsible duties of his post, stands higher than that of
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Robert C. Buchanan. He was the very soul of honor, and one of
the first soldiers under whom I served.

“I cannot find words to express my admiration of Buchanan,
on account of the remarkable coolness, good sense, and sound
judgment which he always displayed under the most exciting
scenes when grave issues were at stake.

“ Qur country has never given him the credit which he deserves
for the great success which he achieved in the prevention of
bloodshed and preserving the peace, whilst the city of New Or-
leans was seething with disloyalty, riot, and threatened bloodshed.”

General Buchanan was strong in his religious convictions, and
was a devout communicant of the Episcopal Church, attending
the Church of theIncarnation, where the funeral services were con-
ducted, and the remains were laid by the side of his mother at
the beautiful Rock Creek Cemetery. His mother was a Miss
Johnson, of Maryland, a sister of Mrs. John Quincy Adams.

The following are the tributes of the press to his character a
few days after his death. They are quoted as being just and
pertinent, and are the impartial verdict of his contemporaries.
The last extract is from the drmy and Navy Journal:

“ General Buchanan was an officer of great ability and inflexi-
ble integrity of character; just, dignified, and courteous in his
demeanor, and proverbially chivalrous in all his dealings with
mankind. General Buchanan was born in Maryland, of the dis-
tinguished family of that name, which has been so prominently
identified with the military and naval service of the country.

“He has been in active continuous service, with great credit
to himself and honor to the country, from the time of graduat-
ing from the Military Academy to the time of his retirement.
General Buchanan was a model of the stern, incorruptible, just
soldier, whose whole life was bound up in the requirements of his
duty to his country and his fellowman. The news of his death
is heard with universal regret.”—| Washington Post, Nov. 30, 1878.]

“Thus has passed away one more of the old army, who had no
superior for personal gallantry, courtly bearing, and perfect
integrity. His service in the army was long and honorable. He
was a strict disciplinarian, but always just. During the Mexican
war he was considered as among the most prominent of those of
his grade.
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“Soon after the close of the Mexican war, and while General
Buchanan was still a Captain, a vacancy occurred in the Inspector-
General’s Department. It was hard to decide between Buchanan
and Col. Duncan as to who should get what was then considered
the best appointment in the army, but the latter carried off the
prize. Job Duncan, as he was familiarly called, had no superior
either in his own or any other grade in the army, and the friends
of both the competitors were satisfied. Duncan lived but a few
months after his promotion, while nearly thirty years more were
allotted to his friendly rival.”

(Beny. Alvord.)

SETH M. CAPRON.
No. 278. Crass oF 1821.
Died at Walden, Orange Co., N. Y., Nov. 3oth, 1878, aged 78.

Mr, Seru M. CarroN was the son of Dr. Seth Capron, of Cumi-
berland, Rhode Island, where he was born in 1799. When he was
six years old, his father removed to Whitesboro, N. Y. He was
appointed to the Military Academy from this district in 1817, and
was graduated in 1821, and on the 1st of July of that year was
promoted Second Lieutenant, sth Infantry. He served on frontier
duty at Forts Edwards and Armstrong, Ills, and. Fort St. An-
thony, Minn, until 1823 ; on recruiting service 18234, and at the
Military Academy, 1824-35, as Assistant Instructor of Infantry
Tactics. Topographical duty from 29th May, 1825, to Dec. 26th,
1826 ; and on commissary duty at Cincinnati, 1826~7. He was
promoted First Lieutenant sth Infantry, 21st Oct., 1826.

He resigned from the army on the 3ist of May, 1827. He was
induced to take this step in order to go into business with his
father-in-law, the late Mr. Scofield, of Waldon, Orange Co., N. Y.,
to which place his father, Dr. Capron, had removed, while his son
was a member of the Military Academy. The firm of Scofield,
Capron & Co. had large woolen factories in the village of Walden,
and for many years it was widely known as one of the most hon-
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orable and successful in the State of New York. If not the
founders of the village of Waldon, they were the chief contribu-
tors to its prosperity and growth. Here Mr. Capron continued to
reside, pursuing the “even tenor of his way,” winning the respect
and confidence of the whole community, until his sudden and
lamented decease. Mr. Capron had no taste for political life, and
he never sought office ; but he was called upon to fill various im-
portant trusts, and the fidelity with which he discharged the
duties incident to them is attested by the resolutions passed by
the various bodies with which he was connected, when the tidings
of his death reached them. :

The Directors of the Waldon National Bank say: “That we
have met an irreparable loss, deprived, as we shall be, of his always
valuable counsel and assistance, especially useful in all matters
requiring mature and sound judgment, and executive ability;
that the memory of his character, harsh to none, genial to all,
inflexibly honest in all things, is one of the richest legacies he has
left to his survivors.” He died very suddenly, while sitting in his
chair, having been, apparently, in his usual health up to the moment
of his death.

(Professor Forsyth.)

ISRAEL CARLE WOODRUFF.
No. 871. Crass or 18306.

Died, December 1oth, 1878, at Tompkinsville, Staten Island, N. Y.,
aged 63.

Brevet Brig.-Gen. I. CarLe WOODRUFT, Colonel of Engineers,
U. S. Army, was born in Ewing, New Jersey, August 22d, 1815.
His father was a physician of Trenton, N. J, and his grandfather
held the office of Attorney General of that State, for twenty-four
years. ‘

Carle Woodruff was appointed a cadet in July, 1832, graduated
in 1836, and was assigned to the 3d Regiment of Artillery, as
Brevet Second Lieutenant. His first duty as an officer was as
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Assistant Professor of Military and Civil Engineering at the U. S.
Military Academy, from November, 1836, to July, 1838, when he
was transferred to the Corps of Topographical Engineers as Sec-
ond Lieutenant, and assigned to duty as assistant in the improve-
ment of the harbors of Lake Erie, and the survey of the Northern
Lakes. His official record shows continuous employment in the
various duties assigned to this Corps, and to the Corps of Engi-
neers in which he was promoted in August, 1864, to the grade of
Lt.-Colonel, and in February, 1869, to the grade of Colonel, for a
period of more than forty years; in all sections of the country
from the St. Lawrence to the Arkansas, and from the Atlantic to
the Indian Territory. “He was distinguished,” as stated in Gen-
eral Orders, Headquarters Corps of Engineers, Dec. 11, 1878,
“from the date of his graduation at the Military Academy, July
1, 1836, for the earnest and faithful performance of every public
duty entrusted to him, whether as Assistant Professor of Engi-
neering at West Point, or an engineer engaged in the improvement
of rivers and harbors; the survey of the Northern and North-
western Lakes; the survey of the Creek boundary; reconnoisances
and surveys in the Territories ; the defences of Washington ; in
the office of the Chief of Engineers; or the location and construc-
tion of Light-Houses, and superintendence of the Light-House
Depot at Staten Island, New York, on which last-mentioned
duties he was engaged when he died.”

In private and social life, General Woodruff was highly
esteemed by all with whom he had any intercourse or dealings.
Among many friendships lasting to his life’s end, none was of a
more sincere and earnest character than that with the late Pro-
fessor Henry, of the Smithsonian Institute ; as he himself so feel-
ingly proclaimsin aletter written in the first stage of the General’s
illness. This letter is published in a notice of General Wood-
ruff’s death, from which much of this is quoted, in the Army and
Nagy Journal of Dec. 21, 1878. Such a tribute from such a source,
so creditable to the writer, as well as to our dead comrade, we, of
the Society of the Alumni, “would not willingly let die.” After
expressing his pleasure at knowing that the General was better
than he had heard, Professor Henry says: “We should be more
anxious to live well than to live long; but it is a duty we owe to
ourselves, our families, and our race, to endeavour to live as long
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as we can be of use in the world ; can discharge the duties which
have been devolved upon us; can add to the happiness of others,
and render the world better by our precepts and example. Your
life, my dear General, has been one of which yourself and your
children have cause to be thankful. You have, by the disposition
of a kind Providence, been made a conspicuous member of a noble
profession, on which you have never cast the slighest shade of
discredit ; on the contrary, you have adorned it by a life of great
moral purity and elevation.of character. You have been blessed
with a loving and sympathetic wife and children, mentally,
morally and physically all that a parent can wish. Although
no man can properly discharge the duty of public trust with strict
fidelity and not make enemies, you have the friendship and esteem
of all who know you best, and of those whose estimation of char-
acter is the most valuable. It is truly a matter of great import-
ance, especially at the present time when so many are making
shipwrecks of reputation, to be allowed to take our departure
without a stain on our character.”
(Classmate.)

BARTON STONE ALEXANDER.
No. 1,117. CrLAsS OF 1842,
Died, Dec. 15th, 1878, at San Francisco, Cal.,, aged 59.

BARTON STONE ALEXANDER, Lieut.-Colonel of Engineers and
Brevet Brigadier-General U. S. Army, drew his origin from the
later settlers of the “ dark and bloody ground ” of Kentucky. His
paternal grandfather, William Alexander, with his wife (born
Sarah Gordon) immigrated from North Carolina. His maternal
grandfather, Thomas Davidson, with his wife, Elizabeth Long-
bottom, were emigrants from Maryland. John Alexander and
Margaret Davidson, of Baltimore (married 1818), the parents of
Gen. Alexander, were but participants of the common lot of the
pioneers of civilization in our new States. The father was a
good soldier in the war of 1812; subsequently a Justice of the
Peace and a Probate Judge of his county. General Alexander,




56 ANNUAL REUNION, JUNE 12, 1879.

one of ten children, six of whom survive him, was born Septem-
ber 4th, 1819, in Nicholas county, Kentucky. His early career
was that of so many of our American boys under like circum-
stances—assisting his father in his farming in summer, attending
the county school in winter. Trained by parents, of whom it is
said by another son: “ Were I but capable of inspiring the world
with that exalted appreciation and practice of virtue which graced
their humble lives, I would die with the comfortable thought that
I had benefited my race "—his early development could not fail
to be molded by such guidance and example. “Of religious
turn of mind, in fact educated for the ministry, as far as I could
be, before going to West Point,” he describes himself in a let-
ter (1863) to the present writer. But this “education for the
ministry,” as distinct from his country schooling, was probably
little more than Bible reading, for which, as his brother informs
me, he manifested fondness, and the committing to memory
of passages of the New Testament. With his clerical proclivities,
however, were associated proclivities yet more decidely marked
for athletic exercises and amusements. He manifested in these,
as in everything else he undertook, the ambition to excel. “ At
eighteen,” says his brother, “I presume he had split and laid up
as many rails as President Lincoln had at that age. At school
he was always head of his class and a great favorite.”

But his rail-splitting exercises were abruptly terminated and
his prospective clerical career frustrated by an appointment to
the Military Academy which his father, recognizing his talents
and force of character, succeeded in obtaining. Nearly nineteen
years of age when he entered the Academy, July 1st, 1838, he is
described by a classmate as “rough in appearance, of limited
education, giving no indications of the true diamond within.”
Quite naturally for such a one, the .transition from the realities
of the ‘“arithmetic ” of Kentucky schools to the mysteries of alge-~
braic symbolization was not easy; but his clearness of intellect
and integrity of spirit manifested themselves by never allowing
himself to believe he understood what he did not understand,
by never assuming any pretense that he did. Once given in the
recitation room the demonstration of a difficult problem, instead
of going to the black-board, he walked to the center of the room,
and in stentorian tone announced: “I can’t do it !”
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Another classmate writes: “ Alexander was not only my class-
mate, but I had the good fortune to room with him for the larger
portion of the time we were at the Academy. Then, and since,
I have felt for him the warmest friendship. I cannot recall one
unkind word or act, in all of our intercourse, of an unpleasant
nature. His disposition was particularly noble and generous,
and he was very popular with both cadets and professors. * * *
I recollect on one occasion he was very much annoyed by being
spoken to by file-closer at battalion drill. He was told to ‘dress
up’ and ‘dress back,” ‘draw in your stomach and throw out
your breast,” etc. To cap the climax of his annoyance he was
asked his name. When he chose to let out his voice it was very
powerful. On this occasion he raised it to the highest pitch, so
as to be heard all over the plain, and replied: *Barfon Stone
Alexander P As a “plebe” he was prompt to resent the “ haz-
ing ” proclivities of the older cadets, and believing on one occa-
sion that his rear file trod purposely on his heels, pulied off his
coat, when the squad broke ranks, and rolled up his shirt sleeves.
The execution of his purpose, thus unmistakably indicated, was
only prevented by the interference of others.

“1 should say,” adds Col. Benton, “that his mind was more
original than that of almost any other officer of my acquaintance.”

His improvement, both in his studies and in what are called
the amenities of life, was rapid and decided while at the Acade-
my, though he was far from ever becoming what the world calls
a ‘“polished ” man. :

On graduation, in 1842, he was appointed Brevet Second Lieu-
tenant in the Corps of Engineers. Among his classmates were
Eustis, Newton, Rosecrans, G.W. Smith, Mansfield Lovell, Benton,
Pope, Seth Williams, Doubleday, and others well known to fame.

For the ensuing five years he was, as assistant to Captain Mans-
field, at Savannah, engaged in the construction of Fort Pulaski
and other defensive works in that region.

The refined and hospitable society of Savannah, at first some-
what startled by the brusque manner of the young engineer, soon
learned to appreciate his real merit. He became universally
popular, and is yet kindly remembered there.

He was one of three or four engineer officers ordered to
Mexico, after the capture of the city, to replace those who had
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been wounded or disabled, arriving during the period when the
armistice forbade all active operations.

On the conclusion of peace negotiations, the first detachment
which left the city of Mexico was the Engineer force, made up of
the officers who had been serving on the staff of the commanding
general or of the division commanders, and the company of Engi-
neer troops. Without personal allusion, the writer (one of the
party) may say that the officers of that little detachment formed
a notable group. They were Robert E. Lee, Gustave T. Beaure-
gard, Z. B. Tower, Gustavus W. Smith, George B. McClellan,*
Masillon Harrison (deceased, 1854), and B. S. Alexander.

Independent of other interesting features of that journey from
the city of Mexico to Vera Cruz, the scenic magnificence was
such as to make it memorable. Setting out (to escape the heat
and dust of the road) before sunrise and making short marches
of 15 or 20 miles, we had, indeed, for the week it lasted, a pano-
rama of the most magnificent scenery the physical geography of
the world can offer, always before us—not in single views alone,
but in the ever-varying aspects of shifting position and changing
lights; as when at dawn the summits of Popocatapetl, Istacci-
huatl, Orizaba, cloud-mantled, caught the first rays of the rising
sun; or, later in the day, their dazzling whiteness and sharply-
‘defined lines of their snowy caps projected themselves on the
deep blue of the sky. Once, after an early march of eight or ten
miles in almost darkness, we found ourselves at sunrise at the
very origin of the long depression—mountain-walled-of the
great Orizaba valley, along the bottom of which, to be reached
only by a series of zig-zags, lay our onward road; here and there
a pueblo, ranch, or dome-topped church catching the eye; a sil-
very stream threading midway the length of the valley—the up-
lifted and glittering dome of the snow-capped peaks before us.
The party halted and remained in voiceless admiration, till,
moved by an inward impulse to utter something—emotional, even

*The five officers just named héd served through the campaign, commencing with the siege of Vera
Cruz and involving the battles of Cerro Gordo, Churubusco, Contreras, Chapultepec, and capture of
the city; the three first-named on general engineer duty with the headquarters of the army or of divi-
sions; the two latter with the company of engineer soldiers. Mason, Stevens, and Foster had gone
home severely wounded. Lee, Tower, and Beauregard had received wounds. No brighter laurels had
been gained in Mexico than these eight engineer officers carried away with them. Harrison, Alexan-
der, and the writer had joined the army after the capture.
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if irrelevant—Alexander broke the silence with: “ O carry me
back to old Virginia shore!”

Soon after returning to the United States he was (July 28th,
1848) assigned to duty as Treasurer of the Military Academy,
which position he held till 1852. During this period the con-
struction of the present cadet barracks, already half accomplished,
fell to his charge, as also the construction of the cadets’ mess-
hall and the engineer equipment shed; both planned by him.
The mess-hall is certainly one of the most satisfactory, whether in
reference to fitness to end, excellence of construction, or architec-
tural design of the numerous academical buildings of West
Point.

While in discharge of duties at West Point the newly-organized
Board of Commissioners of the Military Asylum (Soldier’s Home)
applied, January 13th, 1852, to the Secretary of War for his serv-
ices as “architect ” for construction of the Asylum buildings in
the District of Columbia, to which duty he was accordingly
assigned. He soon after submitted plans for the same. That for
the main building being adopted, the construction of the same,
as also of quarters for the Governor and officers was committed
to him.

While thus engaged his services were called for in connection
with the Smithsonian building, the interior arrangement and
construction of which, especially of thelecture room, he materially
modified.

The Lighthouse Board of the United States was organized by
Act of Congress of Aug. 31st, 1852. Under the system which had
hitherto existed, the lighthouse structures—always located on the .
terra-firma of headlands, or islands, and simple in character—had
been erected by contract. An exceptional case, involving the
highest art of the engineer, had occurred in the Minot’s Ledge
light-tower. Its reconstruction was by far the most important
engineering work devolving on the new Board; the most import-
ant the Board has yez had to cope with.

The reef called Minot’s Rocks, or “ledge,” lying off Cohasset,
at the very side of the approach to Boston harbor, had been long
the terror of mariners. An iron skeleton lighthouse, designed
and built (1847-48) by the late W. H. Swift, then Captain of Top-
ographical Engineers, had been destroyed by the great storm of
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April, 1851, Humanity, as well as the commercial interests of
the country, demanded its replacement. Before the Topograph-
ical Bureau had matured designs for reconstruction, the matter
fell into the hands of the new Board. On the late Chief Engi-
neer of the U. 8. Army, Gen. Totten, one of the members, the
Board relied mainly for its guidance in this important matter.
He argued not only for a granite structure, but for a rebuilding
on the very spot (the outer Minot) where the first one had stood.

“When the question of practicability was broached,” says Gen.
Alexander in a letter to the writer (1865), “his "—Gen. Totten’s
—*“professional pride seemed to beroused. He argued that, after
what had been done on the coast of England in the erection of
the Eddystone lighthouse -a century ago, and, more recently, of
the Bell Rock and Skerryvore lights, it would be a humiliating
admission that the requisite science and skill were not to be
found in this country to erect a similar structure where, as all ad-
mitted, one was so much needed.”

The problem was one peculiarly fascinating to engineers—the
uniting into a single mass the several component stones of the
structure so that no one can be detached from the rest, that each
shall be a bond of connection to those adjacent, and that the
whole shall be an integral, having a strength ample to defy the
most powerful foe to human structure, the fury of the ocean’s
winds and waves.

Availing himself of the knowledge derived from the Eddystone,
Bell Rock and Skerryvore structures, Gen. Totten prepared plans
with all his usual minuteness of detail. But in the case of such a
work it is in the realization of those plans by actual construction
that the engineering difficulty lies. Gen. Totten was fully alive
to this fact, and, hence, to the importance of putting the execu-
tion of the work into competent hands. Through his nomination,
probably, the choice of the Board fell on Alexander, at that time,
as we have seen, on duty in Washington. He was, in after life,
fond of relating the incidents of one of his interviews with the
Board. The members seemed anxious about the responsibility
they were throwing on their chosen engineer, and desirous to en-
courage him by the assurance that on the Board itself would fall
all that burden, suggesting to him to prepare the draught of
instructions in such a way that, in case of failure, his own reputa-
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tion as an engineer should not suffer. Seizing a sheet of paper,
he dashed off something like the following:

“Lirut. B. S. ALEXANDER,
Corps of Engineers:
Sir:—You will proceed to Minot’s Ledge and build a light-

house.
Very respectfully, &c., &c.”

The order actually issued was somewhat different from the
above, and “instructions” were actually given; but he was di-
rected to visit the locality before opening the letter containing
them, and make such an examination as would enable him to
comprehend the character of the proposed work and to submit a
plan for constructing the same.*

After completion—Sept., 1859—there remained unexpended an
amount of the appropriation for the work of nearly $3o0,000. It
was intended by the Lighthouse Board to devote this sum to an
historical and technical description, with plans and illustrations.
The execution of the design would naturally have fallen on the
engineer. But the absorbing duties of the war, occupying the
next four years of his life, followed, and subsequently he was re-
moved to the Pacific Coast, where, separated from the records of
the Lighthouse Bureau, he had few facilities for the execution of
a task to which he was probably little inclined. The only con-
nected memoir from his pen is a brief one, furnished at the writ-
er’s urgent instance, four years ago. Since the death of General
Alexander it has been communicated to the Society of Civil En-
gineers, and will appear in the “ Transactions” of that body.

The present is no proper occasion to attempt description, but it
will be proper to use the engineer’s own words used in another
connection.

“Tt was a more difficult work of construction than either the
Eddystone, the Bell Rock, or the Skerryvore, for the Eddystone
was founded all above low water, while the Skerryvore had its
foundation above high water level; whereas, a good part of the
foundation of the Minot’s light was below low water. There had

#Simultaneously with the order here alluded to {April 26, 1855), Licut. Alexander was appointed
Superintendent of Construction of the U. S, Marine Hospital, crected on the Naval Hospital grounds
at Chelsea, Mass.
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to be a combination of favorable circumstances to enable us to
land on the Minot rock at the beginning of that work—a perfectly
smooth sea, a dead calm, and low spring tides. This could only hap-
pen about six times during any one lunation—three at full moon
and three at the change. FIrequently, one or the other of the
necessary conditions would fail, and there were, at times, months,
even in summer, when we could not land-there at all. Our work-
ing season was from April 1 to Sept. 15. Work was prosecuted
with all possible diligence for more than three years before a
stone could be laid. Z7%e difficulty was, to cut the foundation
rock into the proper shape to receive the foundation stones, and
then to lay these stones ” '

I may also, with great propriety, apply to Alexander the words
(with some variation) he himself used in reference to the designer
of the work, Gen. Totten: “ He lived to enjoy the proud satisfac-
tion of inspecting the finished structure, and when, at last, from
its towering summit flashed o’er the troubled waters the beacon-
light of safety to the tempest-tossed mariner, he might well ex-
claim, with the Latin poet, though in a nobler sense, and in a less
boastful spirit: ‘Lxegs monumentum @re perennius!’”

The Minot’s Ledge Lighthouse was completed in September,
1860. Its engineer remained, however, at Cohasset until sum-
moned to Washington for services in defense of the Capital dur-
ing the critical days that followed the fall of Fort Sumter.

This was but the beginning of a work—viz., the fortification of
the National Capital—which, with some interruptions, continued
throughout the war. The very first field forts established on the
Virginia side of the Potomac—Fort Corcoran and Fort Runyan—
to guard our debouches from the Aqueduct and Long Bridge, re-
spectively, were provisionally located and planned, the first by
Woodbury, the latter by Alexander. This, the greatest system,
taking into account the linear extent, the number and variety, as
well as the elaboration of the individual works, that has ever been
thrown up for the purposes of a single war, has been fully de-
scribed in Professional Papers, Corps of Engineers, No. zo. In
establishing, after the battle of Bull Run, the general features of
a system which we then recognized must be adequate for an ef-
fective protection of the National Capital during a long war,
Woodbury, rather than Alexander, played the most prominent
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part. But in the subsequent elaboration of the system (Wood-
bury never returning to the duty after assuming, in April, 1862,
the command of the Engineer Battalion) the latter exerted all the
influence of his remarkable constructive ability, and of his origin-
al and thoroughly practical mind. From the close of the peninsu-
lar campaign—August, 1862—he was principal assistant to the
chief engineer till June, 1864, when, the latter being assigned to
duty on the staff of General Grant, Alexander became Chief En-
gineer of the Defenses of Washington.

The first battle of Bull Run and the peninsular campaign
against Riclimond were episodes in these less actively warlike
duties at Washington. In the former, attached to the division
commanded by Gen. Tyler, he rendered conspicuous services in
removing the abattis which obstructed the debouche from the
“Stone Bridge,” for which “gallant and meritorious services " he
received the brevet, July 21, 1861, of Major.

In the latter part of the year he was, by order of Gen. McClel-
lan, put in command of the Engineer Battalion—made up of the
15th and goth regiments of N. Y. Volunteers—and, in connection
with Capt. Duane, commanding the company of regular engi-
neers, charged with getting up the bridge equipages for the ap-
proaching campaign of the Army of the Potomac. Up to this
date the single bridge train with India-rubber pontons, got up in
1846 for the engineer company by Capt. Cullum, was all that had
been prepared for the general service of the armies of the nation,
Hence the preparation of bridge equipage was a matter of no
small moment. So far as study and experiment could go, the
matter had been thoroughly worked out by Capt. Duane, who,
while commanding the engineer company and exercising his
functions of Instructor of Practical Engineering at the Military
Academy, had tested all the most favorably known systems, and
had selected, in its main features, that in use in the French ser-
vice, modified to adapt it to our needs. The pontons gotten up
under two officers so peculiarly competent did not fail to meet all
the requisites of our war service. ‘‘They were used by the Quar-
termaster’s Department in discharging transports; were precisely
what was needed for the disembarkation of Gen, Franklin’s divi-
sion; constituted a portion of the numerous bridges built over
Wormley Creek during the seige of Yorktown;and were of the
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highest use on the Chickahominy, while over the lower Chicka-
hominy some 735,000 men, some 300 pieces of artillery, and the
immense baggage trains of the army, passed over a bridge of the
extraordinary length of nearly 650 yards, a feat scarcely surpassed
in military history.” At alater date (1864) the great bridge thrown
over the James River at Charles City, C. H., 2,200 feet long, in
water 85 feet deep, furnishes another illustration of the capacities
of the adopted bridge equiipage.

A severe illness occurring in March, 1862, compelled, on the
opening of the campaign against Richmond, a transfer of the
command of the Engineer battalion to Woodbury, under whom
it remained until after the battle of Fredericksburg, Dec., 1863.
Alexander, following soon after, was attached to the division and
corps of Gen. Franklin, His efficient and distinguished services
are thus epitomized in Cullum’s Register: “ Engaged in the siege
of Yorktown, April 8-zo, 1862; landing Gen. Franklin’s division
at, and combat of West Point, May 6-7, 1862; conducting recon-
_noissances of Pamunkey river to Cumberland and White House,
"May ro-11, 1862; to Old Church, May zo, 1862; and to Mechamr‘s-
ville, May 22z, 1862 operations on the Chlckahommy, May, 1862;
battle of Gaines’ Mill, June 27, 1862; action at Golding’s farm,
June 28, 1862; reconnoissance from the Chickahominy to James
river, June 29-30, 1862; and in charge of the construction of the
defensive works at Harrison’s Landing, July 3, 1862, to its evacua-
tion, Aug. 15, 1862.”

For “gallant and meritorious services” at the siege of York-
town he received the brevet of Lieut.-Colonel (May 4, 1862), and
March 13, 1865, the brevets of Colonel and Brigadier-General
‘“for meritorious services during the rebellion.”

A couple of years’ service on the coast of Maine followed,
when, early in 1867, he was assigned to duty on the Pacific coast
as Senior Engineer, and member of the Board of Engineers for
Fortifications on that coast. In this ‘capacity he took a promi-
nent part in the preparation of plans for fortifications for the
Pacific coast, as for the entrance to San Francisco bay. The
written memoirs, which accompanied the Board’s report, were, in
general, written by himself. But an engineer of his ability could
not, in such a field for its exercise as California afforded, be
allowed to occupy himself with fortifications alone. The demand
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for an engineering development which should give to a new land
the engineering accessories—the ““internal improvements ’—com-
mensurate with her suddenly-acquired wealth and population,
made California a fitting field for an Alexander. As an officer
of the Corps of Engineers he was President (1873) of the Board
of Commissioners to investigate the *irrigation” question, tra-
versing in this capacity, by private conveyances, almost the en-
tire State. He also rendered his services to the government in
connection with its river and harbor improvements—the newly-
created harbor of Wilmington and improvement of the harbor of
Oakland being works in which he was more particularly identi-
fied. He was consulted on almost all the large engineering
operations in hand by the State, the city of San Francisco, or
by private parties; among which may be named the reclamation
of the delta or tule lands of the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers,
and the supply of water to the city of San Francisco. At the
time of his death he was a consulting engineer to the State, in
reference to the protection of its alluvial lands from overflow, and
to obviate the evils caused by the influx of mining detritus in
such immense quantities into the river beds.

The eminent reputation Alexander had acquired for originality,
soundness of judgment, boldness of views, and a catholicity of
mind, was, doubtless, the cause of his selection as one of the
Board, appointed in 1874 by the President, under the provisions
of the Act of Congress of Jan. 23,to “ make a survey of the mouth
of the Mississippi river, with a view to determine the best method
of obtaining and maintaining a depth of water sufficient for the
purposes of commerce, either by a canal from said river to the
gulf, or by deepening one or more of the natural outlets.”

The question, as defined by the Act, originated in the presenta-
tion to Congress by the Chief of Engineers, in accordance with
its own resolution of March, 1871, of a plan for a ship canal, and
by Mr. James B. Eads, of a counter project for ¢ deepening one
of the natural outlets” by means of jetties—a project which had
already been presented to the government by the writer as mem-
ber and president of the Board to which the ship canal project
was referred.

The Board to which Alexander was appointed visited, while
the survey was going on, the principal works of Europe, ¢. g, the
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Rotterdam navigation improvement, the North Sea canal; the
Sulina mouth of the Danube, and the Suez canal. The ultimate
result of these investigations showed that the writer committed
no error when he, on learning of the appointment of Alexander,
affirmed that the “ Open River Mouth” would receive his suf-
frage.

When the work under Mr. Eads had been so far advanced as
to involve a proximate partial payment, Alexander was one of
the Commission selected by the Secretary of War, under direc-
tion of the President, to examine and report upon certain points
as to the interpretation of the law and the character of the con-
struction.

“He was,” so writes me his friend and brother officer, Col.
Mendell, “a firm friend to the system or idea * * but always
with more or less criticism on Eads’ methods and kind of con-
struction. * * Eads sent him progress reports, and on these
he bestowed more study than I ever noticed him giving to any-
thing else.”

To the above brief sketch of the professional life of Gen. Alex-
ander, the writer would add something concerning the personal
characteristics and traits of a remarkable man. His own private
and official relations have been so close and so peculiar that he
shrinks from expression, especially while he can find so much
that is eloquent and true in the language of other friends. Col.
Mendell, from whom the main facts of his California services
have been gained, has been already mentioned. Let me quote
from another “ whose good fortune it was to serve for five years
(1867-72) under his immediate orders, to be almost constantly by
his side in his office, to travel with him on his various tours of
duty, and to go and come in his house with the feeling that one
experiences in a cherished home.”

Capt. Handbury thus writes of him: “ Gifted with one of those
rare minds which nature is occasionally pleased to bestow, he
could brush away from subjects that claimed his attention, all
mere side issues and technicalities, and with a clear insight take
comprehensive views of their merits and arrive at conclusions
that invariably carried weight with them. * * * * %
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“ Pervading his official career the welfare of the government as
a perpetuity seemed to be the most prominent idea that he had
in view. His plans were for the future more than the present.
Temporary expedients were his abomination. Nothing short of
solid, lasting work would satisfy his mind. = In this he was
often accused of being lavish of public money. His economy
was not of ‘that kind that saves in little for popular approval to
lose in great things. There was nothing small or ungenerous in
his nature. Little thoughts never entered his mind. * # *

“So pure and upright was he in the discharge of his duties that
no man ever for a moment thought of impugning his motives,
* #% % He was not what would be called, in the usual sense
of the term, a studious man. That is, one who spent his mid-
night oil with books and stored his mind with the ideas of others.
He was of a social, observant and reflective nature. His ideas
were his own, and his conclusions were generally drawn from his
own observations and reflections. I do not mean by this that he
was not well read in the literature of his profession. The idea
that 1 wish to convey is, that he depended little upon books.
His strong points were: the abundance of good common sense
with which nature had endowed him, his long and varied experi-
ence, his habit of reflection and observation—tor nothing, how-
ever trivial, escaped him—the tenacity of his memory, and his
sound and unerring judgment. These qualities, united to an
honesty that no man ever, for a moment, thought of doubting,
made him one of the most competent and reliable officers that
ever served the Government. * * *  In his home he was
loving, genial and kind, and no one enjoyed its pleasures more
than he. The delight of his heart seemed to be to surround him-
self with his children and their companions, and be the ‘biggest
boy’ among them. Their pleasures he entered into with as much
zeal and child-like interest as they. Besides his own children,
there are many others, who have lived in his neighborhood; that
will long remember the pleasures of an evening at his house when
the ‘General’ was at home.”

In what is said above we recognize the aversion to ‘temporary
expedients ”—the decided bent for what was “solid and lasting,”
the broad, comprehensive views, the proclivity to do things on a
grand scale—which, perhaps, sometimes ran into faults of love for
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mere ‘“bigness’—which are the prominent characteristics of
Alexander as an engineer. Freedom from the narrowness of
thought which shuts out the full view of ultimate requirements
and resorts to inadequate expedients, comprehensiveness, origin-
ality and completeness of conception, united to soundness of
judgment, were #e¢ especial characteristics of Alexander as an en-
gineer. '

As a man, to know him was to love him. “What he did,” says
the feeling obituary of “D.”, in a San Francisco journal, “was
not marred by blots which mar the records of hosts of men,
* % % The escutcheon of his honor was never sullied by a
single act that would ill become a man and a gentleman.”

Gen. Alexander was married in 1851 in Calvary Church, New
York, to Sarah Bolton, daughter of C. Bolton, of the firm of C.
Bolton, Fox & Livingston. He died suddenly at San Francisco,
Cal,, on the 15th of December, 1878, leaving four children, one of
whom has recently been graduated with distinction at the Mili-
tary Academy.

I close with the following extract from the official obituary is-
sued from the Headquarters of the Corps of Engineers:

“Zealous, skillful, bold, self-reliant, Lieut. Colonel Alexander
has been one of the most conspicuous of the officers of the Corps
of Engineers.

“By his death the corps has lost one of the most useful of its
members, his children a kind father, and his friends a warm-
hearted, genial companion.”

(/. G. Barnard.)

WILLIAM J. L. NICODEMUS.
No. 1820. Crass or 1858,
Died January 6th, 1879, at Janesville, Wis., aged 44.

The life of Ww. J. L. Nicopemus has been one of marked
activity and constant usefulness. He was born near Hagerstown,
in Maryland, Aug. 1st, 1834. The more conspicuous part of his
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career commences with his entrance of the United States Military
Academy at West Point, as a cadet appointed from Maryland,
July 1st, 1854. There he graduated July 1st, 1858, and was pro-
moted in the army to brevet Lieutenant of Infantry. Ie began
duty as a soldier in garrison at Newport Barracks, Ky., as Second
Lieutenant of the sth Infantry, remaining at that post until
January, 1859. He then conducted some recruits to Utah, and
was stationed at various forts in New Mexico until the breaking
out of the rebellion in 1861. During that time he took part in
various Indian exi)editions, and his frontier life was fruitful of
stirring episodes. At the opening of the war of the rebellion,
Lieutenant Nicodemus was made First Lieutenant of the r1th
Infantry, and later, Captain of the 12th Infantry, acting also as
assistant Adjutant General of the department of New Mexico,
from Oct., 1861, to June, 1862. For gallant and meritorious
services at the battle of Valverde, February 21, 1862, he was
breveted Major. Those were troublesome times in New Mexico,
and the then Major was engaged in several skirmishes of import-
ance. In September, 1862, he was transferred to Cincinnati
during an impending attack upon that city, and from thence to
Baltimore as Colonel of the fourth Maryland volunteers. In
February, 1863, he was given signal duty, which he continued to
perform until August, 1865. He had charge, first, of the “signal
camp of instruction ” in the department of West Virginia ; of the
signal line between Harper’s Ferry and Washington; of the
signal detachment with the army of the Potomac, on the pursuit
of the enemy through Maryland, participating in several skir-
mishes; and finally, as Major, he was given command of the signal
bureau at Washington, and soon thereafter, in October, 1863, was
given entire command of the signal corps, which position he
retained until December 26th, 1864. After that date and until
August, 1865, he served as Lieutenant-Colonel, inspecting the
signal corps, and was mustered out of the signal service August
23d, 1865. THe was then restored to his regiment, the 12th In-
fantry, as Captain, to rank from October 24th, 1861.

After the close of the war, Major Nicodemus served at Fort
Hamilton, New York harbor, and at Richmond, Petersburgh and
Fredricksburgh, Va., and at Washington, D. C. In 1869 Major
Nicodemus became connected with the Western University at
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Pittsburg, Pa., being detailed from the regular army for services
there. In 1870 the regents of the University of Wisconsin elected
Major Nicodemus to the chair of Military Science and Civil and
Mechanical Engineering, which position he contined to fill most
acceptably until his death, with the exception of a few weeks of
last fall term, when he temporarily withdrew on account of nervous
prostration. '

That, in brief, is the record of the short life which was cut off
in its prime. Whatever position he filled, Prof. Nicodemus
entered upon his duties with peculiar vigor and earnestness, de-
termined upon making the most of his position. At the university
he was doing a splendid work, and had engaged the universal
admiration and esteem of the faculty and students alike. He was
an unostentatious man, but full of a quiet force which was telling
to his credit. His manly, generous bearing, his temperate, honor-
able conduct, were traits which no one who knew him can soon
forget. Socially he was one of the most genial of companions,
free from cant, hopeful, pure in every thought and act.

—Madison (Wis.) Daily Democrat.,

JOHN P. McCOWN,
No. 1026. Crass or 1839.

Died, January 22d, 1879, at Little Rock, Ark., aged 63.

Joun P. McCown, a native of Tenn. entered the Military
Academy from that State in September, 1835, and graduated with
the class of 1840.

He was assigned to the Fourth Artillery, and served in that
regiment in the grades of Second Lieut., First Lieut., and Cap-
tain, until his resignation in May, 1861. He served at Detroit,
Buffalo, on recruiting service, at Ft. Monroe, and at Ft. Severn,
Md., between 1839 and 45.

During the war with Mexico he was engaged in the battles of
Resaca de la Palma, and Monterey, the siege of Vera Cruz, battle
of Cerro Gordo, and the assault and capture of the city of
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Mexico. He received the brevet of Captain for gallant and
meritorious conduct in the battle of Cerro Gordo. After the
Mexican war he was for nearly a year Regimental Quartermaster,
and until 18571 served at several posts in Texas. Iis promotion
to a Captaincy in January, 1851; carried him to Fort Columbus,
N. Y. He was engaged in the Florida hostilities against the
Seminole Indians, and later upon the Utah Expedition of 1858.
At the time of his resignation he was on leave of absence from
Ft. Randall, Da. During the war of the Rebellion he attained
the rank of Major-General in the Confederate army.

In 1866, and for some years thereafter, he was engaged as a
school teacher near Knoxville, Tenn.

He died at Little Rock, Ark., January 22d, 18%9.

(Secretary of the Association.)

ASHER R. EDDY.
No. 1210. CLASS OF 1844.

Died, January 29th, 1879, at the Island of Malta, aged 55.

Col. Asurr R. Eppv was born at Newport, R. I, in 1823, and
died on the Island of Malta in 1879, in the 56th year of his age.
His paternal grandfather was pastor of the First Baptist Church,
of Newport, for forty-six years. His grandmother was of Welsh
extraction, and the Colonel bore many traces of that lineage both
in mind and in person. His maternal grandparents were the
Hon. Asher Robbins, for many years U. S. Senator from Rhode
Island, and Mary Ellery, a niece of William Ellery, one of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence. ‘

He was early trained in classical learning, under the tuition of
the venerable Mr. Joslin, who is still living at Newport.

When young Eddy received his appointment as cadet his health
was so feeble that some of his friends tried to dissuade him from
entering upon the severe course of study and discipline required
at the Military Academy. He persisted, however, in making the
attempt, and, although for the first year his physical struggle was
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severe, he succeeded in keeping his place, and finally graduated
with honor in 1844.

Entering the First Artillery, he served with his regiment for
two years, first at Fort Adams and then in Florida, at the end of
which time he was sent to the Military Academy, where he was
Acting Assistant Professor of Mathematics till 1850. During his
stay at West Point he devoted much of his leisure time to the
study of history, and the art of war, and in other pursuits calcu-
lated to fit him for the duties of his profession.

From 1850 to 1854 he was on duty in California, and afterward,
until 1860, he served in New York, Texas} Louisiana, and Florida.

It had been one of the cherished plans of his life to make the
tour of Europe, and in 1860 he obtained a leave of absence for
that purpose. Whilst he was in Europe the war of the Rebellion
broke out, and he at once gave up his unfinished furlough and
returned home to resume his duty as a soldier. Having been
appointed Captain in the Quartermaster’s Department, he was
stationed for a time at various points in the East, whence he was
transferred to the Mississippi Valley, then the scene of important
military operations.

In the latter part of 1862 he was in charge of the depot at
Memphis, and it thus became his duty to supply the army of Gen,
Grant in that remarkable campaign which resulted in the capture
of Vicksburg.

For his service in this campaign he was highly commended by
both Grantand Sherman; for these, and for other services rendered
during the war, he was twice breveted ; first to the rank of
Major, and then to the rank of Lieut.-Colonel. He was disburs-
ing officer of U. S. Military Railroads in 1864, chief Quarter-
master of the Department of Tennessee in 1865, and chief
Quartermaster of the Department of the Cumberland in 1866.

After the close of the war his duties were principally on the
western slope, where his energy and ability were signally mani-
fested in the supply of the army during the campaign against
the Nez Perces. Here he had to contend with all the difficul-
ties of a country destitute of telegraphs, railroads, and almost
of common waggon roads, but he was fully equal to the occasion
as was shown by the final result.

His naturally feeble health had become so much impaired by
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long-continued and arduous service, that he again obtained per-
mission to visit Europe and the East. The last year of his life
was spent in search of relief from bodily suffering. At first his
health was improved, but whilst in Egypt he was attacked by a
disease that he was unable to shake off, and finally died at
Malta on his homeward journey.

As a youth Col. Eddy was grave and thoughtful, with nothing
of boyish exuberance; he was steadily cheerful, but he had little
of what may be called gayety of mind. Much of this seeming
peculiarity was undoubtedly due to his early struggles. His
father had died suddenly, leaving a young family, of which he was
the eldest son, in slender circumstances, and he had resolutely
assumed the responsibility of providing for them. The story of
his devotion to an early widowed mother, and of the sacrifices
he madeto aid in the education and establishment of his younger
brothers and his sister, is one of pathetic interest.

Col. Eddy was a life-long student, a lover of general litera-
ture, fond of science, and well read in philosophy. He was a
man of great firmness of character, and eminently conscientious
in all his dealings. His clear mind led him to discern the
right, and his manly courage enabled him to act in accordance
with the dictates of his carefully-formed judgment. He was
domestic in his tastes, hospitable in his disposition, strongly
attached to old friends, and adverse to forming new ones.

He was a patriotic citizen, a faithful soldier, an'affectionate
husband, a loving son and brother, and, above all, he was a
thoroughly consistent Christian. '

(Prof. W. G. Peck.)

GUSTAVE S. ROUSSEAU.
No. 528. Crass or 1828.
Died, Feb. 5th, 1879, at Plaquemine, La., aged 72.

After a little over three score years and ten Gustave S. Rous-
seau, of the Class of 1828, having, all the years of his boyhood
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and his' manhood, sojourned quietly in his Parish of Iberville, at
Plaquemine, La., has passed away.

After graduating, R. passed a few years of frontier life in the
then outskirts of the country, in and near Fort Leavenworth, and
then retired—in 1833—to his home; where, as cashier of a bank, as
sheriff of the parish, etc., the years were spent, until the country
was startled in 1846 by the danger of Gen. Taylor from the
Mexicans on the Rio Grande; when, raising a company of his
fellow citizens, at the first reports, Rousseau, as Captain, joined
the Second Regiment of Louisiana Volunteer Infantry, and
flew to the rescue in Mexico. The patriotic inspirations and the
teachings of West Point were not forgotten, and in the battles
of Monterey and Buena Vista and other places Rousseau did
brave duty until Mexico was conquered, and Rousseau returned
to his home in Louisiana.

On the fields of Mexico, where many West Point acquaint-
ances lost their lives, and others for the last time saw him,
he was under the command of one of his classmates from
Mississippi, and where were revived the memories of youth.

Rousseau’s residence not being on the route of travel, he, tied
at home by civil duties and domestic cares, was not again seen.
That most valuable of all records to the graduates of West Point
—Cullum’s Biography—which has left to the gleaner, inspired
even by love and friendship, little to be stated not there found,
is referred to for most all we know of Rousseau. The Hon.
Jefferson Davis has sent the following :

Gustave S. Rousseau was of a numerous family of creoles of
Louisiana. His older brother served long in the U. S. Navy and
attained the highest rank then in the service. The relatives of
the subject of this notice were remarkably long lived. In illus-
tration of this fact, and, perhaps, of the degeneracy of our genera-
tion, an anecdote may fitly serve. The late General Rousseau
said that his great grandmother was much averse to riding in a
carriage, and used to walk several miles to visit his grandmother,
who was “too old ” to visit his great grandmother. His temper
was kind, and his nature entirely free from concealment. When
fully aroused he was, however, very unyielding; perhaps it might
be said obstinate; for example, he believed himself unjustly
treated by the instructor of his section in mathematics, and day
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after day refused to recite, avowing his ignorance, or in the
phraseology of the school, “confessing.” On the following Sun-
day he sat in the chapel, brooding over his troubles, while the
chaplain, Rev. Mr. Mcllvaine, afterwards the Bishop of Ohio, was
delivering one of those impassioned sermons, which have made
him to the cadets of that day the exemplar of pulpit eloquence.
In the course of that sermon hesaid: “ Even Rousseau confessed ”
—after a pause he repeated—* Rousseau confessed.” This roused
our Rousseau from his reverie, and in a suppressed voice he
muttered : “Ah ! hang that ‘Dandy’ (the sobriquet of the in-
structor), he have gone tell the preacher.”

After being graduated he served for 4 time at Jefferson Bar-
racks, and then at Fort Leavenworth. The life of a subaltern at
a permanent post has little which can furnish material for history.
Of the subject of this notice it may be said, that he was cordial
among his associates, respectful to his superiors, gentle to his sub-
ordinates, attentive and conscientious in the discharge of his duties.

To vary the lazy hours of peaceful days, he fell in love, mar-
ried a most estimable young lady——Miss Lee—and resigned to
return to his beloved Louisiana. Here he engaged in civil pur-
suits, to which he gave the same uniform and faithful attention
which had characterized his military career. When reports came
over the Gulf that General Taylor’s small force on the Rio Grande
was threatened with .destruction by an overwhelming force of
Mexicans, the sword which had been rusting in the scabbard, and
the mind which had become estranged to warlike emotions, were
at once at the service of the country. He went with the first
troops who voluntarily hastened to the support of our little
army on the Rio Grande.

These volunteers, after the imminent danger had passed, were
discharged, because their term of enlistment was less than the
shortest period authorized by the law to provide for the prosecu-
tion of the war against Mexico. Thenceforward his life was one
of useful employment in the civil service of his native State.
Holding various offices of honor and trust, by the choice of his
fellow citizens of Louisiana, he was never found wanting; with-
out stain of corruption, fraud, or violence, he died and left behind
him ‘“that good name, without which glory’s but a tavern song.”

(Crafts J. Wright and Jefferson Davis.)




76 ANNUAL REUNION, JUNE 12, 1879.

ROBERT H. CHILTON.
No. 938. Crass or 1837.
Died, Feb. 18th, 1879, at Columbus, Ga., aged 63.

GeN. CHILTON, a native of Virginia, was appointed to the Mili-
tary Academy from that State in 1833. Upon his graduation in
1837 he was assigned to the First Dragoons, in which regiment he
afterwards attained the rank of Captain. His first service was in
Kansas and Indian Territory, remaining there until 1842, which
year he spent on recruiting service, returning the following year
to Indian Territory.

During the war with Mexico Gen Chilton served on Quarter-
master duty, and as Captain and Assistant Quartermaster until
his promotion to a Captaincy in his own regiment. He was en-
gaged in the battle of Buena Vista, receiving the brevet of Major
for gallant and meritorious conduct. After the Mexican war he
served mostly in Kansas and Dakota, until his appointment in
July, 1854, as Major and Paymaster.

As a Paymaster he served at New York, Detroit, San Antonio,
and again at Detroit, where he was stationed at the time of his
resignation, April 2gth, 1867.

During the civil war Gen. Chilton was for a time in the
Adjutant General’s office in Richmond, and afterwards was on
Gen. Lee’s staff as Adjutant General. After the war he engaged
in business in Georgia, and from 1869 until his death was Presi-
dent of the Columbus (Ga.) Manufacturing Company.

(Secretary of the Association.)

CHARLES J. WALKER.

No. 1774. Crass oF 1857.
Died March 4th, 1879, at Richmond, Ky., aged 43.

Con. WAIKER, a native of Kentucky, was appointed to. the
Military Academy from that . State in 1853, and upon graduating
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in 1857 was appointed Brevet Second Lieut. of Dragoons, and a
year later Second Lieut. of the Second Dragoons.

He served with his regiment at Fort Leavenworth, on the Utah
Expedition, at Ft. Bridger, and in New Mexico until the breaking
out of the civil war. February 15th, 1862, he was promoted Cap-
tain of the Second Cavalry, and was appointed, in the following
December, Colonel of the Tenth Kentucky Cavalry, which com-
mission, however, he resigned in September of the next year.

During the remainder of the war he served as Commissary of
musters of the 23rd Army Corps in the Department of the Ohio,
and as Special Inspector of Cavalry in the Department of the
Gulf, and resigned his commission in the regular army, July 25th,
1865.

He then returned to his home at Richmond, Ky., and became
counselor at law, and in 1866 was elected clerk of the Madison
County Court, which position he filled for four years, retiring upon
the expiration of his term of office to private life.

One of his classmates writes of him as follows : “ Walker was a
man of brilliant conversational powers, of unusually fine memory,
devoted to his friends, was generous to a fault, and was universally
beloved.”

He died March 4th, 1879, at the residence of his father in Rich-
mond, Ky.

(Secretary of the Association.)

- RICHARD C. TILGHMAN.
No. 509. Crass or 1328

Died, March 14th, 1879, at The Hermitage, Queen Anne county,
Md., aged 72.

Ricaarp Cooke TinceMAN was born in Baltimore, November
12th, 1806.

His father, Colonel Richard Cooke, married a sister of Colonel
Richard Tilghman, owner of the Hermitage, a large estate situ-
ated near the mouth of Chester river on the Eastern shore of




78 ANNUAL REUNION, JUNE 1z, 1870.

Maryland, where the late Judge Tilghman had resided since 1846,
and where he died of pneumonia, after a brief illness, March 14th,
1879.

Judge Tilghman was the last lineal descendant of a long list of
distinguished men. His last thirty-three years were spent at the
Hermitage, somewhatremarkablein the history of American homes,
ashaving been owned by members of onefamily since its settlement
in the year 1660 by Richard Tilghman, an English surgeon, known
by his kinsmen as “ The Emigrant.”

In the Hermitage Cemetery, some years ago, might have been
read the following inscription, now rendered somewhat illegible
by the disintegration of the tomb-stone :

Always Remember
The 5th of November
But doe not Forgett
Death will have no lett
Consider thy End
And thy time well spend
& soe shall thou have
a Crown in thy grave
Vale
ita dixit Richardus Tilghmanus
B. M.
In Artig Chirurgii
Magister
Qui hoc sub tumulo
Sepultus Est
Obiit Jan'ry 7th anno

1675.

Our surgeon seems to have been a man of distinction in Eng-
land. During the reign of Charles I.:his name appeared among
those signing a petition on behalf of that unfortunate King when
condemned to death by Parliament.

Richard, son of The Emigrant, married Anna Maria Lloyd, a
granddaughter of Mistress Anne Neal, maid of honor to Queen
Henrietta Maria. He was a man of much consideration, great
wealth, and, besides being member of the Lord Proprietary Coun-
cil, was Provincial Judge. Of his five sons all became men of
note.

One of these, like his father, was a judge in the province, and
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was father of James Tilghman, the first Attorney General of
Maryland. Edward, another son, was delegate from his native
State to the famous Stamp Act Congress. A grandson, Tench
Tilghman, was aide-de-camp and confidential secretary to
General Washington. Matthew, the fifth son, was a distinguished
lawyer and member of the Continental Congress.

The Hermitage estate had been owned by a Richard Tilghman
until the year 1810, when its possessor, dying childless, left the
property to his nephew, Col. Richard Cooke, on condition of his
adding the name Tilghman to his own. Thus passed the inherit-
ance to the father of our late alumnus, to whom it was left by
will.

Judge Tilghman’s early education, after leaving home, was
that acquired principally at a school in Newark. There he re-
mained until about the age of eighteen, intending to study law
after having been graduated at college. One day a gentleman
casually asked him how he would like to enter West Point as a
cadet. “Ithink I should like it very much,” was his reply, with-
out, however, expecting to give up his plan of becoming a law-
yer. Very shortly afterward his warrant was sent to him, and he
made that journey to the left bank of the Hudson which forms so
memorable an era in the life of every one of us alumni. Enter-
ing the Military Academy in July, 1824, he was graduated four
years later, taking the second place in a distinguished class, at
the head of which was the late Professor Albert E. Church. High
mathematical attainments and the possession of all desirable sol-
dierly qualities rendered him conspicuous during his cadet life.

Commissioned Second Lieutenant of the First Regiment of
Artillery on graduation, after the usual leave of two months, he
was assigned to staff duty at the head-quarters of the Eastern
Department, where he served until November 5th of the follow-
ing year. From that date until March 31st, 1836, when he re-
signed from the army, his duties were varied ; sometimes being
at the Fortress Monroe School of Artillery practice—sometimes
at regimental head-quarters as Adjutant of the First Artillery,
and for a while on special engineer duty, a service for which his
high attainments and accomplishments in physical science pecu-
liarly fitted him. :

After returning to civil life he was appointed Chief Engineer of
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his native State, serving during the years 1836—37. Resigning
this office, he again came into United States service. Whilst so
employed, he made surveys for sites of fortifications near the
northern end of Lake Champlain, served with the late Captain
Augustus Canfield, of the Engineer Corps, in locating and con-
structing roads through the (Iowa) Indian Reservation, and in
making military reconnoissances of the approaches to the city of
New Orleans. He also superintended the harbor improvements
made by Government on Lakes Erie and Michigan. Finally, on
permanently retiring to private life, he was, in the year 1857, ap-
pointed Quartermaster General of the State of Maryland, holding
the office for ten years.

In 1870 he was elected Judge of the Orphans’ Court of Queen
Anne county, and held the office at the time of his death. After
his first election, so universal was the faith in his integrity and
ability, that a nomination to the office was equivalent to an unani-
mous choice by the voters.

The life of a country gentleman in that quiet corner of Mary-
land has so few noteworthy incidents that my short sketch must
soon come to a close.

After making the Hermitage his permanent home, Judge Tilgh-
man devoted himself to the care of his estate, and to thé fulfill-
ment of his duties as a citizen. His army training had given him
habits of order, punctuality, and devotion to the work before
him, the good effects of which were manifested in the prosperous
conduct of his farm and in the satisfactory manner in which the
sacred interests of his wards——the widows and orphans of Queen
Anne county—were cared for.,

In 1841 he married his cousin, Miss Elizabeth Cooke Williams,
of Maryland.

Childless himself, his gentle and loving heart found exercise
for its warm nature in the affection he bestowed on his nephews
and nieces,and onthose nearest to him by blood or by ties of friend-
ship.

In the part of Maryland identified with his mature life, his
name was a synonym for all that was noble, charitable, and hon-
orable in human nature.

An excellent foundation in classical education, a keen taste for
general literature, an uncommonly retentive memory, enabling
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him to keep fresh the mathematical and scientific acquire-
ments of his army life, conspired to give him intellectual happi-
ness and mental occupation, which 'made rust an impossibility.
Especially was it his delight to go over his Vade Mecum—Cul-
lum’s Biographical Register of Graduates—with the writer or any
other army man, in following out the history of old friends or
of men made conspicuous by their record, whom he had never
personally known.

In the ripeness of age, in full possession of his intellect, sur-
rounded by loving, kind, and honoring neighbors, a devout Epis-
copalian, he passed from life to death quickly, painlessly, safely.

“Upright Judge, Faithful Friend, True Man,” may fitly con-
stitute his epitaph. ‘

(John T. Metcalfe.)

- THOMAS W. SHERMAN.
No. 859. Crass or 1836.
Died March 16th, 1879, at Newport, R. L., aged 66.

The death of Bvt. Maj.-Gen. THOMAs W. SHERMAN, from pneu-
monia, has followed very quickly that of his wife, the sorrowful
tidings of which were made known to him amid the pangs of his
own last sickness. He was a valuable and respected officer, who
had worked his way up from a humble to a high position. Born
in Newport, Rhode Island, March 26, 1813, the son of a poor
farmer, he used, as a boy, to carry about his father’s milk cans, to
serve his city customers. He attended the public schools, how-
ever, and, at the age of 18, was fired with a purpose to go to West
Point, and become a soldier. His father thought this all non-
sense and refused his consent. The son, inheriting his father’s
self-will, and having no special friendships or hopes to keep him
at home, yet no money with which to go elsewhere, trudged on
foot all the way to Washington, and there asked the Congressman
of his district, Dutee J. Pearce, to present him to President Jack-
son as a candidate for a cadetship. Old Hickory liked his pluck:
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“Go home, my boy ; you shall hear from me,” he said, and, as a
sequel to his walk, young Sherman became a Cadet, July 1st, 1832,
from Rhode Island, and graduated No. 18 in a class of 49, July 1st,
1836, when he received his appointment as zd Lieutenant in the
3d Artillery. In that regiment he remained a quarter of a cen-
tury, becoming 1st Lieutenant, March 14, 1838; Captain, May 28,
1846 ; Brevet-Major, Feb. 23d, 1847, for gallant and meritorious
conduct at Buena Vista ; Major, April 24th, 1861,

Immediately on graduation he had service in the Florida War
from 1836 to 1838; then, in the Cherokee transfer ; next, in
Florida hostilities from 1838 to 1842 ; then, in recruiting and
garrison duty until 1846 ; then, in the Mexican War, where he
got his brevet while in command of “Sherman’s Battery.” Gar-
rison duty at Forts Trumbull, Adams and Snelling followed, and
while at the latter post he commanded the expedition to Yellow
Medicine, Minn., 1857, and aided in suppressing the Kansas bor-
der troubles in 1857 and 1858. 'In 1859, he rendered good service
in charge of the expedition to Kettle Lake, Dakota, restraining
the Sioux from war. From 1858 to 1861 he had charge of the
artillery school at Fort Ridgely, Minn.

When the Civil War broke out, he was made Major, and at once
entered.on important guard duty in Maryland ; a few days later,
May 14th, 1861, he became Lieutenant-Colonel of the 5th Artillery,
and shortly after, Brigadier General of Volunteers. For a month
he was Chief of Light Artillery in the Washington defences ; for
another month he was engaged in recruiting the 5th Artillery ;
and then for three months in organizing the land forces of the
expedition that seized Bull's Bay and Fernandina. He com-
manded the land forces in the Port Royal expedition, landing at
Hilton Head, November 7th, 1861. The following Spring he
was assigned to the command of a division in the Army of the
Tennessee, and took part in the advance upon and capture of
Corinth, and the pursuit of the enemy from that point. After a
short leave of absence he was transferred, in September, 1862, to
the command of a division in Bank’s army, in Louisiana, While
leading a column of his command (2d Division, 19th Corps)
in the assault on Port Hudson, May 27th, 1863, he was
severely wounded in the right leg, which he lost by ampu-
tation.
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A leave of absence was now granted until February 15, 1864,
during which time he was promoted to be Colonel of the 3d Artillery
—June 1, 1863. Then he commanded the Reserve Artillery of the
Department of the Gulf and the Defences of New Orleans, until
the end of the war, and held division and district commands in
Louisiana until April, 1866, when he returned to the command of
the 3d Artillery at Fort Adams. Xe was breveted, March 13,
1865, Brigadier-General for gallant and meritorious services at
Port Hudson, and Major-General both in the regular army and in
the volunteer service for like services during the Rebellion. During
the first half of the year 1863 he commanded the Department
of the East. e was retired upon the full rank of Major-General
December 31st, 1870, and has since resided at Newport, his native
place.

He died March 16th, about three o’clock in the afternoon, at his
house in Greenough place, after an illness of two or three weeks.
His wife, who had long been an invalid, died only a few days be-
. fore. She was a Miss Shannon, daughter of Gov. Shannon, whom
he had met and married while on duty at the West. His only
child is a lad about sixteen years old. His funeral took place on
Thursday, with the honors due to his rank and services, the
Militia of Newport, as well as the regular troops of Fort Adams,
taking part, and State authorities being present. Among the
pall bearers we note the names of Gens. Warren and Vogdes, of
the army, and Capt. Ramsay and Capt. Marin of the Navy.
The escort was commanded by Gen. R. . Jackson. So closes
a useful, honorable and honored career.

(Army and Navy Journal.)

PHILIP STOCKTON.
No. 1568, Crass or 1852,

Died March 25th, 1879, at Washington, D. C., Aged 47.

Col. PriLip StockTQN was born in New Jersey in 1832, and
appointed from that state to the Military Academy in 1848.
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Upon his graduation in 1852 he was commissioned Brevet 2d
Lieutenant 8th Infantry, was promoted to be zd Lieutenant in
that regiment October 11th, 1853, and was transferred to the
st Cavalry, March 3, 1855, and in this latter regiment was
promoted 1st lieutenant, October r1st, 1855, a rank he held upon
his resignation, February 27th, 1861.

Most of his service was in Texas and Kansas. He was engaged
in several conflicts with the Indians, and was one year on
recruiting duty.

Of his service in the Confederate Army during the War of the
Rebellion, except the fact that he attained the grade of Colonel,
the Association possesses no record.

His civil history is also unknown, until July, 1878, when he
became a clerk in the Engineer Bureau at Washington, a position
he occupied at his death,

(Secretary of the Association.)

HENRY BREWERTON.
No. zo7. Curass or 1810,
Died, April 17th, 1879, at Wilmington, Del., aged 77.

Brevet Brigadier General HeNky BREWERTON was born, Sept.
25th, 1801, in the City of New York, where he resided during his
school-boy days. Having lost his father before attaining the age
of two years, Daniel D. Tompkins, of Staten Island, was appointed
his guardian. Chief Magistrate of the State of New York from
1807 to 1817, Governor Tompkins lent the force of his resolute
character and his high position to the vigorous prosecution of the
war with Great Britain, [1812-15]. His interest in the military
progress and success of the country, at that time paramount to all
others, probably induced the appointment of his protegé to the -
West Point Military Academy. ,

Henry Brewerton entered the Academy June, 1813, at the age
of eleven years and nine months. Though but a lad, he per-
formed all his military duties, taking his turn on guard with his
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older classmates. He was furloughed, probably on account of
his youth, from February 1st, 1815, to September of the same year,
when he reached the then official age for appointment to the
Academy. His furlough was passed principally on Staten Island,
at the homestead of Governor Tompkins.

During his cadetship, young Brewerton witnessed the reorgani-
zation of the Academy, under the masterly hand of Brevet Major
Sylvefnus Thayer, of the Corps of Engineers, appointed its Super-
intendent July 28th, 1817. A graduate of Dartmouth College, as
well as of the Military Institution assigned to his charge; an offi-
cer who had served with distinction during the then recent war;
well-informed, by personal inspection and examination, as to the
systems of military education practiced in Western Europe;
Major Thayer brought to his new office the learning of a classical
scholar and the military bearing of a soldier trained in peace and
war—accomplishments which, added to his natural endowments in
that common sense which is wisdom, and that rare force of char-
acter which seldom fails to produce men of mark, eminently fitted
him to give shapeliness to this then crude Institution, and to raise
it to an honorable rank with the military schools of the old world.
The marked improvement of the Corps of Cadets in discipline, in
soldierly bearing and educational proficiency, and the rapid rise
of the Academy as a seminary of learning after his assumption of
command, attested fully the wisdom of the selection. The grad-
uates of the past six decades owe their practical and scientific
training, their development as soldiers, and whatever success they
may have attained during the wars in which they have borne part,
to the system inaugurated, and, we may add, well nigh made per-
fect by him ; and it has been quite a distinction to succeeding
superintendents, to be able to maintain the Academy, under their
administrations, up to the standard to which he had raised it.

Cadet Brewerton was graduated with honors July 1st, 1819, at the
early age of 17 years and 9 months, and was appointed a Brevet
2d Lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers.* His course at the
Academy had been very creditable, and his high position in his
class, in spite of his youth, attested his ability and application ;
qualities which did not fail him to the end of his useful career.

#Cullum’s Register says : “ He was examined and graduated with the class of 18z9, though at the
time a member of, and at the head of, the succeeding class.”
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If we except a visit to Europe for his health, in 1859-60, his service
was continuous up to the date of his retirement, March 7th, 1867, a
period of nearly fifty years. His professional experience was
varied, for every kind of duty to which an officer of engineers was
liable, fell to his lot. Early in his career (1832), after serving on
Astronomical duty at Rouse's Point, as Assistant Professor of
Engineering at the Military Academy, and in the construction of
our sea-coast defenses, he was assigned to the full charge of that
part of the Great National Road, then under construction by the
Governmeént, situated within the limits of the State of Ohio.
From that time forth, no officer of the Corps was intrusted with
more important duties. Besides serving on many Boards of
Engineers connected with our sea-coast defenses, and with River
and Harbor Improvements, he was made a member of the Special
Board for projecting a light-house at Flynn’s Knoll (1839) ; of the
Board of Visitors to the West Point Military Academy in 1843, of
which Institution, two years later, he became Superintendent,
holding the position for seven years; and of a Commission to di-
gest a Code of Regulations for the U. S. Naval Academy (1849).
Among his many works may be enumerated the Improvement of
the Hudson River, of which he had the charge from 1836 to 1842;
of the mouth of the Susquehanna River, and of the Harbor of
Baltimore (1852-64) ; of the Brewerton Channel in the Patapsco,
named in his honor ; the superintendence as constructing officer
of the permanent defenses of Charleston (1828-32); of Fort Mont-
gomery, at Rouse’s Point, to defend the passage from the St.
John’s into Lake Champlain (1841—-45) ; of Fort Carroll, entrance
to Baltimore Harbor (1852-64), and of Forts Monroe and Wool,
entrance to Hampton Roads (1864-67). During the war the de-
fenses of Baltimore, of Delaware River and Bay, and those at
Point Lookout, on the Potomac, were committed to his charge.
To say that Gen. Brewerton was an efficient officer does not
express a full sense of his worth to the country, for he was more
than that. He devoted to his duties all his skill and energy, with
a patient application, which neither fatigue nor even indisposition
could arrest. What he could accomplish himself was never im-
posed upon others—a self-sacrificing habit that did not fail to
bring over-work, resulting ultimately in physical ailment. By
nature robust, temperate and prudent in his habits, he attained a
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ripe old age in spite of the severe tests to which he had subjected
his capacity for endurance. In fact, he was one of those men who
scarcely thought he could do enough, and never too much, for the
country that had generously educated him and opened up to him
an honorable profession. Influenced by sentiments so creditable,
sound in physique, thoroughly educated, with great powers of
continued mental application, he could not fail to leave the im-
press of an honorable and successful record upon the corps and
army to which he belonged. The Corps of Engineers was in its
infancy when he entered it. Its numbers were small, but its
duties were co-extensive with the country. Such officers as Totten,
Thayer, Bernard, and others—of a later date nearer his own age,
were laboring with great zeal and assiduity to give to it character
and reputation, and a representation among similar corps of the
old world, as well as practical usefulness at home, commensurate
with the wants of the young republic, whose defenselees condition
had as yet received from the art and science of the engineer little
aid. The then recent war, while revealing the latent energies and
courage of the people, had demonstrated the necessity for frontier
and coastwise defense, and the Engineers of the army, men of
mark, some of whom had served with honorable distinction in the
recent struggle, were working out and elaborating a system of
fortifications for that end. Among the younger officers taking
part in the important duties thus devolving upon the Corps, no one
brought to their execution greater zeal or more intelligent appli-
cation than Lieut. Brewerton. His vigorous health, however,
could not withstand continuous exposure in the malarial regions
of the Mississippi Delta, which seldom spares the unacclimated.
After about three years service there, prostrated by what was then
known as the black plague, he was compelled to return to the
more genial climate of the North for recuperation. After a short
service at Newport, he passed from the sphere of the assistant to
the full charge of the works under construction in Charleston
Harbor, S. C., a position to which his experience and his merits
fully entitled him. The experience of three summers in this new
field of duty again prostrated him, and he barely escaped with
life an attack of the fever of the rice plantations, almost always
fatal to strangers. Henceforth, in a more healthy portion of the
country, assigned to the charge of various important construc-
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tions, he adapted himself to each with facility and a versatility
that attested his preparation and his aptitude for his profession.

In his seven years’ service as Superintendent of the Military
Academy, his 4Zma Mater, he could do little more than maintain
its prestige as established by the “ Father” of the Institution.
That he held it to a standard so high, demonstrated his fitness for
the command—well understood by graduates to exact qualifica-
tions of no ordinary character. Watchful over its every interest,
whether pertaining to its scientific teachings, its military discipline
or the manly development of the Corps of Cadets; never flagging
in his important trust, he examined personally, with patient de-
liberation, every question that came up for solution, allowing no
details of administration, however minute, to escape his attention.
Though kind and considerate to the cadets, upon whom he was
obliged to enforce a rigid discipline, he won their affections and
esteem by a strictly just and impartial treatment, rather than by
leniency. Those who were educated at the Academy during his
administration will recollect him, living, as a courtly gentleman
of high tone and fine personal presence—a type of the genial, re-
fined soldier, worthy of imitation. Dead, they will recall his mem-
ory as a kind friend who watched over their youth with fatherly
affection.

Gen. Brewerton was no exception to the rule, that the strongest
physical constitution will yield when overtasked. Though he
served faithfully and efficiently, filling important trusts for fifteen
years after leaving West Point in 1832, it was evident that his
health was much impaired, though not to prevent his performance
of duty up to the date of his retirement, in 1867, after forty-eight
years of service.

A representative officer of his day, whose sense of duty was
ever foremost in thought and act—one of the pioneers in the
Corps of Engineers—his life service illustrated and was a part of
its history ; while personally he was esteemed and beloved as one
of its most useful, able and worthy members.

During the years 1859 and 1860, Gen. Brewerton visited various
portions of the old world, for the benefit of his health in part, but
more as a release from care and work, from which there had been
scarcely a respite since boyhood. It was an entire change of life
to him, bringing freedom and mental rest, and most thoroughly




ANNUAL REUNION, JUNE 12, 1870. 89

did he enjoy it. In utter contrast to his hitherto professional
labors, new trains of thought and emotion occupied him as new
scenes and strange peoples came before him in his journeyings.
Not content with seeing the attractive places of Europe, he visited
Egypt and the Holy Land, returning by the way of Constantino-
ple and Athens.

Thus had he gratified his desire to see those countries so inter-
esting and famous in the world’s history—Egypt, Palestine and
Greece ; countries identified with the dawn of learning, of the
Jewish and Christian religions, and of art.

Gen. Brewerton and myself were companions in these Eastern
travels, and it gives me pleasure to say of him that he was an
agreeable associate, gentle and considerate to all, yet never want-
ing in that quiet dignity which commands esteem and respect.
His gentlemanly bearing and polished manners impressed very
favorably those casual acquaintances incident to traveling, and,
as an American abroad, he was a most creditable and honorable
representative of his country.

‘Returning from Europe in the autumn of 1861, Gen. Brewerton
resumed his duties at Baltimore. Though he did not participate
in the war for the Union actively in the field, it was not age, nor
the waning of the spirit and fire of youth that prevented it, for he
‘was “every inch a soldier,” devoted to his country, but rather a
"physical infirmity which troubled him more or less for the last
twenty-five years of his life.

While Superintendent of the Military Academy, the honorary
degree of LL.D. was conferred on him (July 8, 1847,) by Dickinson
College, Carlisle, Pa. His Brevet of Brigadier General was given
March 13th, 1865, for “long, faithful and meritorious services.”

After his retirement, Gen, Brewerton remained for several
years at Fort Monroe, until, admonished by frequent recurrence
of fever and ague attacks; he removed to Wilmington, Del., mak-
ing it his home for the remainder of his days, though passing
yearly a portion of the summer in a cooler climate, usually near
the sea-shore.. He had noticeably failed in strength during the
past year, but was able to undergo the fatigue of his favorite exer-
cise and pastime, walking in the open air and sunshine nearly up
to life’s end. Thus, happily, was he spared the pains and suffer-
ings of a long illness prior to his decease.
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Gen. Brewerton was twice married. Three children of his first
wife, Caroline Knight, of Newport, R. L., are still living. His
second wife, who survives him, was a daughter of his early friend,
Professor Edward H. Courtenay, one of the most learned and
distinguished graduates of the Military Academy.

(Z. B. Tower, Bot. Maj.-Gen. U.S. A.)

ALFRED SULLY.
No. 1og2. Crass oF 1841.

Died April 27th, 1879, at Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory,
aged 58. '

There were but few officers in the army held in deeper esteem
by his comrades, or in greater regard by his subordinates, than
the late Brevet Brigadier-General ALFRED Surry, Colonel of the
Twenty-first Regiment, United States Infantry, whose death is
announced as occurring at Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory,
on Sunday, April 27th, 1879.

Urbane in his manners, firm in his friendship, accomplished
and generous, almost to a fault; it may well be said of him, in
the graphic language of an inspired poet :

¢¢ None knew him but to love him,
None named him but to praise.”

Son of the distinguished artist, the late Thomas Sully, of Phila-
delphia, he inherited the genius of his father, and many are the
reminders from his facile pencil which survive to indicate the
beauty of his conceptions and his hereditary taste.

But it is not alone his skill as an artist, nor his excellence as a
friend, which constitutes matter worthy of monumental remark;
it is chiefly his record as a soldier, as below portrayed, which en-
titles his name to be placed upon the roll of honor to which it
legitimately belongs.

Alfred Sully was born in Philadelphia, Penn,, in 1821. He was
educated at West Point, graduating in the class of 1841. Among
his classmates were the late Nathaniel Lyon, General H. G.
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Wright and Z. B. Tower, of the Engineer Corps, also Don Carlos
Buell, Scuyler Hamilton, and others well known to fame. On
graduating, he was appointed 2d Lieutenant in the Second
Regiment of Infantry, then occupying several posts in the interior
of Florida." The Seminole war was not then terminated, and it
was his good fortune to participate, with credit to himself, in the
attack on “Hawe Creek Camp,” January 25, 1842.

At the close of the Florida war, in 1842, he accompanied his
regiment to the North, where it occupied the frontier posts on
the lakes, remaining with it there until the breaking out of the
Mexican war in 1846. In that year he accompanied it to Mexico,
marched with it to Camargo, Monterey, Victoria and Tampico;
was at the siege of Vera Cruz in 1847, and shortly dfterward was
ordered to the North on recruiting service. He was promoted
1st Lieutenant 11th March, 1847. At the close of the Mexican
war, in 1848, he proceeded with his regiment (embarking from
New York) via Cape Horn, to California; was stationed in 1849
at Monterey, where he married a beautiful Mexican girl, daughter
of an opulent citizen residing in that city. Soon after his
marriage his young wife died, and this early bereavement cast
a shadow over his after life, the clouds of which it was difficult to
remove. About that period, that is, on the 22d February, 1849,
he was promoted to the rank of Captain. Soon afterwards he
was ordered to Benicia Barracks, where he remained several
years. In the fall of 1853, Capt. Sully’s company, together with
the company of Capt. Lyon (the late Brevet Brigadier-General
Nathaniel Lyon), formed a portion of a detachment of the Second
Infantry under Major G. W. Patten, which left Benicia Barracks
for Rogue river to reinforce Governor Lane, of Oregon, who,
having had a disastrous action with the Indians, was held in
check by them in the Rogue River valley. Shortly afterwards, in
December of the same year, Capt. Sully, together with the officers
of the Second Infantry, on their return to New York, took pass-
age on board the Winfield Scott, a steamer plying between San
Francisco and New York, which was wrecked off the coast of
Santa Barbara, on the Ana Capa rocks, where the passengers re-
mained for a period of six days, on a desert island, until rescued
by a steamer commissioned for that purpose from San Francisco.

From 1854 to 1858, Capt. Sully was stationed respectively in
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Minnesota and on the Nebraska and Dakota frontiers. In 1853,
he marched with a column, under Col. Abercrombie, from Fort
Ridgely, Minn., over the prairie, to Fort Pierre on the Missouri,
thence to Fort Randall, and from there to Fort Snelling at the
junction of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers. In the fall of
1856 he was ordered from Fort Snelling, on a forced march, to the
“Yellow Medicine,” Minn., to reinforce a detachment of the Sec-
ond Infantry under Major Patten, sent there a short time previous
for the purpose of operating with Major T. W. Sherman, of the
Artillery, whose battery was threatened at the time by a force
comprising more than two thousand Sioux Indians.

Capt. Sully remained on the frontier until 1858, when he pro-
cured leave of absence for the purpose of visiting Europe, where
he remained until 1859.

After the outbreak of the rebellion, and during the winter of
1860-61, he participated in the operations against the Cheyenne
Indians; during the greater portion of the year 1861, served in
northern Missouri, and during the winter of 1861-62, in the de-
fenses of Washington. Taking advantage of permission, granted
at Washington, for officers of the regular service to accept of com-
missions granted by the States, he was appointed, 4th March, 1862,
Colonel of the Third Minnesota Volunteers. Retaining still his
position on the army register, he was promoted, March 15th, 1862,
to a Majority in the 8th Regiment, U. S. Infantry. Subsequently,
he was engaged in nearly all the battles of General McClellan’s
army ; was breveted Lieutenant-Colonel U.S. Army, June 1st,
1862, “for gallant and meritorious services at the Battle of Fair
Oaks, Va.,” having had the command of a Brigade during the so-
called “change of base to James River;” was breveted Colonel
U. S. Army, July 1st, 1862, *for gallant and meritorious services
at the Battle of Malvern Hill, Va. ;” was engaged in the campaign
of Northern Virginia, in August and September of that year, par-
ticipating in the Battles of Chantilly, South Mountain and Antie-
tam; was commissioned Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 1st
October, 1862, and in the following winter took part in the Rap-
pahannoc campaign, commanding a Brigade at the Battle of
Chancellorsville. In May, 1863, he was assigned to the command
of the Department of Dakota, where he soon gained celebrity by
his expeditions against the hostile Indians of the North-West.
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He was especially distinguished for the engagements of White
Stone Hill, September 3d, 1863 ; Tah-kah-ha-kuty, July 28th, 1864,
and the skirmish in the “Bad Lands,” August 8th, 1864, for which
services he was breveted Major-General of Volunteers, March 8th,
and Brigadier-General U. S. Army, March 13th, 1805.

He became Commander of the Upper Missouri District, Novem-
ber 17th, 1865 ; was mustered out of the volunteer service, April
soth, 1866, and served subsequently on the Board for the Exam-
ination of Candidates for Promotion, and on special service in
the Department of the Interior He was commissioned full Lieu-
tenant-Colonel of the 3d Infantry, July 28th, 1866, and Colonel of
the 21st Infantry, roth December, 1872. At the time of his death
he was under orders from the War Department, to proceed to San
Francisco for examination by the Retiring Board in session in

that city.
(Col. Geo. W. Patten.)

ALFRED H. ROGERS.
No. 2453. CLass OF 1873.
Died April zoth, 1879, at Washington, D. C., Aged j3I.

Avrrep Hissarp RocErs, son of Capt. Alfred Rogers, a
wealthy merchant of Cincinnati, was born at New Orleans, La,,
February 6th, 1848, He was partly educated at Perth Amboy,
N. J,, and was afterwards sent to the Western Military Institute,
at Dayton, Ohio, where he graduated, June 28th, 1868, with the
highest honors, receiving the degrees of A. M. and Bachelor of
Science. Immediately afterwards he entered the Military Academy,
and graduated four years later with the Class of 1872. He was
first assigned to the 15th Infantry, but, December 12th, 1872, was
transferred to the 8th Cavalry. He served at Forts Union and
Bascom, N. M., and scouting in Colorado and Indian Territory,
until February, 1875. From the latter date, until June 28th,
1878, when he was placed on the retired list, Rogers was in
Washington on sick leave of absence, and continued to reside
there until his death the following year.
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While at West Point he suffered from disease of the lungs, and
many of his class-mates predicted for him but a short career.
His health was at first much improved by his service in New
Mexico, but the hardships incident to the life of a cavalry soldier
told rapidly on his constitution, and rendered him unable to con-
tinue on active duty.

Rogers, both as a cadet and later as an officer, was extremely
popular. When a plebe, though not among the oldest of his
class, he exercised a great influence and was much respected and
liked by all his class-mates.

He was early picked out by us as the adjutant of our class,
but his lack of ambition (due, most likely, to the disease that
already had attacked him) prevented the fulfillment of our ex-
pectations. TFor the same reason his class rank was not commen-
surate with his abilities.

He was a man of high character; and, although for the last
years of hislife an invalid and a constant sufferer, knowing that
death might seize him at any moment, he showed that courage
to meet it which conscious rectitude alone gives.

(Licutenant S. E. Blunt.)

KENNER GARRARD.
No. 1501.  Crass or 1831.
Died May 15th, 1879, at Cincinnati, Ohio, aged 49.

KenNER GARRARD was a native of Kentucky. He was ap-
pointed to the Military Academy from Ohio, in July, 1847;
graduated July 1st, 1851, and was promoted on the same day to
be Brevet 2d Lieutenant Fourth Artillery; transferred in that
grade to the First Dragoons; in February, 1852, and promoted
to be 2d Lieutenant in the same regiment in October, 1853.

He joined for duty in December, 1851, and served at Fort
Mifflin, Pa., until he was transferred to the dragoons, when he
was ordered to frontier duty in New Mexico; served at Fort
Conrad and Albuquerque until 1853, when he was assigned to
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topographical duty with the Southern Pacific Railroad surveys
from Dona Afia, N. M., to Preston, Texas; from thence he was
ordered to Jefferson Barracks, Mo., where he remained on duty
for a brief period, when he was sent to Carlisle Barracks, Pa.,
as a Cavalry Instructor ; and, from thence, on recruiting service
to Cincinnati, where he was stationed when promoted to be
1st Lieutenant Second Cavalry, to date from March 3d, 1855.
He joined the headquarters of that regiment at Louisville, Ky,
and was appointed Adjutant, April 2oth, 1855, and he continued
to serve in that position until May 31st, 1858, marching with the
regiment from Jefferson Barracks to Texas, where, for a con-
siderable period he also was acting Assistant Ad]utant -General
of the Department of Texas, then commanded by Colonel Albert
Sidney Johnston.

He resigned his position as adjutant for the purpose of accept-
ing a recruiting detail, the duties of which he discharged until
January, 1861, when he rejoined his regiment at Camp Cooper,
Texas. He was sick at the time the regiment commenced the
march out of that State, but when he was sufficiently recovered
to travel, made his arrangements to go north, and while en route
for that purpose, was detained by Department Head Quarters,
then at San Antonio, and by reason of this purposely designed
detention, was captured by the Texas Insurgents on April 12th,
1861, and unusual efforts were made to induce him to join the
Southern cause; but all offers being firmly, even steraly repulsed,
he was paroled until duly exchanged as a prisoner of war. He
made his way with great difficulty to Washington, carrying with
him twenty thousand dollars of government funds, which he had
succeeded in hiding from the insurgents, and turned it into the
treasury. " It was urged by some that his parole, having been
executed by an irresponsible armed force, was not binding, but
with a keen sense of honor he insisted, as the Texas troops had
been incorporated into the Confederate forces, that the only
honorable settlement of the affair was to exchange him in accord-
ance with the conditions of the parole. This was finally accom-
plished on the 27th August, 1862.

Meanwhile he had received his promotion to be Captain,
Second (now Fifth) Cavalry, and was employed until September,
1861, in the office of the Commissary General of the Army, when
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he was assigned to duty at the Military Academy as Assistant
Instructor of Cavalry, and continued in the discharge of the
duties of that position until December, 1861, when he was
assigned as Commandant of Cadets (with the local rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel) and Instructor of Artillery, Cavalry and
Infantry Tactics. He remained on duty in those positions until
officially informed that he had been duly exchanged and dis-
charged from his parole, when he entered the field for active
service in September, 1862, as Colonel of the 146th New York
Volun“eers. Joining the Army of the Potomac, his regiment
soon became known as an efficient one, and, with Colonel
Garrard as its leader, participated in the Rappahannock and
Pennsylvania Campaigns, and was engaged in the Battles of
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg, and other
engagements of lesser importance, notably the pursuit of the
enemy to Warrenton, Va., in July, 1863, and the Rapidan Cam-
paign, including the combat at Rappahannock Station and the
Mine Run operations, October-December, 1863. He succeeded
General Weed (killed at Gettysburg) in the command of the
Third Brigade of General Sykes’ Division. His years of study
and of close attention to duty, were now rewarded with rapid and
well-deserved promotions. He was breveted Lieutenant-Colonel
for gallant and meritorious services at the Battle of Gettysburg;
commissioned to be Brigadier-General of Volunteers, to date
July 23d, 1863, and in November of the same year was promoted
in the Regular Army to be Major Third Cavalry. He was then
assigned to the charge of the Cavalry Bureau at Washington,
but after a brief service was relieved therefrom at his own
request to take command of the Second Cavalry Division, Army
of the Cumberland, and thereafter participated in all of the
principal movements and operations of the Atlanta Campaign,
being constantly employed on detached expeditions, and in fre-
quent engagements and combats with the enemy. He was
breveted Colonel for gallant and meritorious services in the
expedition to Covington, Ga., in July, 1864.

He was assigned in November, 1864, to the command of the
Second Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland, during
General Sherman’s pursuit of Hood’s army from Dalton to Rome,
Ga.; and he commanded the Second Division of the 16th Army
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Corps in the Battle of Nashville. Being on the left of McArthur,
he carried the enemy’s entrenchments in his front, capturing all
the artillery and troops on the line, and for his efficiency
and gallantry in that battle received particular mention in the
official report of General Thomas, and was also breveted a
Major-General of Volunteers and a Brevet Brigadier-General
in the Regular Army “for conspicuous gallantry and effi-
ciency.” He afterwards participated in the operations against
Mobile ; the siege of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely, March-
April, 1865. He led the successful storming party in the
assault upon the latter fortifications, and again greatly distin-
guished himself for conspicuous gallantry upon that occasion.
Thereafter his duties were not of an exciting nature. He partici-
pated in the movement to Montgomery, where he remained until
August, 1865; and thereafter he commanded the District of
Mobile, Ala., until September, when he was mustered out of
volunteer service, to date August z4th, 1865, and he was then
assigned to duty as Assistant Inspector-General of the Depart-
ment of the Missouri, where he remained until November gth,
1866, when he resigned his regular commission and retired to
private life, having previously received the brevet rank of Major-
General in the United States Army, to date from March 13th,
1865, “for gallant and meritorious services in the field during the
Rebellion.”

He settled in Cincinnati, leading a quiet life for nearly thirteen
years, never engaging in any active business, accepting no. politi-
cal positions, nor was he at any time an officer in any corporation.
He died at the Grand Hotel in that city on the 15th of May, 1879.
The death of General Garrard was unexpected to his many
friends, while it caused a severe shock to the community with
which he was connected by many social ties. His death was also
a public bereavement. He was valuable as a citizen as he had
been gallant as a soldier. While he was modest and unassuming,
he exerted a powerful influence for good, and this influence was
a natural growth from the best qualities of a pure and lofty char-
acter. It has been well written of him that he became distin-
guished in deserving estimation rather than in seeking it. His
manners were remarkably quiet, and his bearing was so modest
that those ignorant of his record would never have suspected him
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of possessing the high qualities of the soldier that he displayed
during the War of the Rebellion. The marked delicacy and sense
of honor he displayed in observing the parole he gave in Texas;
although it had been secured from him through treachery and the
exercise of authority in the name of the United States, for the sole
purpose of leading him into an espousal of the Southern cause,
was a key to his principles of action throughout his honorable life
and successful career. He would not accept the theory of certain
well-meaning friends, that the nature of his parole or the influence
employed to secure it, absolved him from the obligation imposed,
and he firmly declined to take any active part in the war until he
was formally exchanged. He then entered the path of his duty
and earned rapid promotion to the rank of Major-General on his
superior merits in the field ; and, among the many names now
adorning the page of our history covering the period of the rebel-
lion, that of Kenner Garrard shines forth as bright and as clear,
as the unclouded noon-day sun. It required long intercourse,
because of his modesty and retiring nature, to fully understand
his noble and exalted character. Even in private life, he
dwarfed his influence by his modesty, yet those who knew him
best, and who are competent to judge a man at his true value,
have seen in his quiet administration of important public trusts,
how capable and deserving he was in the discharge of duty. The
estimate of his worth was the reverse of that usually applied to
men. Itincreased as men drew nearer to him, and as they had
attained a better insight into his real character.

He merited gratitude and high honors at the hands of his
countrymen. He lived without reproach. He died in honor,
leaving behind him an example and a career full worthy of care-
ful study by officers of the army who have yet to win their

laurels.
(Capt. Geo. I, Price.)

Kunner GarrarDp, a Commissioner of the Fifth Exposition,
died at the Grand Hotel, in this city, on the 15th day of May,
1879, after three days’ iliness from gangrene of the bowels. He
was born in Kentucky, in September, 1827, and was the second
son of Jeptha and Sarah Bella Garrard, who were residents of
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Cincinnati, His father was a lawyer of marked ability and high .
standing. On the maternal side he was a descendant of pioneer
stock, his mother being the child of Israel Ludlow, one of the
projectors and original owners of this city. In person he was tall,
handsome, and of more than common physical vigor.

He was prepared for college and entered the freshman class at
Harvard University, pursuing the regular academic course until
the close of his sophomore year, in 1847, when he withdrew to
enter the Military Academy, graduating in 1851.

Resigning his commission in the regular army in November,
1865, he returned to Cincinnati, full of the honors of war, to
quietly assume the responsibilities of a citizen and devote a part
of his vigorous days to the interests of the city for which he
seemed to have inherited a patriotic love. He was soon after-
wards made Chairman of the Platting Commission and subse-
quently a member of the Sewerage Board. In both positions he
performed the most valuable service, his training and natural
ability having peculiarly fitted him for the work required.
 His experience in city affairs led him to the conclusion that a
concentration of powers was needed so that one board should as-
sume the direction and responsibility of the city works formerly
scattered in many hands. With this view he framed the bill o1-
ganizing the Board of Public Works, which, with some modifica-
tions, was afterwards adopted. It may be noted that, by a
singular chance, the overthrow of this board was coincident with
the day of his death. He was chosen, in 1874, by the Chamber
of Commerce as one of the Commissioners of the Fifth Industrial
Exposition, and filled the important position of Chairman of the
Committee on Space. In this position he served with his usual
faithfulness and ability, giving to its arduous duties his personal
direction and care. He was a member of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Musical Festival Association, assuming, during the
great Festivals of 1875 and 1878, the care of the buildings, which
involved the security and comfort of the vast audiences in attend-
ance. He also served, during the past year, as Director in the
Harmonic Society.

This brief record of his services in civil life will show how thor-
oughly he identified himself with the interests of our city, and
how valuable was the assistance which he gave to their develop-
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ment. In private life his influence was somewhat narrowed by
his characteristic modesty, yet those who are competent to judge
of what a man really is, have seen in his quiet administration of
important public trusts how capable and deserving he was.

He was a citizen that could illy be spared, and though modest
and even backward in asserting his views, he had a strong influ-
ence for good, based on the best qualities of character. His man-
ner was singularly quiet, and few who did not know him, would
have suspected him of possessing the high qualities of a soldier
and officer that he displayed throughout the entire war. His ex-
treme kindness to those of his command, his watchful care as to
their comfort, his stern discipline, his character unimpaired by
the common views of army life, his just discrimination in punish-
ing evil doers, gave to his command a conspicuous excellence.

His death is a public bereavement. His intimacies were not
numerous, his simple tastes inclining him to a small circle of
friends. He abhorred pretence and ostentation, speaking of such
as beneath the dignity of a true gentleman. When advised of his
approaching death, he calmly, without an expression of regret or
alarm, finished his worldly business.

Being possessed of a large estate in his portion of the family
property, he made his will, giving attention to its most minute
detail, and expressing throughout the most perfect resignation.
Thus died a man, whose character was reflected in a life worthy of
all praises, and whose death will cause a lasting regret among his
associates and the community in which he lived.

(Geo. W. Jones.)

ROBERT SEVIER.
No. 521. Crass or 1828.

Died May r6th, 1879, at Richmond, Mo., aged 71.

ROBERT SEVIER, a graduate of 1828, died at his home in Rich-
mond, Missouri, May 16th, 1879. He was born October 13th,
1807, in Greenville, Tennessee, the eldest son of Volney Sevier, Esq.
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His grandfather, Robert Sevier, with several brothers, left their
homes in Tennessee, to join the American army of the Revolu-
tion, and served with distinction in North Carolina, against Corn-
wallis. Robert held a commission as Colonel of Volunteers, and
held this command at the battle of Kings Mountain, where he
" received wounds of which he died soon after.

These brothers were also held in high estimation in civil life,
one of them, John Sevier, was Governorof Tennessce after the war.

Our Robert Sevier was entered a cadet at West Point in 1824,
and was graduated in 1828 Brevet Second Lieutenant, and Second
Lieutenant Sixth Infantry July 1st, 1828, joining his regiment at
Jefferson Barracks, Mo. Served with expedition on the upper
Arkansas, 1829—Fort Leavenworth, 1829—32—in Black Hawk war
in 1832 against Sac and Fox Indians—Fort Leavenworth, 1832-34
~ —Jefferson Barracks, 1834—-36—Camp Sabine and Fort Jessup,
La., 1836—Adjutant Sixth Infantry, August 1st, 1836 to October
31st, 1837—in Florida war in 1837—resigned, October 31st, 1837.

After his resignation he remained two years in Tennessee. He
spent the winter of 1839—40 in Liberty, Mo., seeking a location
for business, and in 1840 entered into mercantile business in
Richmond, Mo., where his remaining years were passed.

In the year 1845 he was elected Clerk of the Circuit Court
and Recorder of Deeds, which offices he retained during twenty
years.

In 1865 the Constitutional Convention, Missouri, removed the
officers then in commission in Missourl.

After this removal he persistently remained in private life,
although often solicited to occupy positions of trust; living on
his farm.

In 1831 he married Miss Ann Sibley, who died January 20th,
1852.

The issue of this marriage, Charles Sevier, a very worthy gen-
tleman, occupying the paternal home at this time, with an inter-
esting family—also a daughter, Isabella, who died at the age of
six, He had no other children.

His second marriage was with Mrs. Maria Embree, a sister
of Ex-Governor Austin A. King, of Missouri. This lady survives
him.

Inheriting the talents and disposition of such an ancestry, his
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aspirations, even in boyhood, could be only of a high character.
Having a vigorous mind and using wisely his fine advantages
in the acquisition of an education, his manhood was matured in
the highest meaning of the word.

Many graduates will easily remember their associations with
him; his genial disposition; his amusing stories; his soldierly
bearing, and these reminiscences will be very pleasant.

During his term of service the army was small and promotions
slow, opportunities for gaining distinction were seldom found,
and many young officers who had families, retired to civil life.

SEVIER was in many respects well suited for military duty; he was
remarkably intelligent, patient, brave, and uncomplaining. He re-
tired from the service amidst the regrets of his army associates
~and was welcomed into civil life by a large circle of friends.

We may not say that the evidences of the value of our educa-
tion are to be sought only in military history. In the peaceful
pursuits of private life, the man who acts well his part, educating
his children in the fear and love of God; disciplining them to
pass through the trials of life bravely and honestly ; manifesting
with every foot-fall in the pathway of life a true and determined
integrity and usefulness, is by no means to be placed in a low
estimation.

Such men build up and strengthen the free institution of our
country; adding to her wealth, honor, usefulness to mankind,
and her reputation among the people of every land.

The writer of this sketch recently visited the family, and the
community, where Sevier spent so many, and the last years of
his life, and carefully studied the impressions left among them.

He can truthfully assert, that a better reputation is hard to
find. Every tongue is ready in his praise. The history of his
honest, cheerful manhood, so advantageous to every one, seems
well written in every heart; and his disposition to kindness made
any business intercourse with him very pleasant.

Richmond, Mo, has a well merited reputation for having busi-
ness and professional men of the highest standing, and the very
high estimation in which Sevier was held by them, speaks every
thing in his praise. He was never at a loss for an agreeable
subject of conversation; an interview with him never failed to
please and to instruct.
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Memories of school-boy days clustered in his mind, and it was
his constant pleasure to refer to them.

SEVIER was a most sincere believer in the truth of the revealed
religion of our Lord Jesus Christ, and an honest professor there-
of. He was not ashamed to own his allegiance to his Lord ; he
was, however, very unostentatious and unobstrusive. THis pro-
fession was made in 1851, and maintained steadfastly until death.
He was for many years a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian
Church. The internal evidences of the truth of Christianity sank
deeply into his mind, and his faith strengthened from year to
year, by careful study and reflection only added to the strength
of his convictions. His faith was strong and never failed him,
and enabled him to pass away bravely, and without a doubt, or
fear.

Fellow graduates, we stand around the grave of Robert Sevier; the
dread mandate—¢ Dust thou art, and unto dust shaltthou return”
—with him is fully realized. With heads bowed in sorrow, we pay
our tribute tears to his manly virtues; the sad closing grave has
its moral ; yet it is also the opening entrance to the Better Life,
and while we mourn, we are justified in believing that our brother
stands environed by the Grand Magnificence of Heaven.

(Geo. Wilson, Class of 1830.)

CHARLES M. CARROW.
No. 2748. Curass oF 1878.
Died, May 1gth, 1879, at St. Louis, Mo., aged 20.

Lieutenant Carrow was born in Pennsylvania, in 1853, and
graduated from the Military Academy in 1878. He was assigned
to the Seventh Cavalry as additional Second Lieutenant, and a
fortnight later (June 28th, 1878) was promoted to a Second Lieu-
tenantcy in the same regiment.

He reported for duty at the expiration of his graduating leave
of absence, at Fort Lincoln, Dakota. At the time of his death he
had been for some time on sick leave.

CaArROW’s most marked trait was his strong regard for truth
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and high personal honor. He would have made any sacrifice to
preserve either. His weakness was his highly excitable and ner-
vous temperament, which was the foundation of his strong
likes and dislikes, and I may sav also of his sad end.

During his entire course at the Academy his one idea was his
diploma, and, had it been necessary, to obtain it he would have
deprived himself of all pleasure and unnecessary recreation and
devoted himself to his books. He had been expelled from the
Naval Academy for interfering with new cadets, and he once told
me that some of his friends thought that he could not graduate;
so his pride in connection with his regard for the great anxiety
of his good parents, had determined him to receive from our
Military Institution a recognition of his capacity, and it was
with feelings of the greatest exultation and happiness that he
visited, in company with me, the Naval Academyin June, 1878,
where he would have graduated in 1874 had he not been ex-
pelled. ’

So afraid was he of failure, when the object of his ambition
was so near his grasp, that he made a solemn promise, during our
First-class camp, not to touch any intoxicating liquors during the
remainder of his time at the Academy, and if that promise had
been for life, instead of for one year, our service would have
possessed in him to-day one of the bravest and most gallant
officers of any time,

But alcohol was his relentless foe. He gave himself up to it as
soon as he graduated, with a resolve to conquer his desire at the
expiration of three months; but so fast a hold had his enemy
upon him that he was unable to throw him off, although he
recognized plainly all inducements to do so, and the struggle
culminating in pecuniary and physical embarrassments, he
carried into effect the dreadful idea of self-destruction. His
mind must have been terribly wrought upon, for he had a horror
of killing himself, and several times put himself in the way of
danger, hoping to lose his life without being instrumental himself
in taking it. ,

Always courteous and polite, he never forgot that he was a
gentleman. DBrilliant in conversation and graceful in manner,
he was capable of making any one for whom he cared think
highly of him.
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He was an accomplished and well-informed gentleman, with a
capacity for any thing he resolved, no matter what the task
might be, unless, indeed, it be that of conquering his desire for
drink. No man could have a greater courage or nerve, and to
lead a forlorn hope would have been his delight; on many
occasions he has pictured to me vividly from his imagination the
glory of a charge, and his eye would kindle with the fire and zeal
of a true soldier.

His friendships were few, but for those he felt a strong love
and affection, and by them alone he was easily influenced, in all
save the one thing that brought his life to such a sad termination.
He died by his own hand on the 19th of May, 1879, and was
buried on the 24th of the same month, in the Cemetery of Phee-
nixville, Pa., “ which overlooks the Schuylkill on whose banks he

was born.”
(Lieutenant B. D. Spilman.)

WILLIAM H. SWIFT.
No. 231. Crass or 1819,
Died, April yth, 1879, at New York city, aged 79.

One of the pioneers of American engineering, one of the best
of men, and one of the most perfect types of the American gen-
tleman, Captain W. H. Swift, has passed away, and was buried
on Wednesday. A graduate of the United States Military
Academy (brother of the late Joseph G. Swift, once Chief Engi-
neer of the United States Army), his earliest service—still as a
cadet—was with Major Long’s expedition to the Rocky Mount-
ains, 1818-21. During the ensuing ten years he was employed
on the early surveys for the Chesapeake and Ohio, and (pro-
posed) Florida Canal, the Ithaca and Oswego, and Catskill and
Oswego Railroads ; and in 1831 in surveys for the Boston and
Providence; Providence, Norwich and Worcester; and Providence
and Stonington Railroads. Appointed, 1832, Brevet Captain
and ‘“ Assistant Topographical Engineer” (as the Captains were
then officially styled). He was among the pioneers in our coast
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survey work ; being employed for the next ten years on the
geodetic survey of the Atlantic coast. From 1836 to 1849 he
was the resident and constructing engineer of the Massachusetts
Western Railroad (now incorporated in the Boston and Albany).
As an officer of Topographical Engineers, he, with ex-Governor
John Davis, of Massachusetts, was employed in making an
examination of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, the completion
of which had in 1841 been suspended for want of funds, result-
ing in his becoming one of three trustees into whose hands the
work was committed, and remained until its completion in 1848
An account of this great work from his own pen, though he re-
frains from naming or even alluding to himself as one of the
trustees, will be found in Johnson’s Cyclopaedia, vol. 2.

The work, however, with which his name has been most inti-
mately associated, is the first Minot’s Ledge Lighthouse.
Strongly impressed by the successful application of Mitchell’s
mooring screws to the forcing of iron posts into the sands, as a
framework to iron skeleton lighthouses, he built the first work of
the kind in the United States—an iron beacon at the entrance of
Black Rock Harbor, Conn., which is yet existing. He then de-
signed and erected a more important structure for the Minot’s
Rock, or ledge, off the entrance to Boston harbor. These rocks
had been the cause of more wrecks than any other reefs on the
coast of the United States. At that day it was difficult to obtain
from Congress the large sums great engineering works required.
Believing a masonry structure impracticable, he designed and
erected an iron skeleton tower, the first of the kind ever erected
in any country—a work too of no ordinary difficulty, two whole
seasons being consumed in the drilling of the holes to receive
the iron piles. That the work was not adequate for the exposed
position we may now admit without detriment to the reputation of
the engineer, who, when our experience was immature in connec-
tion with these structures, boldly designed and successfully exe-
cuted a work like this. The lighthouse was carried away in the
storm of unusual violence and long continuance, April 2d, 1851,
under circumstances which authorize the supposition that abuses
of the structure, due to the keepers, were powerfully, if not de-
cisively, influential in producing the catastrophe.

Resigning from the army in 1849, he was president (1849-51)
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of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad ; of the
Massachusetts Western Railroad (1851-4), continuing president
of the board of trustees of the canal named till 1871 ; president
of the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad since 1856.

Thus we recognize him not only as assoclated with, but a promi-
nent actor, whose influence is yet felt in the development of our
national works of internal improvement, through the agency of
civil engineering, from its nascent condition in 1818 to a present
development which vies with that of the nations of the Old
World.

For the last fifteen years of his life he made his home in
New York, in the enjoyment of a comparative leisure and exercise
of a genial hospitality. Little seen in public, his life was truly
in his family and with his friends. IHis long connection with
public works had brought him into relations with the leading men
of this country and of Europe, and had acquired for him their
confidence and esteem. He was, to the last, adviser of the firm
of Baring Brothers in their transactions in this country; and a
personal friend of the members. Toward his old army associates
his heart ever turned with yearning, and of them were, in the
comparative seclusion of his later days, his most intimate friends.
Cheerful, genial, sympathetic, with a frankness of speech and
demeanor that would not flatter, and yet could not wound, he
drew up to him with “bands of love” all whom he admitted to
his friendship. No stain, or even breath of reproach, ever marred
the whiteness of his life’s record, and we know that “the pure in
heart shall see God.” ‘

(Brevet Major-General John G. Barnard.)

Of the foregoing, ten were members of the Association—-
Totten, Parsons, Gordon, Capron, Nichodemus, Rousseau, Tilgh-
man, Sherman, Swift, Brewerton.

Inthe Army....cooviviiie it tiiiii i 16
InCivil Life. ... oo iviiiei i iie i 17
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

General Andrews, of the Committee upon the Thayer Monu-
ment, presented the following report, which was accepted by the
Association :

WesT Point, N. Y., June 12, 1870.

Balance in hand of Treasurer, June 13, 1878.. .$1,100.20
Amount of subscriptions since received, todate..  261.50
Balance in hands of Treasurer at date...... $1,361.70

The amount of subscriptions promised, but not received, is
$1,850.

General Cullum called attention to the different projects for the
erection of the monument, giving it as his opinion that the only
practicable one, in view of the limited amount of subscriptions,
was that the monument should be placed over his grave. He
therefore offered the following resolution, which was adopted by
the Association :

Resolved, That in view of the impracticability of obtaining sufficient
funds for the erection of a bronze statue or suitable stone memorial to
Gen. Sylvanus Thayer, on the Plain of West Point, the funds that have
been or that may be subscribed, be applied to the construction of a
Monument in the Cemetery over his grave; that the Chairman of this
meeting appoint a committee of five to carry out this resolution, and
that the Treasurer of the fund be required at once to collect the un-
paid subscriptions and to obtain additional subscriptions if practicable.

The Chairman appointed the following as the committee:

Gen. Geo. W, CuLLuy, Prof. Geo. .. ANDREWS,
Gen. Joun M. SCHOFIELD, Prof. Cuaries W, LARNED,
Lieut. CrinToN B. SEARS.
The Chairman then announced the officers for the ensuing
year.
( Gen. CuLLum.
) Gen. SCHOFIELD.
Prof. WHEELER.
Col. MORDECAL
[ Prof. MicHiE.
Secretary. Lieut. S. E. BLUNT.
Treasurer. Prof. H. L. KENDRICK.

Fxecutive
Committee.
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Gen. Francis H. Smith, Class of 1833, was then called upon to
address the Association. Upon the close of his remarks the
thanks of the Association were extended to Gen. Smith, and it
was

Resolved, That the Address of Gen. Smith be published with the record
of the Annual Reunion of the Association.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
StavuorE E. BLuNT,
Lieut. of Ordnance,
Secretary.

ENTERTAINMENT.

At 7.00 P. M. the members proceeded to the officers’ mess, where
they partook of the usual dinner, Gen. Daniel Tyler, class of 1819,
presiding. ‘

ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

For many valuable and interesting contributions to the library
and records of the Association, from members and others, we are
very grateful,
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WEST POINT FIFTY YEARS AGO.

FELLOW GRADUATES :(—

The U. S. Military Academy has borne so prominent a part in
the history of our country, since its organization in 18c2, that
efforts have been made, from time to time, by its alumni, to
give form to the work it has accomplisked. I do not propose, on
this occasion of festive reunion, to enter upon the broad topic. I
could say much that would tend to show the great value of this
institution—directly, as an important element in the National
defence, and sndirectly, in the large influence it has exerted upon
the educational and other great civil interests of the country.

My purpose now is simply to give a sketch of West Point as it
appeared to me fifty years ago. Itis a long period to look back
upon. Most of the prominent actors in that scene have passed
away. Still, there are memories of those early days which may
now be recalled, and should be preserved, for they will serve to
present Aima Mater in a form which cannot fail to be of interest
to the generation coming after us.

Before I enter upon these reminiscences of the past, I would
pause, for a moment, to pay a tribute to the memory of a dear
friend, recently gone to his rest at the advanced age of eighty-
four years, who was a member of the Board of Visitors when I
entered the Academy, and to whose kind offices I was indebted
for my appointment as a cadet. I refer to Dr. ROBERT ARCHER,
of Richmond, Va.

Dr. Archer was for many years an assistant surgeon in the U. S.
Army and, while on duty at old Point, was appointed a member
of the Board of Visitors. He was a physician of undoubted skill.
He was a musician, artist and poet. He was a man of great
inventive genius; and this was made available, when, in connec-
tion with his son-in-law, Gen. Joseph R. Anderson, of the class of
1836, he aided in the development of the Tredegar Iron Works at
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Richmond, Va. His genial manners, his cordial hospitality, and
his great conversational powers, made him friends everywhere.

But the quality which most impressed those who knew him
best, was the fact that he was always the friend indeed to those
who were in need. Pror. Dennis H. Manan recognized in Dr.
Archer, his earliest and best friend. Thrown into most intimate
relations with him through fifty years of my life, having the
charge of his son, his grandsons and his great-grandson, in the
Viginia Military Institute, it was a beautiful sight to witness this
dear old man, as age advanced, mellowing under the gentle
influence of the religion he embraced, and passing into the tomb
in all the comfort and peace of a child of God. For fifty years he
had watched my career with the interest of a father, and when

-death closed his eventful life, I mourned, as a son, one who had
been to me, through this long period, the best and most steadfast
of friends.

Let me now recall some memories which remain to me of West
Point fifty years ago.

Fifty years ago I took passage on the old steamer “ Constitu-
tion ” from the foot of Cortlandt Street, New York, at 5 P. M.
Steam had accomplished wonders since the days of Fulton, but
it was half-past eleven o’clock before we reached West Point, The
steamer did not stop. Her speed was slackened, and the passen-
gers with their “ West Point baggage ” were put ashore by a small
boat, guided by a connecting line from the steamer, and by
which the boat was drawn back after landing her passengers.

I can never forget the impression of my first day at West Point,
fifty years ago. I had just reached my sixteenth year. I wasa
stranger in a strange land, for scarce a familiar face appeared
amidst the crowd of life swelling before me. The scene is vividly
present to me at this moment. The orderly of the superintendent
has me in charge, and I am wending my way to his office to sign
my articles of enlistment. It was a momentous period with me.
With trembling hand and a quivering heart I wrote my name, and
recorded my age and nativity. My name was not an unfamiliar
one. There had been some SwmitHs there before, and there have
been many, very many since. My native State— Virginia! A
feeling of pride thrilled through me, as I wrote that name, for
Virginians early learn to love their honored mother. I honored
her then, 1 honor her now, and 1 was proud to know she was
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honored #ere. But the feeling was only momentary. The absorb-
ing thought with me was the new life upon which I was entering.
Here I was, a tall and awkard “plebe,”” and the more awkward
because I was a September plebe, and the object of universal observa-
tion and comment even with my own class. .And yet, with all the
awkwardness of my position, #kere was a lesson impressed upon
me, in that first day of cadet life, which I have never forgotten,
but which every subsequent year has only served to strengthen and
confirm, and that lesson was the consciousness of personal respons-
ibility, in all its weight, and which found no relief from any
adventitious circumstances of birth, State or association. What-
ever had to be done, had to be done by myself and for myself.
Whatever had to be endured, had to be endured by myself and
for myself. There was no discharge in that war of life, but in
personal, individual self meeting each new responsibility.

Happily for me, and for those who entered with me fifty years
ago, the Government of the United States was in the hands of
that stern old patriot and hero, President ANDREW JACKSON,
whose eventful administration made an impress upon the country,
which was felt by every cadet serving under him. General
Lewis Cass was Secretary of War at the time of our graduation,
and by his office was specially connected with the Military
Academy.

My class, entering in 1829 and graduating in 1833, have always
prided themselves in the opinion that this was the golden era of
West Point. It is an excusable pride in these old men of this
class, at the end of half a century, to speak thus. We exalt not
ourselves in giving utterance to this opinion ; but we honor those
who, by their genius and labors, brought the reputation of this
great National School up to the high standard which it enjoyed
at the close of the administration of General Tmaver. My class
was the last of his eventful superintendency of sixteen years.

As an old graduate visits the library of the Academy he
involuntarily stops before those speaking portraits of its former
superintendents and professors. Recollections are awakened in
the personnel of the Academy, which time is rapidly obliterating.

Come along with me, my comrades, and let us pass in review
before these representatives of fifty years ago. Stop with me for
a moment while we contemplate that majestic figure in the fu//
dress uniform of a lieutenant-colonel of engineers. It is from the
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pencil of our own WEIR, who has caught the inspiration from his
subject, and presents him to-day as he appeared to us fifty years
ago. That is Lieutenant-Colonel SyrLvanus THAVER, the Super-
intendent of the U. S. Military Academy from July, 1817, to July
1, 1833. He appears, as he was wont, even when the frosts of the
fall were killing everything around, in his summer dress of w/hite
arilling trousers. The artist has well transmitted this historic fact.
See how he holds the “permit” in his hand, almost pitching it at
the cadet who appears before him in person, seeking some
privilege. ‘

Well do I remember one of those morning office hour scenes,

between 7% and 8 A. M. One of my classmates presents his
pass-book for an order for four shirts. The superintendent glances
-at the treasurer’s balance sheet, always on his table, closes the
pass-book and hands it back to the cadet. The poor fellow was
in great need, and he ventured to expostulate, ¢ Colonel, I am
much in need of shirts.” “I take it for granted you are, or you
would not present this order ; but you are in 22/, and again the
book is pitched towards the cadet. ‘But, Colonel, I am almost
destitute; 1 have only one shirt to my back, and that is a fatiewe
Jacket”” ¢ Well, Mr. DEWEY, [ would advise you fo wear that fatigue
Jacket until you get out of debt.”

This anecdote is a type of this great superintendent. It
illustrates his general course in dealing with cadets. It was
useless to attempt to awaken tender emotions in him. He was
not without feeling, but he never displayed it in his gffice. That
office, in the basement room of the present quarters of the
superintendent, comes up to me to-day as a judgment hall, which
no cadet entered without a sentiment of awe, or left without a
feeling of relief.

The last years of Colonel TuavER’s administration were years
of trial to him ; and the difficulty existing between him and the
President finally resulted in his leaving the Academy. It was
said he was not sustained, as he should have been, at the War
Department. His discipline was counted too stern ; and reinstate-
ments of cadets followed so rapidly upon their dismissal, he was
driven to the necessity of asking no courts-martial, but sent each
case requiring extreme discipline to the War Department for its
decision and action.

The first case of this kind was that of one of my class. He
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had been to Bennv Haven's, and was found under the influence
of what Benx~v so -liberally supplied to cadets. A month passed,
and nothing was heard of the report. At last an order came
from the Secretary of War, dismissing him, and requiring him
to leave the academy .in thirty minutes. He was my intimate
friend and room-mate, as well as townsman, and 1 immediately
went to the superintendent and pleaded in his behalf. He was
as much surprised as I was. I asked the privilege of a meeting
of the class. This was refused. Then for anappeal for clemency
from the class. This was also refused. Some twelve or fifteen
of the class met in my room. A letter was prepared to the presi-
dent, signed by Frep Swrra, Harry DuPont, and myself, and
this, after being sealed, was handed to our comrade, WILLOUGHBY
ANDERSON. Bos McLank, now member of the U. S. House of
Representatives, from Baltimore, gave him also a letter to his
father, who was Secretary of State. An interview was obtained.
through the influence of Secretary McLang, with President Jack-
soN. AnDERsoN delivered the letter. It was an earnest appeal
to the old hero in behalf of a son of a gallant soldier of the war
of 1812, and was adroitly framed to touch the tender feelings of
this great man. After reading the letter attentively, he turned
quickly to ANDERsON, and asked, “ Who wrote this letter?” “1
don’t know, sir.” *‘Have you not read it?” “No sir.” “Go
back to West Point and report for duty, and tell the young man
who wrote this letter, if he don’t look out, I will have his ears
cut off.”

I am happy to make known that my ears are still spared to me.

Anperson reported for duty—graduated with our class, and
fell mortally wounded at the battle of Churubusco, Mexico.

Col. THAVER had to provide a series of text-books for the
Academy, a difficult thing at that early day. He subscribed for
a large number of copies of O'ConNEr’s Translation of DEVER-
noN’s Treatise on the Science of War, which had been prepared
in 1805, by the order of the French Government, and was. the
text-book in the Polytechnic School. It was a miserable trans-
lation, but it was the best that could be had, and each member
“of the First Class was required to take a copy costing some §zo.
I had a copy which had been given me by a friend who gradu-
ated in 1826. Still, I was charged with a copy, and 1 appealed
in vain to Col. Tuaver for a remission of this charge. His view
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was that no graduate had aPright to dispose of his military text-
books. Heneeded them in the military service. I thought other-
wise, and prepared an appeal to the Secretary of War, He de-
clined to send the appeal forward, but he allowed me the credit
for the book. Col. Traver held the reins with a firm hand
during his entire administration, and if, at times, he transcended
the limits of legitimate authority, no private pique or personal
interest swayed his judgment. He was animated by the single
desire to give efficiency to his discipline, and to train every gradu-
ate upon the highest model of the #rue soldier.

The Hon. JorL R. PoiNsETT was president of the board of
visitors when my class graduated. We had separate examina-
tions in c¢iwid and mililary engineering, and the class passed
.splendid examinations on both subjects. At dinner that day,
Mr. PoinseTT casually remarked that they were the best ex-
aminations he had ever heard, and that it was difficult for him
to conceive how the class could have done so well without
knowing beforehand the subjects upon which they would be ex-
amined. An officer of the Academy heard the remark, and imme-
diately reported it to Col. THAYER. An order was at once sent to
the Professor in charge of the department, to prepare, by the after-
noon session of the board, a full synopsis of the subjects in his
whole course, that it might be submitted to the board. At the ap-
pointed hour the class was again turned out. It was a surprise,
We did not know what it meant. When we appeared in
the Examination Hall, Col. TuavEr made known to Mr.
PoinserT why he had recalled the class; that the remark which
had been reported to him was a reflection upon the Institution,
and he had ordered the class back to be re-examined from the
synopsis of the entire course, which he laid on the table of the
Board of Visitors. Mr. PoinsETT made the fullest apology. He
said he designed no reflection upon the class but a compliment to
them, and expressed the hope that they would not be re-examined.
Col. TuaveEr was inflexible. The injury done to the Academy
and to the class by the circulation of the casual remark of Mr.
PoinseTT could not be repaired except by a thorough re-exami-
nation, and he insisted that this must go oz. The examination
was resumed, and continued with the deepest interest, each’
member of the class feeling that an appeal was made to his
honor as well as his pride ; and when it closed, the highest com-
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pliments were extended to it by the president of the Board, and
other members of the Board, which fully compensated for the
severe ordeal through which we had passed.

I met Col. THAVER in Newport, R. 1., the fall after graduation.
We were stopping at the same hotel. I involuntarily drew back
as he entered the room. He was smoking a cigar (no cadet ever
saw Col. Tuaver smoke a cigar). He came forward with a smile
(no cadet ever saw Col. THAVER smile). He grasped my hand
cordially and made me sit down by his side. (I had never sat by
his side before). With affectionateness and tenderness, which
showed what a warm heart beat beneath the cold austerity of
the superintendent, he spoke of my class and of my classmates
in terms which brought the color to my cheeks. He said: “Yours
was the /ast class to graduate under my superintendency, and I
regard it as the desz.” He was a noble specimen of West Point
character, and I trust the scheme will not be abandoned of putting,
in enduring marble or bronze, a colossal statue of Brvt. Bric. GEN.
Svrvanus THAYER, the father of the U. S. Military Academy.

But come along, my comrades, we must not tarry. Look at
that portrait with its massive forehead—its open countenance—its
benignant smile—that is CearLEs Davis, Professor of Mathemat-
ics for nearly a quarter of a century—old Zush, as we familiarly
called him. Don’t you remember, when muttering out an impet-
fect answer to one of his questions, how he would lean forward
with one of his significant smiles, and say, “/ow’s that, MR. BL1ss ¢
But I will not now dwell upon his long and faithful career in the
Department of Mathematics. The results of his labors are to be
seen in the distinguished career of his pupils, and in his series of
Mathematical text books, which are as household words every
where in the United States.

In my relations to him as a pupil I had learned to respect him
for his talents and for his fidelity in the discharge of his duties as
Professor. But he had to reach the ripeness of old age before I
knew him in his true character, and then learned not only to ad-
mire, but to love him.

The war had separated many who were once friends, and years
had elapsed without my knowing or hearing anything of my old
professor. In 1875 I received an affectionate letter from him, in-
viting me to attend the next re-union of West Point graduates, in
which he stated he was endeavoring to get together a strong
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delegation of Southern graduates. I told him,in reply, that I
couldnot go. Twas an “unpardoned rebel,” with the “ rgpe ” around
my neck, and unless I could sit down with my old comrades asan
equal, I had better not go at all.”

He promptly replied to this letter—said I must not write in this
tone—he would assure me a cordial welcome—and he added--
“ Come direct to my house at Fishkill-on-the-Hudson, and be my
guest,” and, as indicating the spirit which animated the association
of graduates (of which I was not then a member), he sent me a
manuscript copy of an address he had prepared, and which he
would deliver at the next re-union, closing the address in the fol-
lowing impressive language —

“ My Pupils and my Friends—

“When my eyes shall behold for the last time the fading
light on the mountain tops of the highlands of the Hudson, next
to the hope of a better life, would be the consciousness, that
union, fraternity, peace and mutual regard, had reached the heart
and would regulate the life of every graduate of this institution.”

I could not hesitate after such words as these. I joined him
at the appointed time at his hospitable mansion—his friends
and his neighbors were assembled to meet me--and, with the
courtesy of one whose happiness consisted in making others
happy, he made this visit the &7ig/# hour in my existence. The
next day he took me to West Point. My comrades, I need not
recall to you the emotion which that festive re-union awakened—
the warmth of the reception extended to me—all the loving
work of this dear old friend.

But it was agreed between us, that he should return with me
to Virginia. He was an old—a very old man then, bordering
upon 8o years of age. He felt that the trip would be a severe
journey to him, yet, assured that his friend, Prof, D, H. CocHRAN,
of Brooklyn, would be his companion and with him be my guest,
and that he would be joined by my class-mate, Gen. BEN ALVORD,
(“0ld Tangent ), he agreed to be with me on the z2oth June. He
spent two weeks with me—attended the annual examinations of
the cadets of the Virginia Military Institute—the foster child of the
U. 8. Military Academy. Every heart was opened to receive him
in that Southern land, and when that memorable visit was over,
he said to me with moistened eyes: 7 count these two weeks the two
happiest weeks of my life.”
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The day before he left me the weather was intensely hot, the
thermometer ranging as high as go® Fah. all night. I arose early
in the morning -and made him a Mint Julep, thinking it would
refresh him after the restlessness of the hot night. I tapped very
gently at his door. He was awake, and, as I entered his room,
he was panting from the excessive heat. Holding up the cool-
ing beverage, I said to him: “ Well, Professor, I have been en-
tertaining you for two weeks on our simple Confederate fare; 1 could
do no better, but I should have been glad had it been in my
power to have treated you in o/d Virginia style. Still, I cannot let
you leave Virginia without taking a taste of the o/d lady, as she
was known in ante-bellum days.” He took the glass—gave one of
his sweet smiles, and, refreshed by it, he slept until a late break-
fast.. On the next day he left for the Rockbridge Alum Springs,
Gov. Joun LercHER, who was President of the Board of Visitors
of the Virginia Military Institute, accompanying us on this trip.
We spent a day very pleasantly together, and, as he was leaving,
he said to Gov. LercuEr : “ Well, Governor, the Superintendent
of the Virginia Military Institute gave me, yesterday, the best
mint julep I ever drank; I want you to make me one to-day, so
that when I go back to New York, I may say that I drank a
Virginia mint julep made for me by the War Governor of Vir-
ginia.” It was done. We parted that day—and we parted to
meet no more in this world. Dear old friend, never to be for-
gotten—no, never.

¢ For, tho’ his earthly sun has set,
Its light shall linger round us yet,
Bright, radiant, blest.”

There was associated with Professor Davigs, fifty years ago, as
his chief assistant in mathematics, having charge of the 4th class,
L.t. Epwarp C. Ross, of the class of 1821. He was the best
teacher of mathematics I ever knew, and it is singular too, that
he had no faculty of demonstration. He gave to our class many
extra discussions in the difficult points in algebra, particularly on
what he called the “ final equations,” for he was not pleased with
Farrar’s translation of La Croix, our text-book in algebra, and
he was preparing his translation of Bourpon. In putting upon
the blackboards these exfra demonstrations, every line appeared
as if it had been printed, so neat was he in the use of his chalk
pencil. But when he commenced to explain, he would twist and
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wriggle about from one side of the board to the other, pulling his
long whiskers, and spitting out, in inordinate volumes, his tobacco
juice. The class was as ignorant when he closed as when he
began. We copied, word for word, what was written, well know-
ing that on the next day the first fize would be called upon to
‘make the discussion. We read to him what we had placed on the
board. Then commenced his power as a teacher. In a series of
orderly questions he would bring out the points of the discussion,
step by step, sometimes occupying half an hour with each cadet,
and when the three hours of recitation were over, we knew the
subject thoroughly. He was an exper in his power of questioning
a class. He did this without note or book, and gave such earnest-
ness and vividness to his examinations, that he kept his class up
to the highest pitch of interest all the time.

He had some peculiar ways, too, of making his class #nk.
The superintendent, on one occasion, visited the section room
during one of the regular recitations in algebra. He brought
with him some distinguished foreigners, who were visiting the
academy ona tour of inspection. The lesson was in the Calewlus of
Radicals, and Lt. Ross had written upon the blackboards five
complicated radical expressions, mingled with his peculiar, but
most graceful flourishes, and he sent fioe of the section to the
board to reduce them to the simplest terms. We worked earn-
estly, but with trembling hands, for we were still pledes, and had
not yet passed our first January examination. I was the first
called upon, and explained my work, step by step, and exhibited
my result. His only remark was: “It’s all wrong, sir.”« My con-
fusion may be imagined. I trembled like an aspen leaf. But I
rubbed out my work, and began again. In the meantime, my
comrades, seeing my discomfiture, hugged closer to their boards,
and seemed unwilling to try an ordeal after my failure. Care-
fully I went through my work a second time, rigidly examining
each step in my process, and finally reached the same result as
before. I became desperate, and in this state I said to him in a
firm but nervous tone: “My result is right, sir.” 1t is right, and
was right before, why didn’t you s#ck to it?” This was not alto-
gether a legitimate way of making the young algebraist se/f-reliant,
but it was Ross’ way, and as such I record it.

After his resignation from the army in 1839, Professor Ross had
a hard time. . He was poor, and the income given to him at
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Kenyon College gave him a bare support. It was while there my
correspondence with him commenced. I received a long letter
from him, written with the affection of a father to a son, and beg-
ging me to give him a position as assistant to me in Mathematics
in the Virginia Military Institute. My reply expressed repugnance
at having one as my assistant, from whom I had learned all the
Algebra I ever knew, and turned his attention to other positions.
He replied, that he had no pride in regard to position. He wanted
to be where there was mil/itary discipline. I tried to secure for him
the Chair of Mathematics in the University of Virginia, made
vacant by the death of Professor Bonnycastle, but Professor
Courtenay was elected. My correspondence with him at this
period was very touching. Let me read an extract from a letter
written in April, 1842: “I received your letter yesterday. Please
accept my thanks for the information contained in it, and the
interest you take in your old instructor. The good feeling of my
scholars towards me I have ever found to be the richest reward
for services rendered to them. The pay, the mere dollars—they
have vanished long ago, but the kind feelings of my pupils, God
bless them, they remain as fresh as ever.” He was finally appointed
"Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, in the Free
Academy, New York City, in 1848, which Chair he held until his
death.

If possible, let a portrait of this great Algebraist and teacher of
Algebra, be added to our Library Collection.

Epwarp H. CourreNnay, who graduated at the head of Ross’s
Class, was our Professor of Natural and Experimental Philosophy,
fifty years ago. There never was a clearer minded-—a more faith-
ful teacher—or a more modest one, than Professor COURTENAY.
Well do I remember the hesitating manner with which he would
correct the grossest error on the part of a member of hissection—
“ 7 hardly think so.” He resigned his professorship in 1834, and
after holding many offices of high dignity, as Professor and Civil
Engineer, he was elected Professor of Mathematics in the University
of Virginia in 1842. He died at the University of Virginia.

By his vicinity to me, I was often brought into communication
with him. No one ever filled a chair in any Institution who was
more beloved while he lived, or more lamented when he died.

The Chair of Military and Civil Engineering, made vacant by the
resignation of Professor Doucrass, was filled by the appointment
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of Lt. DEx~is H. MAnaN, of the Corps of Engineers. Lt Maran
had been sent to France, and was three years a pupil in the School
of Engineers at Metz, as a preparation for his responsible chair.
When he took charge of our class, he was well up in his course,
supplemented with extensive notes the meagre volumes of
O’Connor. These notes developed into his well-known treatises
on Civil Engineering and Field Fortification.

TroMmas GIMBREDE was our Professor of Drawing fifty years ago.
He was an amiable old gentleman—a good draughtsman—and not
without some vein of humor. He usually gave his classes an
Introductory Lecture, when they commenced their work. It was
brief, and to the point. His fundamental proposition was in these

“words : ¢ Bvery one can learn to draw.” His proof: ‘ There are
-only two lines in drawing, the straighs line and the curve line.
Every one can draw a straight line—and every one can draw a
curve line—thereiore every one can draw.”

My standing in pencil drawing was very low, and yet he had
a compliment even for me, when he saw with what rapidity
copies of the models he gave me were executed. “Weil, Mr,
SMITH, you make up in guantity what you lack in guwality.” He
died December 25, 1832.

Craupius BERARD was first teacher of French fifty years ago.
Mr. BERARD was a fine scholar—of good taste—a thorough master
of the English tongue, and most diligent in his duties as a
teacher. IHe had some dry humor, too. A class-mate of mine
made a most egregious blunder in translating the word poisson
(fish) as poison, and in a solemn voice read that he had made a
“hearty dinner on bread and poison.”’  “Ah, Mr. PLUNKETT, that
would not be a very palatable meal even to a cadet.”

Prof. AuperT E. CHURrCH was an Assistant Professor of Mathe-
matics when my class entered in 1829, He occasionally heard my
section in the third class course, and exhibited then the clearness
and perspicuity which marked his long career as a professor of
mathematics. 1 was honored by a visit from him and Prof.
BarrreTT, as I had been by one from Prof. Maznan, as member
of our Board of Examiners at the Virginia Military Institute.
His kind heart, flow of spirits, and cordial manner, won friends
every where, and when the sod fell upon his grave, one of the
old and cherished landmarks of the Academy was taken away.
He bore no malice in his heart to any one, and when I saw him,
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in 1873, after the alienations which the war had occasioned, he
referred with much feeling to the fact that he had photographs
of all the surviving members of his class, including that of
JerrERSON Davis,

Capt. Eraan Avrren Hrrcucock, First Infantry, was the Com-
mander of Cadets in 1829. He succeeded Major W. I. WorTH
(Old “Hant”), whose motto in the Mexican war was “a grade or
a grave”  Capt. Hircacock was a chivalrous officer, a good
tactician, a high-toned gentleman, and enjoyed the respect and
confidence of our class.

A little personal incident will illustrate his character. WESSELs
was our first captain; Towm Jouns was first orderly sergeant, but
lost promotion in June, in consequence of being absent several
months on sick furlough. WessELs, from some cause, resigned,
and Capt. Hrrcucock appointed Jomwns 1st Captain.  Gro.
PecraM was the next captain in rank to WESSELS, I came next,
and Mupce was the 4th Captain. PrGram and myself im-
mediately tendered our resignations as captains. They were
promptly declined by Capt. Hitcucock, who said, he had not in-
tended any disrespect to PEGraM or myself, but promoted JouNs
as an act of justice to him, as a soldier who had been providen-
tially absent from sickness in June. We again pressed our resig-
nations, from no personal ill feeling toward Jouns, for he was
our dearest friend, but from a sense of wounded military pride.
Captain Hrrcrcock saw this, and proposed that the correspond-
ence should be laid before Gen. W. Scort, who had just arrived
on the Point, and the decision be left with him.

In due time we were sent for by Gen. Scott. As we entered
his room he arose, kindly took each by the hand, and said: “I am
proud of you, my Virginia boys. You did right in resigning; but
Captain Hitchcock has made the amende honorable. Go back to
your duty.” Jokns was soon broken, when Pegram became 1st
Captain and graduated as such.

Rev. TroMAS WarNER was Chaplain and Professor of Moral
and Political Philosophy fifty yearsago. He was a fine-looking old
gentleman, not unlike, in person, President Jackson. He had a
most intellectual face, was a good scholar and good talker, occu-
pying most of the time of the class in his interesting discussion of
questions in moral and political philosophy. Ordinarily he was
too deep for the class, but he always commanded their attention.
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As a Divine his influence was not equal to that of his predeces-
sor, Bishop M’Invaing, although his sermons satisfied the cadets,
since they rarely exceeded ten minutes in their delivery.

Rev. Cuaries PErTiT M'Iuvaing, D. D, was called to the chap-
laincy of the academy in 1825, and resigned Dec. 31, 1828, so that
he had just left the academy when my class entered. I cannot in
these reminiscences of those early days omit some reference to
this great and good man, whose labor had such far-reaching in-
fluence in the after career of so many of his pupils.

I chanced to meet Bishop M’ILvaINg in Italy in 1858, and we
traveled in Europe together for several months. -Reaching Civita
Vecchia early on Sunday morning, our party spent the day there,
and in the afternoon the Bishop and myself took a long stroll to-
gether on the Via Aurelia. I asked him to give me some account
of the interesting revival of religion which had existed among
the officers and cadets of the academy during his chaplaincy.

He said, when he entered upon his duties at West Point, the
spiritual condition of the Institution was deplorable—no sense of
religious obligation—but few professors of religion among the
cadets—and not more than one, if one, among the professors.
Skepticism, in its varied forms, was prevalent among officers and
cadets, and his labors for some time seemed to be in vain.

He finally determined he would combine, with his pulpit minis-
trations, the distribution of religious tracts, leaving them in the
rooms of the cadets while they were at drill.  They would be as
“bread cast upon the waters,” and would return “after many
days.” The answer came sooner than he expected.

The case of LEoNiDAS PoLk was of special interest. Intelligent,
high-toned—commanding in person—holding a high position in
the corps, and justly popular. He was one who had only to be
assured on the point of duty, and he was ready to brave all public
opinion, and meet the claims which Christianity imposed. His
conviction was thorough and, in the spirit of the missionary, he
labored among his fellows with a zeal that showed the earnestness
of his character. The awakening began—it spread from room to
room—from heart to heart, until the interest became so intense,
that the Bishop added, “Had I gone on with a sermon I was
preaching to them, I verily believe I should not have been able to
moderate or control their feelings. I had to stop,and Idid stop.”
- It was with pleasure I'listened to the details which he gave of
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the special cases among officers and cadets, involving more than
ordinary interest, and as he proceeded with his narrative, his eye
lighted with its wonted fire, when he added, “ The office of a
Bishop does not give the happiness which that of a Pastor affords.
I long to see some fruits of my ministry, and that my labors are
bringing souls to C/rist.”

On my return from Europe, I had the pleasure of a visit at my
home in Virginia, from Bishop Porx. He listened with the .
deepest interest to the account which I gave him of Bishop
McILvAINE'S conversation on the road from Civita Vecchia to
Rome. It revived to him all the memories of those blessed days
at West Point. He detailed to me the incidents connected with
his own personal experience, his own indifference to divine truth;
how he had taken up a tract lying on his table to light his
candle with, how his curiosity was awakened when he discovered
it was on the Evidences of Christianity by OLyNTHUS GREGORY,
the same who was the author of the text-book on Mechanics—
how he drew up his chair to read what “Old Grec” had to say
on the subject of Christianity—how his interest was awakened,
how his unbelief was removed, and he passed into the joy and peace
of -one accepted in “ The beloved.” '

Some years later that West Point chaplain, and that young
cadet, met again in Cincinnati. The chaplain was then the
Bishop of Ohio—the cadet, having “purchased a good degree ”
as a minister, was to receive, at the hands of his beloved pastor
and teacher, the highest office in the church as Missionary Bishop
of Arkansas.

How faithfully and earnestly, how effectively this Cades Bishop
fulfilled this high office in the missionary field of an extensive
territory—how he organized and watched over the diocese of
Louisiana ; how, at the call of his country, and for his country’s
sake, he girded on the armor of the soldier in the ‘“times which
tried men’s souls ;” how purely he walked as a Christian soldier,
and how bravely he met death in the cause he believed to be the
cause of right I forbear to dwell. Fait/ful he was unto death.

Bishop MclIruvaine and Bishop Povk—father and son-in the
Gospel of the Son of God. They have met again—— without spot
or wrinkle "—* having washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.”

And now, my classmates, let me, in conclusion, say a few words
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personal to ourselves. Fifty years have made sad changes with
us. We, who were boys fifty years ago—buoyant with hope—
are gray-haired old men now, soon, very soon, to lay down our
armor and be counted among those that were. Come near to
me, my old comrades, while I run over with you the roll of our
class. )

We commenced fifty years ago with a class of 130 ; we gradu-
ated 43, and of these only the small band that meet here to-day
remains ! My classmates, where are our old comrades? Where
is Freprric SmiTn, the first distinguished graduate of our class ?
Gone—mpysteriously gone to the tomb! Where are Mubce and
CextER, and McKavirT and ANDERSON, and CaproN and Braks,
and BarBour—the warm-hearted and chivalrous Bareoux?
Their blood now mingles with the earth in the swamps of #/srida
and on the plains of AMexico—cloven down on the battle-fields?
Where is BLiss, the gifted and lamented Briss? Having won the
highest honors in his profession he, too, has fallen “in the pesti-
lence that walketh in darkness, and the destruction that wasteth
at noonday.” Where is our first Captain—PrcramMm ? Where are
Divon and Havg, and Mitrer and King, and Siperr—the poet
laureate--of our class? Where are BurneTt and McCLURE, and
Harris and GarreTT— Old Roscius,” as we called him ? Where
are Traomas and Davis, and Suiras and Hooper, and Ricas and
Seaton, and McCrass and HunTErR~—the noble-hearted HUNTER ?
Where are Rinccorp and Ariew, and Du Bose and Harrison,
and Reip? Ah! my classmates, as [ call over the roll of such
names as these and ask where are they, the response comes back
to me, that while the laurel wreath has decked the brow of many,
we have had to weave the cypress over the graves of all of our
large class but the small remnant that answers to the roll-call to-
day !

BaArNARD, /ere; Currum, Zere; F. H. SMITH, /Zere; SCHRIVER,
here; WALLER, Aere; Du PoNT, here ; ALVORD, Jere ; WESSELS, /Aere ;
MvYERS, /ere; RUGGLES, /fere; JoHNS, here; H. L. Scorrt, fere.
These fwelve are all that are left of our large class to answer
“ Here!” to the roll-call to-day !



ANNUAL REUNION, JUNE 12, 1879. 127

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS.

CONSTITUTION.

ARrT. I—THE ASSOCIATION OF THE GRADUATES OF THE UNITED
StaTeEs MiLiTary Acapemy shall include all the Graduates of that
‘Institution who shall have assented to the Constitution and By-
Laws.

Art. IL.—The object of this Association shall be to cherish the
memories of the Military Academy at West Point, and to promote
the social intercourse and fraternal fellowship of its Graduates.

Ar71, II1.—Par. 1. The officers of this Association shall consist
of a President,a Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Executive Committee
of five members.

Par. 2. The oldest Graduate belonging to the Association shall
be the President: and, in hisabsence, the senior Graduate present
shall preside at the meetings of the Association. The Secretary
and Treasurer, to be selected from the officers of the Military
Academy, shall be appointed by the Presiding Offieer, at each
annual meeting, for the ensuing year.

Par. 3. The Association shall meet annually at West Point, New
York, on the 17th June, whenever that falls on Thursday, otherwise
on the Thursday next preceding the 17th.

ART. IV.—Political, or any other discussions foreign to the pur-
poses of the Association, as set forth in this Constitution, or any
proceedings of such a tendency, are declared inimical to the pur-
poses of this organization, and are prohibited.

Art. V.—This Constitution may be altered or amended at any
regular meeting of the Association, by a vote of three-fourths of
the members present.

By-Laws,

1. Every Graduate desiring to become a member of this Asso-
ciaticn shall be admitted upon paying an initiation fee of ten
dollars.
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2. At each annual meeting, the presiding officer shall appoint
an Executive Committee of five members, whose duty it shall be
to make all needful preparations and arrangements for the ensu-
ing meeting, and transact such other business as may not devolve
upon the other officers of the Association.

3. The Treasurer shall disburse all the moneys of the Associa-
tion upon the order of the Executive Committee, attested by the
signature of its Chairman, and shall at each annual meeting make
a full report of his receipts and disbursements.

4. The Secretary shall cause a book of records to be kept,
exhibiting the address and occupation of every member of the
Association.

5. The records of the Association shall be preserved at West
Point, N. Y,, and shall be open to the inspection of the members.

6. All members of the Association who may be prevented, by
any cause, from personally attending the annual meeting, are ex-
pected to notify the Secretary, and to impart such information in
regard to themselves as they may think proper, and as may be of
interest to their fellow members,

7. No member of the Association shall speak more than onceon
any subject or question of business, and no longer than five min-
utes, without the consent of the meeting being first obtained.

8. A two-third vote of all the members present at any regular
meeting shall be required to alter or amend these By-Laws.

9. Cushing’s Manual of Parliamentary Law shall be authority
for the government and regulations of all meetings of this Associa-
tion.



